July 8, 2024

The Honorable Richard Durbin The Honorable Lindsey Graham
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary Ranking Member, Committee on the
Judiciary United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Nomination of Mary Kay Costello to the United States District Court for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania

Dear Senators Durbin and Graham:

We former Assistant United States Attorneys (AUSAs) for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania (EDPA) and other federal districts who have either worked alongside Mary
Kay Costello in EDPA, defended cases against her in EDPA, had her appear before us when
we were federal judges in EDPA, or are aware of her sterling reputation, write in support of
her nomination and confirmation. The signatories to this letter have previously served as:
presidentially appointed United States Attorneys; First Assistant United States Attorneys;
Criminal Division Chiefs; Civil Division Chiefs; unit supervisors, line AUSAs; as
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania County District Attorneys; and/or line Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania County Assistant District Attorneys. Currently, we are retired federal
judges, criminal defense attorneys, civil practitioners, or work at other federal and state
agencies. We include members of both political parties and independents.

Mary Kay has faithfully served our country for over 24 years first as a Staff Sergeant
in the United States Air Force for eight years directly out of high school and then since
April 2008 as an AUSA for EDPA. In between her military service and her service as an
AUSA, she achieved academic honors as a Phi Beta Kappa and Summa Cum Laude college
graduate and as a Magna Cum Laude law school graduate both at Temple University in
Philadelphia where she received the award for Excellence in Trial Advocacy. After
undergraduate and law school in Philadelphia she worked for six years in civil litigation at a
law firm in Philadelphia before her appointment as an AUSA in EDPA. This experience in
civil practice will be invaluable if she is confirmed and has the privilege of serving as a
District Court Judge in EDPA a district where she has resided and worked for her entire
career.

She currently serves as an AUSA in EDPA where she has worked on federal
prosecutions for over 16 vears in many different areas ensuring that justice is served for
Pennsylvanians that live in EDPA — she served in the healthcare and government fraud unit,
the consumer and commercial fraud unit, and is currently serving in the public corruption
and civil rights unit. She prosecuted numerous federal criminal cases involving health care
fraud and kickback schemes, schemes to defraud federally funded programs, loan fraud,
bribery involving federal programs drug diversion, embezzlement from an ERISA benefit
plan, tax frauds, violent crimes, illegal distribution of opioids, and other matters. The depth
and breadth of her widespread experience handling criminal and civil jury trials will be of
great benefit to the Eastern District of Pennsylvania if she is confirmed as a District Court
Judge.




Mary Kay is highly respected throughout our region by both federal and state
prosecutors, the defense bar, and civil practitioners. Based on her extensive experience, her
service to our country, her intellect, honesty and her well-earned stellar reputation for
fairness we unequivocally and wholeheartedly support Mary Kay’s nomination and
confirmation. She will be an asset to the District Court, and we offer our highest

recommendation.
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