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Michael German is a fellow with the Brennan Center for Justice’s Liberty &
National Security Program, which seeks to ensure that the U.S. government respects
human rights and fundamental freedoms in conducting the fight against terrorism. A
former special agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, his work focuses on

law enforcement and intelligence oversight and reform. He joined the Brennan Center

in 2014.

German served as an FBI special agent for 16 years, specializing in domestic
terrorism and covert operations. He left the FBI in 2004 after reporting continuing
deficiencies in FBI counterterrorism operations to Congress. He served as an adjunct
professor of law enforcement and terrorism at National Defense University School for
National Security Executive Education in 2006-2007. German is the author of two
books, Disrupt, Discredit, and Divide: How the New FBI Damages
Democracy, published in 2019, and, 7hinking Like a Terrorist: Insights of a Former
FBI Undercover Agent, published in 2007.
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