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California Protective Parents Association
September 12, 2013 .-----

TO the Senate Judiciary Committee FAX 202·224-9516

We strollgly oppose the nomination to tbe Federal Bench of San Mateo Superior Court
Judge Beth Lamon Freeman. A sample of cases in which she endangered women and
children are listed below

FoiloO$ v Futinos: San Mateo Superior Court Case F07.5139
Judge Beth Labscn Freeman was not truthful on her questionnaire to the Senate Judiciary
Committe~ by stating on page 40 that no one has filed a CCP 110.6 (a stnke against a judge)
aga.in&ther. In fact, Michele Fotinos filed a CCP 170.6 against her twice, on May 2,20'12 and
on 1uly 23,2012. A federal lawsuit was filed in February 2012 in which the California Attorney
General was asked to investigate Judge Freeman's oonduct ~gardinB interference with the
judicial independence of Judge Donald .flranchi. On Maroh 29, 20 J.2 Presiding Judge Freeman
was put on notice that John Marcus Fotinos was hiding weapons deipite a prior felony
conviction and felony abuse of his children. (Michele Fotinos vs Superior Court Of California"
Civil Complaint Cly ..$..Jl~1).Mr. Fotinos was later charged with illegal possession of 16 guns,
two of which are illegal assault weapons and 10,000 rounds of ammunition. (San Mateo
Superior Court Case: SC07642 June 20 12), Hi~ older daughter is the mother's custody due to
abuse suffered at the hands oCher father but his son remains in his custody, Judge Freeman is in
direct violation of the California Code OJ.Judit.:ial Mlhic.Y Catum 3 A .hldge ShtJll Perjonn The
Duti~' Of JudiCial Office Impartially, Competently, and DiJigrmt/y when she had discussions
with ajudge on the case where she had been removed by a CCP 170.6,

Child P$y(:biatrist William Ayres San Mateo County Case SC064366
Judge Beth Labson Freeman presided over the infamous case orRay Area child psychiatrist
William Ayres who was charged with molesting his patients. As a serial pedophile, Ayres
received referrals from San Mateo County's juvenile justice division as well as from schools and
uther doctors over four decades. The District Attorney's Office knows of' 50 alleged victims
of Ayres. some going back to the 1960s. Victim advocate Victoria Balfour made her first call to
San Mateo police in 2002 about Ayres. "I thought that Ayres would be arrested imminently. and
the case wrapped up within the year. Little did I know," she wrote in an ernail, "Along the way,
some of the victims I know have committed sulolde." jmelvin@bayare§newssrouP ..~1JL
Beth Labson Freeman was San Mateo County Counsel when the anegations of abuse fiJ1ilt
surfaced. After several false starts, police closed in on Ayres in 2005 and prosecutors charged
him in 2007. She presided over the trial and declared a mistrial in 2009 when the jury could not
reach a verdict. Finally in August 2013, Ayres pled guilty and was convicted or8 counts of
chUd molestation, but the delays and incompetency handling the trial nearly ran out the statue of
limitations which would have protected the OO\lnty itom lawsuits.

Contreras v. Cervantes Godines, San Mateo Superior Court Case I 01151
This ca.~ wallbrought under the Hague Convention, Mariela Cervantes Godines alleged and
testified that she and her children were victims of domestic violence and sexual abuse by Mr.
Contreras, She fled to the United State from Mexico with her children seeking safety, and later
testified that Mr. Contreras was pm of a drug cartel with influence over the police. Judge
Freeman removed her ohildren without notice and gave them to the father, in violation of the
law, even before the trial commenced. Forensic psycholosist Dr, Susan Wilde and dome$tie
violence expert and University of California Law School professor Nancy Lemon testified for
the mother and children. Judse Freeman found the thther credible and not the mother.

For these reasons, Judge Freeman does not seem to be a worthy candidate fur the federal bench,
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