
February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Chairman, United States Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary 
135 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
Ranking Member, United States Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary 
711 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Re: Confirmation of Todd W. Blanche for Deputy Attorney General of the United States 

 
Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Durbin: 
 
We, the signatories below, are all former United States Attorneys and former U.S. Department of 
Justice officials who write in support of the confirmation of Todd W. Blanche as Deputy Attorney 
General of the United States. 

As former U.S. Attorneys and former Department of Justice officials, we are in a unique position 
to evaluate the qualifications of Todd W. Blanche to serve as our nation’s Deputy Attorney 
General.  The U.S. Deputy Attorney General, the second-ranking official in the Department of 
Justice, requires a tireless work ethic, unassailable integrity, meticulous legal thinking, and sound 
judgment.  Mr. Blanche possesses all of these qualities in abundance.  His past experience as a top 
federal prosecutor and extensive experience at the highest levels of white-collar private practice 
have prepared him well for this most important role.  

Mr. Blanche grew up near Denver, Colorado, and graduated from the New Mexico Military 
Institute.  He earned his undergraduate degree from American University School of Public Affairs 
and later attended night classes at Brooklyn Law School where he served as an editor of Brooklyn 
Law Review.  After law school, Mr. Blanche served as a law clerk for U.S. District Judges Denny 
Chin and Joseph Frank Bianco – both who now serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit. 

Mr. Blanche joined the prestigious U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York 
after his clerkships and served as a federal prosecutor for nearly a decade.  His expertise and 
professionalism were noted by his superiors, and he was appointed co-chief of the Violent Crimes 
Unit and of the White Plains Division. In these roles, Mr. Blanche investigated and prosecuted a 
variety of complex criminal cases involving public corruption, fraud,  RICO violations, and violent 
crimes. 

Following his service as a federal prosecutor, Mr. Blanche worked for years as a litigator at major 
law firms before founding his own law firm. In the course of his private practice, Mr. Blanche has 
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been the counsel of record for several high-profile defense matters, including the defense of 
President Donald J. Trump in several landmark cases that have historically shaped constitutional 
doctrine. 

Mr. Blanche is a special nominee in that he brings decades of experience both as a prosecutor and 
defense attorney to the role of Deputy Attorney General. These experiences have given Mr. 
Blanche a deep respect for and familiarity with the Department of Justice, the rule of law, and the 
principles of the United States Constitution. Mr. Blanche’s experience, professionalism, integrity, 
and deep expertise make him the perfect candidate for the role. 

We strongly urge you to support his confirmation. 
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Michael G. Bailey 
United States Attorney 
District of Arizona, 2019-2021 

Gary Barnett  
Deputy Chief of Staff and Counselor to the Attorney 
General, 2017-2019  
Senior Counselor to the Attorney General, 2020 

Bob Barr 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Georgia, 1986-1990 

John F. Bash 
United States Attorney 
Western District of Texas, 2017-2020 

Scott W. Brady 
United States Attorney 
Western District of Pennsylvania, 2017-2021 

Robert S. Brewer, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
Southern District of California, 2019-2021 

Jonathan Brightbill  
Principal Deputy Attorney General, 2019-2021  
Deputy Assistant Attorney General, 2017-2019 

John L. Brownlee 
United States Attorney 
Western District of Virginia, 2001-2008 

Mary Beth Buchanan 
United States Attorney  
Western District of Pennsylvania, 2001-2009 
Director  
Executive Office for United States Attorneys, 2004-2005 

Ben Burgess 
United States Attorney 
District of Kansas, 1984-1990 

James Burnham 
Senior Counsel, 2017-2018  
Deputy Assistant Attorney General, 2018-2020  
Counselor to the Attorney General, 2020 

Craig Carpenito 
United States Attorney 
District of New Jersey, 2018-2021 

Thomas P. Colantuono 
United States Attorney 
District of New Hampshire, 2001-2009 

Stephen J. Cox 
Deputy Associate Attorney General, 2017-2020 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Texas, 2020-2021 

Richard Cullen 
United States Attorney  
Eastern District of Virginia, 1991-1993 
Attorney General of Virginia, 1997-1998 

William B. Cummings 
United States Attorney  
Eastern District of Virginia, 1975-1979 

Bud Cummins 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Arkansas, 2001-2006 

Richard P. Donoghue 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of New York, 2018-2020 
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Robert M. Duncan, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Kentucky, 2017-2021  
Assistant United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Kentucky, 2005-2017 

Mike Fragoso  
Deputy Assistant Attorney General, 2018-2019 

David J. Freed 
United States Attorney 
Middle District of Pennsylvania, 2017-2021 

Christopher Grieco  
Associate Deputy Attorney General, 2020-2021  
Senior Counsel to the Deputy Attorney General, 2019-
2020 

Justin E. Herdman 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Ohio, 2017-2021 

Robert J. Higdon, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of North Carolina, 2017-2021 

John W. Huber 
United States Attorney 
District of Utah, 2015-2021 

Drew Hudson 
Counsel to the Assistant Attorney General, 2017-2019 

Robert K. Hur 
Special Counsel, 2023-2024 
United States Attorney  
District of Maryland, 2018-2021 
Principal Associate Deputy Attorney General, 2017-2018 

D. Michael Hurst, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
Southern District of Mississippi, 2017-2021 

David C. Iglesias 
United States Attorney 
District of New Mexico, 2001-2007 

Jeff B. Jensen 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Missouri, 2017-2021 

Brendan V. Johnson 
United States Attorney 
District of South Dakota, 2009-2015 

William A. Kolibash 
United State Attorney  
Northern District of West Virginia, 1981-1993 

William R. Levi  
Chief of Staff and Senior Counselor to the Attorney 
General, 2020  
Counselor to the Attorney General, 2018-2019 

Guy Lewis 
Director 
Executive Office for United States Attorneys, 2002-2004 
United States Attorney 
Southern District of Florida, 2000-2002 

Jessie K. Liu 
United States Attorney 
District of Columbia, 2017-2020 

Maria Chapa Lopez 
United States Attorney 
Middle District of Florida, 2018-2021 
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Erica H. MacDonald  
United States Attorney  
District of Minnesota, 2018-2021 

Dan Mauler 
Trial Attorney, 2018-2021 

Robert G. McCampbell 
United States Attorney  
Western District of Oklahoma, 2001-2005 

R. Trent McCotter 
Deputy Associate Attorney General, 2020-2021 

Peter M. McCoy, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
District of South Carolina, 2020-2021 

A. Melvin McDonald 
United States Attorney 
District of Arizona, 1981-1985 
Attorney General's Advisory Committee, 1982-1985 
Maricopa County Superior Court Judge, 1974-1981 

Patrick M. McLaughlin 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Ohio, 1984-1988 

Brian T. Moran 
United States Attorney 
Western District of Washington, 2019-2021 

John Moran  
Chief of Staff, Deputy Chief of Staff, & Associate Deputy 
Attorney General, 2018-2021 

Erin Nealy Cox 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Texas, 2017-2021 

Christina E. Nolan 
United States Attorney 
District of Vermont, 2017-2021 

Ronald A. Parsons, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
District of South Dakota, 2018-2021 

Ryan K. Patrick  
United States Attorney 
Southern District of Texas, 2018-2021 

William J. Powell 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of West Virginia, 2017-2021 

Douglas Rathbun  
Counsel, Office of Legal Policy, 2018-2021  
Attorney-Adviser, 2007-2018  
Trial Attorney, 2000-2006 

John C. Richter 
United States Attorney  
Western District of Oklahoma, 2005-2009 
Acting Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, 
2005 

Richard B. Roper 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Texas, 2004-2009 

Harry Rosenberg 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Louisiana, 1990-1993 
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Rod J. Rosenstein 
United States Attorney 
District of Maryland, 2005-2017 
Deputy Attorney General, 2017-2019 

Reed D. Rubinstein 
Deputy Associate Attorney General, 2018-2019 

Bethany Shah 
Counsel to the Assistant Attorney General, 2017-2019  
Special Assistant United States Attorney  
Eastern District of Texas, 2020-2021 

Prerak Shah 
Acting United States Attorney  
Northern District of Texas, 2021  
First Assistant United States Attorney, 2020-2021 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General, 2020  
Deputy Associate Attorney General, 2019-2020 

R. Trent Shores  
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Oklahoma, 2017-2021 

Samuel K. Skinner 
United States Attorney 
Northern District Illinois, 1975-1977 
Vice Chairman  
Presidents Commission on Crime, 1984-1986  
Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation, 1989-1991 
Chief of Staff, White House, 1991-1992 

Gregg N. Sofer 
United States Attorney 
Western District of Texas, 2020-2021 

Eric Soskin 
Senior Trial Counsel, 2006-2021 

R. Lawrence Steele, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Indiana, 1981-1985 

Herbert J Stern 
United States Attorney 
District of New Jersey, 1970-1974 

Michael J. Sullivan 
United States Attorney  
District of Massachusetts, 2001-2009 
Acting Director  
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
2006-2009 

Johnny Sutton 
United States Attorney  
Western District of Texas, 2001-2009 

Brett Talley 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General  
Office of Legal Policy, 2017-2018 

Jeffrey A. Taylor 
United States Attorney  
District of Columbia, 2006-2009 
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G. Zachary Terwilliger 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Virginia, 2018-2021 

Larry D. Thompson 
United States Attorney  
Northern District of Georgia, 1982-1986 
Deputy Attorney General of the United States, 2001-2003 

Jessica Vu  
Counsel to the Assistant Attorney General for Civil 
Rights, 2017-2018 

Donald W. Washington 
United States Attorney  
Western District of Louisiana, 2001-2010 
Director 
United States Marshals Service, 2019-2021 

Daniel K. Webb 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Illinois, 1981-1985 

Joe D. Whitley 
United States Attorney 
Middle District of Georgia (Macon), 1981-1986 
Northern District of Georgia (Atlanta), 1990-1993 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, 
U.S. Department of Justice, 1986-1988 
Principal Deputy Associate Attorney General, 1988 
Acting Associate Attorney General  
U.S. Department of Justice, 1988-1989 
General Counsel  
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 2003-2005 

Billy J. Williams 
United States Attorney 
District of Oregon, 2015-2021 

Ronald G Woods 
United States Attorney  
Southern District of Texas, 1990-1993 

Debra Wong Yang 
United States Attorney 
Central District of California, 2002-2006 

Edward M. Yarbrough 
United States Attorney 
Middle District of Tennessee, 2007-2010 

  

 

 


