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PROCEEDI NGS
(10: 05 a.m)

M. Somers. | guess we can go ahead and try and get
started. Are you ready? GCkay. And we'll try and do this
the best -- as best we can, and if there's any problens,
obviously we'll -- 1 guess we'll know when we don't get
answers to our questions because no one can hear us. Let's
go on the record now.

This is a transcribed interview of | EEEEEG
Chai rman Graham requested this interview as part of an
i nvestigation by the Senate Judiciary Commttee into
matters related to the Justice Departnent's and t he Federal
Bureau of investigation's handling of the Crossfire
Hurricane investigation, including the applications for and
renewal s of a Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act warrant
on Carter Page. Wuld the witness please state his nane
and the | ast position he held at the Justice Departnent for
t he record?

B B cdcputy chief of the
Counterintelligence and Export Control Section at DQJ.

M. Somers. Thank you. On behalf of Chairman G aham
| want to thank you for appearing today, and we appreciate
your willingness to appear voluntarily. And I will just
note for the record that you are appearing by Wbex, so

you're appearing renotely and are not in the roomwth us,

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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and hopefully we can -- we can nmake that all work. M nane
is Zachary Somers. |'mthe majority chief investigative
counsel for the Judiciary Commttee. | would |ike to ask
just for the record for everyone else who's here in the
roomwith ne to put their names on the record, and then
we'll get to those that are appearing by -- renotely. So,
Art, if you want to --

M. Baker. Arthur Baker, senior investigative counsel
for the mpjority staff of Senator Lindsey G aham chairnman.

M. Findlay. Patrick Findlay, general counsel of the
Nati onal Security Division for the Departnent of Justice.

B B the Ofice of Legislative

Affairs, Departnment of Justi ce.

B B scnior counsel, Ofice of
Legislative Affairs, Departnent of Justice.

M. Charlet. Joe Charlet, counsel for the mnority,
Ranki ng Menber Fei nstein.

Ms. Zdeb. Sara Zdeb, senior counsel for the mnority,
Ranki ng Menber Fei nstein.

M. Sonmers. And, Heather, are you -- are you still
able to hear us? Do you want to put your nane on the
record?

Ms. Sawyer. Sure, yes. Heather Sawer w th Ranki ng
Menmber Feinstein's Judiciary team

M. Somers. And, M. Poe, are you able -- | just want

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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to make sure you're able to hear us.

M. Poe. Yes, sir, M. Soners. Thank you. G eg Poe.
|"mcounsel for | There were a couple things
| wanted to nention at whatever tinme you deem appropri ate,
maybe before we begin.

M. Somers. Yeah, I'll let you do that when |I'm done
with nmy preanble.

M. Poe. Very good.

M. Soners. GCot a little bit -- alittle bit nore to
read here into the record. Oay. The Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure do not apply in this setting, but there are
some guidelines that we followthat 1'd Iike to go over.
Qur questioning will proceed in rounds. The majority wll
ask questions first for an hour, and then the mnority wll
have an opportunity to ask questions for an equal period of
time. We will go back and forth in this manner until there
are no nore questions and the interviewis over.

Typically, we take a short break at the end of each hour of
questioning, but if you need a break apart fromthat, i
B or if you need to consult with your attorney in this
renote setting, however we're going to nmake that work,

pl ease | et us know.

As | noted earlier, you are appearing today
voluntarily. Accordingly, we anticipate that our questions

will receive conplete responses. To the extent that you
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decline to answer our questions or if counsel instructs you
not to answer, we wll consider whether a subpoena is
necessary. As you probably cannot see because | didn't
edit this for Webex, but there is an official reporter here
in the roomwth us, in the hearing room taking down
everything that is said in order to make a witten record
of today's proceedings. So we're going to ask that

obvi ously you give verbal responses to all the questions we
ask you, B Do you understand that?
B ' o

M. Somers. So that the reporter can take down a
clear record, it is inmportant that we don't talk over one
anot her or interrupt each other if we can help it. The
conm ttee encourages W tnesses who appear for transcribed
interviews to freely consult with counsel if they so
choose, and you're appearing today with counsel, M. Poe,
who al ready introduced hinmself for the record. W want you
to answer our questions in the nost conplete and truthful
manner possible, so we wll take our tinme. |If you don't --
i f you have any questions or if you don't understand one of
our questions, please let us know If you honestly don't
know t he answer to a question or do not renmenber it, it is
best not to guess. Please give us your best recollection,
and it is okay to tell us if you |l earned the information

from soneone else. |If there are things you don't know or

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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can't renenber, please |let us know and i nformus who, to

t he best of your know edge, m ght be able to provide a nore
conpl ete response to our question. You should al so

under stand that although this interview is not under oath,
you are required to -- by law to answer questions from
Congress truthfully. Do you understand this?

B e

M. Somers. This also applies to questions posed by
congressional staff in an interview. Do you understand
this?

B e

M. Somers. Wtnesses who know ngly provide fal se
testinony could be subject to crimnal prosecution for
perjury or for making fal se statenents. Do you understand
this?

[ No response. ]

[ Audi o mal function in the interview room ]

M. Sonmers. Did we |ose JJll? ! just wanted
confirmation that you understand that know ngly providing
false testinony or false statenents to the commttee could
subject you to crimnal prosecution for perjury or for
maki ng fal se statements. Do you understand this?

[ No response. ]

[ Audio mal function in the interview room ]

M. Soners. | think one nore tine the record.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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[ No response. ]

[ Audi o mal function in the interview room ]

M. Somers. | think you' re on nute.

VOCE: | think you' re on nute.

Court Reporter: GCkay. W're getting a |oopy sound.
[ Brief pause.]

[ Audi o mal function in the interview room ]
B <!l 0?

Court Reporter: There we go.

Ms. Sawyer. Hey. Can you guys hear ne, because | can

hear | rerfectly fine.

M. Somers. No, we're -- | think we now can hear [}
___f

Ms. Sawyer. Ckay. Geat.

B Cay. | heard your question. | tried to

answer "yes," but if you want to ask it again, |
under st and.
M. Somers. Just as |long as you understand that

maki ng fal se statenents could subject you to crim nal

prosecution. Is that a "yes?" |Is that what you responded?
BN That's a “ves.”
M. Somers. Ckay. |s there any reason you' re unable

to provide truthful answers to today's questions?

I o

M. Sonmers. Finally, we ask that you not speak about

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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what we di scussed today here in this interview with anyone
who is either not in the roomhere today or obviously on

the -- on the Webex. This is the end of ny preanble. |

under stand that your attorney and the Departnent, | think,
want to put sonething on the record. [|'ll start with the
Departnent, and then, M. Poe, we'll conme to you.

M. Findlay. Sure. Thanks.

M. Poe. Thank you.

M. Findlay. W just wanted to confirmthat because
the general rule of not attributing things to non-SES
folks, and in conpliance with that general rule, and |Jjij
Bl having not been SES when he was with the Departnent,

that his transcript wouldn't be attributed to himor nade

public. So --
M. Sonmers. Yeah. |If and when a transcript of these
proceedi ngs are nmade public, we will probably use the --

his name will either be redacted or use the identifier that
is in the Horowitz report.

M. Findlay. That sounds good, and then the sane for
-- 1 don't know that we'll have to nention In any other
non- SES fol ks, but the sanme would apply to any other --

M. Somers. Yes, to any -- yeah, we will -- we wll
redact that out --

M. Findlay. Geat.

M. Somers. -- with either just a straight redaction

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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or the identifier fromthe Horowitz report.

M. Findlay. Sounds good.

M. Somers. M. Poe, did you have sonething you
wanted to add to the record or have questions for us?

M. Poe. Yes, sir, just three things. One is, you
know, just due to the format here, if for any reason Jjjij
B i shes to speak with nme, obviously what we'll do is
we'll mute, and he and will have a tel ephone conversation
of fline, nunber one, which is probably self-evident to
everybody in the room Nunber two, the -- this interview
i s being conducted under the terns of an email that | sent
to M. Baker on the 1st, and then to M. Baker and M.
Sawyer on the 4th of August, so | just want to put that in
the record. And the last thing is, followng up on M.
Findl ay' s question and statenent regarding the transcript,
on behalf of | ' woul d sinply request that nothing
be made public that could identify himwith or without his
nanme, if -- to the extent possible. That would be a
request.

M. Somers. Yes. W no -- we have no plans to
identify himpublicly and woul d take any steps to renobve
anything else that that could identify him--

M. Poe. Thank you

M. Soners. -- if and when the transcripts are nmade

public. Anybody el se have anything before we begin?

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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10

Sorry. I'mjust in a different world here with this Wbex.

[ No response. ]

M. Somers. It is now 10:16, and we'll begin our
first round of questioning, and hopefully we'll be able to
get through this pretty quickly this norning. | anticipate
that, | that you' d be one of the shorter
interviews that we'll do as part of this investigation, but

| guess you never know. [ en did you | eave the
Justice Departnent?

B anuary 2018.

M. Sonmers. And what, for the record, are you

currently doi ng?

I | ™ head of global investigations R
I

M. Sonmers. (Ckay. Have you had a chance to read or
review all or any portions of the Inspector Ceneral's
Decenber 2019 report on Crossfire Hurricane and the Carter
Page FI SA applications?

B Fortions.

M. Somers. Portions. And for the record, do you
know i f you are the individual identified as the deputy
section chief in NSD s Counterintelligence and Export
Control Section in the IGs FISA report?

B Ycs. | believe in a footnote. | don't

remenber what page, but | believe that's correct.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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11

M. Somers. Ckay. And then other than your persona
attorney and the attorneys with the Departnent, did you
speak to anyone in preparation for today's interview?

W

M. Sonmers. (Qbviously the main focus of what we're
going to talk about today is Crossfire Hurricane and the
Carter Page FI SA application, and whatever role you had in
all that. But before | turn to Crossfire Hurricane, | did
just want to ask you, | believe |'ve got four questions
here on your role in the md-year examinvestigation of
Hllary Cinton's use of a private email server. Just for
the record, is it correct that you were involved in the
m d- year exam investigation?

B Ve

M. Sonmers. And what was your position at DQJ when
you -- during that involvenent?

B DOcputy Chief, the same role we just
di scussed.

M. Soners. Sane role. Do you know how it was that
you canme to be assigned to or work on the m d-year exam
i nvestigation?

B | believe based on the subject matter that
| covered as deputy chief, which included
counterintelligence and m shandling of classified

i nformati on cases generally.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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12

M. Somers. Ckay. And what was your role, you know,
as best you renenber it, on -- as part of the m d-year exam
i nvestigation? Wat was your role in the investigation?

M. Poe. |’ M. Soners, I'mnot -- |'mnot
sure that -- | need to check, but | believe that that |ast
guesti on goes beyond the scope of what we agreed to.

M. Somers. | nean, that was ny |ast question. | was
just trying to understand. |If he could just give us just
broadly sone general sense of what his role was, | think we
woul d be done with our m d-year exam questions. |'m not
| ooking -- I"'mnot |ooking for, like, specific tasks. |
just didn't know if he could give us sone very broad
overvi ew of what he did.

M. Poe. | appreciate that, and, of course, we're
intending to be fully cooperative. | just want to nmake
sure that that woul dn't open the door fromthe mnority

staff's perspective for additional questions.

Ms. Zdeb. | don't know if you can see nme. This is
Sara Zdeb on the mnority staff. |It's hard to say w thout
hearing his answer, but | do not anticipate that we wll be

aski ng many or any questions at all on md-year exam
M. Poe. Well, you know, again, we don't want to nmake
this unduly conplex. This mght be worth a short break so

| can speak to | GG

M. Sonmers. Yeah, that -- why don't we go ahead and

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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13

take a short break then?

M. Poe. Al right. 1t'll be very brief.

M. Somers. (kay.

M. Poe. Thanks.

Court Reporter. Going off the record or --

M. Soners. | think we won't be able to hear them
so.

[ Pause. ]

M. Poe. M. Soners?

M. Sonmers. Yes?

M. Poe. Thank you for that break. || ] s
prepared to answer your question.

M. Somers. Ckay. Thank you. Do you renenber the
guestion or do you need to ne to repeat it?

B | renenber it.
M. Somers. (kay.

B So ny role on the case, | was one of the
DQJ attorneys who worked on the case both from NSD and from
the U S. Attorney's Ofice in the Eastern District of
Vi rgini a.
M. Somers. (Okay. | guess that does just raise one.
You worked in the Eastern District of Virginia or you
wor ked at NSD, not in relation to m d-year, but --
B O sorry. | worked in NSD, and you were

asking nme about ny role on md-year, and | was saying | was

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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14

one of the Departnent of Justice attorneys who worked on
m d-year. There were sone from NSD and sonme fromthe U. S.
Attorney's Ofice in Alexandria. | was in the former

gr oup.

M. Sonmers. (kay. Ckay. Thank you. And then I
think fromyour -- fromthe questions |'ve asked you so
far, when Crossfire Hurricane -- the Crossfire Hurricane
i nvestigation began, | assune on July 31st of 2016, you
were the deputy section chief in NSD that you were when you
| eft the Departnent. |[|s that correct?

B ' July of 20167 Yes.

M. Soners. Yeah, and then all the way through until
you | eft the Departnent in 20187

B Correct.

M. Somers. (Ckay. What would -- generally, you know
speaki ng, what was your -- what was your job during that
time period at NSD? What type of laws and -- did you have
responsibility for?

B Sc the areas | covered included Federal
counterintelligence matters, so espionage, m shandling of
classified information, econom c espionage, theft of trade
secrets for -- by foreign governnents or people associ ated
with foreign governnents, matters |ike that.

M. Soners. D d you have any responsibility for the

Forei gn Agents Registration Act?

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One Alderson

15

B ot really. There was a separate unit

t hat handl ed that within ny section.

M. Somers. Did you have any?

M. Baker. | was just going to ask, is that your
expertise, or was that your expertise, at DQJ, or did you
have ot her assignnents before you ended up in that spot?

B GCcfore | becane deputy, | was a line
attorney in the section, and | handled the matters |
descri bed to you, but also export control matters, so
Commer ce-control l ed and State Departnent-controlled itens
going to sanction countries, things |ike that, plus
counterintelligence natters.

M. Baker. But that section was the entire -- that's
where you spent the entire duration, your tenure at DQJ.

B Correct.

M. Baker. Thank you very nuch.

M. Somers. Have you in your tenure at DQJ worked on
FI SA applications?

I ot worked on them no. That was a
different section that handl ed them

M. Sonmers. Have you been involved in investigations

t hat invol ve FI SA coverage?

B e
M. Soners. |Is that a pretty regular conponent of
i nvestigations you're involved in, or would that -- would

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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16

that be out of the ordinary?

B 't s certainly not in every case, but not
out of the ordinary.

M. Soners. No, but you' ve never actually worked on
an application itself. That's what you just testified to?

B Ycah, we don't -- we don't -- sorry. The
section | worked in did not handle the applications.

M. Somers. Did you -- so you -- have you ever
reviewed a FI SA application for substance prior to it being
filed or renewed?

I o, the FISA applications that |'ve | ooked
at tended to involve litigation after the fact.

M. Sonmers. GCkay. Wen did you switch into Crossfire
Hurricane specifically? Wen did you first |earn about the
Crossfire Hurricane investigation?

B Sonetine in the fall of -- late sunmer,
fall of 2016.

M. Somers. And how did you becone aware of it?

I W nanager, the section chief, infornmed nme
of it, and | -- took nme to a neeting concerning the matter.

M. Somers. Okay. And David Laufrman, that's your --
who you referred to as the section chief? |Is that correct?

B Correct.

M. Soners. Let's see. So he infornmed you prior to

the neeting, or the neeting was how you were infornmed about

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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17

t he investigation?

B | t(hink he told ne about it generally
because | -- he was taking ne to a neeting.

M. Sonmers. kay. And do you recall what he told you
about the investigation, roughly?

B | think just a general --

M. Soners. Yeah.

I Ycah, just a general description of the
matter.

M. Sonmers. Do you recall what he told you was being
i nvesti gat ed?

B | don't renenber how he worded it, no.

M. Somers. So between his conversation and naybe
this first neeting you went to, what was kind of your
original or your early understanding of what Crossfire
Hurri cane was investigating, was an investigation of?

I | understood it to be an exam nation of
Russian interference in the election, sonething along those
l'i nes.

M. Sonmers. Did you understand it to relate
specifically the Trunp Canpai gn?

B | ouvess -- | don't want to draw the
di stinction between what | knew beforehand and what |
| earned at the -- at the neeting as | started to attend.

M. Sonmers. Ckay. And what was -- who was in this

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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neeting -- this first neeting you attended?

B A nunber of FBI fol ks from headquarters
and a few people from DQJ around the SCI F conference room
at FBIl.

M. Soners. At FBI? Was it all officials from NSD on
t he Departnent side?

B o0 the best of ny recollection.

M. Somers. On the FBlI side, do you recall if Peter
Strzok was in the neeting?

I | do recall himbeing there.

M. Somers. Bill Priestap?

B | mnot sure if Bill Priestap was there or

not .

M. Soners. Lisa Page?

B | don't renenber. There were -- so what |
woul d say is there were -- these were regul ar neetings, and

|"mnot sure the attendance was the sanme every tine.

M. Somers. These were regular neetings that -- you
regul arly attended these neetings?

B Yes. once | -- once | canme to the first
one, I, | think, generally, canme thereafter.

M. Sonmers. And I'msorry. You said they were weekly
neetings? | --

B ' think they were either weekly or every

ot her week.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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19

M. Somers. Ckay. So maybe | should start back over
again and not ask specifically about the first neeting.
Just generally attendance wi se, you said Peter Strzok at
| east attended one neeting. Was he kind of a regular

attendee at these neetings?

B | (hink that's fair.
M. Somers. Bill Priestap, regular attendee?
B | don't know about that, but | recall

seeing himcertainly at one point.

M. Sonmers. (kay. Lisa Page? Ws she a regular

at t endee?
B | mnot sure about that, but | renenber --
| believe | would' ve seen her there. | don't know |

don't want to characterize her as regular because | can't

recall.

M. Somers. |

Yes.

M. Somers. N

B | don't renenber seeing himthere.
M. Sonmers. Do you know who he is?
B Ve

M. Sorers. |IEGN

I Ycs. | renenber seeing himthere.

M. Soners. Jim Baker?

|"mnot sure | renenber seeing Ji mBaker

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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20

Patricia Anderson?
| think maybe | recall seeing her there,
if she was a regul ar attendee.
Sally Moyer?
Yes.
Kevin Cinesmth?
Yes.
And then on NSD side, I"'m-- would Stu
attended these neetings?

Yes, though I don't know if he was there

Ceorge Toscas?
Yes.

Davi d Lauf man?
Yes.

Tash Gauhar ?

| don't renmenber seeing Tash there.

Was there, and | don't know the nane, but
attorney that may have directly been from
directly been working on the -- on the

an attorney like that in attendance in

| don't recall a line O person being
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21

M. Somers. WAas there anyone else from other than

Stu Evans, fromthe Ofice of Intelligence in these

nmeeti ngs?
B | can't renenber anyone right now.
M. Sonmers. So not -- definitely not a regular

att endee t hen.

| think that's fair.

M. Somers. Ckay. What about Mary M Cord?

| don't renenber Mary being there.

Ckay. Anybody?

M. Baker. | apologize if you already answered this.
Was Andy McCabe or Jim Coney present at any of the
neetings? Did they ever stick their head in for any
reason?

B ot that | recall.

M. Somers. Ckay. And what was generally the purpose
of these neetings?

B ' ny estimation, they were -- they were
updates, briefings by the FBI on their -- status of their
i nvestigation.

M. Somers. Were investigative steps, things |ike
t hat, discussed in these neetings?

B Ves.

M. Soners. And was the question of whether to take

investigative steps in these -- in these neetings, or was
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this just a straight here's what we're doing, |like an
updat e neeti ng?

B | rccall it nore as an update neeting.

M. Sonmers. Ckay. And do you recall why CES was
i nvolved in these neetings?

B | don't actually know specifically if
t here were discussions about that that happened when |
wasn't there. Qbviously | wasn't there -- | should say,

t hese neetings went -- were going on before | started
at t endi ng.

M. Somers. Ckay. So what -- | guess maybe we'd get
maybe a little better sense if | just ask you nore
generally. Wat was your -- what was your role on
Crossfire Hurricane?

I fonestly, we -- fromny perspective, we
were getting updates on what was goi ng on, but there was
not much that we were doing froma DQJ perspective on the
matter, at least as far as -- | shouldn't say froma DQJ
protect. Froma CES, froma Counterintelligence and Export
Control Section perspective, it was not a very active role,
in ny view.

M. Somers. So how |long were these -- how | ong woul d
one of these neetings take on average?

B | don't actually -- | don't renenber.

M. Somers. All right. But you didn't have -- so
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they started -- these neetings started in the fall of 2016.
Wul d you say in that tinme period that was your main --

ki nd of your main role on Crossfire Hurricane was to attend
t hese neetings, or were there other things you were doi ng?

B Sco | don't know when the neetings started.
| started attending in the fall of 2016, just to clarify
that, and the main -- yeah, there was not nuch of an active
role for our section in -- as far as | understand it.

M. Sonmers. Ckay. At sone point, did you take on a
nore active role in Crossfire Hurricane?

B | wwuld say in 2017, the work becane nore
active.

M. Soners. And what type of things were you doing in
2017 for Crossfire Hurricane?

B V¢!, in 2017, we assigned an attorney
fromour section to work on the matter, and he started
interacting with the FBI in a nore substantive manner, |
woul d say.

M. Soners. And that's, | assume, a non-SES |ine
attorney?

B Correct.

M. Somers. What was he doing that was nore active?
What was he doing for FBI or as part of the investigation?

B | (hink he was neeting with them and |

think there were subpoenas going out, things |like that.
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M. Somers. This is sonebody that -- was he in your
direct chain of command, or was it just sonebody else from
CES?

B Sc v didn't organize the section that
way, so everyone did different types of cases. So he was a
line attorney in the -- in the section, so, yeah.

M. Soners. So the section wasn't further divided
bel ow you.

B 'hat's correct.

M. Somers. Okay. Do you know if that attorney had
any expertise in the Foreign Agents Registration Act?

I Actually, | don't know. | think he did.

M. Somers. Did you -- did you all have -- so we
tal ked about the neeting where FBI was essentially
provi ding updates basically. | don't want to overstate
what you said, but the general tenor of those neetings was
FBI updates. Wre there other neetings besides those
regul arl y-schedul ed neetings that you attended related to
Crossfire Hurricane?

B ot that | renenber.

M. Somers. And so, okay. So | asked you initially
ki nd of what your original understanding of what Crossfire
Hurricane was | ooking at. Did that understandi ng evol ve
over time? Did you get a better sense of what was being

| ooked at maybe in this 2017 tine frame when you becane --
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when it becane a little nore active as to exactly what the
FBI was | ooking at?

B ! think we -- | got nore -- | guess, |et
me put it this way. | think Crossfire Hurricane was sort
of an unbrella nanme for the case, and then there were
di fferent sub-code nanmes or whatever you want to call it.

M. Soners. Yeah.

B | 'carned that there were different parts
t hey were | ooking at, yeah.

M. Sonmers. Were there any of those parts that you
wor ked on nore than others, or the sub-investigations?

B | think the nost sort of time | spent on
anything was the -- | guess it related to Carter Page
because it was associated with the neeting with the --
what's been call ed the sub-source.

M. Somers. Ckay. Didyou work at all on the M chael
Fl ynn aspect of the investigation?

I oo | renenber that eventually the line
attorney in our section was working on it in 2017 rel ated
to FARA

M. Somers. Ckay. Paul Manafort? Did you work on
Paul Manafort at all?

B ot that | recall.

M. Soners. George Papadopoul 0s?

B o. | renenber getting briefed about him

25
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as sort of the origin of the case, but that's the -- |
think -- let me say that | think the line attorney in our
section may have worked on M. Papadopoul os in 2017, but I
don't renenber any details.

M. Somers. So is there -- just staying on the
Forei gn Agents Registration Act for a second. |'mjust
trying to understand a little bit, at the tine you were

there, the division within the Counterintelligence and

Export Control Section. |Is there -- is there a FARA unit
within -- not is there now \Was there then a FARA unit
wi t hi n CES?

B Ycs there was then, and, as | understand
it, there is now.

M. Sonmers. Ckay. How many -- how many units are
there in -- not are there now -- were there, if you recall,
within CES during this tinme franme?

B hat was the only unit as far as | know.

M. Sonmers. GCkay. And this line attorney was not
fromthe FARA unit, | take it?

W

M. Somers. (kay.

M. Poe. I|I'msorry. M. Soners, this is Geg Poe.
B ' csronded "no," but | think that answer coul d be
t aken as anbi guous.

M. Soners. So, M. --
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B Ask ne -- ask ne again. |'Ill try to

answer it. Sorry.

M. Somers. To the best of your know edge, was -- we
spoke about a line attorney. To the best of your
knowl edge, was that line attorney assigned to the FARA unit
in-- within CES?

I o the best of ny know edge at the tine,
he was not okay.

M. Sonmers. Gkay. Now, you nentioned a nonent ago
that -- and | don't want to m scharacterize what you said,
but it seened like you were alluding to the fact that your
primary invol venent involved the primary sub-source for the

Carter Page FI SA application and the interview with the

primary sub-source. |Is that a fair statenment?

B | think that's fair. It was the nost sort
of -- nost involvenent | had with what was -- what was
going on, as best | recall, although, and I'msure we'll
discuss it, it wasn't -- wasn't terribly involved, as
you'll -- as you'll |earn.

M. Somers. Al right. Well, let's maybe start at

the big -- the big piece of that. You did attend the --
there was a 3-day interviewin |ate January -- | believe
it's January 24th to January 26th -- of Christopher
Steele's primary sub-source. You did attend that

interview correct?
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B | attended portions of it, but not the

entire 3 days.

M. Somers. Did you attend -- well, explain to ne
what you did attend then.

B ' ny recollection, | attended when M.
Lauf man could not, so | think |I attended the |ast 2 days.

M. Somers. Ckay. Did you attend any -- | mean, ny
impression fromthe IGreport is you may have attended part
of the first day, or is that --

B So | recall M. Laufrman having to | eave
early one day, and | can't renenber what day that was, so
"' mnot sure which ones were full days and which not. | do
believe | attended definitely the | ast two.

M. Sonmers. kay. And where did this interviewtake
pl ace?

B At a2 law firmconference roomat a | aw
firmcalled | NG

M. Sonmers. So it didn't take place at Washi ngton
Field Ofice.

B ot to ny recollection.

M. Somers. Ckay. And who was in the -- who was in
the interview? | don't need you to tell me the nanme of the
primary -- let nme just put that on there. | don't need you
to tell me the nane of the primary sub-source, but --

M. Findlay. And | would think the title -- in the
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1 302 that | think you're referring to, the titles are there,
2 so I'd ask |l not to give the name, but just use the

3 titles.

4 M. Sonmers. Okay. O | could ask it differently. |

5 coul d ask, ny understanding is the primary sub-source was

6 in the interview, the primary sub-source's attorney was in
7 the interview, and there were two agents -- or, I'msorry -
8 - one agent and one analyst fromthe FBI in the interview,

9 and you were in the interview Did |l mss anybody?

10 B V. Lauf man.

11 M. Soners. And the two individuals that were in the

12 interview fromthe FBI, they were -- was that | GGG

13 and "

14 B Can | answer that, Patrick?

15 M. Findlay. Yeah, that's fine, and those will be
16 subject to the -- yeah.

17 M. Soners. We'll take it out.

18 [ EER

19 M. Findlay. That's fine to confirm or deny.

20 B 'hat's correct.

21 M. Somers. (Okay. Just one attorney for the primary
22 sub- source?

23 B -

24 M. Sonmers. Gkay. So what was your understandi ng of
25 why all of a sudden you were attending this interview?
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B 't s ny understanding that the FBI wanted

to speak with the sub-source, and he had an attorney, and
the FBI called M. Laufrman to have himwork it out with the
attorney so that they could sit down with the -- with the
sub-source. So that's why they called M. Laufman.

M. Somers. Were you involved in those di scussions
prior to the interviewwth the primary sub-source's
attorney?

B | believe M. Laufrman handled it.
bel i eve he knew that attorney from prior work.

M. Somers. Okay. And did the FBI further request
that M. Laufnan or sonebody from CES attend the actual
i ntervi ew?

B | don't knowif the FBI asked that or
whet her the sub-source's attorney asked for that. |'m not
sure.

M. Somers. (Ckay. But do you -- okay. Do you recall
why you were chosen to attend when M. Laufman coul d not
when he was absent?

B | (hink because | was the deputy for the
subject matter area, and |I'd al ready been briefed on the
case.

M. Somers. And what did you understand the -- sort
of the nature of the -- what were you told? Wat was the

nature of this interview?
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B W understanding was that they were trying

to speak with the source or sources underlying the Steele
reporting, and they, therefore, wanted to speak to this
i ndi vi dual .

M. Sonmers. Didit seeminportant that they speak

with this individual?

B | don't know how to answer that.

M. Somers. | don't knowif the -- | just -- |'mjust
not quite -- did anyone raise the -- | don't know. M.
Lauf man asked you to attend. | assune he's the one that
asked you attend to interview |Is that correct?
B es.

M. Somers. Did he express anything to you about the
i nportance of this interview, or did he just say cone
attend it?

B ! think it was nore the latter. | think
it was really that the FBI needed -- we needed to be there
for sone reason to deal with this individual's attorney to
allow the FBI to conduct its interview.

M. Somers. (Okay. So, basically, CES role, and I
think this is pretty much what the G report says. CES was
t here because they negotiated the terns of the interview,
and | assune, | guess, it sounds like fromyour testinony
today, sinply because the primry sub-source had an

attorney? |Is that fair?
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B ! think it's fair. | would also say if

the attorney raised any issues during the interview, |
think we were there to address them as needed, but those

did not arise as far as | recall.

M. Sonmers. Did you have -- back to nmy question about
i nportance of the interview. You know, | assune that there
were probably -- did you ride over to the interview wth

t he agent and the anal yst, intel analyst?

B o, | net themthere.

M. Somers. Did you have any di scussions during
breaks or anything in the -- in the interviewwth the --
either the agent or the anal yst?

M. Findlay. You can answer, of course, whether you
had di scussions, but | think, depending on the substance --
if the answer is yes, we mght have to revisit.

B | don't recall any discussions.

M. Somers. Do you recall any discussion, just to put
a nore -- a finer point onit, where they discussed or you
heard them nenti on anyt hi ng about the inportance of
interviewi ng the primry sub-source?

B o, | don't recall any discussions |ike
t hat .

M. Somers. Did you have any discussions with the
FBI, either generally at the FBI or with the two -- wth

the case agent and the -- and the intel -- supervisor intel
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analyst? D d you have any discussions with themprior to
the interview about the interview?

B | only recall a very general discussion
that they wanted to speak to this individual about the --
about the Steele reports. | don't renenber any detail ed
session in advance of the -- of the interview It's
possi bl e that occurred and | wasn't present, so | don't
want to say there wasn't any such discussion, but | don't
recall being part of one.

M. Somers. Okay. Were there -- were there
restrictions? | nean, did the attorney for the primary sub
-- were there paraneters for the interview?

B | don't -- | don't recall any, and | don't
recall the attorney interposing hinself during any
guesti oni ng.

M. Somers. Yeah. | guess what |'m asking is whether
the -- you know, M. Laufman, it sounds |ike, arranged for
or negoti ated, however you want to characterize it, this
interview And | just didn't -- what | was getting at is
whet her the primary sub-source's attorney had put any
conditions, paraneters, restrictions on the interview that
t hen woul d' ve had to have been conveyed to the agents
actually taking the interview.

B | don't renenber any.

M. Sonmers. So did it seemlike, either fromyour
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di scussions prior to the interview or just sitting in the
interviewitself, that there were topics or areas sort of
off limts, or was this kind of a freewheeling interview?

B | rcecall himanswering everything he was

asked.

M. Somers. Do you recall if his attorney ever
instructed himnot to interview -- not to answer a
guesti on?

B ' actually don't recall himgiving any

such instruction.

M. Sonmers. Ckay. Did you glean any inpression for
how t he agent or the supervisor, intel analyst, thought the
i ntervi ew was goi ng?

M. Findlay. | think that's -- his inpressions of how
the interview was going, | nean, that's going to be
protected and wasn't in the IGreport, if | recall. |
guess he can answer whether he devel oped i npressions, but
t hen sayi ng what those were woul d be protected.

M. Poe. WM. Soners, thisis -- this is Geg Poe.

Can | just add that the nmenorialization of the -- of sort
of the agreed scope concerns | know edge of
historical facts. So, again, he wants to cooperate fully.
| just want to make sure we're sensitive to boundaries on
things |ike inpressions, opinions, and so forth.

M. Sonmers. Yeah, I'mjust trying to get whether he
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had a sense of whether the FBI agents thought they were
getting what they were -- what they were | ooking for from
the primary sub-source, one. And | also, two, amtrying to
get whether he got any inpression of -- fromthe FBlI agents
of whether, like, you know, hey, this is a big deal that
we're -- that we're interviewng this guy. That's really
kind of what I'mgetting at. |'mnot |ooking for their
speci fic conments or anything. |'mjust trying to get a
sense of whether this was perceived to be an inportant step
in the investigation. He nmay have gotten no such
i npression and had no such conversations. So |I'mjust kind
of poking around here a little bit just trying to see if
there's any general inpression that you got that the FBI
agents -- agent and intel analysts in the roomfor the
interview thought this was an inportant investigative step
to have acconpli shed.

M. Findlay. So I think he already answered that he
didn't have those sorts of discussions with them and |
t hi nk he already answered that the witness, at |east while
he was there, that the witness answered all of the
guestions that were asked of him So beyond that, it's --
you're asking for his takeaway of --

M. Sonmers. Yes.

M. Findlay. -- his inpression of how the interview

went ?
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M. Somers. Yes, I'mtrying to -- versus asking him
15 questions that you may have object to nme aski ng based on
your prior -- previous objection, I'mjust trying to see if
he can generally give nme an inpression of how the FB
agents thought the -- either the interview went or rel ated
to like, hey, it's great that we got to interview this guy.
|"mjust trying to -- | think rather than draw a ton of
obj ecti ons, and maybe he has no inpression, in which case
he could say | did not gain any such inpression, and we
coul d avoid asking a ton of questions as well.

M. Findlay. So that's fair. And so you're asking
himhis inpression that he gl eaned w thout discussion of
the FBI's inpression of how things went.

M. Soners. He didn't say he had no discussion wth
the agents. | asked himabout a particular discussion.

M. Findlay. | guess we can -- we can certainly |et
hi m answer whet her he had an i npression.

B | rcan, | think what | would say is |
don't renenber any specific discussions wth the agents, or
t he agent, and the analyst about it. M recollectionis
t hat any question they asked, the individual answered, and
there were no problens in getting the person to answer the
guestions that were being asked. That's ny recollection.

M. Baker. D d you brief M. Laufman or anyone el se

at DQJ about what had attended at this neeting once you
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returned to DQJ?

B | think | probably in the normal course
woul d have done so. | don't renenber specifically doing
so. And to the extent | did, | think it would ve been
whet her there were any issues that arose that | had to deal
with in his absence.

M. Baker. Wuld you have had simlar briefings with
M. Laufrman or other superiors or DQJ peopl e when you had
these Crossfire Hurricane neetings at FBlI headquarters?
When you went back to DQJ, did you have any di scussion
about what you gl eaned fromthe neetings or where the case
was progressing to?

I | don't renenber doing that.

M. Baker. D d you ever prepare any sunmaries from
the standing Crossfire Hurricane neetings, or did you
prepare any summary for DQJ, M. Laufrman, or anybody el se
about what happened at the neeting -- at the interview?

B | don't renenber preparing sumaries of
those neetings. |It's possible | took notes at the
nmeetings, but | don't renenber preparing any summari es.

M. Baker. | was going to ask if you took any
informal notes, and, if so, what happened to those.

B 'f | took notes, they would' ve been
classified, and they woul d' ve been |l eft at the Departnent

when | left.
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M. Baker. GCkay. D d you, and | don't want to get
back into the discussion of what people thought or heard or
ot her people's inpressions. But was there a general, this
neeting was really a bonbshell in terns of just a high-
| evel summary of what was | earned, people were surprised at
what they heard, or it was just the aftermath was ki nd of
mundane, we're going to docunent what we -- what we | earned
here and nove on, or was it really sonmething that needed to
be foll owed up on based on what was |l earned at this
nmeeti ng?

M. Findlay. So, again, you're asking himto
characterize -- you're asking himto characterize sort of
ot her fol ks' inpressions --

M. Baker. Well, what was --

M. Findlay. -- his own inpression.

M. Baker. \Wat was your inpression of it? D d you
hear things that were contrary about the case -- about the
foundati ons of the case that you had not heard before or
were contrary to what you heard before?

M. Findlay. And, again, his inpressions would still
be protected. Those aren't in the |G report and wai ved,
and | think that's al so outside the scope that you
negotiated with his counsel. But regardless, we would
obj ect.

M. Baker. Was there anything you heard that was
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contrary to the general discussions at these neetings at
FBI headquarters that you had previously been attendi ng?

B ot that | -- not that | recall, and |
didn't -- sorry. Patrick, what am | supposed to do about
ny i npressions?

M. Findlay. Yeah, I'mnot entirely sure what -- so
are you saying did he learn during the interview facts that

M. Baker. Dd --

M. Findlay. -- were contrary to facts that were --

M. Baker. Yes. Yes. D d he |earn anything that was
contrary to what you believed about this case that you'd
previously |l earned by these neetings at FBlI headquarters?
Did this interview change or cause concern in your m nd
about things you had al ready | earned?

M. Findlay. So, again, "changed or caused concern”
is his inpressions.

M. Baker. Well, was there anything you heard that
was absolutely black-letter different fromwhat you had
been told at these prior neetings?

M. Findlay. And you can answer "yes" or "no," but if
there was and it's beyond or behind one of the redactions
in the report, he won't be able to get into it, so we m ght
have to go a little nore granul ar.

B ot fromwhat |'d heard in the neetings,
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no.
M. Somers. Didthe -- did these neeting -- | assune
t hese regul ar neetings we tal ked about earlier continued on
or were still going on at the tinme of the primry sub-
source interview?
B | don't recall those neetings going past
| ate 2016, but you'd have to check ne on that.
M. Somers. Ckay. Well, do you recall being in a

neeting with FBI after the primary sub-source interview

about Crossfire Hurricane, |ike a general update neeting?
I ot right around that time, no. | recall
it being sort of quiet fromlate 2016 until, when |

described to you earlier, things sort of picking up in
2017, maybe February, sonething like that, March.

M. Somers. All right. And other than what you may
have di scussed with M. Laufman about the interview-- |I'm
sorry. There's been a |ot of back and forth here. 1Is it
nmy understandi ng that you did not have a neeting or
di scussi on about the prinmary sub-source interview with
anyone el se after the -- after the neeting?

B Can you hold on one second because ny
children are screami ng in the background?

M. Sonmers. Absolutely. Absolutely.

[ Brief pause.]

B | msorry about that. That's probably not
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sonmet hi ng you have to deal with too often.

M. Soners. No, no, no, that's fine.

B | "y ask you to repeat that one just so |
-- so | have it. Sorry.

M. Sonmers. Yeah, so you said that you nay or nay not
have di scussed the primary sub-source neeting with M.
Laufman directly either during the 3-day period or after.
Did you have any di scussi ons about the prinmary sub-source
nmeeting with anyone other than M. Laufman either during or
after the neeting?

I | don't renenber discussing it with anyone
during or after the neeting. And I -- while | don't
remenber specifically discussing wwth M. Laufman, | do
feel confortable saying that | would ve normally done so,
especially because | felt | was filling in for him

M. Somers. Okay. And then during the neeting, |
assume you didn't ask any questions of the prinmary sub-
source?

B | don't believe | did.

M. Sonmers. And it seened |like the attorney wasn't
objecting a lot, so there was no major interaction that you
had with the primary sub-source's attorney during the
i ntervi ew?

B o just chatting with him He was -- if

anyt hing, he was sort of trying to be helpful in getting --
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he wasn't -- he wasn't interjecting or stopping his client
from answeri ng anyt hi ng.

M. Somers. (Ckay. And so | guess there -- and just
taking it fromyour other answers, but just put a finer
point on it, | assune there was no debrief type of session
with the agent and the anal yst after -- that you were
involved in, after each day of interviewing the primry
sub- source.

B Sorry. Say that one nore tine?

M. Somers. | assune that, you know, that you were
never involved in sone sort of debrief or discussion about,
i ke, how each day's -- like a debrief of the -- of the
day's interview with the primary sub-source. You would --
you and the agent and the anal yst didn't get together and
discuss it after each day.

B o

M. Somers. And did you review the 302s of the -- of
the interview?

B A the tinme?

M. Sonmers. At the tine.

B o

M. Soners. How about the -- the 302s that the
interviewer then put together into one docunent, 57-page
| ong sunmary of the interview, is that sonething you

revi ewed or had access to around that tine?
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B ot around that time, no.

M. Sonmers. So it wasn't sent to you at sone point
after the interview

B | don't recall seeing it.

M. Somers. Okay. Who did nost of the questioning
during the interview?

B | think it was shared, but | think the
agent did nost of the questioning.

M. Sonmers. kay. And just -- there were no
objections to -- that you recall, fromthe primary sub-
source's attorney?

B Correct.

M. Somers. Ckay. And then that 57-page sumary, |
know you haven't seen the -- maybe you' ve seen the sumary,
but you had -- you didn't see it at the tinme. It nentions
on the bottomof the summary that there's a proffer as part
of this interview Do you recall that? Proffer agreenent.
Sorry.

B Froffer agreenent. Yeah, | nean, there
was -- there was like a -- an immunity agreenent, like a
"Queen for a Day" agreenent, that | would call it, that was
in place for the interview

M. Somers. |s that sonmething that CES negoti ated
with the primary sub-source's attorney?

_ Yeah, | think M. Laufman did that with

43
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t he sub-source's attorney before the interviews were
conduct ed.
M. Soners. Do you recall whether that was a standard

"Queen for a Day" sort of arrangenent?

_ | should be careful what -- how I

characterize things. It was like a -- as | recall, it was
a letter agreenent and woul d've been, |ike, the standard
f or mat .

M. Baker. Were any FBI |lawyers involved in
negoti ating that agreenent?

B | don't know. | think M. Laufman worked
it through with the other attorney, so | don't know who
el se might've been involved in that discussion.

M. Sonmers. Ckay. So did it cover it -- was it

tailored specifically to the primary sub-source?

B V¢!, inthat it had Jjjjj name in it, yeah,

but I -- sorry. Maybe you want --

M. Somers. Well, here -- you're dealing with -- I'm
a-- |l'"ve got very little crimnal experience, none. It
woul d be -- law school would be last tinme | had any
crimnal experience. |I'mnore of acivil -- a civil

| awyer, so |'ve never seen a proffer agreenent, to ny
recoll ection. But |I'mguessing -- nmy questionis, is this
a standard "Queen for a Day," however you want to

characterize it, standard proffer agreenent, or are these
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1 agreenents tailored towards specific potential crimnal

2 liability?

3 B | \would describe it as nore generalized.
4 | would call it like -- like a letter inmunity agreenent,
5 and normal ly we'd use the standard | anguage for whatever

6 pl ace we're doing it, so D.C. here.

7 M. Somers. Ckay. And in your experience, is this --
8 and | don't know if you have -- | guess | -- you know, |

9 don't know how many -- have you been invol ved in other

10 interviews of individuals by the FBI?

11 - IRGCH

12 M. Somers. Wuld you characterize this proffer

13 agreenent as a standard or at |east a regular conponent of
14 such interviews?

15 B | wwuld, yeah, when -- it's sonething

16 that's used in those interviews. And | want to be careful
17 about the specifics here, but | would feel confortable

18 saying it was sort of the standard | anguage that was used
19 for one of those |letter agreenents.

20 M. Somers. Okay. So nothing unusual to your m nd
21 that there was a proffer involved in this interview

22 B o, it certainly is something that's used
23 in interviews.

24 M. Soners. Do you recall whether it only covered
25 that interview, or did it cover subsequent interviews with

Trustpoint.One Alderson
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t he FBI?
B 'he 3-day? | knowit -- | believe it
covered all 3 days. | don't recall the last tinme | |ooked

at it, sol don't --

M. Somers. Ckay.

B | don't want to speak to the specifics of

M. Somers. | was speaking -- | was thinking nore of
|ater interviews. He was interviewed two additional tines.
| don't know if you recall whether it in later nonths
covered that, or whether it was just for the particular
i nterview you were conducting in January of 2017.

B | don't think | can answer that based on
what | renenber right now.

M. Sonmers. That's fine. That's fine. Did you gain
any understanding of the Steele reporting based on sitting
t hrough these 3 days of interviews?

B | 'crenber different sort of topic areas
that canme up, and | renenber that there were report
nunbers, so, that they were tal king about.

M. Sonmers. Had you seen the Carter Page FlI SA
application or first renewal prior to your attendance at
this interview in January?

I o

M. Sonmers. Had you seen any of the Steele reporting
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prior to your attendance in this interview?

B | rcecall that | knew about it generally.
| also recall that it becane public at sone point, |
believe, prior to the interviews, but | don't think | had a
detail ed know edge of it.

M. Sonmers. Was the -- now, we tal ked about these
regul ar neetings earlier. Ws the regular FBI sort of
update neetings of -- that were possibly weekly, was the
Steel e reporting discussed during those neetings?

B | think it was. | think that would' ve
been how | -- how !l learned of it, but |I don't renmenber in
what detail or in what context. But | do remenber sort of
knowi ng about it before it becane public by, you know, by
BuzzFeed, whenever that was.

M. Somers. Okay. And | think just based on the | ast
coupl e questions |'ve asked you, | probably know the answer
to this question, but I'mgoing ask it anyway. Ws there
-- was there anything that the prinmary sub-source said in
the neeting that stuck out to you as conflicting with the
Steel e reporting?

M. Findlay. And just the stuck-out part, | guess |

woul d object to, but if you renmenber any of the

conflicting, | guess that's fine to answer "yes" or

B ''!! tell you, the only thing | really

remenber was the reporting on the hotel-related stuff in

no.
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Moscow.

M. Somers. And what do you renenber about that?

B | just renenber the sub-source explaining
that it felt like it was based nore on runor than anything
else. | just renenber that in particular for sone reason.

M. Sonmers. Did you gain any understandi ng of
Christopher Steele's relationship with the prinmary sub-
source during the 3-day interview?

B | believe | learned that he was at --
worked for -- | don't knowif that's the correct term if
he's an enpl oyee, but | know | learned a little bit about
his relationship to Steele's entity.

M. Somers. Ckay. It was your understanding that he

wor ked for Steele's entity?

M. Findlay. And |I'mnot sure whether that is -- I'm
not sure whether that's redacted or unredacted in the -- in
the 302. So if -- you know, if you want to wal k him

t hrough that and confirm statements or not, but beyond
that, unless we're sure it's unredacted in there, we're
goi ng have to object.

M. Somers. Okay. Well, we're alnost out of tinme in
this round, so | will consider that. Was it your
understandi ng that the prinmary sub-source lived in the
United States?

M. Findlay. Again, any details that he gained from
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that interview are either in the 302 or they' re not, and
we're going to have to go through that because | don't
t hi nk any of us have sort of total recall of what it --

M. Soners. It's not in -- | don't understand. |It's
not his 302.

M. Findlay. |If it's not unredacted in the 302, then
we would object. So if it is, he could possibly shed sone
light on unredacted portions of it, but if it's not --

M. Sonmers. | don't understand why | care what he
knows about what's in the 302. | want to know if he
sitting there realized whether the primary sub-source |ived
in the United States or not.

M. Findlay. And | understand that the general rule,
what he learned in that interview, is off [imts. If it's
unredacted fromthe --

M. Somers. Wiy were we not told that the genera
rule going into this interviewis that | can't ask the
wi t ness what he learned in the interview?

M. Findlay. You can. |If it was an unredacted part
of the 302, the Departnent has allowed it to go out. If
it's either redacted or not in the 302, the Departnent
hasn't, and he can't testify about it. So there's quite a
bit unredacted that he could go through and confirm or,
again, possibly with limtations, sort of shed nore |ight

on. But if it's redacted in there, he can't tal k about it,
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and if it's not in there, that privilege hasn't been
wai ved.

M. Somers. Are you -- are you objecting to it being
cl assified?

M. Findlay. It mght be. | nean, that -- again, if

it's unredacted in the 302, it's perfectly fine for himto

reiterate. |If it's redacted, it could be classified. It
could be privileged. | don't know what else to say. |If
you -- if you can't point to it in the 302, he can't talk
about it.

M. Somers. Al right. Well, I'll go back and | ook

at the -- at the 302 during the -- during the break and see
what we can ask himabout that, although he has never seen
the 302 as part of his -- well, it's not even a 302 -- the
1057 as part of his -- 1 don't know what's in the 302
because the Bureau has not provided us with the 302.
| nstead they provided us with this 57-page sumrmary, which
may or nmay not reflect what's in the 302, but --

M. Findlay. And that's fair. That's the docunent

|"mreferring to, the docunent --

M. Somers. Yeah, | know. I'mjust -- | just want to
make that -- put that on the record as well. | think the
best thing to do probably now -- | don't have a whol e heck

of a lot nore to ask you, | but | think our hour

has expired or is quickly about to expire. | think we can
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circle back on a few of these questions in a later round,

and | have just a few nore questions for you. But | think

we' || probably take a short break and then turn it over to
M. Baker. -- 30 seconds.
M. Somers. -- the mnority. | think M. Baker does

have one question for you.

M. Baker. The FBI's DI OG Donestic |Investigative
Qperation CGuidelines, that sort of is the rul ebook for what
t hey do investigation-w se -- openings, closings,

t echni ques, whatever -- for a sensitive investigative
matter, their DIOG requires that there be a notification to
NSD. And | think there's -- it's even nore formal where it
has to be at least emailed. | think, according to the |IG
NSD has an email account set up to receive these
notifications. But in this instance, because | think

t hi ngs were novi ng qui ckly, or maybe because of the
hei ght ened sensitivity of the investigation, there was an
oral briefing or an oral notification nade to CES. Wre
you aware of that, and who was that briefing made to at
CES?

B | mnot aware of that, and | don't want to
guess, so I'Il just say | don't know.

M. Baker. Thank you.

M. Soners. Yeah, | think we can take a 5-m nute --
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how | ong do you guys need?

Ms. Zdeb. | think at this point we would be
confortable if you two wanted to just keep going. W have
very little, at least for the tinme being, and so for the
sake of efficiency, it my nmake the nost sense for you to
concl ude your questioning, and then we can just junp in
once you' re done.

M. Sonmers. Al right. | will need a few m nutes
just to go back and see if | can find sonething in the 1057
to ask about the location of the -- where the -- where
primary sub-source lived. But |I can -- | can continue on
then with the |ast set of questions | wanted to --

Ms. Zdeb. Understood. That's fine with us.

M. Sonmers. Ckay. So we're going to stay on then,
B for a fewnore -- a few nore minutes here, and |
will try and follow up with you briefly then after the --
after the mnority goes, then hopefully we can then let you
go. So | think you are nearing, at least fromthe
mnority's description of their -- the anount of their
guestions, | think you are nearing the end.

l"mgoing to read sonmething fromthe I1Gs report and
ask you if you're famliar with the docunent that's
di scussed here. On page 266 of the IGreport, it says, "W
observed anong the NSD s Counterintelligence and Export

Control Section, CES, records an April 2017 version of an
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investigative" -- I'msorry -- "an investigation outline
CES prepared and periodically updated reflecting that
Carter Page received an email from Gordon in July 2016
about the Pl atformchange, and the -- that the enuail
'suggests Page was not involved in'" the decision. Also
included in the CES outline were Page's denials to the
FBI." The docunent | want to ask you if you're famliar
with is, are you famliar with a CES outline that was
prepared and periodically updated, and it's -- according to
the IGreport, the last version of it was in April of 2017.

B Sco what was the date again, April 201772

M. Soners. Well, that's the -- it seens to ne
there's multiple versions. | guess that's the |ast
version. That's around the tinme that the Special Counsel's
Ofice was forned.

B M hm

M. Somers. So | assune that mght be why it was | ast
nodi fied, | would take that to nean. It just says that
it'"'s -- it was in the records in CES, and it was -- they
characterized it as an investigation outline that CES
prepared and periodically updated. And one of the updates
in there appears to be that Carter Page received an enai
from Gordon regardi ng the Republican Pl atform change.
That's not the part |I'masking about. [|'mjust asking if

you're famliar with the docunent.
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B Ycah, so I'mnot famliar with that

specific part you nentioned about Carter Page. But as to
the outline, | think I feel confortable saying that when |
told you earlier that there was nore active work goi ng on
in 2017, |1 think that outline docunent, or whatever you
want to call it, was sonething that the |ine attorney at
CES woul d' ve been working on and updati ng.

M. Soners. Was this is a CES-created docunent?

B | don't -- | don't know who originally
created it. | just renenber that there was sort of a
docunent that was updated and used to understand what was
goi ng on.

M. Somers. Could you elaborate on that a little bit
nore, "understand what was going" -- I'mjust trying to
under stand what the purpose of the docunent was.

I | ouess what | would say was that the -- |
think the ine attorney at CES was working with the FBlI on
different -- like, the -- not the -- we don't tal k about
the unbrella case. W talk about the sub -- the sub-cases,
di fferent people. He would ve been tracking that and sort
of keeping track of what's going on in those matters. |
think this docunment kind of tracked what was goi ng on
investigatively in those matters. | don't know who created
it originally.

M. Sonmers. So it was created in anticipation that
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CES might -- it allowed CES to keep track of what was going
on in all four cases, or were you saying it was just one of
t he cases?

B | don't know how many cases, but | believe
the line attorney was working on different -- | don't know
what they call it, sub-parts, different individuals.

M. Soners. And | assune this was a classified
docunent. | nean, it seens to have raw FISA data in it.

B ' that -- | would -- | would assune
that's the case, and it's also a counterintelligence
matter, so they're generally kept on classified systens.

M. Somers. So I'mjust trying to -- this was -- this
was a document keeping track of the case versus a docunent
nmeant to catal og verification of Steele's allegations?

B 'he forner, not the latter, as |
understand it.

M. Sonmers. Do you know if FBI had input into this
docunent or is this wholly a CES product?

I | understood it to be sonething that the
DQAJ Iine attorney was using to track what was going on in
the matter.

M. Sonmers. So it definitely, fromthe description in
the |G report, had information about Carter Page. Do you

recall for that infornation about the other three cases in

it?
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I ot a specific reference --

M. Somers. | shouldn't say "cases." | should say
"investigations."

B | nvestigations, yeah. Not specifically,
but | do recall that the line attorney was working on
mul ti ple investigations.

M. Somers. Now, you don't know when this docunent --
did you ever input anything into this docunent, edit the
docunent ?

B | don't believe so.

M. Sonmers. Was it sonething you had access to, or
was it sonething just that the |ine attorney was preparing?

B ! think it was his docunment. |'mnot sure
we had the ability to share anything |ike that anyway.

M. Somers. All right. | think that's all | have on
-- if you could just give nme one second here.

[ Brief pause.]

M. Soners. Just another nention here, and | think
thisis -- thisis fromthe -- | knowthis is fromthe I1Gs
report, and I just want to make sure that you concur with
this statement fromthe 1Greport. | think you and M.
Laufman -- you're the "they" in this.

B Vat page is this?

M. Sonmers. | don't happen to have the page with ne,

but -- I'msorry |I didn't wite that down, but there's a

56
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"they" and an "us." The "they" is -- well, | can start it
earlier than that. "NSD s Counterintelligence Export
Control Section representatives attended the primary sub-
source January 2017 interview. Section Chief David Laufman
and his deputy section chief told us that they did not
recall discussing the interviewwith O officials
afterwards. They told us they did not have know edge of
the information in the Carter Page FI SA applications at the
tinme, and that they were not sufficiently famliar with the
Steele reports to have understood there were

i nconsi stenci es between the primary sub-source and Steele.”
Accurate characterization by the |1G?

B Ves
M. Poe. (Of audio.)

B Cops, sorry. | cut soneone off.

M. Poe. You cut off your |lawer, but that's okay.
You' ve answered the question.

[ Laught er. ]

M. Sonmers. I'msorry. | think we just got cut off
there, and we didn't hear it in the roomat |east. Do you
believe that's an accurate characterization by the
| nspect or Ceneral ?

B Geg, did you want to say sonething? [I'm
sorry.

M . Poe. No, | don't. Go ahead.
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I Back to your question, yes, | think that's

accur at e.

M. Somers. Ckay. Now, it does say in that quote, it
says, "at the tinme." At a later tine, did you realize that
t here were inconsistencies between the Steele reporting and
what you | earned during the primary sub-source interview?

M. Poe. |l this is -- this is Geg Poe. M.
Somers, | nean, the reason | was going to interject before
was just that it would be useful if you're quoting froma
report, that [l have access to see what you're quoting
from

M. Somers. Yeah, it's in the -- if you could give ne
a nmonent .

M. Poe. Sure.

M. Sonmers. It'sinthe IGreport. | just am |l ooking
at two docunents, and so | don't have the -- it's on page
247 of the I G report.

B s it the second full paragraph? No,
sorry.

M. Soners. Yeah, second full.

B Ycah.  Second full paragraph, yeah.

M. Soners. Yeah, that's what | was --

B ¢t ne just look at that quickly.

M. Soners. Yeah, yeah, please go ahead.

[ Brief pause.]
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B Cay. | just |ooked at that paragraph.

M. Somers. So | guess what | was |l ooking at is the
guote there, or | guess it's not a quote, but the |IG report
says at the tinme, you did not have sufficient know edge of
the Carter Page FI SA applications and were not sufficiently
famliar with the Steele reports to identify
i nconsi stenci es between what you | earned at the primary
sub-source interview and what was in the Steele reporting.
| guess what ny questionis, is after the tine, at a later
ti me when you maybe becane nore famliar with the Carter
Page FI SA applications or -- and/or the Steele reporting,
did you cone to the realization that you |earned things in
the primary sub-source interview that there were --
coul d' ve been understood to be inconsistencies between the
primary sub-source and Steel e?

M. Poe. M. Soners, let ne just interject one
second. | just want to rmake sure we're tal king about --
you're identifying the tinme frame, you know. Are you
t al ki ng about up through, you know, for exanple, up through
April of 2017, or are you tal king about up to the present
date, and that could -- that could obviously affect the --
what an appropri ate answer woul d be.

M. Somers. No, | think what the 1Gis getting at
here, what | understand it to say, is that when | N

was in the primary sub-source interview, he had neither the
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knowl edge of the Carter Page FI SA application or
Christopher Steele's reporting to know that there were --

t here possibly could be inconsistencies between what the
primary sub-source was telling the FBI and what was in
either the Carter Page FISA application itself or the
Steele reporting. So he wouldn't have realized at the tine
of that interview that there were inconsistencies. And |I'm
asking him | ooking back on it, knowi ng what he | earned in
that interview and know ng what he nay or nmay not know now,
whet her he realizes that there were inconsistencies based
on his present know edge of --

M. Poe. Well --

M. Findlay. You' re asking himhis know edge up
t hrough today where he could' ve read the G reports and
that -- | nean --

M. Somers. |'masking his -- yeah

M. Findlay. It seens like the back end of April, to
M. Poe's point --

M. Soners. W could --

M. Findlay. -- would be nore appropriate. | nean,
if you want to know whether he's read the |G report where
the I G tal ks about those inconsistencies, that just seens
like a --

M. Soners. Well, he was in --

Ms. Sawyer. Yeah, | --
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M. Poe. Also, M. Soners, | don't want to step on
M. Findlay. But M. Soners, that -- this interviewis
limted by agreenents to historical facts, not views that
that he may have retrospectively based on after acquired

knowl edge through the press or other sources.

M. Somers. Yeah, |I'm asking himabout the historical
interview, and -- we can -- we can limt it. Let's limt
it to by April 2017. Wuld that statenent still -- would

"at the tinme" in that statenent also cover all the way to
April of 2017?

B by | answer that one?

M. Findlay. | think that's fine. So you're asking
for the delta between January and April.

M. Sonmers. Yeah, |I'masking from-- so when you were
in the interview, you didn't have enough know edge, and |I'm
-- what |'masking you is, did you gain enough know edge by
April of 2017 to know that there were inconsistencies.

Ms. Sawyer. If | mght. Sorry. | just want to raise
a point, Zach, not -- just to nmake clear on the record
that, vis-a-vis the docunent that reflects the January
interview, | think it's fair to say that the ngjority and
the mnority do not share the same view as to whether or
not that docunment exposed any inconsistencies between what
the primary sub-source -- at |east the version that we have

does not expose inconsistencies in what the primry sub-
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source may have said in that interview and the Steel e
reporting. So | just want to nake that clear on the
record.

M. Somers. Yeah, I'mnot -- I'mnot -- |I'msorry.
|"mnot trying to characterize ny view of the docunent.
I"mtrying to | ook at I nspector General Horowitz's view of
t he docunent.

Ms. Sawyer. Yeah.

B So the questionis, is there -- was there
any change between January when the interview took place
and April of 2017 as to ny understandi ng of inconsistencies
bet ween what was said in that interview and the FISA
application? |Is that right?

M. Soners. O the -- or the Steele reporting, yeah.

B O the Steele report. M answer to that
is, no, | don't have any -- | can't draw any distinction
bet ween January and April on that point.

M. Sonmers. GCkay. | think that's all | have, and
we'll see if there's a further -- any further foll ow up
guestions after the mnority. Do you all want a break
or --

Ms. Zdeb. Wiy don't we take a quick break?

M. Soners. Let's take 5 m nutes.

Court Reporter. Of the record.

[OFf the record at 11:36 a.m]
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[On the record at 11:49 a.m|]

M. Charlet. And Heather?

Ms. Sawyer. Yeah, sorry. | amhere. | had it on
mute so the -- | wouldn't disturb with any background
noi se, but 1'lIl go ahead and unnute it just in case.

M. Charlet. GOkay. Well, the tinme is 11:49, and we
can go back on the record. Good norning, | and
t hank you for being here. W just have a few questions,
and |'mgoing to start a little bit nore generally.

As you know, fromthe DQJ |Inspector Ceneral's report
issue -- or -- I"'msorry -- the DQJ | nspector General
i ssued a 400-page report in Decenber of |ast year titled,
"Revi ew of Four FISA Applications and O her Aspects of the
FBI's Crossfire Hurricane Investigation." The report
detailed the results of a 2-year investigation into the
sanme topics that we're addressing today. According to the
report, the 1G examned nore than 1 m|lion docunents and
interviewed nore than 100 w tnesses, including Christopher
St eel e and nunerous current and fornmer governnment
enpl oyees. Did you cooperate with the O fice of |nspector
General investigation?

B Ve

M. Charlet. Wre you interviewed as part of that

I nvestigation?

B Ve

63

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One Alderson

M. Charlet. How many tinmes? Once? Mre than once?

B Oce

M. Charlet. And for how | ong approxi matel y?

B o nore than 2 hours.

M. Charlet. D d you provide conplete, truthful
answers to the questions O G asked during the course of
your interview?

B es.

M. Charlet. D d you or did the Justice Departnent
provide OGwth docunents related to your involvenent wth
the Crossfire Hurricane investigation?

I | had already left the Departnent, so |
t hi nk the Departnent provided docunments to the IG

M. Charlet. GCkay. Did you personally then ever hear
O G conplain that it needed nore information from you?

B o

M. Charlet. And did you ever hear O G conpl ain that
it didn't get the docunents it needed related to your
I nvol vement ?

W

M. Charlet. Gkay. D d you have an opportunity to
review the O G report before they finalized and publi shed
it, at least the portions that involved you?

I o

M. Charlet. And when did you first see the portions
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that involved you in the O G reports?

B After it was publicly released at sone
poi nt .

M. Charlet. And you were not part of the Crossfire
Hurricane investigative team correct?

B | don't know. | don't believe -- | don't
know i f there was ever such a formal designation, but |
don't -- | don't believe | was on the team so to speak.

M. Charlet. GCkay. More specifically, you played no
role in the investigations of Paul Manafort, M chael Flynn,
Carter Page, or Ceorge Papadopoul os.

B o role. | was aware of what the FBI was
doing. They were briefing on the case, so you m ght have
to be nore specific.

M. Charlet. Sure. To clarify, you did not have
active involvenent, other than attending the January 2017

primary sub-source interview and sitting in nmeetings where

you received updates. |Is that correct?
B ' think that's correct, and on the
updates, | would include the questions | was answering nost

recently about the Iine attorney in our office in the
spring of 2017, who was working nore actively on the matter
and getting briefings there as well.

M. Charlet. GCkay. GCkay. Qur commttee held a 6-

hour hearing with Inspector General Horowitz follow ng the
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rel ease of his 484-page report. A nunber of allegations
wer e made agai nst the FBI during that hearing and
subsequently repeated at other hearings and neetings of the
commttee. W believe the allegations were investigated
and answered by the Inspector General, but I'mgoing to ask
you a series of questions about them because we continue to
hear these allegations from people who do not have
firsthand know edge or evidence about what happened during
Crossfire Hurricane.

The I nspector Ceneral found that there was no
docunentary or testinonial evidence of bias inpacting the
FBI's work in Crossfire Hurricane. Nonetheless, there have
been all egations that there was "tons of evidence of bias."
Aside from attendi ng sone general briefings and obtai ni ng
sone updates, your involvenent in Crossfire Hurricane was
limted to attending a portion of the FBI's January 2017
i nterview of Christopher Steele's primry sub-source,
correct?

B Ve

M. Charlet. GCkay. D d political bias inpact any of
your actions in connection with this interview?

B o

M. Charlet. D d political bias ever inpact any of
your other actions during your tinme at the Departnent of

Justice?
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I o

M. Charlet. Do you have any evidence that political
bi as otherw se inpacted the FBI or DQJ's work in Crossfire
Hurri cane?

B o

M. Charlet. It has been alleged that the FBI engaged
in a "massive crimnal conspiracy over tine to defraud the
FI SA Court." Do you have any evidence that the FBlI engaged
in a massive crimnal conspiracy over tine to defraud the
FI SA Court ?

B o

M. Charlet. It has been alleged that the FBI
"purposely used the power of the Federal Governnent to wage
a political war against a presidential candidate they
despised.” Do you have any evidence that the FBI agents
pur posely used the power of the Federal Governnent to wage
a political war against then candidate Donald Trunp?

B o

M. Charlet. Do you have any evidence that the FBI
was attenpting a coup agai nst President Trunp?

B o

M. Charlet. Do you have any evidence that the
Crossfire Hurricane investigation was a "hoax" or a "witch

hunt" intended to hurt Trunmp politically?

B o
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M. Charlet. Was your goal to hurt Trunp politically?

I o

M. Charlet. Wat was your goal?

I o support the FBI and its investigative
activities as we did in any case.

M. Charlet. Do you have any evidence that Crossfire
Hurri cane was part of a "deep state effort" to take down
Presi dent Trunp?

B o

M. Charlet. There have al so been allegations that
t he purpose of the Crossfire Hurricane investigation was to
change or nullify the results of the 2016 el ection. Do you
have any evidence that the goal of Crossfire Hurricane was
to change or nullify the results of the 2016 el ection?

B o

M. Charlet. There have al so been allegations that
Crossfire Hurricane was conposed of people who hated Trunp
and who had "an agenda to destroy himbefore he was el ected
and after he was elected.” D d you personally have an
agenda to destroy Trunp at any point either before or after
he was el ect ed?

B o

M. Charlet. Do you have any evidence that the goal
of Crossfire Hurricane was to destroy Trunp before or after

he was el ect ed?
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I o

M. Charlet. Do you have any questions?

[ Brief aside.]

M. Charlet. Does Ms. Sawyer have any questions?

Ms. Sawyer. Yes, | just have a couple, and | think
I"mon. Can you guys hear ne okay?

M. Charlet. Yes.

M. Sonmers. Yep.

Ms. Sawer. Geat. WlIlIl, thank you for your patience
for dealing with this Wbex. | think you -- everyone has
done an admirable job navigating the video, and, Bentl ey,

t hank you for all your work with that. Just a couple

guestions to put a slightly finer point onit. Just to be
clear, did you ever personally recomend any investigative
steps with regard to the Crossfire Hurricane investigation?

B | don't think so, no.

Ms. Sawyer. And did you ever |aunch an objection
about any investigative steps that were taken by the FBI or
DQJ related to the Crossfire Hurricane investigation?

W

Ms. Sawyer. And during the interview portions of
whi ch you sat in on, did you ever suggest or reconmend any
guestions that were posed to the primary sub-source?

B o, | don't think so. | don't recall

aski ng anyt hi ng.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One Alderson

Ms. Sawyer. And did you recomrend to either the FB
agent or analysts that they ask any particul ar questions?

B o, they were -- they were |eading the
guestioning and handling it.

Ms. Sawyer. And that's really all | had, and thank
you again for your tine and for working through the
| ogi stics of this interview wth us.

B O course.

M. Charlet. That's all for the mnority's questions.

M. Sonmers. Are you able to see ne up here, this
camera up here? You can hear ne, |} t hough.

B Ycah, | can hear you, and it's zooming in
on you now.

M. Sonmers. Al right. Sorry. | just have a -- just
a quick question. I'mnot able to find any declassified
information to ask you the question | was asking you
earlier about where the primary sub-source lived. | would
note that other people we've interviewed have been able to

answer, or at | east one other individual we've intervi ewed

has been able to answer that question, but I wll leave it
alone. | do have -- in searching through that, and |I' m not
trying to trip you up or anything. I'mjust trying to

understand what |'m | ooking at on a docunent versus what
you said earlier.

The docunment |'m | ooking at here, which is a 57-page
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summary of the -- now, this is only question | have for
you, unless Art has sonmething. It's an FD-1057, and |
believe it's a conpilation of three 302s. This docunent
indicates that the interview that you took part in or
attended took place in the Washington Field Ofice
interview room You had indicated earlier that it took

pl ace at the lawer's office. |I'mjust trying to sort out
t he confusion or the difference.

I | have no recollection of that interview
occurring at that FBI -- at the Washington Field Ofice. |
recall it being in a conference roomat this sub-source's
attorney's offices near Dupont Circle.

M. Soners. So you have -- you have no recollection
of it occurring at the Washington Field Ofice. | nean,
the only thing that would occur to ne of why it would occur
at the Washington Field Ofice is just because they would
have a SCIF at the Washington Field Ofice. But your
recollectionis -- and I'"'mnot -- | have no reason, other
than I'm | ooking at the docunent, that notes that it
occurred in the -- | believe this is what this nmeans to
say, is that occurred in the FBI Washington Field Ofice
interview room That occurs on page 22 and page -- nmy copy
is really bad -- it looks like 40 -- for January 25th and

January 26th of 2017, but --
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M. Somers. Go ahead. [|'msorry.

B Tventy-two and 407?

M. Soners. Yeah, 22. It says -- | think that's 22.

B Ycah, | see it. | can just tell you |
don't think that's accurate, but you can -- you could
correct meif I'm-- if I"'mwong on that.

M. Somers. Yeah, |I'mjust asking for your
recoll ection, and that's a -- do you have anythi ng?

M. Baker. No, | was just going to say thank you for
appeari ng today, and thank you for your service at DQJ, and
t hank your counsel, M. Poe, for coordinating your
appearance with the conmttee. Thank you.

M. Poe. Thank you

M. Soners. Yeah, that's a -- you guys are -- | think
that's all. Thank you for comng -- well, for getting in
front of your conputer and speaking with us this norning.
| think this worked out relatively well, although |I don't
know I'd want to do it with a nmuch | onger interview So
t hank you, and thank you, M. Poe, for nmaking your client
avai | abl e.

M. Poe. Thank you, M. Sonmers. Thank you, M.

Baker. Thanks all.
I Avcpreciate it. Bye bye.
[ Wher eupon, at 12:02 p.m, the interview was

concl uded. ]
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