
May 2, 2013 

 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy  

Chairman  

Committee on the Judiciary  

United States Senate  

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  

Washington, DC 20510  

 

The Honorable Charles Grassley  

Ranking Member  

Committee on the Judiciary  

United States Senate  

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  

Washington, DC 20510  

 

 Re:   Nomination of Rachel Barkow 
 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Grassley:  

 

We write in support of Rachel Barkow’s nomination to serve as a Commissioner on the 

U.S. Sentencing Commission.   

 

All of us worked alongside Rachel as law clerks at the Supreme Court of the United 

States during the 1997–98 Term.  Rachel earned the greatest respect from each of us for her 

strong character, sharp intellect, tireless enthusiasm and good humor, and legal acumen.  Since 

her clerkship, Rachel has served with great distinction in private practice and as a law professor, 

most recently having served for eleven years as a professor at New York University School of 

Law.  She is widely regarded as one of the nation’s foremost experts on criminal law and 

sentencing policies.   

 

We have no doubt that, should she be confirmed, Rachel would serve with great 

distinction, and we therefore support her nomination to serve as a Commissioner on the U.S. 

Sentencing Commission without reservation.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Samuel R. Bagenstos 

Professor of Law 

University of Michigan Law School
*
 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Law Clerk to Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 1997-98 

 

                                                           
*
  For all signatories, institutional affiliations are provided for identification purposes only. 
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J. Scott Ballenger 

Partner 

Latham & Watkins LLP 

Washington, D.C. 

Law Clerk to Justice Antonin Scalia, 1997-98 

 

Anthony J. Bellia Jr. 

Professor of Law and Notre Dame Presidential Fellow 

University of Notre Dame 

Notre Dame, Indiana 

Law Clerk to Justice Antonin Scalia, 1997-98 

 

Paul Schiff Berman  

Vice Provost for Online Education and Academic Innovation and  

Manatt/Ahn Professor of Law 

George Washington University 

Washington, D.C.  

Law Clerk to Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 1997-98  

 

Stephanos Bibas 

Professor of Law and Criminology and Director of the Supreme Court Clinic 

University of Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Law Clerk to Justice Anthony M. Kennedy, 1997-98 

 

Elizabeth Cavanagh 

Adjunct Professor 

Washington College of Law, American University 

Washington, D.C. 

Law Clerk to Justice John Paul Stevens, 1997-98 

 

Thomas Colby 

Professor of Law 

George Washington University Law School 

Washington, D.C. 

Law Clerk to Justice David H. Souter, 1997-98 

 

Laura A. Dickinson 

Oswald Symister Colclough Research Professor of Law 

George Washington University Law School 

Washington, D.C. 

Law Clerk to Justice Stephen G. Breyer and Justice Harry Blackmun, 1997-98 

 

David Friedman 

Senior Vice President/Special Counsel 

Boston Red Sox 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Law Clerk to Justice John Paul Stevens, 1997-98 
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Lisa Kern Griffin 

Professor of Law 

Duke Law School 

Durham, North Carolina 

Law Clerk to Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, 1997-98 

 

Deborah Hamilton 

Trial Attorney 

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 

Chicago, Illinois 

Law Clerk to Justice David H. Souter, 1997-98 

 

Rachel A. Harmon 

Sullivan & Cromwell Professor of Law 

University of Virginia School of Law 

Charlottesville, Virginia 

Law Clerk to Justice Stephen G. Breyer, 1997-98 

 

Sarah O. Jorgensen 

Senior Counsel 

McKool Smith 

Macon, Georgia 

Law Clerk to Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist, 1997-98 

 

John P. Kelsh 

Partner 

Sidley Austin LLP 

Chicago, Illinois 

Law Clerk to Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist, 1997-98 

 

Arthur Long 

Partner 

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP 

New York, New York 

Law Clerk to Justice Clarence Thomas, 1997-98 

 

Wendy Long 

New York, New York 

Law Clerk to Justice Clarence Thomas, 1997-98 

 

Matthew Martens 

Chief Litigation Counsel 

Securities and Exchange Commission 

Washington, D.C. 

Law Clerk to Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist, 1997-98 
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Christopher Meade 

Washington, DC 

Law Clerk to Justice John Paul Stevens, 1997-98 

 

Gillian E. Metzger 

Vice Dean, Stanley H. Fuld Professor of Law, and Co-Director of the Center for Constitutional 

Governance 

Columbia Law School 

New York, New York 

Law Clerk to Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 1997-98 

 

Charles C. Moore 

Partner 

Trilantic Capital Partners 

New York, New York 

Law Clerk to Justice Stephen G. Breyer, 1997-98 

 

Carl J. Nichols 

Partner 

WilmerHale 

Washington, D.C. 

Law Clerk to Justice Clarence Thomas, 1997-98 

 

John B. Owens 

Partner 

Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP 

San Diego, California 

Law Clerk to Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 1997-98 

 

Mary-Rose Papandrea 

Associate Professor 

Boston College Law School 

Newton Centre, Massachusetts 

Law Clerk to Justice David H. Souter, 1997-98 

 

Benjamin A. Powell 

Partner 

WilmerHale 

Washington, D.C. 

Law Clerk to Justice John Paul Stevens and Justice Byron R. White, 1997-98 

 

Theodore Ruger 

Professor of Law 

University of Pennsylvania Law School 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Law Clerk to Justice Stephen G. Breyer, 1997-98 
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Silvija A. Strikis 

Partner 

Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, Evans & Figel, PLLC 

Washington, D.C. 

Law Clerk to Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, 1997-98 

 

Harry P. Susman 

Partner 

Susman Godfrey LLP 

Houston, Texas 

Law Clerk to Justice Anthony M. Kennedy, 1997-98 

 

John F. Wood 

Partner 

Hughes Hubbard & Reed
 
 LLP 

Washington, D.C. 

Law Clerk to Justice Clarence Thomas, 1997-98 

 

Christopher Yoo 

John H. Chestnut Professor of Law, Communication, and Computer & Information Science and 

Founding Director of the Center for Technology, Innovation and Competition 

University of Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Law Clerk to Justice Anthony M. Kennedy, 1997-98 

 


