
January 28, 2025 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Chairman, United States Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary 
135 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
Ranking Member, United States Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary 
711 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Re: Confirmation of Kashyap P. Patel for Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Durbin: 
 
We, the signatories below, are former United States Attorneys and former U.S. Department of 
Justice officials who write in support of the confirmation of Kashyap P. Patel as Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

As former U.S. Attorneys and former Department of Justice officials, we are in a special position 
to assess the qualifications of Kash Patel to serve as our nation’s FBI Director. Kash Patel is unique 
in having years of experience in a variety of federal national-security roles, including as a federal 
prosecutor leading counterterrorism efforts and his service as the Chief of Staff to the Acting 
Secretary of Defense. His many past positions have equipped him for the FBI Director role and 
instilled in him a deep appreciation for individual rights and the constitutional structure governing 
the U.S. Department of Justice and the Executive Branch. 

The breadth and depth of Mr. Patel’s experience is remarkable. After completing law school, Mr. 
Patel served as both a state and federal public defender for eight years. Mr. Patel also served as a 
terrorism prosecutor at the Department of Justice, investigating and successfully prosecuting high-
value terrorist targets. As the National Security Advisor and Senior Counsel for the House 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (HPSCI), Mr. Patel led investigations into Russian 
efforts to influence the 2016 election while overseeing sensitive intelligence programs. 

Through his work as the Deputy Assistant to the President and Senior Director for 
Counterterrorism at the National Security Council, Mr. Patel played a crucial role in dismantling 
terrorist networks and preventing attacks on American soil. In particular he oversaw efforts to 
eliminate ISIS and Al Qaeda, resulting in the deaths of terrorist leaders Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and 
Qasem al-Rimi. Mr. Patel’s efforts likewise resulted in the rescue of numerous American hostages. 
Mr. Patel went on to serve as principal deputy in the Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
and as Chief of Staff to the Acting Secretary of Defense.  

As former U.S. Attorneys and former Department of Justice officials, we have worked with many 
outstanding FBI Directors, each different, and each with unique strengths and a particular vision 
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for the FBI. Mr. Patel will bring to this critically important office his unique and extensive 
experience combatting terrorism and protecting our national security. We have no doubt that Kash 
Patel will serve our nation in this important post with integrity and a tireless effort to protect the 
American people.  

We strongly urge you to support his confirmation. 
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Kurt Alme  
United States Attorney 
District of Montana, 2017-2020  

Michael G. Bailey 
United States Attorney 
District of Arizona, 2019-2021 

Bob Barr 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Georgia, 1986-1990 

John F. Bash 
United States Attorney 
Western District of Texas, 2017-2020 

Scott W. Brady 
United States Attorney 
Western District of Pennsylvania, 2017-2021 

John L. Brownlee 
United States Attorney 
Western District of Virginia, 2001-2008 

Ben Burgess 
United States Attorney 
District of Kansas, 1984-1990 

James Burnham 
Senior Counsel, 2017-2018  
Deputy Assistant Attorney General, 2018-2020  
Counselor to the Attorney General, 2020 

Thomas P. Colantuono 
United States Attorney 
District of New Hampshire, 2001-2009 

Stephen J. Cox 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Texas, 2020-2021 
Deputy Associate Attorney General, 2017-2020 

Bud Cummins 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Arkansas, 2001-2006 

David M. DeVillers  
United States Attorney 
Southern District of Ohio, 2019-2021 

D. Michael Dunavant 
United States Attorney 
Western District of Tennessee, 2017-2021 

David J. Freed 
United States Attorney 
Middle District of Pennsylvania, 2017-2021 

Gene Hamilton 
Counselor to the Attorney General, 2017-2021 

Justin E. Herdman 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Ohio, 2017-2021 

Robert J. Higdon, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of North Carolina, 2017-2021 

Drew Hudson 
Counsel to the Assistant Attorney General, 2017-2019 

Lawrence (Larry) Keefe  
United States Attorney  
Northern District of Florida, 2019-2021 

Mark Klaassen  
United States Attorney  
District of Wyoming, 2017-2021 
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William A. Kolibash 
United State Attorney  
Northern District of West Virginia, 1981-1993 

William R. Levi  
Chief of Staff and Senior Counselor to the Attorney 
General, 2020  
Counselor to the Attorney General, 2018-2019 

Guy Lewis 
Director 
Executive Office for United States Attorneys, 2002-2004 
United States Attorney 
Southern District of Florida, 2000-2002 

Maria Chapa Lopez 
United States Attorney 
Middle District of Florida, 2018-2021 

Jenn Mascott 
Associate Deputy Attorney General & Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General  
Office of Legal Counsel, 2019-2021 

Dan Mauler 
Trial Attorney, 2018-2021 

R. Trent McCotter 
Deputy Associate Attorney General, 2020-2021 

Peter M. McCoy, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
District of South Carolina, 2020-2021 

A. Melvin McDonald 
United States Attorney 
District of Arizona, 1981-1985 

John C. Milhiser  
United States Attorney  
Central District of Illinois, 2018-2021 

David E. O'Meilia 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Oklahoma, 2001-2009 

J. Douglas Overbey 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Tennessee, 2017–2021 

Ronald A. Parsons, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
District of South Dakota, 2018-2021 

Douglas Rathbun 
Counsel, Office of Legal Policy 
Assistant Chief, Antitrust Division 

Reed D. Rubinstein 
Deputy Associate Attorney General, 2018-2019 

Bethany Shah 
Counsel to the Assistant Attorney General, 2017-2019  
Special Assistant United States Attorney  
Eastern District of Texas, 2020-2021 

Prerak Shah 
Acting United States Attorney  
Northern District of Texas, 2021  
First Assistant United States Attorney, 2020-2021 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General, 2020  
Deputy Associate Attorney General, 2019-2020 

Michael Sherwin 
United States Attorney  
District of Columbia, 2020-2021 
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R. Trent Shores  
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Oklahoma, 2017-2021 

Gregg N. Sofer 
United States Attorney 
Western District of Texas, 2020-2021 

Eric Soskin 
Senior Trial Counsel, 2006-2020 

R. Lawrence Steele, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Indiana, 1981-1985 

Peter Strasser 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Louisiana, 2018-2021 

Michael B. Stuart 
United States Attorney 
Southern District of West Virginia, 2018-2021 

Michael J. Sullivan 
United States Attorney  
District of South Massachusetts, 2001-2009 
Acting Director  
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
2006-2009 

Johnny Sutton 
United States Attorney  
Western District of Texas, 2001-2009 

Brett Talley 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General  
Office of Legal Policy, 2017-2018 

Jay E. Town 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Alabama, 2017-2020 

Anna Mills Wagoner 
United States Attorney 
Middle District of North Carolina, 2001-2011 

Donald W. Washington 
United States Attorney  
Western District of Louisiana, 2001-2010 
Director 
United States Marshals Service, 2019-2021 

Matthew G. Whitaker 
United States Attorney, Southern District of Iowa 
2004-2009 
Acting Attorney General of the United States 
2018-2019 

Drew H. Wrigley 
Attorney General of North Dakota, 2022-Present 
United States Attorney  
District of North Dakota, 2001-2009, 2019-2021 

Edward M. Yarbrough 
United States Attorney 
Middle District of Tennessee, 2007-2010 

 

  

 




