
UNITED STATES SENATE 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

 
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR NON-JUDICIAL NOMINEES 

 
PUBLIC 

 
 

1. Name:  State full name (include any former names used) 
 

Brian Michael Gootkin 
 

2. Position:  State the position for which you have been nominated. 
 

United States Marshal, District of Montana, Department of Justice 
 

3. Address:  List current office address.  If city and state of residence differs from your 
place of employment, please list the city and state where you currently reside. 

 
5 South Last Chance Gulch, Helena, MT 59601 

 
4. Birthplace:  State date and place of birth. 

 
1969; Meriden, CT 

 
5. Education:  List in reverse chronological order each college, law school, or any other 

institution of higher education attended and indicate for each the dates of attendance, 
whether a degree was received, and the date each degree was received. 

 
University of Virginia, 2010 

 No degree received. 
 
 Park College, 1990-1993 
 No degree received. 
 
 Eastern Washington University, 1992 
 No degree received. 
 

6. Employment Record:  List in reverse chronological order all governmental agencies, 
business or professional corporations, companies, firms, or other enterprises, 
partnerships, institutions or organizations, non-profit or otherwise, with which you have 
been affiliated as an officer, director, partner, proprietor, or employee since graduation 
from college, whether or not you received payment for your services.  Include the name 
and address of the employer and job title or description. 
 
January 2021 – Present 



Director 
Montana Department of Corrections  
5 South Last Chance Gulch 
Helena, MT 59601 

 
October 1993 – December 2020 
Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office  
615 South 16th Ave. 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

October 2012 – December 2020 Sheriff 
October 2010 – October 2012  Undersheriff 
July 2005 – October 2010  Lieutenant 
October 1999 – July 2005  Sergeant 
October 1993 – October 1999  Deputy Sheriff 

 
Uncompensated Affiliations 
 
June 2013 – December 2020 
Montana Sheriff’s and Peace Officers Association  
320 Jackson Street 
Helena, MT 59601 

July 2006 – December 2020 Board Member 
June 2013 – June 2014 President 

 
7. Military Service and Draft  Status:  Identify any service in the U.S. Military, including 

dates of service, branch of service, rank or rate, serial number (if different from social 
security number) and type of discharge received, and whether you have registered for 
selective service. 

 
I registered for selective service.   
United States Air Force (Honorable Discharge) 

1992 – 1993 Senior Airman 
1991 – 1992 Airman 1st Class 
1989 – 1991 Airman 

         
8. Honors and Awards:  List any scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, academic or 

professional honors, honorary society memberships, military awards, and any other 
special recognition for outstanding service or achievement. 

 
I do not have any scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, academic or professional 
honors, honorary society memberships, military awards, or any other special recognition 
for outstanding service or achievement. 

 
9. Bar Associations:  List all bar associations or legal or judicial-related committees, 

selection panels or conferences of which you are or have been a member, and give the 
titles and dates of any offices which you have held in such groups. 



 
I am not an attorney. 

 
10. Bar and Court Admission:  

 
a. List the date(s) you were admitted to the bar of any state and any lapses in 

membership.  Please explain the reason for any lapse in membership.   
 
I am not an attorney. 

 
b. List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice, including dates of 

admission and any lapses in membership.  Please explain the reason for any 
lapse in membership.  Give the same information for administrative bodies that 
require special admission to practice. 

 
I am not an attorney. 

 
11. Memberships:   
 

a. List all professional, business, fraternal, scholarly, civic, charitable, or other 
organizations, other than those listed in response to Questions 9 or 10 to which 
you belong, or to which you have belonged, since graduation from law school.  
Provide dates of membership or participation, and indicate any office you held.  
Include clubs, working groups, advisory or editorial boards, panels, committees, 
conferences, or publications. 

 
Bozeman Kiwanis, Member, 2010 – 2012  

   
b. Indicate whether any of these organizations listed in response to 11a above 

currently discriminate or formerly discriminated on the basis of race, sex, 
religion or national origin either through formal membership requirements or 
the practical implementation of membership policies.  If so, describe any action 
you have taken to change these policies and practices. 

 
To my knowledge, none of these organizations discriminates or formerly 
discriminated on the basis of race, sex, religion, or national origin either through 
formal membership requirements or the practical implementation of 
membership policies. 
 
Kiwanis Clubs admitted men only until the 1987 Supreme Court decision 
Rotary International v. Rotary Club of Duarte. As long as I have been a 
member, the organization  welcomed male and female members. 

  
12. Published Writings and Public Statements:   

 



a. List the titles, publishers, and dates of books, articles, reports, letters to the editor, 
editorial pieces, or other published material you have written or edited, including 
material published only on the Internet.  Supply four (4) copies of all published 
material to the Committee. 

 
I have done my best to identify published materials, including thorough a review 
of my personal files and searches of publicly available electronic databases.  
Despite my searches, there may be other materials that I have been unable to 
identify, find, or remember.  I have located the following: 
 
Brian Gootkin, Gallatin County Sheriff Responds to ACLU Report Alleging Bias 
in Arrests, KBZK (Aug. 12, 2020). Copies supplied. 

 
Brian Gootkin, Gallatin County Sheriff Brian Gootkin Explains Montana Sheriffs’ 
Op-Ed, KBZK (July 20, 2020). Copies supplied. 
 

b. Supply four (4) copies of any reports, memoranda or policy statements you 
prepared or contributed in the preparation of on behalf of any bar association, 
committee, conference, or organization of which you were or are a member.  If 
you do not have a copy of a report, memorandum or policy statement, give the 
name and address of the organization that issued it, the date of the document, and 
a summary of its subject matter.   

 
I have done my best to identify reports, memoranda, or policy statements as 
described, including a thorough review of my personal files and searches of 
publicly available electronic databases. Despite my searches, there may be other 
materials that I have been unable to identify, find, or remember. 

 
c. Supply four (4) copies of any testimony, official statements or other 

communications relating, in whole or in part, to matters of public policy or legal 
interpretation, that you have issued or provided or that others presented on your 
behalf to public bodies or public officials. 
 
I have done my best to identify all testimony, official statements, or other 
communications as described, including thorough a review of my personal files 
and searches of publicly available electronic databases. Despite my searches, 
there may be other items I have been unable to identify, find, or remember. I have 
located the following: 

 
Mont. Judges Ass’n, DOC Overview, presented at the Montana Judges 
Association Meeting (Oct. 9, 2025) (Billings, Mont.). Copies unavailable. 

 
Evergreen Chamber of Commerce, Flathead Valley Reentry Center Grand 
Opening, presented at the Evergreen Chamber of Commerce Event (Sept. 25, 
2025) (Kalispell, Mont.). Copies unavailable. 

 



Mont. Pub. Safety Interim Budget Comm., DOC Update, video recording of 
committee meeting (Mar. 13, 2024) (Helena, Mont.), available here: 
https://sg001-
harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20240313/
-
1/50100?startposition=20240313080040&mediaEndTime=20240313162215&vie
wMode=3&globalStreamId=4  . 

 
Mont. Select Comm. on Corr. Facility Capacity & Sys. Dev. (HB 5 Select 
Comm.), DOC Capacity (Mar. 12, 2024) (Helena, Mont.), available here: 
https://sg001-
harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20240312/
-
1/50073?startposition=20240312110500&mediaEndTime=20240312143700&vie
wMode=3&globalStreamId=4  

 
Mont. Pub. Safety Interim Budget Comm., DOC Update, committee meeting 
(Dec. 13, 2023) (Helena, Mont.). Copies unavailable. 
 
Mont. Select Comm. on Corr. Facility Capacity & Sys. Dev. (HB 5 Select 
Comm.), DOC Capacity (Dec. 12, 2023) (Helena, Mont.), available here:  
 https://sg001-
harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20231212/
-
1/50046?startposition=20231212090105&mediaEndTime=20231212133345&vie
wMode=3&globalStreamId=4.  

 
Mont. Select Comm. on Corr. Facility Capacity & Sys. Dev. (HB 5 Select 
Comm.), DOC Capacity (Sept. 12, 2023) (Helena, Mont.), available here:   
 https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Publications/fiscal/2025-Biennium/HB-5-
Select-Committee/Meeting_Minutes/HB-5-Minutes-Sept12-2023.pdf.  

 
Mont. Law and Justice Interim Comm., DOC Update, (Aug. 29, 2022) (Helena, 
Mont.), available here:  
 https://sg001-
harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20220913/
-1/44732.  

 
Mont. Law and Justice Interim Comm., DOC Update, (June 27, 2022) (Helena, 
Mont.), available here:  
 https://sg001-
harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20220913/
-1/44732.  
 
Mont. Law and Justice Interim Comm., DOC Update, (Mar. 21, 2022) (Helena, 
Mont.), available here: https://sg001-



harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20220321/
-1/43808. 
 
Mont. Law and Justice Interim Comm., DOC Update, (Jan. 19, 2022) (Helena, 
Mont.), available here: . https://sg001-
harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20220125/
-1/43806. 
 
Mont. Law and Justice Interim Comm., DOC Update, (Oct. 29, 2021) (Helena, 
Mont.), available here:. https://sg001-
harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20211028/
-1/43804. 

 
d. Supply four (4) copies, transcripts or recordings of all speeches or talks delivered 

by you, including commencement speeches, remarks, lectures, panel discussions, 
conferences, political speeches, and question-and-answer sessions.  Include the 
date and place where they were delivered, and readily available press reports 
about the speech or talk.  If you do not have a copy of the speech or a transcript or 
recording of your remarks, give the name and address of the group before whom 
the speech was given, the date of the speech, and a summary of its subject matter.  
If you did not speak from a prepared text, furnish a copy of any outline or notes 
from which you spoke.   
 
I have done my best to identify speeches and talks as described, including 
thorough a review of my personal files and searches of publicly available 
electronic databases.  I have not located any responsive items.  Despite my 
searches, there may be other materials that I have been unable to identify, find, or 
remember. 

 
e. List all interviews you have given to newspapers, magazines or other 

publications, or radio or television stations, providing the dates of these 
interviews and four (4) copies of the clips or transcripts of these interviews where 
they are available to you.  

 
I have done my best to identify all interviews given, including thorough a review 
of my personal files and searches of publicly available electronic databases. 
Despite my searches, there may be other materials I have been unable to identify, 
find, or remember. I have located the following: 
 
Montana State Prison water system fully restored after outage, KBZK (Nov. 5, 
2025), available here: https://www.kbzk.com/news/montana-news/montana-state-
prison-water-system-fully-restored-after-outage.  
 
Seaborn Larson, Montana State Prison water back to ‘normal use,’ Corrections 
Department says, Helena Independent Record (Nov. 5, 2025), available here:  



https://helenair.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/article_1a75f8fe-
d72e-4a30-9681-8dab819e82c1.html.  
 
Jordan Hansen, DOC says samples show water safe at Montana State Prison, 
Daily Montanan (Nov. 5, 2025), available here: 
https://dailymontanan.com/briefs/doc-says-samples-show-water-safe-at-montana-
state-prison/.  
 
Mark Rattner, Montana State Prison resumes normal water use after advisory 
lifted, NonStop Local (Nov. 5, 2025), available here: 
https://www.montanarightnow.com/helena/montana-state-prison-resumes-normal-
water-use-after-advisory-lifted/article_56fac18c-3831-4a67-b12c-
38bfb97599ed.html.  
 
Montana State Prison cleared to resume normal water use, NBC Montana (Nov. 
4, 2025), available here: https://nbcmontana.com/news/local/montana-state-
prison-cleared-to-resume-normal-water-use.  
 
Sean Wells, Flathead Valley Reentry Center set to open next week, KPAX Oct. 
22, 2025), available here: https://www.kpax.com/news/local-news/flathead-
county/flathead-valley-reentry-center-set-to-open-next-week.  
 
Public can tour new prerelease center in Evergreen, Kalispell Daily Inter Lake 
(Oct. 16, 2025), available here:  
https://dailyinterlake.com/news/2025/oct/16/public-can-tour-new-pre-release-
center-in-evergreen/.  
 
Zeke Lloyd, Montana State Prison pipe leaks create crisis and prompt broad 
water system overhaul, Montana Free Press (Oct. 16, 2025), available here: 
https://montanafreepress.org/2025/10/16/montana-state-prison-pipe-leaks-create-
crisis/.  
 
Anita Hollier, DOC opens Flathead reentry center to public, ABC Fox Oct. 15, 
2025), available here: https://www.montanarightnow.com/kalispell/doc-opens-
flathead-re-entry-center-to-the-public/article_5e417921-8eb5-4dac-aa83-
cd71738097b6.html  
 
Jordan Hansen, More resources called in to Montana State Prison, three water 
leaks found, Daily Montanan (Oct. 14, 2025), available 
here:https://dailymontanan.com/2025/10/14/more-resources-called-in-to-
montana-state-prison-three-water-leaks-
found/#:~:text=The%20Department%20of%20Corrections%20announced,drinkin
g%20water%20and%20unsanitary%20conditions.  
 
Hope for Montana State Prison water restoration as officials identify leak 
locations, 4KXLF (Oct. 14, 2025), available 



here:https://www.kxlf.com/news/local-news/hope-for-montana-state-prison-
water-restoration-as-officials-identify-leak-
locations#:~:text=Hope%20for%20Montana%20State%20Prison,resolve%20the
%20situation%20for%20inmates. 
 
John Emeigh, Water disruption at Montana State Prison, 3KRTV (Oct. 12, 2025), 
available here: https://www.krtv.com/news/montana-and-regional-news/water-
disruption-at-montana-state-prison.  
 
Jordan Hansen and Keila Szpaller, Water pipe breaks at Montana State Prison, 
Daily Montanan (Oct. 12, 2025), available here: 
https://dailymontanan.com/2025/10/12/water-pipe-breaks-at-montana-state-
prison/.  
 
Helena Independent Record, “Update: DOC Says Late Sunday It Continues to 
Seek Water Leak at Montana State Prison,”  (Oct. 12, 2025) available here: 
https://mtstandard.com/news/local/crime-courts/article_c23d9fe1-bf02-48d5-
9c30-021fe95eea26.html.  
 
Water pipe break reported at Montana State Prison, KXLF (Oct. 10, 2025), 
available here: https://www.kxlf.com/news/local-news/water-pipe-break-reported-
at-montana-state-prison.  
 
David Lepeska, Prison meeting surfaces broad opposition, Boulder Monitor 
(Sept. 30, 2025), available here: https://www.boulder-monitor.com/news/prison-
meeting-surfaces-broad-opposition/article_99a4584b-7184-43bb-af8c-
793273be9632.html.  
 
Blair Miller, Dept of Corrections asks communities if they’re interested in hosting 
new women’s prison, Helena Independent Record (Sept. 16, 2025), available here: 
https://helenair.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/article_496f4c7a-
2748-4649-905b-4c101159287a.html.  
 
Drew Zagorski, Ep. 63 – Pathways Beyond Prison: The Flathead Valley Reentry 
Center, Kalispell Chamber of Commerce (Sept. 2, 2025), available here: 
https://kalispellchamber.com/podcast/ep-63-pathways-beyond-prison-the-
flathead-valley-reentry-center/. 
 
Shaylee Ragar, State Considers New Women’s Prison, Expands Overflow 
Facility, Montana Public Radio (Aug. 28, 2025), available here:  
https://www.mtpr.org/montana-news/2025-08-28/overflow-facility-is-reducing-
womens-prison-backlog-director-says.  
 
Seaborn Larson, Inmates Settle Into Recycled Facility in Boulder, Where State 
Eyes New Prison Expansion, Helena Independent Record (Aug. 27, 2025), 



available here: https://helenair.com/news/state-regional/government-
politics/article_9f75c9d2-4fc4-45aa-9831-5e016573834d.html.  
 
Jonathon Ambarian, Governor Tours Boulder Correctional Facility Repurposed 
for Female Inmates, KTVH (Aug. 26, 2025), available here: 
https://www.kxlh.com/news/montana-politics/gianforte-tours-boulder-
correctional-facility-repurposed-for-female-inmates.  
 
Seaborn Larson, After Months in a Camper, Montana Prison Guards First Into 
New State Workforce Housing, Helena Independent Record (Aug. 12, 2025), 
available here: https://helenair.com/news/state-regional/government-
politics/article_c24977f0-9f18-4a71-a25b-4fb61569a2fc.html.  
 
First Residents Move Into State Workforce Housing in Deer Lodge, Western 
Montana News (Aug. 5, 2025) available here: 
https://www.westernmt.news/2025/08/05/first-residents-move-into-state-
workforce-housing-in-deer-lodge/.  
 
Hannah Shields, Flathead County Signs Agreement Paving Way for Prerelease 
Center, Daily Inter Lake (July 16, 2025), available here: 
https://dailyinterlake.com/news/2025/jul/16/hope-they-prove-me-wrong-
commissioner-holmquist-votes-no-on-flathead-prerelease-center-agreement/.  
 
Micah Drew, Department of Corrections Moves Female Inmates to Repurposed 
Facility in Boulder, Daily Montanan (May 15, 2025), available here: 
https://dailymontanan.com/2025/05/15/department-of-corrections-moves-female-
inmates-to-repurposed-facility-in-boulder/.  
 
DOC/Helena College Celebrate Prison Education Program (PEP) Graduates at 
MSP, Char-Koosta News (May 15, 2025), available here: 
https://www.charkoosta.com/news/doc-helena-college-celebrate-prison-
education-program-pep-graduates-at-msp/article_698afff2-c1fc-4a64-b278-
470a0320f2f1.html.  
 
Blair Miller, Montana Moves 50 Females to Boulder to Clear Space at Montana 
Women’s Prison, Helena Independent Record (May 13, 2025), available here: 
https://helenair.com/news/state-regional/crime-courts/article_cf373e9c-c51e-
41d8-a5ec-d91c4e289d8c.html.  
 
DOC Moves Female Inmates from Billings to Riverside in Boulder, KRTV (May 
12, 2025), available here: https://www.krtv.com/doc-moves-female-inmates-from-
billings-to-riverside-unit-in-boulder.  
 
Mark Rattner, Montana DOC Shifts Inmates to Boulder, Addressing 
Overcrowding Issues, KULR8 (May 12, 2025), available here: 



https://www.kulr8.com/news/montana-doc-shifts-inmates-to-boulder-addressing-
overcrowding-issues/article_772c2767-fff9-45d5-b60c-481dd267887a.html.  
 
Mike Smith, Dept of Corrections Identifies Four Possible Sites in Montana for 
New Women’s Prison, Montana Standard (Mar.13, 2025), available here: 
https://mtstandard.com/news/local/crime-courts/article_bc9671b0-001b-11f0-
be3a-0f0d795275a8.html.  
 
Darrell Ehrlick, Montana Will Now Send as Many as 600 State Prisoners to 
Arizona, Mississippi, Daily Montanan (Jan. 16, 2025), available here: 
https://dailymontanan.com/2025/01/16/montana-will-now-send-as-many-as-600-
state-prisoners-to-arizona-mississippi/.  
 
Maggie Dresser, Montana Department of Corrections ‘Remains Committed’ to 
Establishing Prerelease Center in Northwest Montana, Flathead Beacon (Jan. 11, 
2025), available here: https://flatheadbeacon.com/2025/01/11/montana-
department-of-corrections-remains-committed-to-establishing-prerelease-center-
in-northwest-montana/.  
 
Montana Dept of Corrections Names New Deputy Director, NBC Montana (Dec. 
3, 2024), available here: https://nbcmontana.com/news/local/montana-dept-of-
corrections-names-new-deputy-director.  
 
Seaborn Larson Montana Looks to Secure More Prison Beds Out of State, Helena 
Independent Record (Nov. 12, 2024), available here: 
https://helenair.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/article_34550e3c-
a135-11ef-8552-d331d6f8097c.html.  
 
DOC Names New Warden at MT Women’s Prison, Billings Gazette (Nov. 7, 
2024), available here:  https://helenair.com/news/state-regional/government-
politics/article_4f4ad132-9c7a-11ef-899b-b75c8457b2e9.html.  
 
Seaborn Larson, Department of Corrections Announces New Leadership at 
Billings Women’s Prison, Daily Montanan (Nov. 5, 2024), available here: 
https://dailymontanan.com/briefs/department-of-corrections-announces-new-
leadership-at-billings-womens-prison/.  
 
New Warden Hired at Montana Women’s Prison in Billings, KTVH (Nov. 5, 
2024), available here: https://www.ktvq.com/news/montana-news/new-warden-
hired-at-montana-womens-prison-in-billings.  
 
Heidi Desch, Evergreen Residents Offer Mixed Opinions on Prerelease Facility 
Plans, Kalispell Daily Inter Lake (Sept. 27, 2024), available here: 
https://dailyinterlake.com/news/2024/sep/27/evergreen-residents-raise-concerns-
about-proposed-prerelease-center/.  
 



Sean Wells, Flathead County Commissioners Hold Public Hearing Regarding 
Proposed Prerelease Center, KPAX (Sept. 26, 2024), available here: 
https://www.kpax.com/news/local-news/flathead-county/flathead-county-
commissioners-hold-public-hearing-regarding-proposed-prerelease-center.  
 
John Emeigh, Former Montana State Prison Guard Pleads Not Guilty to 
Mistreating Inmate, KXLF (Sept. 10, 2024), available here: 
https://www.kxlf.com/news/crime-and-courts/former-montana-state-prison-guard-
pleads-not-guilty-to-mistreating-inmate.  
 
Katie Fairbanks, Missoula County Urges Action as the State Struggles with Prison 
Overcrowding, Montana Free Press (Sept. 6, 2024), available here: 
https://montanafreepress.org/2024/09/06/missoula-county-urges-action-as-the-
state-struggles-with-prison-overcrowding/.  
 
Heidi Desch, Prerelease Facility Proposed for Former Hotel Site in Kalispell, 
Kalispell Daily Inter Lake (Sept. 5, 2024), available here: 
https://dailyinterlake.com/news/2024/sep/05/prerelease-facility-proposed-for-
kalispell-location/.  
 
Seaborn Larson, DOC Says New CoreCivic Contract Within Budget, Lawmakers 
Look to Bigger Costs Ahead, Missoulian (Aug. 27, 2024), available here: 
https://helenair.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/article_fe9cebe4-
649d-11ef-adaf-d30b4f6a66bc.html.  
 
Tom Lutey, Lawmakers Eye More Prison Beds, Montana Free Press (Aug. 27, 
2024), available here: https://montanafreepress.org/2024/08/27/montana-
lawmakers-consider-adding-more-prison-beds/.  
 
Blair Miller, Montana Doubles Number of Inmates at Arizona Private Prison, 
Daily Montanan (Aug. 22, 2024), available here: 
https://dailymontanan.com/2024/08/22/montana-doubles-number-of-inmates-at-
arizona-private-prison/.  
 
Seaborn Larson, Montana Quietly Doubles Inmate Count in Private Arizona 
Prison, Helena Independent Record (Aug. 21, 2024), available here: 
https://helenair.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/article_d3504a32-
600e-11ef-a43b-8364476e1891.html.  
 
Ren Wadsworth, Mobile Welding Classroom Chooses Billings Women’s Prison as 
First Secure Stop, NonStop Local (Aug. 6, 2024), available here: 
https://www.kulr8.com/news/welding-course-offered-to-inmates-at-montana-
womens-prison/article_998d8f0e-55d6-11ef-bf26-07954975ab81.html.  
 
Josh Margolis, First Steps Taken Toward Creation of State Criminal Justice 
Database, NBC Montana (May 13, 2024), available here: 



https://nbcmontana.com/news/local/first-steps-taken-toward-creation-of-state-
criminal-justice-database.  
 
Bowen West, Department of Corrections Plans to Fix Education After Audit 
Report, NBC Montana (Apr. 26, 2024), available here: 
https://nbcmontana.com/news/local/department-of-corrections-plans-to-fix-
education-after-audit-report.  
 
Nicole Girten, ‘We Don’t Seem to Be Getting Anywhere’: Legislators Grill DOC 
Officials Over Inmate Education, Daily Montanan (Apr. 24, 2024), available here: 
https://dailymontanan.com/2024/04/24/we-dont-seem-to-be-getting-anywhere-
legislators-grill-doc-officials-over-inmate-education/.  
 
Blair Miller, Lawmakers Seek More Answers After Prison Education Audit, 
Helena Independent Record (Apr. 23, 2024), available here: 
https://dailymontanan.com/2024/03/12/lawmakers-say-they-might-have-to-
consider-additional-space-at-montana-state-prison/.  
 
Seaborn Larson, Lawmakers Say They Might Have to Consider Additional Space 
at Montana State Prison, Daily Montanan (Mar. 12, 2024), available here: 
https://helenair.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/article_033c04ca-
0196-11ef-9a42-77061ad54291.html.  
 
Seaborn Larson, After Arizona Prison Deal, State Inmates Still Backed Up in 
County Jails, Helena Independent Record (Feb. 23, 2024) available here: 
https://helenair.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/after-arizona-prison-
deal-state-inmates-still-backed-up-in-county-jails/article_f10df4a4-d281-11ee-
8b96-3fae18deac93.html.  
 
Arren Kimbel-Sannit, Montana Prisons Still Overcrowded After Arizona Inmate 
Transfer, Montana Free Press (Feb. 21, 2024), available 
here:https://montanafreepress.org/2024/02/21/montana-prisons-still-overcrowded-
after-arizona-inmate-transfer/.  
 
Nicole Girten, State Investment Director Describes Workforce Housing Project as 
‘Golden Handcuffs’, Daily Montanan (Feb. 21, 2024), available here: 
https://dailymontanan.com/2024/02/21/state-investment-director-describes-
workforce-housing-project-as-golden-handcuffs/.  
 
Bowen West, Law and Justice Comm. Hears Challenges Facing Montana’s 
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13. Public Office, Political Activities and Affiliations: 

 
a. List chronologically any public offices you have held, other than judicial 

offices, including the terms of service and whether such positions were elected 
or appointed.  If appointed, please include the name of the individual who 
appointed you.  Also, state chronologically any unsuccessful candidacies you 
have had for elective office or unsuccessful nominations for appointed office. 

 
December 2012 – December 2016   Elected Sheriff of Gallatin County  
 
December 2016 – December 2020  Elected Sheriff of Gallatin County  

 



January 2021 – Present  Appointed by Governor Greg 
Gianforte: Criminal Justice 
Oversight Council 

  
b. List all memberships and offices held in and services rendered, whether 

compensated or not, to any political party or election committee.  If you have 
ever held a position or played a role in a political campaign, identify the 
particulars of the campaign, including the candidate, dates of the campaign, 
your title and responsibilities. 

 
I have not held any memberships or offices, nor rendered any services to a 
political party or election committee. 

 
14. Legal Career:  Answer each part separately. 

 
a. Describe chronologically your law practice and legal experience after 

graduation from law school including: 
 

i. whether you served as clerk to a judge, and if so, the name of the judge, 
the court and the dates of the period you were a clerk; 

 
I am not an attorney. 

 
ii. whether you practiced alone, and if so, the addresses and dates; 

 
I am not an attorney. 

 
iii. the dates, names and addresses of law firms or offices, companies or 

governmental agencies with which you have been affiliated, and the nature 
of your affiliation with each. 

 
I am not an attorney. 

 
iv. whether you served as a mediator or arbitrator in alternative dispute 

resolution proceedings and, if so, a description of the 10 most significant 
matters with which you were involved in that capacity. 

 
I am not an attorney. 

 
b. Describe: 

 
i. the general character of your law practice and indicate by date when its 

character has changed over the years. 
 

I am not an attorney. 



 
ii. your typical clients and the areas at each period of your legal career, if 

any, in which you have specialized. 
 

I am not an attorney. 
 

c. Describe the percentage of your practice that has been in litigation and whether 
you appeared in court frequently, occasionally, or not at all.  If the frequency of 
your appearances in court varied, describe such variance, providing dates. 

 
i. Indicate the percentage of your practice in: 

1. federal courts; 
2. state courts of record; 
3. other courts; 
4. administrative agencies 

 
I am not an attorney. 

 
ii. Indicate the percentage of your practice in: 

1. civil proceedings; 
2. criminal proceedings. 

 
I am not an attorney. 
 

d. State the number of cases in courts of record, including cases before 
administrative law judges, you tried to verdict, judgment or final decision 
(rather than settled), indicating whether you were sole counsel, chief counsel, or 
associate counsel. 

 
i. What percentage of these trials were: 

1. jury; 
2. non-jury. 

 
I am not an attorney. 

 
e. Describe your practice, if any, before the Supreme Court of the United States.  

Supply four (4) copies of any briefs, amicus or otherwise, and, if applicable, any 
oral argument transcripts before the Supreme Court in connection with your 
practice. 

 
I am not an attorney. 

 
15. Litigation: Describe the ten (10) most significant litigated matters which you personally 

handled, whether or not you were the attorney of record.  Give the citations, if the cases 
were reported, and the docket number and date if unreported.  Give a capsule summary of 
the substance of each case.  Identify the party or parties whom you represented; describe 



in detail the nature of your participation in the litigation and the final disposition of the 
case.  Also state as to each case: 

 
a. the date of representation; 

 
I am not an attorney. 

 
b. the name of the court and the name of the judge or judges before whom the case 

was litigated; and 
 

I am not an attorney. 
 

c. the individual name, addresses, and telephone numbers of co-counsel and of 
principal counsel for each of the other parties. 

 
I am not an attorney. 

 
16. Legal Activities:  Describe the most significant legal activities you have pursued, 

including significant litigation which did not progress to trial or legal matters that did not 
involve litigation.  Describe fully the nature of your participation in these activities.  List 
any client(s) or organization(s) for whom you performed lobbying activities and describe 
the lobbying activities you performed on behalf of such client(s) or organizations(s).  
(Note: As to any facts requested in this question, please omit any information protected 
by the attorney-client privilege.) 

 
I am not an attorney. 

 
17. Teaching:  What courses have you taught?  For each course, state the title, the institution 

at which you taught the course, the years in which you taught the course, and describe 
briefly the subject matter of the course and the major topics taught.  If you have a 
syllabus of each course, provide four (4) copies to the committee. 

 
I have not taught any classes. 
        

18. Deferred Income/ Future Benefits:  List the sources, amounts and dates of all 
anticipated receipts from deferred income arrangements, stock, options, uncompleted 
contracts and other future benefits which you expect to derive from previous business 
relationships, professional services, firm memberships, former employers, clients or 
customers.  Describe the arrangements you have made to be compensated in the future 
for any financial or business interest. 

 
I currently receive retirement benefits from Gallatin County through the state of Montana 
Sheriff Retirement System. I have no arrangements in the future to be compensated for 
any financial or business interest. 

 



19. Outside Commitments During Service: Do you have any plans, commitments, or 
agreements to pursue outside employment, with or without compensation, during your 
service with the court? If so, explain. 

 
I do not have plans, commitments, or agreements to pursue outside employment.  

 
20. Sources of Income:  List sources and amounts of all income received during the calendar 

year preceding your nomination and for the current calendar year, including all salaries, 
fees, dividends, interest, gifts, rents, royalties, licensing fees, honoraria, and other items 
exceeding $500 or more (if you prefer to do so, copies of the financial disclosure report, 
required by the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, may be substituted here). 

 
Please see my OGE-278 as provided by the Office of Government Ethics. 
 

21. Statement of Net Worth:  Please complete the attached financial net worth statement in 
detail (add schedules as called for). 

 
See attached Net Worth Statement. 

 
22. Potential Conflicts of Interest:  

 
a. Identify the family members or other persons, parties, affiliations, pending and 

categories of litigation, financial arrangements or other factors that are likely to 
present potential conflicts-of-interest when you first assume the position to 
which you have been nominated.  Explain how you would address any such 
conflict if it were to arise.   

 
In connection with the nomination process, I have consulted with the Office of 
Government Ethics and the Department of Justice's (USMS) designated agency 
ethics official to identify potential conflicts of interest. Any potential conflicts 
of interest will be resolved in accordance with the terms of an agency ethics 
agreement that I have entered into with the Department's designated agency 
ethics official. 

 
b. Explain how you will resolve any potential conflict of interest, including the 

procedure you will follow in determining these areas of concern.   
 

If I am confirmed, any potential conflict of interest will be resolved in 
accordance with the terms of an ethics agreement that I have entered with the 
Department’s designated agency ethics official. If confirmed, I will continue to 
consult with the Department of Justice’s ethics office and will recuse myself 
from any matter in which recusal is required. 

 
23. Pro Bono Work: An ethical consideration under Canon 2 of the American Bar 

Association’s Code of Professional Responsibility calls for “every lawyer, regardless of 
professional prominence or professional workload, to find some time to participate in 



serving the disadvantaged.”  Describe what you have done to fulfill these responsibilities, 
listing specific instances and the amount of time devoted to each.  If you are not an 
attorney, please use this opportunity to report significant charitable and volunteer work 
you may have done. 

 
Between 2007-2016, I volunteered with the Special Olympics Law Enforcement Council 
based in Great Falls, MT. In that capacity, I participated in the planning and 
implementation of various events, such as the annual Law Enforcement Torch Run, 
which is a signature event that has raised millions of dollars over the years. 

 


