
June 4, 2026 
 
The Honorable Charles Grassley, Chairman  
Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate  
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 

The Honorable Richard Durbin,  
Ranking Member Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate  
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 

Re: Angela Colmenero, Nominee to Serve as a Judge on the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of Texas 
 

Dear U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary, 

We, the signatories below, are all former Texas Assistant Attorneys General who write in 
support of Angela V. Colmenero in our personal capacities and urge you to confirm her to 
serve as a judge on the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Texas. 

Each of the undersigned has known Angela for more than a decade. All of us have worked 
with her as former colleagues at the Office of Texas Attorney General. Many of us have 
also worked with Angela during her current employment with the Office of the Governor, 
both in her capacity as Deputy General Counsel and Deputy Chief of Staff. Throughout 
her time in state government, Angela has demonstrated a steadfast commitment to the 
rule of law and established herself as a pragmatic, thoughtful problem solver. She has also 
proven herself to be a trial court practitioner of the highest caliber.  

Having served as Angela’s supervisors, direct reports, colleagues, and trial teammates at 
the Office of Texas Attorney General, each of us will attest to her skill, professionalism, 
and discharge of her duties in the courtroom. Whether that means litigating 
constitutional questions in a 17-week trial over the financing of Texas public schools, 
protecting consumers and taxpayers from deceptive trade practices or healthcare fraud, 
or ensuring state government actors observe laws requiring transparency with the public 
whom they serve, Angela has done it all. As Chief of the General Litigation Division and 
Deputy Chief of the Special Litigation Division, she has led some of the most 
consequential cases for our State—always with the highest level of ethical standards. 

Throughout her more than 20-year career in state government, Angela has also developed 
a hard-earned reputation as a trusted, decisive colleague and a counselor who can be 
relied upon to solve problems of great legal and relational complexity. In the Office of the 
Governor, Angela has worked tirelessly to assist efforts to recover from natural disasters, 
like the tragic floods in Kerr County and past hurricanes battering the Gulf Coast. She has 



helped design programs to spur economic development in Texas. And she has led on child 
welfare issues, including efforts to help connect children and youth in foster care with 
adopted parents. No matter the issue, Angela has worked to devise efficient and 
thoughtful solutions to unprecedented problems that affect the lives of more than 30 
million Texans.  

Angela is a consummate public servant who always keeps the best interest of Texas and 
Americans at the center of her decision-making.  We each, whole-heartedly and without 
reservation, commend the Senate to confirm her appointment. 

Very Respectfully, 

 

Nichole Bunker, General Counsel,  
Texas A&M University System Board of 
Regents 

Shanna Molinare, General Counsel,  
State Office of Risk Management 
 

Kara Kennedy,  
Retired Texas Assistant Attorney General  

Cynthia Morales,  
Retired Texas Assistant Attorney General 

Priscilla Huebenak,  
Retired Texas Assistant Attorney General 

David A. Talbot, Retired Texas Assistant 
Attorney General 

Joshua Godbey, Deputy Executive 
Director, 
Texas Department of Information 
Resources 

Jennie Hoelscher, General Counsel, 
 
Texas Department of Information 
Resources 

John Langley,  
Cooper & Scully, P.C. 

Jon Niermann,  
Vinson & Elkins 

Kellie Billings-Ray,  
Texas Assistant Attorney General 

Darren McCarty,  
McCarty Law, PLLC 

Adam Biggs, General Counsel and Board 
Secretary,  
University of Austin 

Stacey S. Napier, General Counsel, 
The University of Texas System, Board of 
Regents 

Matthew H. Frederick,  
Associate Vice President for Legal Affairs 
The University of Texas at Austin 

Esteban Soto, Associate Vice President for 
Investigation and Adjudication,  
The University of Texas at Austin 

Nelly Herrera, General Counsel,  
Texas State University System 

Jeffrey Farrell, Associate General Counsel, 
Texas State University System 

Emily Ardolino, Associate General 
Counsel, 
Texas State University System  

Amanda Cochran-McCall, Former Texas 
Assistant Attorney General  

Ruth R. Hughs,  
Kelly Hart and Hallman 

Cristina M. Moreno,  
León Cosgrove Jiménez, LLP 

Jenny S. Jackson, Former Texas Assistant 
Attorney General 

Joseph D. Hughes, Former Texas 
Assistant Attorney General 

  



Ryan Bangert,  
Alliance Defending Freedom 

Craig Pritzlaff, Former Texas Assistant 
Attorney General 

Todd L. Disher,  
Lehotsky Keller Cohn, LLP 

Patrick Sweeten, Judge, 
Texas Business Court, Third Division 

Kristofer Monson, Chief Administrative 
Law Judge 
Texas State Office of Administrative 
Hearings 

Raymond Charles Winter, Inspector 
General,  
Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission 

Amanda Crawford, Texas Commissioner 
of Insurance 

Kim Fuchs, Former Texas Assistant 
Attorney General 

Christopher Hilton, 
Stone Hilton, PLLC 

Elizabeth Brown Fore,  
Stone Hilton, PLLC 

Michael Abrams, 
Stone Hilton, PLLC 

Thomas Albright,  
Stone Hilton, PLLC 

John B. Scott,  
Scott & Scott, PLLC 

Daniel T. Hodge, 
DTH Strategies 

G. David Whitley, 
Gregory Strategies 

Adam Bitter, Former Assistant Attorney 
General 

James P. Dyer, Former Assistant Attorney 
General 

 

 

 

 


