
 

 
June 10, 2025

 
The Honorable Pam Bondi  
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

 
The Honorable Kash Patel 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
935 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20535 

 
Dear Attorney General Bondi and Director Patel: 
 

On May 6, I sent you a letter asking that you immediately investigate threats against 
federal judges in the form of anonymous or pseudonymous deliveries to their homes and those of 
their relatives.1 I also asked that you provide information on any steps the Justice Department 
(DOJ) or the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has taken to protect the judges and their 
families who have received these deliveries and to prevent further deliveries and other threats. In 
addition, I asked you to commit to fully supporting the U.S. Marshals Service (USMS) and to 
maintaining or increasing its current number of employees. Finally, I asked you to respond to 
several questions and provide a briefing to Senate Judiciary Committee staff no later than May 
20. 

 
Over a month has passed since my letter, and I have yet to receive any response. Your 

delay makes clear that you are not concerned with the ongoing and increasing threats to our 
federal judges. The federal judiciary cannot afford to wait any longer for action. Since I last 
wrote to you, threats against the federal judiciary have continued, and additional information 
about those threats has become public. Recent reporting revealed that USMS investigated 373 
threats to judges in the first eight months of this fiscal year.2 And the threats are increasing. In 
the five-month period before March 1, 80 individual judges received threats.3 Then, in the six 
weeks between March 1 and April 14, 162 judges received threats.4 USMS is also reportedly 
reviewing more than 100 anonymous deliveries to judges and their families.5 

 
Justice Amy Coney Barrett’s family has reportedly received unsolicited pizza deliveries, 

and Justice Barrett’s sister was the target of a bomb threat.6 At least 20 anonymous deliveries 
have been placed in the name of Daniel Anderl, the son of Judge Esther Salas who was murdered 
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by an aggrieved litigant.7 Deliveries under Anderl’s name have been received by judges in 
Rhode Island, New York, California, Tennessee, South Carolina, Maryland, Oregon, and 
Washington, D.C.8 Judge Salas has characterized the deliveries as “psychological warfare” 
sending the message, “Do you want to end up like Judge Salas? Do you want to end up like 
Daniel?”9 
 

As I noted in my May 6 letter, these incidents threaten not only judges and their families, 
but also judicial independence and the rule of law. Threats against judges cannot be tolerated and 
must be investigated—and those responsible for these threats must be held accountable. I expect 
your prompt response to this pressing matter. 

  
Sincerely, 

 
      
 

Richard J. Durbin 
Ranking Member 

 
 

cc:  The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Chairman, U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary  
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