October 2, 2023

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin
Chairman

U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Lindsey O. Graham
Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Nomination of Micah Smith to the United States District Court for the District of Hawaii

Dear Chairman Durbin and Senator Graham:

We write today to express our support for the nomination of Micah Smith to serve as a
District Judge on the United States District Court for the District of Hawaii. All of us served as
law clerks at the United States Supreme Court during October Term 2007, when Micah clerked
for Justice David Hackett Souter. Each of us signs this letter in a personal capacity and not on
behalf of any current or former employer.

We hold a diverse array of political and jurisprudential views and have worked in a wide
range of positions in public service, academia, and private practice. We are unified, however, in
our conviction that Micah possesses the extraordinary intellect, character, and temperament to
serve with distinction as a United States District Court judge.

As clerks, we worked very closely with Micah. We observed firsthand his approach to the
law: his immense analytical talent, his extraordinary writing ability, his unwavering diligence, and
his humility and open-mindedness. In his work, Micah exhibited integrity in every way. He
brought the same rigorous attention to every matter, irrespective of the parties or issues involved,
and he was conscientious and fair-minded in every task.

Micah also demonstrated the utmost consideration and respect toward everyone at the
Supreme Court, including co-clerks, Justices, and the entire Court staff. He was always kind, calm,
and collaborative. He welcomed frank and open discussion on any legal issue, with any colleague.
And he was equally well known for his warm smile and quiet generosity toward one and all.



Since our year together at the Court, Micah has worked in private practice, in the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York, and in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
District of Hawaii. Some of us have been fortunate enough to work alongside Micah in those roles
or to intersect on our professional paths. Whether we have followed Micah’s career from nearby
or afar, we have seen in it the same impressive traits that we witnessed at the Supreme Court.

We have known Micah for more than fifteen years, and we believe he has the necessary

qualifications and temperament to make an exemplary federal judge. We are united in supporting
his nomination to the United States District Court.
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