










































 

EXHIBIT 13 



From: Reuven Merhav [mailto:rmerhav@gmail.com]  

Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 12:38 PM 

 

Subject: Re: SWC First Pre-Conference Meeting 
  

Dear Friends, 

I fully agree with Herb Block; regrettably I shall not be able to join you next 

week.  

It has been said quite a few times - it seems that we mix the means with the end.  

After over three years of existence, and with a promising beginning of a fine 

declaration and a well worded joint declaration with the EU, our pages are quite 

empty; no point in repeating what had been said time and again, but ESLI's chief 

aim was certainly not arrange conferences, in whicn XX countries will compare 

notes and design desirable goals,  without marking practical operational 

measures and the financial means necessary to accomplish them.  

 I therefore strongly suggest that we first and foremost put our house in order, 

see to it that we have a working mechanism with a duly established foundation, 

based on the guiding principles of June 30, 2009.  

This is why I suggest to postpone the proposed conference, until after we have 

achieved the above - as Herb Block rightly states in the last sentences of his mail.  

The fact that we have the means, budgeted by a well meaning ESLI supporter 

and benefactor like the US, does not mean we have to spend them. I could think 

of XX better ways to spend these funds for needy H/S and N/V any where. 

I recognize, however, the modest, but very important  beginnings in the area of 

looted art, initiated by or within ESLI. These have earned support of quite a few 

bodies, and I trust that in view of their success that support will continue.  

I am also of the opinion that the Government of the Czech Republic, which has 

initiated the ESLI idea, will continue its support for the idea and for the institute, 

making good use of its very unique position in the EU and in the Terezin 

Community as a whole.  

Best Passover - Pessach regards to all,  

Reuven Merhav          
 

 

  

2013/3/15 Herbert Block <Herbert.Block@jdcny.org> 

I cannot attend the meeting in Brussels on Wednesday but want to again register 

my serious concerns about a June conference date.  

  

There simply is not adequate time to properly prepare the SWC in three months, 

especially, as unlike the IPRC which covered an issue (property restitution) with 

which many are familiar, the topic of the social welfare needs of Nazi victims is 

one which has not heretofore been dealt with by many of the countries and 

mailto:rmerhav@gmail.com
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European bodies.  Therefore, more time is needed to look at how European 

institutions and governments might further address this matter, and to prepare 

some possible meaningful outcomes from the conference. Further, much material 

must be gathered from countries and NGOs and compiled and then written in a 

presentable form so it can be reviewed prior to the SWC.  

  

While the needs of Nazi Victims are immense, and they are aging, we do not need 

to quickly just have a conference that merely restates that and accomplishes 

nothing practical and concrete to benefit their condition.  To proceed with a 

conference in June --so that it can be said that ESLI held a conference, without 

the in-depth reports that are essential, without sufficient contacts having been 

made with European officials and institutions concerned about the social welfare 

of Holocaust survivors, and without more serious discussions about and 

approaches to possible funding sources beforehand – would amount to having a 

conference just to have another event, which I believe makes no sense.    

  

Further, I believe that there should be some parallel discussions about the future 

plans for and direction of ESLI as well as the follow-up needed from the IPRC 

last November. 

  

  
Herbert Block  

Assistant Executive Vice President  

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, New York  

phone: (212) 885-0815  

fax: (212) 370-5467  

email:  Herbert.Block@jdcny.org  

website:   www.jdc.org  
  

  

 
From: Social Welfare Conference 2013 [mailto:swc@shoahlegacy.org]  

Sent: Thursday, March 07, 2013 11:36 AM 

To: Herbert Block 

Subject: Invitation to the First Pre-Conference Meeting 
  
Prague, March 7, 2013  
  

  
Dear Mr. Block, 
In preparation for the upcoming Social Welfare Conference 2013 in Brussels, we would like to announce the First 

Pre-Conference Meeting and provide you with information on the draft schedule to enable you to make your travel 

arrangements.  
The First Pre-Conference Meeting will be held on March 19 - 20, 2013 in Brussels, Belgium. On the first day, 

March 19, 2013, the Welcome Reception will be held in the Prague House (Delegation of Prague to the 

European Union), Avenue Palmerston 16, 1000 Brussels. http://www.prague-house.eu/?lang=en 

mailto:Herbert.Block@jdcny.org
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On the second day, March 20, 2013, the working part of the first Pre-Conference meeting will be held in the 

premises of the Permanent Representation of the Czech Republic to the European Union, Rue Caroly 15, 1050 

Brussels – Ixelles. http://www.mzv.cz/representation_brussels/en/index.html 
Registration for the 1

st
 Pre-Conference meeting is required: 

  

Please register through the online registration form by March 13, 2013 by clicking here. 
  
After filling in the registration form, you will receive automatically generated confirmation of successful completion 

by email. The registration will only be valid after receiving a final confirmatory email by the organizers of the 

conference. If you do not fill in the registration form, we cannot guarantee your participation at the first Pre-

Conference meeting. 
  
Draft Schedule: 
  
Tuesday, March 19, 2013 
  
19:30 - 21:30     Welcome Reception 
  
Venue: Prague House, Delegation of Prague to the EU, Avenue Palmerston 16, Brussels 
                         
Wednesday, March 20, 2013 
  
8:30 - 9:00        Registration 
  
Venue: Permanent Representation of the Czech Republic to the European Union, Rue Caroly 15, Brussels 
  
9:00 - 10:30      Meeting with EU experts (brainstorming on the role of the EU in the process, desired outcomes 

vis-a-vis EU structures) 
                         
10:30 - 11:00     Coffee Break 
  
11:00 - 12:30     Discussing the draft Declaration and other conference outcomes 
                         
12:30 - 13:30     Lunch 
  
13:30 - 15:00     Discussing SWC agenda, speakers, participants 
             
15:00 - 15:30     Coffee Break     
15:30 - 16:30     Second Pre-conference agenda 
We kindly ask you to keep in mind that this is an initial version and is subject to change, but it provides you with the 

all the necessary information for your travel and accommodation planning.  
Accommodation: 
The number of hotel rooms available in Brussels is limited for the days surrounding the first Pre-Conference 

meeting because of a number of other events happening there. We strongly recommend that you do not hesitate 

with making a hotel reservation and book at your earliest convenience. 
We recommend the following hotels: 
1/ Hotel Radisson Blu EU, Rue d´Idalie 35, Brussels, http://www.radissonblu.com/euhotel-brussels 
The hotel is in a very short distance from both Pre-Conference venues. A fix rate of 339 EUR incl. breakfast (per 

single room per night) has been pre-arranged. 

http://www.mzv.cz/representation_brussels/en/index.html
http://crm.keynote.cz/civicrm/event/register?reset=1&id=16
http://www.radissonblu.com/euhotel-brussels


For reservations please contact Ms. Ans Van Extergem, Senior Sales Manager, T: +32 (0)2 626 81 30, M: +32 476 

57 58 93, ans.vanextergem@radissonblu.com. Please refer to the Permanent Representation of the Czech 

Republic when making your reservation. 
2/ Hotel Renaissance, Rue du Parnasse 19, Brussels, http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/brubr-renaissance-

brussels-hotel/ 
The hotel is in a very short distance from both Pre-Conference venues. A fixed price for the participants was not 

arranged, but is approx. 300 EUR per night. 
For reservations please contact Mr. Robert Nagys, Tel. +32 (0)2 505 24 75, robert.nagys@marriott.com. Please 

refer to the Permanent Representation of the Czech Republic, Mr. Radek Machů, when making your 

reservation. 
3/ Other possibilities of accommodation via www.booking.com 
Local transportation: 
Public transportation is easy and reliable, for more information on getting around please visit http://www.stib.be 
We recommend Taxiverts http://www.taxisverts.be 
Tel: +32 2 349.49.49 from abroad, Tel: 02/349 49 49 when using local telephone. The usual price from the airport to 

the city center is 30-40 EUR. 
Practical information: 
Travel and accommodation expenses of the participants are not covered by the organizers. 
Further information regarding the meeting and logistics will be accessible from March 11, 2013 at www.swc2013.eu 

and we will of course update you via email and send more information soon. 
Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us at swc@shoahlegacy.org. 
We look forward to seeing you in Brussels. 
Sincerely yours, 

Tereza Knapová 
Director a.I. 
 

European Shoah Legacy Institute 

Rytířská 31 

110 00 Prague 1 

Czech Republic 

www.shoahlegacy.org 
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EXHIBIT 16 
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DEAR CHAIRMAN SCHUMER AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 

 

THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME TO PRESENT A VOICE IN SUPPORT 

OF SENATE BILL 466.   I COME BEFORE YOU AS AN INDIVIDUAL, 

BUT I SPEAK ON BEHALF OF ALL SURVIVORS AND THE MILLIONS 

WHOSE VOICES WILL NEVER BE HEARD. 

 

MY NAME IS RENEE FIRESTONE.  I AM AN AUSCHWITZ SURVIVOR.  

 

I WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS A SERIOUS SITUATION STILL 

PLAGUING THE SURVIVORS. 

 

FOR YEARS WE HAVE BEEN TRYING, IN VAIN, TO COLLECT ON 

INSURANCE POLICIES ISSUED TO OUR FAMILIES PRIOR TO WORLD 

WAR II, AND WHICH REMAIN, TO DATE, LARGELY UNPAID. 
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WHEN WE TRIED TO MAKE OUR CLAIMS TO THE INSURANCE 

COMPANIES, THEY HAD THE AUDACITY TO TELL US WE NEEDED 

ORIGINAL DOCUMENTATION, OR WE WERE ASKED FOR DEATH 

CERTIFICATES OF THE PEOPLE TO WHOM POLICIES WERE ISSUED. 

 

WERE THEY INSANE?!!  DID THESE INSURANCE COMPANIES 

REALLY BELIEVE THAT AFTER THE NAZIS STRIPPED US OF OUR 

FAMILIES, OUR RIGHTS, OUR POSSESSIONS, OUR DIGNITY .  . . . 

EVEN THE HAIR ON OUR HEADS, THAT THEY WERE STANDING AT 

THE DOORS OF THE GAS CHAMBERS WHERE THEY MURDERED MY 

BELOVED MOTHER, HANDING OUT DEATH CERTIFICATES PROVING 

THEIR CRIMES? 

 

THIS INSULT WOULD HAVE BEEN BAD ENOUGH.   BUT WE 

SURVIVORS . . . AMERICAN CITIZENS . . . MANY OF WHOM, AFTER 

EMERGING FROM THE DEPTHS OF HELL, CAME HERE AND SERVED 

IN THE AMERICAN MILITARY . . . ARE BEING DEPRIVED BY OUR 

OWN GOVERNMENT OF OUR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO SEEK 

REDRESS FROM THE COURTS AND CLAIM WHAT IS RIGHTFULLY 

OURS. 
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YOU CAN NEVER KNOW, MR. CHAIRMAN, JUST HOW PAINFUL – 

AND RETRAUMATIZING

 

 – THAT IS TO US SURVIVORS. 

I HEAR WEEKLY FROM MANY OF MY FELLOW SURVIVORS HOW 

HURT AND OUTRAGED THEY ARE THAT THIS IS HAPPENING TO 

THEM.   IN FACT, THEIR FRUSTRATION FINALLY REACHED A 

BREAKING POINT AND OVER THE LAST TWO WEEKS HUNDREDS 

OF SURVIVORS AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS 

SIGNED PETITIONS, THE MAJORITY OF WHICH ARE FROM NEW 

YORK AND CALIFORNIA.  SIGNERS INCLUDE A NOBEL LAUREATE 

AND HIS WIFE, A WELL-KNOWN MEDICAL RESEARCHER, AND THE 

PETITIONS HAVE GONE TO OTHER MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AS 

WELL AS THE MEDIA.  THEY WANT THE WORLD TO KNOW WHAT 

INJUSTICE HAS BEEN HEAPED ON THEM. 

 

IN SPITE OF WHAT WAS PROMISED BY ICHEIC, ALLIANZ, 

GENERALI, AXA, AND OTHERS WHO ARE THE SOLE REPOSITORIES 

OF THE PROOF OF THESE POLICIES

 

, NEVER RELEASED THE FULL 

LISTS OF THE INSURED. 
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IN MY CASE, I WAS TOLD THAT MY FATHER’S NAME WAS NOT 

FOUND. 

 

HOWEVER, MY FIRST COUSIN, FRED JACKSON, WAS THE FIRST 

SURVIVOR WHO APPLIED TO ICHEIC AND COLLECTED FROM 

GENERALI BECAUSE  HE  WAS LUCKY ENOUGH TO FIND SOME 

PAPERS IN HIS HOUSE ON HIS RETURN HOME FROM THE DEATH 

CAMP. 

 

FRED’S MOTHER  . . . WAS MY FATHER’S SISTER.   WE LIVED IN THE 

SAME TOWN WHERE MY FATHER BUILT OUR BEAUTIFUL VILLA 

(WHICH IS STILL THERE), AND WHERE HE HAD A SUCCESSFUL 

BUSINESS IN THE MAIN CENTER OF OUR TOWN. 

 

MY FATHER WAS THE OLDEST SIBLING AND ADVISOR TO THE 

WHOLE FAMILY.  HE AND MY AUNT WERE VERY CLOSE.  THERE IS 

NO WAY

 

 THAT MY AUNT HAD INSURANCE AND MY FATHER DID 

NOT.   WHY WOULD HE ADVISE OTHERS TO GET INSURANCE AND 

NOT GET IT FOR HIMSELF AND HIS FAMILY? 



5 
 

ALL WE ARE SKING FOR IS TO HAVE OUR RIGHTS RESTORED 

THROUGH SENATE BILL 466 . . . AND TO BE ABLE TO SEEK THE AID 

OF OUR COURT SYSTEM TO ENFORCE OUR CLAIMS UNDER THESE 

INSURANCE POLICIES. 

 

WE ARE NOT BEGGARS OR GREEDY, AS SOME CALL US.  OUR 

FAMILIES PAID FOR THESE POLICIES WITH THE SWEAT OF THEIR 

BROWS, AND NOW  WE ONLY WANT WHAT IS RIGHTFULLY OURS. 

 

SHAMEFULLY, MANY JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS STAND IN 

OPPOSITION TO THE WILL OF THE SURVIVORS AND THE PASSAGE 

OF SENATE BILL 466.  HOW OBSCENE AND REPUGNANT THAT OUR 

OWN PEOPLE WOULD DENY THE RIGHTS OF THE SURVIVORS!!  

AND HOW PAINFUL

 

. 

WHERE WERE THESE SAME ORGANIZATIONS WHEN WE AND OUR 

PARENTS, BROTHERS, SISTERS, AND FRIENDS WERE BEING 

MURDERED?!  DID THEY COME TO OUR AID?  HOW DARE THEY 

NOW OPPOSE US. 
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I WISH THAT MY DEAR FRIEND CONGRESSMAN TOM LANTOS, THE 

ORIGINAL CHAMPION OF THIS BILL, WOULD BE HERE WITH US 

TODAY.  I KNOW THAT HIS LOVELY WIFE, ANNETTE,  IS HERE.  I AM 

GRATEFUL TO BOTH OF THEM. 

 

AGAIN . . . I AM HERE TODAY TO ASK THIS HONORABLE 

COMMITTEE TO SUPPORT SENATE BILL 466, AND ENSURE ITS 

SWIFT IMPLEMENTATION WHILE SOME SURVIVORS ARE STILL 

ALIVE.  WE ARE IN OUR 80’s and 90’s.  HALF OF ALL SURVIVORS IN 

THIS COUNTRY ARE DESTITUTE.   MR. CHAIRMAN, TIME IS OF THE 

ESSENCE IN ORDER TO SERVE JUSTICE AND PRESERVE THE 

DIGNITY OF THE REMAINING SURVIVORS IN OUR FINAL HOURS. 

 

I THANK THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THIS HONORABLE 

COMMITTEE FOR YOUR TIME AND FOR GIVING ME THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD. 
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EXHIBIT 17 



STATEMENT OF KLARA FIRESTONE 

 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

 

The Struggles of Recovering Assets for Holocaust Survivors 

 

September 18, 2014 

  

 

My name is Klara Firestone.  I was born in Prague, Czechoslovakia immediately 

following the end of World War II, and I am the daughter of two Holocaust 

survivors.  I am the founder and president (for my second term) of Second 

Generation of Los Angeles, a founding member of Generations of the Shoah 

International (GSI), and sit on the Board of the Los Angeles Museum of the 

Holocaust, the first museum and monument to the Holocaust in the United States.  

Since founding Second Generation in 1978, I have been steeped in Holocaust 

affairs and have worked hand-in-glove with the members of the survivor 

community in Los Angeles and our surrounding counties.  I come here today to 

speak on behalf of myself, my family, and the hundreds of Survivors and Second 

Generation who I have counseled and ministered to over the past 37years, and who 

have not had a voice to advocate for their rights.  As the leader of Second 

Generation of Los Angeles, I have facilitated hundreds of support groups for 

children of Holocaust survivors, and in more recent years, after becoming a 

psychotherapist, I facilitated therapy groups for Second Generation.  I have also 

been instrumental in helping survivor families navigate what have often been very 

complex and difficult relationships between parents and children given the extreme 

trauma that served as the backdrop for our developmental years, and most of our 

lives. 

 

There is a long trail of problems that tens of thousands of survivors and family 

members have confronted, too often with incredibly frustrating and painful 

outcomes.   The status quo is obviously not acceptable.  If half of all survivors 

worldwide — including in the United States — are living today in or near poverty, 

unable to afford even the basics for a dignified old age, the approach of the past 50 

years is obviously wrong.  The temptation is great to dwell on the past, but we 

know you called this hearing to see what can be done TODAY to make a change 

for the better.    What can be done today for survivors and their family members 

who have suffered terribly and continue to suffer?   The answer is very plain:   
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Germany must assume the responsibility to provide for all medically necessary and 

basic income needs of all Survivors.  

 

I would add my voice to the others who have discussed many of the medical and 

emotional issues that survivors and the Second Generation must deal with on a 

daily basis.  The problems are real, and they require serious professional attention, 

with properly trained health care and psychological care givers who understand the 

unique problems that survivors and their children must deal with.  Proper care 

requires a sea change in the funding available, and it is only just and right that this 

responsibility be assumed by the German government, and other entities that 

collaborated and profited from the Holocaust.   Later in this statement, I address 

the extremely important issue of the plight and suffering of so many of our Second 

Generation members, who are the forgotten victims of the Nazi’s atrocities and 

also deserve immediate and comprehensive support from Germany.   

 

If this Committee does one thing as a result of this hearing, we ask that you 

undertake a concerted, bi-partisan, and relentless effort to convince Chancellor 

Merkel and the German Bundestadt to make good on Chancellor Adenauer’s 

pledge in 1952 to take care of Holocaust survivors “to their last breath.”   

 

As my fellow panelist, Holocaust Survivor, Jack Rubin, stated in a recent Op-ed in 

the Jerusalem Post:  “[T]he fact is, Germany caused the massive medical and 

emotional problems survivors are confronting today, and Germany should pay for 

all of the survivors’ needs, without the bargaining and compromising that has 

become the Claims Conference’s specialty.  Survivors and heirs should have the 

right to recover their lost assets, including German properties, insurance claims, 

and artworks, and Germany should pay for the needs of indigent survivors.” 

  

My testimony follows in the footsteps of my mother, Renee Firestone, who 

appeared before the full House Committee on Foreign Affairs on November 16, 

2011, and before the Senate’s Judiciary Committee on June 20, 2012.    In the 

interest of conserving time, I have included her full written testimony to the House 

Committee as an exhibit to my written testimony and I reference it here, at this 

juncture.   I wish, however, to point up a few salient points from her testimony. 

 

At the age of 20, my mother was imprisoned for 13 months in the infamous death 

camp known as Auschwitz/Birkenau during the last years of World War II.   Her 

mother, my grandmother, was never even processed into the camp, but was gassed 

immediately on arrival to Auschwitz.  Six months after arrival at the camp, her 16 

year old sister, after whom I am named , was first experimented upon before being 
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shot by the Nazis to avoid her re-entering the general population of the camp and 

possibly exposing what the Nazis were doing.  Her father, Morris, died of 

tuberculosis shortly after liberation.  Her brother Frank, who had been a partisan . . 

.  a resistance fighter . . . was the only other member of her immediate family to 

survive.  In addition, we lost almost all of our huge extended family. 

 

Following liberation in 1945, she was reunited with her brother and soon-to-be 

husband, my father Bernard, who had been in a Hungarian forced labor camp and 

then interned at Mauthausen concentration camp. 

 

When the Holocaust ended, the fragments of Europe’s Jewish communities 

emerged broken and tattered, wanting nothing more than to find who of their 

families survived and begin rebuilding their lives.  They were too busy fighting 

their “demons” to care about fighting bureaucracy in order to claim what was due 

them.  Many believed, as my mother also did then, that this was “blood money” 

and wanted nothing to do with it.  They asked the question, “How can you 

compensate me for the loss of my parents, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins, 

etc. in dollars?  What value should I assign that?  So once again, their claims and 

needs went unmet.  In the years immediately after the war, these very young 

survivors traveled to whichever country would allow them access and safe haven, 

thankful to have the chance at new lives.  A handful made it to phenomenal wealth, 

but the majority did not, and today the educated estimates are that approximately 

half of all survivors in the United States are living at or below the poverty line.  

Yet when they have tried in the past to gain some measure of justice, they have 

been met with the appalling intransigence of the Claims Conference leadership and 

had the doors slammed in their faces. 

 

Can someone please tell me why, after suffering the humiliations and brutality of 

the Nazis, the survivors must now go begging for what is rightfully due them, 

suffering additional indignities and being re-traumatized, only this time by the ones 

who are ostensibly there to aid them!  If you could hear the comments and cries of 

the survivors at this betrayal, it would break your hearts, just as it broke mine. 

 

As the most active and visible leaders in our survivor community,  my mother and 

I have been approached hundreds of times by survivors and their children 

beseeching us to intervene on their behalf to recover restitution  which is rightfully 

theirs.  Time and time again we have attempted to do just that, and we, too, have 

been unsuccessful. 
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Even advocating for my own family has proved to no avail.  My beloved father 

passed away in 2001.  Prior to his death, he had received a letter from the Claims 

Conference confirming that they had assigned him a claim number for a particular 

fund and he would soon be receiving the monies.  After contacting them numerous 

times over the years, we are still waiting for those funds.  They now claim that they 

are unable to find his claim in the system.  You cannot imagine the pain this causes 

the loved ones of a Holocaust survivor, not to mention re-traumatizing the 

survivors themselves, and this is the kind of problem I hear about over and over 

again. 

 

With so many obstacles to obtaining what belonged to them, the survivors sought a 

different route to recover some part of their family legacies.  They attempted to file 

claims with the insurance companies that had insured their parents’ lives and 

properties through the auspices of ICHEIC, the International Committee on 

Holocaust Era Insurance Claims.  Once again they hit a wall, thwarted by the 

ineffectiveness of ICHEIC.  

 

My mother spoke to me numerous times about her certainty that her father had 

insurance to cover his business, their home, and his life.  Her comment was almost 

always the same, “My father was sort of the patriarch of the family.  Everyone, 

including his brothers and sisters would come to him for advice on all matters.  

Why would he advise his relatives to get insurance and then not purchase it for 

himself and his family?”  This makes no logical sense.   By a stroke of magical 

luck, my mother’s first cousin found some documents when he went home after the 

war, including the insurance policy of his parents.  He was the very first survivor to 

recover from ICHEIC because of this document, although others were not so 

lucky.  And when the children of his deceased brothers finally discovered that they 

could claim as well, they tried but were told that the claim had already been paid.  

So much for “adequate and sufficient notice to claimants.” 

 

As my mother stated in her testimony on November 16, 2011,  

 

 My father was a very responsible man, with a business and real property in 

order to provide our family with an upper middle class standard of living in pre-

war Czechoslovakia (annexed by Hungary in 1938).  I am certain he had 

insurance.  But when I filed my claim, after all the fanfare, the Commission 

(ICHEIC) informed me that his name was not on any of the lists.  This is difficult 

for me to accept, but since it is well-known that the lists produced by Generali and 

the other insurance companies were incomplete, I wonder why the U.S. 
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government has neither demanded a full accounting, nor allowed the states to 

require it.   

 

*  *  * 

 

Here are some facts that this Committee and Congress should know about 

when they come to evaluate the insurance companies’ and anyone else’s claim that 

Holocaust survivors, and the children and grandchildren of Holocaust victims, 

should be satisfied with ICHEIC, rather than have our rights enforced.   

 

ICHEIC was chartered under Swiss law and headquartered in London to 

avoid American public record laws and court subpoenas.  It was funded by the 

insurance companies themselves, its meetings were conducted in secret, and 

minutes were not even published of the secret meetings.   

 

Almost all survivors were frustrated and insulted by their ICHEIC 

experiences.   This was conveyed to Congress in a series of hearings between 2000 

and 2003.  The survivors regaled experiences such as multi-year waits for 

responses, denials without any explanation, demands for information that no 

claimant could be expected to know (such as the birthdates or death certificates of 

relatives who perished in the Holocaust), and denials of claims even where policies 

were proven to have existed (Generali’s “Negative Evidence Rule”).            

 

In its first five years, ICHEIC spent more money on administrative 

expenses than it paid in claims.  Chairman Lawrence Eagleburger told a 

Congressional Committee that ICHEIC’s internal processes were “none of its 

[Congress’s] business.” 

 

In 2002, Congressman Henry Waxman wrote:  “Holocaust survivors have 

been waiting decades to reclaim Holocaust-era insurance policies.  Unfortunately, 

the . . . majority of the companies that have agreed to the ICHEIC process have not 

lived up to their obligation to disclose policyholder lists. The ICHEIC member 

companies also appear to have wrongfully rejected, undervalued or left 

unanswered the claims of many survivors.”      

 

In 2003, Congress even passed a law -- the Foreign Affairs Authorization 

Act -- that required the State Department to collect information on ICHEIC 

companies’ claims, practices, and results.   However, ICHEIC refused to comply 

with this requirement as the State Department reported in its annual reports each 

year. 
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When ICHEIC ended in 2007, it had paid fewer than 14,000 of the 800,000 

life/annuity/endowment polices estimated to be owned by European Jews in 1938.   

The total paid on policies was $250 million, less than three percent (3%) of the 

$18 billion in outstanding values at the time, according to the estimate of 

economist Zabludoff, using what he regards as very conservative numbers.  Today 

the unpaid amount of Holocaust era insurance policies exceeds $20 billion. 

 

ICHEIC also issued 34,000 checks for $1000 each which it termed 

“humanitarian” in nature, but which survivors considered insulting 

rejections.  Yet ICHEIC and its supporters today take credit for having “paid 

48,000 claims,” an obvious attempt to inflate its results and give the appearance of 

success to a process that badly failed. 

 

You can also imagine our shock when, after ICHEIC ended, its Chief 

Executive Officer, Mara Rudman, became a paid lobbyist for the American 

Insurance Association – the umbrella U.S. group lobbying against the original 

version of HR 890 that was introduced by the late Congressman Tom Lantos in 

2007.  Mr. Lantos, the only Holocaust survivor to ever serve in Congress, was a 

dear friend of mine.  His widow, Annette Lantos, as well as his daughter Katrina, 

have remained committed advocates for the rights of Holocaust survivors.    

 

As a Californian, I am also proud to say that our Insurance Commissioners, 

especially former Commissioner, and now Congressman, John Garamendi, were 

among the very few who stood toe to toe with the insurance companies and even 

the Jewish groups on ICHEIC who were so ready to cave into the insurance 

companies and short-change the survivors.  Mr. Garamendi fought passionately 

for our interests.     

 

Unfortunately, despite Mr. Garamendi’s tireless efforts to make ICHEIC 

work to benefit claimants, the insurance companies won big by paying so few 

policies, by paying such small settlements, and by convincing the Supreme Court 

that the states did not have the right to allow us Holocaust survivors to hold the 

insurers accountable for their actions.  This loss was devastating, and shocked 

survivors throughout the State and the country.    

 

Not only are we distraught over the way the courts have disrespected 

Holocaust survivors, but the records that the Holocaust Survivors Foundation USA 

has found under the Freedom of Information Act show that the State and Justice 

Departments acted terribly in their court papers and Congressional testimony.  We 
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cannot understand how our own government became the adversary of Holocaust 

survivors in the 21
st
 Century.   

 Despite the claim that the United States and Europe have been “successful 

in Holocaust restitution," that is far from the truth.  Specific property restitution 

for individuals has been largely unfulfilled.  Only a fraction of the properties 

actually looted during the Holocaust were "recovered" or restituted in any general 

sense, and of those funds, only a small portion recovered and deemed "heirless" or 

for "humanitarian purposes" has trickled down to meet the pressing social service 
needs of the remaining Holocaust survivors.    

 Tragically, tens of thousands of survivors, including many thousands in the 

US, are facing dire problems.  They cannot meet basic home and health care 

needs, or pay for medicines, dentures, eyeglasses, hearing aids, or walkers, or 

receive transportation to the doctor.  This may shock most leaders and public 

officials, but it has been documented with increasing frequency in the Jewish and 

mainstream media.    

 In the United States, half of all survivors – more than 50,000 – either live 

below the poverty line (25%) or have incomes so low they are considered “poor” 

given the cost of living in their communities.  In my hometown of Los Angeles, 39% 

of all Holocaust survivors live below the poverty line.  This is a moral and human 

tragedy that should never have been accepted, but it was, and it continues today.   

Yet we survivors, and our children, are dealing with these tragedies day in and day 

out, and the governmental and philanthropic establishments have been sadly 

protective of status quo organizations and corporations, rather than protective of 

survivors’ rights, interests, and needs. 

 How did this state of affairs come to pass?  The role of the Conference on 

Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, Inc. (“Claims Conference”) in the 

restitution failures is a common thread that cannot be ignored.  One of the reasons 

victims have done so badly in the property and insurance negotiations is that the 

organizations primarily doing the negotiating (the Claims Conference, the World 

Jewish Congress, the World Jewish Restitution Organization—WJRO) are less 

interested in individual claims being honored than in “global settlements” which 

result in funds they can control.  Even Stuart Eizenstat, no champion of survivors’ 

rights, recognized this in his book Imperfect Justice. 

 

 As reported in the media and testified in Congressional committees, the 

Claims Conference has drawn the ire of Holocaust survivors throughout the world 
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for its lack of survivor representation in policy making, for policies that cause 

grave harm to thousands of impoverished survivors, for its lack of transparency in 

the handling of restituted assets, and worst of all, for its use of restitution funds for 

pet projects including grants to board members and cronies of organization 

officials, and other serious concerns.       

 

The Claims Conference is a creation of the early 1950’s.  It reflects a 

political decision made by leaders of the Jewish community and the German 

government, in the aftermath of the Holocaust, to have a mechanism to channel 

German reparations to Holocaust survivors.  For over 40 years, there were no 

official survivor organizations on the Claims Conference board of directors.   In 

the 1990’s two “survivor groups” were added to the board, but today only 2 of the 

24 voting board members are survivor organizations.  So, the Claims Conference’s 

board members and officers were neither elected by survivors, nor does it morally 

represent the Nazi victims in whose names the organization obtains its funds.   

 

 After German reunification in the early 90s, Germany passed a law making 

the Claims Conference the legal heir ("successor organization") to East German 

properties not claimed by direct heirs within the outrageously short time limit set 

by the Germans.   However, the Conference did not publish information about the 

names of the Jewish owners of these properties, and then claimed them as their 

own!   To make matters worse, the courts have supported the Claims Conference’s 

claim to ownership of such properties – even against the legitimate heirs of 

Holocaust victims who had no idea about the two year deadline – including many 

who understandably had no idea about family assets before the devastation of the 

Holocaust.    

 

  Moreover, the Claims Conference has never fully accounted for nor 

disclosed information about properties it obtained after German reunification that 

were owned by Jews before World War II.   Nor has there ever been an audit of the 

organization’s asset base by an independent outside authority that is accountable 

to the public or the government. 

 

 The shell game taking place was that the Claims Conference ousted 

thousands of German property heirs of their rights, and then turned around and 

used the properties for various “research, documentation, and education” projects 

which were only authorized for the Claims Conference after it amended its by-laws 

in 1994 – not coincidentally after becoming the “owner” of the “heirless” Jewish 

German properties.   
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    Yet, without a mandate to use all of the funds at its disposal for the needs 

of survivors, it has spent far in excess of $250 million in the last 15 years on 

projects unrelated to survivors and their welfare.   Many of these "research, 

documentation, and education grants are made to organizations that sit on the 

Claims Conference Board of Directors.    Survivors question the legitimacy of 

these grants, and have for over a decade, yet we hear silence from most public 

officials and private community leaders.    

 Let me repeat – despite tens of thousands of impoverished Holocaust 

survivors suffering from inadequate nutrition, housing, medical care, home care, 

and other vital services, the Claims Conference has seen fit to squander $250 

million for non-survivor “research, education and documentation” projects, 

including many insider grants – a quarter of a billion dollars worth of guaranteed 

Holocaust survivor suffering intentionally imposed by the Claims Conference.  
How can Congress and other leaders be silent in the face of such cruelty? 

    There has never been a full, public accounting of the actual value of the 

assets, including real estate, art, and other properties in the Claims Conference’s 

inventory of assets.  This lack of information is not only inconsistent with all 

modern notions of necessary transparency of organizations dealing with the public 

trust, but it makes a mockery of the constant refrain of the past decade  -- that it 

"does not have enough funds" to meet the current needs of survivors around the 

world.        

 Among the many terrible, painful, and disgraceful indignities we have been 

made to suffer occurred in 2002 when Israel Singer, then-President of the Claims 

Conference (and simultaneously Secretary General of the World Jewish Congress) 

wrote an article in a prominent Jewish journal giving elaborate details about all of 

the education and building projects that the Claims Conference was going to 

create “with Holocaust restitution funds after the survivors are gone."   This 

column outraged survivors throughout the country, as Holocaust Survivors 

Foundation USA President David Schaecter wrote in response:    

 

How can plans for a "Jewish People's Fund" go forward while 

survivors languish on waiting lists for the health care they deserve, 

especially after all they have endured? How dare these institutions 

presume to spend "restituted" funds for their favored "philanthropic" 

projects into the next century, using money claimed from the most 

terrorized victims of the past century? Who will take responsibility for 

ensuring that the individuals around whom much of our modern 
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Jewish existence is centered - Holocaust victims - are not abandoned 

a second time?  

 

Despite an outpouring of survivor anger, and limited media coverage of this 

startling admission by Rabbi Singer that what the survivors had feared all along 

was really being planned, very little changed.   Pressure from some communities 

has caused the Claims Conference to increase allocations here, and there, as if 

they were applying grease to a squeaky wheel.    But how can survivors' rights be 

toyed with so shamelessly? 

 

 You might recognize Mr. Singer's name.   He was dismissed in early 2007 

from his position as Secretary General of the World Jewish Congress for a variety 

of financial improprieties, including taking over a million dollars from one of the 

Claims Conference organizations (the Jewish Agency) and placing it in a secret 

Swiss Bank account.   Yet for a long period, he retained his position as President 

of the Claims Conference, while the Chairman, Julius Berman (who remains 

Chairman today), saw “no reason to take action” and remove him because Rabbi 

Singer allegedly “has never been involved in the financial decisions of the Claims 

Conference.”  Ultimately, public pressure caused the Claims Conference to 

dismiss Rabbi Singer. 

 However, for purposes of HR 890, it is important for this Committee to 

understand that during the entire ICHEIC period, when it opened in 1998 until it 

closed in March 2007, Israel Singer was the “leading” voice of the “Jewish” side.   

As noted, this was a body where the insurance companies were fully represented, 

but not claimants.  ICHEIC documents show that Rabbi Singer himself 

represented three different “Jewish groups” on ICHEIC – the Claims Conference, 

the World Jewish Congress, and the World Jewish Restitution Organization 

(WJRO).    So, when these groups stand before Congress to oppose my 

constitutional right as an American citizen to go to court against these insurers, 

based on ICHEIC, they are really defending outcomes engineered or approved by 

an insular group of non-elected and non-representative big-shots with no legal or 
moral right to speak or act for us, the victims, or our families.     

 The Claims Conference has continued to act as if it owns these survivor 

funds, and the sincere outcry of decent people has been overwhelmed by the 

institutional power of the Claims Conference's funding practices.   These practices 

include silencing opposition by funding a myriad of non-survivor programs around 

the world, and by creating the fear in communities that it might reduce the minimal 
funding it provides to Jewish family service organizations for survivors' needs.  
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Had they been able to pursue a recovery on these insurance policies, perhaps we 

would not have had the need to be here today and the survivors would have had the 

financial resources to live out their golden years in peaceful and dignified security. 

 
In more recent years, the Survivors trusted that the U.S. government believed the 

survivors had made great contributions to their adopted homeland and were 

valuable enough to accord them the same rights as every other citizen of this great 

country.  And here, too, they were grossly disappointed . . . by our own State 

Department, Executive Branch of our government, and by Congress in not 

restoring the survivors’ right to have their “day in court” against the insurance 

companies.   

 

Finally, I wish to touch on an issue which has yet to be discussed, but vitally 

important, and which has no other platform to be heard.  And that is the plight and 

suffering of many of our Second Generation members.  Although we are not 

always certain of the mechanism and how it functions, there is an awareness now 

of something called “transmitted trauma,” the concept that the trauma our parents 

went through has been passed down to some of us, the results of which manifest as 

if they themselves had experienced the trauma directly.  They exhibit a sort of 

vicarious PTSD, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, with all the attendant 

symptomology . . .  “flashbacks” of events that they did not experience, but were 

most likely gained from stories fed to them “with mother’s milk” at an 

impressionable age, irrational fears such as people coming in the middle of the 

night to take them away, hallucinations that Nazi soldiers are coming down the 

aisles in a movie theater, startle reflex, etc.  I can’t begin to tell you the number of 

desperate calls I have received from survivor parents troubled over their child’s 

mental health.  Some of these children have been so damaged by the time they 

reached their teenage years that they have been totally disabled and dysfunctional 

for the rest of their lives.  Additionally, for some of them who have only been 

marginally affected by their parents’ experiences, the stresses of now having to be 

caregivers to their parents while experiencing financial hardships has taken an 

enormous emotional toll on us.  The survivors come with unique “baggage” that 

only serves to exacerbate the already difficult and stressful task of caring for an 

aging parent. 

 

We have watched and suffered alongside our parents in their struggle for justice.  

The thought that our “inheritance” will go into the coffers of the Claims 

Conference and its affiliates just heightens our frustration and pain.  On June 22, 

2014, the JTA published an article entitled Considering future, Claims Conference 
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weighs shutting down vs. Holocaust Education.    In that article, the Claims 

Conference  stated, “Given the Claims Conference’s successes at convincing 

Germany to increase its funding for survivors, the panel concluded that “to close 

down without attempting to leverage its position and significant experience in the 

service of Holocaust education and remembrance would be to miss a major 

opportunity.”http://www.jewishpress.com/news/breaking-news/considering-future-

claims-conference-weighs-shutting-down-vs-holocaust-education/2014/06/22/.”   

The survivor community’s response was incredulous.   First, with half of all 

survivors living in or near the poverty line and lacking the funds they need for even 

basic necessities of life, the statement that the Claims Conference has been 

“successful” in obtaining funding for survivors defies reality.    

 

Further, it is offensive to survivors and their family members to perpetrate the 

myth that the Claims Conference is indispensable for Holocaust education and 

remembrance.  Who do they think has been providing it all these years since the 

end of the Holocaust?  The answer is:  The Holocaust Survivors and their families.   

Who has spearheaded and funded all the Holocaust museums and memorials and 

monuments in this country and abroad?  The survivors!  And who began the 

process of educating the masses on the atrocities and lessons gleaned from the 

Holocaust?  The Survivors!  My mother said to me, “If they want to pay for 

Holocaust education, they can start by paying me for the 35 years I have been 

speaking to the world about my experiences.” 

And, in the unlikely event that any funds should remain after the last of the 

Survivors have left this world, those funds are the rightful inheritance of the 

children and grandchildren of the Survivors, and only they can and should decide 

how that is disposed of.   

We children of survivors feel the inadequacy of our words whenever we attempt  

to convey the suffering of our parents and families to others,  especially to the 

members of this Honorable Committee, our own representatives, all of which 

suffering was for no good reason.  Except now, we have the platform to express the 

harsh fact that Germany has shirked  its responsibilities to our loved ones who are 

without adequate resources to be cared for properly and to allow for a healing of 

the physical and mental wounds obtained at the hands the Nazi German Regime. 

Why should others who are not the perpetrators be pushed to provide inadequate 

resources thus allowing the tragic suffering to continue to this day without relief? 

 

http://www.jewishpress.com/news/breaking-news/considering-future-claims-conference-weighs-shutting-down-vs-holocaust-education/2014/06/22/
http://www.jewishpress.com/news/breaking-news/considering-future-claims-conference-weighs-shutting-down-vs-holocaust-education/2014/06/22/
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That is why we are so grateful to you, the members of this Committee, for the 

opportunity to plead our cause and to urge you, in the strongest terms, to use your 

power and press our own government, starting with the President, the Secretary of 

State and the Attorney General, and all of you, to demand that Germany provide 

the ADEQUATE funds necessary until all survivors have gone, as was promised 

by Chancellor Adenauer right after the War’s end. Our efforts for decades in this 

regard were without appropriate answers. Nothing!  Instead silence. followed by 

crumbs when the funders got around to it. 

 

It is “one minute to Midnight” and if something is not done quickly and 

sufficiently, my fear is that thousands of the remaining survivors will die 

tragically, suffering their unmet medical and psychological needs. 

  

Simply put, Germany must resume its moral responsibility to care for ALL the 

medical and mental health needs of the survivors and their families, with no more 

back turning or sloughing off these huge responsibilities onto the shoulders of 

others.  

We call upon this honorable Committee and its members to press Chancellor 

Merkel and the German government to fully fund the needs of our aging Survivors, 

without offset or delay. 

Chairman Ros-Lehtinen, thank you for allowing me to testify, and I request that I 

can submit the attached exhibits in the Hearing Record.  I also wish to thank 

Chairman Royce for allowing Mr. Rohrabacher, Chairman of the Europe 

Subcommittee, and Ms. Ros-Lehtinen and Mr. Deutch, Chairman and Ranking 

Member of the Middle East and North Africa Subcommittee, to hold this hearing.  

I thank Mr. Rohrabacher for agreeing to co-sponsor this hearing.  And, a most 

special thank you goes to Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen and Congressman Ted 

Deutch, who have been the most steadfast supporters of the Survivor community 

and champions of our cause against tremendous odds, for many, many years. 
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Help for Holocaust victims

Two bills in Congress could remove roadblocks faced by those who bought insurance to
protect themselves and their families against the Nazis.

June 15, 2012

In Europe, as the Nazis rose to power, many Jews tried to protect
themselves and their families financially by purchasing life insurance
policies, annuities, even dowry policies. For decades after World War
II, getting payment on those policies — particularly difficult when
survivors and heirs had been stripped of all their possessions, including
family records — became part of the larger challenge of how to
compensate those who suffered at the hands of the Nazis. Two bills in
Congress would help families recover money long denied them. They
deserve approval.

With the support of the U.S. government, the insurance industry set up
an international commission in 1998 through which European insurers
agreed to pay out thousands of claims, using relaxed standards of proof.
Not all survivors chose to go through the International Commission on
Holocaust Era Insurance Claims or to accept the payments they were
offered. Many criticized the insurers for underpaying or unfairly
denying claims. Instead, some filed lawsuits in the U.S. against European insurers doing business here as well. But
federal courts rebuffed their attempts, saying they interfered with U.S. foreign policy, which was geared toward
securing the European insurance companies' cooperation with the commission and promoting it as the exclusive arena
for survivors' claims.

The bills in the House and the Senate would overrule those court decisions and allow survivors to sue. The legislation
would also allow states to enact laws (as California once tried to do) to compel European insurers doing business in
the state to disclose the names of policyholders from the Holocaust era.

Both theGeorge W. Bushand the Obama administrations have urged courts to disallow individual lawsuits. And the
current administration says the legislation would harm the processing of any Holocaust-era claims still underway and
cripple relations with countries the U.S. has entered into agreements with regarding a variety of reparation and
restitution issues from that period.

Those objections are overblown. The U.S. never guaranteed European insurers that they would be immune from
litigation in return for settling claims through the commission. United States officials promised only to file statements
in lawsuits arguing that the cases be dismissed in the interest of foreign policy. And they've done that.

Simply allowing survivors to sue is no guarantee of legal success, and many might face arduous battles in court. But
that is their risk to take. The U.S. government should not stand in their way.

Copyright © 2012, Los Angeles Times
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Member Organizations  

(Partial List) 
 

Amer. Assn. of Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors of Greater Boston 

 

Assn. of Holocaust Survivors from 

Former USSR, Los Angeles 
 

 

C.A.N.D.L.E.S., Terre Haute, IN 
 

Child Survivors of Arizona 
 

Child Survivors/Hidden Children of 

the Holocaust 
 

Coalition of Holocaust Survivor 

Clubs in South Florida  
 

Council of Nazi Holocaust Survivor 

Organizations of So. California 
 

Habonim Cultural Club, Miami  
 
 

Holocaust Child Survivors &   

Friends of Greater Hartford 

 

Holocaust Survivors Club of   

Boca  Raton 
 

Holocaust Survivors of  

Greater Detroit 
 

Holocaust Survivors of  

Greater Pittsburgh 
 

Holocaust Survivors of   

South Florida 
 

Holocaust Survivors Group of 

Southern Nevada 
 

Houston Council of  

Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
 

The Jewish Holocaust Survivors & 

Friends of Greater Washington 
  

Jewish Survivors of Latvia, Inc. 
New York 

 

National Assn. of Jewish Child 

Holocaust Survivors, Inc. 
 

New American Jewish Social Club,  

Miami  
 

New Cracow Friendship Society,  

New York 
 

Survivors of Atlantic City, NJ 
  

Survivors of the Holocaust Asset 

Recovery Project, Seattle 
 

Survivors of the Holocaust of      
New Mexico 

 

Tikvah Acharay Hashoah,  

San Francisco 

 

         

Holocaust Survivors Foundation USA Statement on Recent JFNA 

Announcement Regarding U.S. Government Funding for Holocaust  

Survivors Social Services 

April 10, 2018 

         

 Contact:  Louise Lawrence-Israels, HSF Executive Committee -- (301) 530-6888 

                  Samuel J. Dubbin, HSF Counsel – (305) 815-8060 

  
 

As Holocaust survivors, and elected leaders of Holocaust survivor groups, we 

were shocked to read William Daroff’s and JFNA’s recent statement describing an 

increase in Federal government spending from $2.5 to $5 million for Holocaust 

survivors’ needs as enabling the system “to ensure that Holocaust survivors are able 

to live in dignity and comfort for the remainder of their lives.”  We are supplying 

these facts to make sure that Mr. Daroff, the JFNA leadership, and the entire Jewish 

community truly understand the actual harsh realities that survivors in need are facing 

each and every day.   

  

            Survivors have vastly greater medical, emergency, and long-term care needs 

than others due to the torture, starvation, death marches, and other criminal actions of 

the Germany Nazi regime.  With home care alone costing at least $15  per hour in 

medium sized cities, and the average survivor in his or her 80s and 90s needing a 

minimum of 25 hours of home care per week, $2.5 million would provide only 

enough home care for a total of 128 Holocaust survivors.   Of course, many survivors 

need significantly more home care hours every week -- many needing it 24/7.  With 

30,000 U.S. survivors living in poverty, as JFNA acknowledged, it is ludicrous for 

Mr. Daroff or JFNA to make the statement they made.  Shame on them.   

 

            We regret a release with such inaccurate information has been disseminated 

and trust Mr. Daroff and JFNA will issue the correct information as rapidly as 

possible!   We survivors have been fighting to get the Jewish Community to 

understand how much underinvestment continues when it comes to providing help for 

the tens of thousands of survivors in need.  We cannot understand the misinformation 

and tone deafness about the actual plight among so many survivors who have suffered 

for so long – during the Holocaust, and in the years since in grinding poverty and 

without the financial means for basic health care and other essential needs.    

 

            We only pray fervently that the Claims Conference, as well, will negotiate 

seriously in their long awaited annual meeting with German government officials, 

because every year their results only reinforce the poverty and suffering among 

survivors in need.   The proof?  After years negotiations, the current allocations from 

Germany provide about one-third of the home care funding for survivors currently 

being served.  It is long-past time for those “in charge” to articulate the true suffering 

that continues despite these negotiations each and every year! 
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Holocaust Survivors’ Foundation USA 
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Page 2 

 

  

          This must stop soon, as it is one minute to midnight for survivors and they 

should see liberation from their suffering right away, before time has run out! 

 

  In 2016, both Houses of the U.S. Congress unanimously passed resolutions 

calling on the government of Germany to fully fund 100% of survivors’ needs 

worldwide.  They understood that current levels of funding from Germany, through 

the Claims Conference and current system, are grossly inadequate and subject to 

arbitrary limits.  It is long overdue for the Jewish leadership to join with the survivors 

and demand, from Germany, full funding so survivors will in truth be able to live their 

lives in dignity.    

 
 
 

The Holocaust Survivors Foundation USA Executive Committee:   

 

Israel Arbeiter, Boston MA 

Dena Axelrod, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

Renee Firestone, Los Angeles, CA 

Ella Frumkin, Los Angeles, CA 

Nesse Godin, Washington D.C. 

Jay Ipson, Richmond, VA 

Louise Lawrence-Israels, Washington D.C. 

Herbert Karliner, Miami Beach, FL 

Annette Lantos, Washington, D.C. 

David Mermelstein, Miami FL 

Alex Moskovic, Harrisonburg, VA 

Leo Rechter, Queens, NY 

Shirley Rubin, Boynton Beach, FL 

David Schaecter, Miami, FL 

Anita Schuster, Las Vegas NV 

Charles Srebnik, New York, NY 

Agnes Vertes, Weston, CT 

Esther Widman, Brooklyn NY 
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Holocaust Survivors Foundation USA (HSF) Statement In Response to  

         Claims Conference-Germany Negotiations – July 13, 2017 

 

     Contact:  David Schaecter, President (305) 742-8501 

  

 Once again, the Claims Conference announcement of their so-called negotiations 

will mean little to thousands of survivors in dire need of serious health care, mental 

health care and all the rest of the services they currently are deprived of for lack of 

the resources Germany should have been provided to so many deserving of help.  Even 

a quick reading of the results of these so-called negotiations makes clear there was 

no intention in helping all the survivors who continue to suffer year after year. How 

can this be? The House and Senate unanimously passed resolutions voicing their strong 

support of such assistance so urgently needed be provided and no effort was apparently 

made art all in the few days they sat in what are termed negotiations showing how little 

they care about  survivors by the thousands remained mired in poverty and lack of 

basic care medically mandated by professionals yet still not made available.   

 

 Shame on this group of people who say they are negotiating and come up this thee 

pitiful results while these survivors apparently are expected somehow to survive with 

no care for yet another year of suffering.  Why is there no outcry by our 

Jewish community as the Congress was quickly able to do so in their strong resolutions 

last year?   The arrogance of this group unwilling to provide the assistance so clearly 

needed yet again, while declaring victory for small improvements, is wrong.  

This ongoing tragedy of survivors in need is horrid and in the name of basic 

decency must somehow be honestly addressed to alleviate the ongoing human tragedies 

we face every day among our brothers and sisters in need.   

   

 Of course it  is long overdue that the Iasi, Romania victims received compensation 

for their suffering.  It should not have taken so long, but it cannot be used to obscure 

the broader failure of the negotiations – once again.      

 

 Survivors are appalled that, once again, the Claims Conference is not increasing 

funds for emergency services -- medicines, certain medical procedures, life-critical and 

expensive dental care, hearing aids,  wheelchairs, transportation to the doctor, and other 

services that survivors need for a decent quality of life. These are desperately and 

widely needed by Holocaust survivors and obscenely underfunded.    

 

 Finally, the announced increase in home care funding, once again, conceals the 

greater scandal of grossly insufficient funding for home care.  $462 million seems like 

a lot, but  is tragically low when compared with survivors’ actual real-life needs, and 

when spread across the 67,000 survivors worldwide the CC said it served last year.   

 

 It is time to end the piecemeal, secret negotiations that have failed to alleviate the 

poverty and suffering of so many survivors.   Survivors need and deserve a 

comprehensive program of care fully funded by Germany for a new life worry free for 

the last part of their lives, to be channeled to the survivors through the U.S. 

government or directly to survivors.   Given the failures of the current system, and 

existing programs where Germany pays survivors directly, there is simply no need for 

the Claims Conference as a broker or intermediary.  

 

 

 

es for camp and ghetto survivors, when Germany has, supposedly, agreed to lift 

caps for home care for camp and ghetto survivors. 
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     SIGNED BY THE HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS FOUNDATION USA 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

 

Israel Arbeiter, Boston MA 

Dena Axelrod, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

Renee Firestone, Los Angeles, CA 

Sello Fisch, Bronx NY 

Ella Frumkin, Los Angeles, CA 

Nesse Godin, Washington D.C. 

Jay Ipson, Richmond, VA 

Louise Lawrence-Israels, Washington D.C. 

Herbert Karliner, Miami Beach, FL 

Annette Lantos, Washington, D.C. 

David Mermelstein, Miami FL 

Alex Moskovic, Hobe Sound, FL 

Leo Rechter, Queens, NY 

Shirley Rubin, Boynton Beach, FL 

David Schaecter, Miami, FL 

Anita Schuster, Las Vegas NV 

Agnes Vertes, Weston, CT 

Esther Widman, Brooklyn NY 
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