
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin

Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 205 10

The Honorable Lindsey Graham

Ranking Member

Commi請ee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 205 10

Re: Nomination ofMagistrate Judge Be可amin J. Cheeks to the United States District Court for the

Southem District of Califomia

Dear Chaiman Durbin and Ranking Member Graham:

I respectfu11y submit this letter in strong and unequivocal support of the nomination of Magistrate Judge

Bepjamin J. Cheeks to the United States District Court for the Southem District of Califomia. I am a

former federal prosecutor, having served in the U.S. Attomey’s O鮪ce for the Southem District of

Califomia and prior to that in the District ofNew Jersey. I have worked alongside Judge Cheeks when

We Were both Assistant United States Attomeys, and on court committees and local bar organizations. I

have also had the pleasure ofwitnessing Judge Cheeks in court both as an advocate and from the bench.

Even more significantly, Pe血aps, I have spent time with him, his wife, and children, have seen瓜e type

Ofhusband and father he is, talked with him intently about his dedication to his family and being the best

father he could possibly be and know him to be a genuine and good person who has eamed my

unqualified trust. Through these varied expehences, I am quali宜ed to have an opmlOn On Judge

Cheeks’s faimess, apPlication ofthe law, and temperament as a judicial o縦cer and I can con宜dently say

Judge Cheeks is an excellent candidate for the District Court and I support his confirmation

Whol ehe arte dly.

山dge Cheeks has demonstrated his strong commitment to the rule of law and to public service, first as a

PrOSeCutOr With the Manhattan District Attomey’s O触ce in New York, then as an Assistant United

States Attomey in the Southem Disthct of Califomia, and most recently as a Magistrate Judge for the

Southem District of Califomia. Followmg his goverrment service and prior to his selection as a United

States Magistrate Judge, Judge Cheeks worked in prlVate PraCtice, Servmg aS an attOmey On血e

Criminal Justice Act panel of attomeys for the Southem District of Califomia. Additionally, Judge

Cheeks has served as a professor of law and given much ofhimselfto the next generation of attomeys

and inspiring them to an appreciation for our system of govemment and a dedication to the rule of law"

Over the last decade and a halfin San Diego, Judge Cheeks has eamed the deep respect ofthe legal

COmmmity by consistently demonstrating himself to be kind, fair, thoughtful, Well葛PrePared, and

leamed in the law. And those in the community who have sat alongside Judge Cheeks on court

COmittees, in civic education programs and on continuing legal education panels have always found
him to be giving ofhis time to mentor while remammg mOdest and eamest in his own e徹加s to continue

to leam and improve,

As a prosecutor, PnVate attOmey, PrOfessor, and Magistrate Judge, Judge Cheeks has served the

Southem District Court and its community with integrity and enthusiasm for more血an a decade" I have

no doubt he will do the same as a District Judge, and I support his nomination in the strongest terms

POSSible. Thank you for your consideration ofmy support.
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