










































































by reference to 28 U.S.C. § 455, all applicable canons of the Code of Conduct for United 
States Judges, and any and all other laws, rules, practices, and procedures governing 
circumstances relating to real or potential conflicts of interests. 

25. Pro Bono Work: An ethical consideration under Canon 2 of the American Bar
Association's Code of Professional Responsibility calls for "every lawyer, regardless of 
professional prominence or professional workload, to find some time to participate in serving the 
disadvantaged." Describe what you have done to fulfill these responsibilities, listing specific 
instances and the amount of time devoted to each. 

I have been on the bench for almost twenty-four years. However, prior to taking the bench, I 
performed some pro bono legal work for fellow veterans and military personnel, primarily 
writing wills and powers of attorney. 

26. Selection Process:

a. Please describe your experience in the entire judicial selection process,
from beginning to end (including the circumstances which led to your nomination and the 
interviews in which you participated). Is there a selection commission in your 
jurisdiction to recommend candidates for nomination to the federal courts? If so, please 
include that process in your description, as well as whether the commission 
recommended your nomination. List the dates of all interviews or communications you 
had with the White House staff or the Justice Department regarding this nomination. Do 
not include any contacts with Federal Bureau oflnvestigation personnel concerning your 
nomination. 

In 2024, I told Senator Paul I would like to be considered for a vacancy in the United 
States District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky should a vacancy arise. On 
March 6th, 2026, Senator Paul informed me that there may be a vacancy later in the year 
and asked ifl was still interested in being considered which I affirmed. On 
approximately March 20, 2026, I was interviewed by Senator McConnell's staff. I 
received a call from the White House Counsel's office in late March or early April. On 
April 7, 2026, I went to the White House Counsel Office for an interview. Since then, I 
have been in contact with officials from the White House Counsel's Office and the 
Justice Department's Office of Legal Policy regarding the nomination. On August I 8, 
2026, President Trump called to inform me that he planned to nominate me for a position 
on the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky. 

b. Has anyone involved in the process of selecting you as a judicial nominee
discussed with you any currently pending or specific case, legal issue or question in a 
manner that could reasonably be interpreted as seeking any express or implied assurances 
concerning your position on such case, issue, or question? If so, explain fully. 
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