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Re: Tennessee District Attorneys General support the nomination of
Karla Campbell for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit

Chairman Durbin, Ranking Member Graham, Senator Blackburn, and Senator Hagerty:

I write to express my support for the nomination of Ms. Karla Campbell to the United
States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.

I am the District Attorney for the Third Judicial District in Tennessee, elected by the
people of our respective judicial districts to prosecute crimes and maintain the peace and
safety of our districts. My districts represent the diversity of Tennessee, including rural and
urban counties across the State. I serve these (4) counties.

In recent years, many of us have witnessed the communities that we serve be
devastated by the opioid crisis and the inflex of other illicit drugs, many of which are
controlled pharmaceuticals. While we strive every day to use the criminal justice system to
fight the epidemic, many of us also believed that more could be done to hold distributors
accountable civilly. To that end, we (three DAGs from the first three judicial districts)



retained the law firm of Stranch Jennings & Garvey (then called Branstetter Stranch &
Jennings) to represent us in our capacities as DAGs against various pharmaceutical
manufacturers and distributors pursuant to the Tennessee Drug Dealer Liability Act. Our
claims sought recovery of much needed funds to establish addiction and drug recovery
programs for residents of our districts. The case involved unique claims and matters of first
impression in interpreting and applying this statute.

As a partner in the firm at that time, Ms. Campbell was an integral part of our
litigation team. She and the whole team worked tirelessly for our communities and for our
constituents, litigating in various courts against multiple defendants, all the while traveling
the State to visit all the judicial districts and getting to know those individuals impacted by
the drug crisis. In particular, Ms. Campbell used her expertise to litigate multiple
interlocutory appeals within the Tennessee appellate courts in furtherance of our claims.

As a result of this litigation and her efforts, the DAGs and my district secured
millions of dollars, money that is earmarked to go directly to impacted communities. Of
special note, the funds from this lawsuit have gone toward the establishment of a treatment
center in rural upper East Tennessee. Ms. Campbell has told us how important this outcome
is for her personally as a native of East Tennessee herself.

In sum, as an experienced prosecutor, I strongly recommend Ms. Karla Campbell for
the Sixth Circuit. She will serve our State and our federal courts with the same commitment
to the wellbeing of its residents and the rule of law that she has shown in representing us.
Sincerely yours,
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District Attorney General Dan ArmstronWistrict




