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The Honorable Chndcs Grass ley, R~tnking Member
Senate Jutiiciary Committee
224 Dirksen SemHe Offke Building
Washington, DC 20.510

ReI Women's Bar Association's Endorsement of Sri Srinivasan for
Jl.ldge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Dlstrictof Columbla Circuit

Dear Chair1'l\,H'l Leahy and Ranking Member Grass ley:

On behalf of the Women's Bar Association of the District of
Collunhia (WBA), I .un writing to express the 'WBA's support for the
nOl'l.11nationof Sri Srinivasan to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit.

OUl' principal goal in endorsing judichll c~lndldates is to ensure the
appointment. ()f qualified judges and, wnsistent with that goal, to incn~C1S•..~
the number of judges who support the missio11of the WBA. We consider,
in our reconuuendCltiol1s,the candidate's background, level of experience,
con.nection to the District of Columbia, record of public service, a
demonstrated commitment to the equality of all litigants, and an attentit)n
to women's ('lceds and concerns.

We ev'lluate ~!Hchr.;andidate for endorsement by r•..~viewinghis or her
resume and other supporting documel'lt<ltion, anti discussing the
candidntc's skills cH\cl character with references. We ask each person
contacted speciflc questions r.egnrding the candidate's qualifications,
integrity, temperament, experience, and l;ommitment to the concepts of
equal opportur,ity and equal justice under law.
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Mr. Srinivn:'i<1I.1is without question eXGeptlOlllLllywell-qlli'\llfied for the position to whi.ch he has
been nominated, and we believe that he would be an outst •..•nding addition to tilt U.S. Court !,,)f

Appeal~ for the District of Columbia Circuit. He began hill stellar leg,)l C,lreer at Stanford Law
School, where he was a Note Editor of the Stanford Law Review }tnd graduated Order of the Coif
while emolled in a dual degree pwgnHu at Stanford Busi.l\e::;~School. After graduating, he clerked
first for Judge J, Hllrvie Wilkinson III on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit and
later for the first female Supreme Court Justicc:, the honorable Sandra Day O'Connor. In between
derkshi~.s, Mr. Sriniva::;clllserved as }l Bristow Fellow at the Offic.:eof the Soliclt<>r Geneml at the
U.S. Department of Jusril;l:l. He ha::;::;pent his lege,1career alternating between stints in public and
private sl~rvice, focu::;ing on appellate advocacy throughout. Mr. Srinivasan has served as the
Principal Deputy Solicitur General at the U,S. Department of Justice since 2011, nnd previously
served a::;Assistant to th~~Solicitor General frorn 2002-2007. h'om 1998-2002, and then again
from 2007-2011, he WtlS in private practice at the hlW firm O'Melveny & Myerl:1,first as an a$sodate
and partner in ,lnd evel1tultlly chair of the Supreme Court and Appdlate Practice Group. Mr.
Srinivasan has argued 24 cases in the U.S. Suprefne Court, and drafted briefs or served as c()ul\sd
of record In over 50 ca::;es,He is the recipient of numerous awa.rds, induding: Law Dragon, 500
Leading Lau,e,:'l In America (20'10-2011); National Law Journal, 50 Most Influen.tial Minorit:y Lawyers
tn America (200S); Al\lertean Ltwyer Litigation Dc,i1y,Litigator of the Week; N,Hional Law Journal,
Af>pe.lUtte Lawyer of the Week; the Attorney General'::; Award for Excelltmce in furthering U.S.
National S~~t~Urity(2003); 13ndthe Department of Defense, Award for Excellence (2005).

Beyond Mr. Srinivl\san's many professional achievcmcnts, he ha::;a1l30demonstrMed a
cotnmitment to giving bal,;k to the community throughout h~ life. As an undergntduate student at
St~mford University he Wllflllw<1rdeda Stanford·in-Governtncnt Fellowship and <l Public Service
Fellowship, and after college he spent two years working in local govertunent ~Itthe San Mateo
County Manager's Office. During hi::;time in private practke, Me. Srinivasan devoted ::;ignificant
time and resources to pro bOI\~) service, Hnd served as a lecturer c)t the Appellate and Sllpreme
Court Prnctice Clinic at Harvard LllW School Hnd <11::;0on the 1300Hdof Visitors at Stanford Law
School. Locally, Mr. Sdniva~an has served on the Board of Di.ret:wrs of the Wa.'lhingtOll Lawyers
Committee for Civil Rights und Urbnn Aff(lirs <lnd on the Outside Advisory BOHrd of the
Georgetown University Law Cent\::lr's Supreme Court Institute. Ht~ has also volunteer~d to wach
his daugher's youth basketball team for many year::;,

Given Ills tecord of al,;hievement and breadth of experience, it·i::;unsurprising that Mr.
SriniVH::ianha::;received a unanimous rHting of Well-Qualified from the ABA's Standing
Commirc:::c (.m the Federal Judiciary, the highest tilting available. Justice O)Connor herself has
~~ummented that Mr. Srlnivas.ltl is "" l:Iplend id choke for an appellate court pOt>ition." And
recently H bi-partisan group of former high-level officials from the Solicitor Oeneral)s offjcc--:;i~ of
them Democmtt:l, six of them Repllblk;lnS~is~lI~J an enthu::;ial3tk letter in support of hi::;
110mltl,·\tkm , noting that "Sri has a first-l'ate intdb.:r, an open·minued approach to the law, \I

t;trong wcrk ethic, and nn unirnpea(,~hHble character. Sri is one of the best appellate lawyer" in the
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country." Signatork~~ of the letter indud~~d Paul Clement, Ted Olson, Ken St,'In:, Walter Dellinger,
Seth Waxman, and Drew D(IYS.

In addition to Mr. Sriniva,san\; obvious qllalifk~ltions. we must nOte that h.is COI\firm~\tion
would ccntriuute much needed diversity to the fedcrul bench and to th.e U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of Collimbia Circuit In particular. There has never bc<:n " South Ashu\ American
federal appellate judge in Amerkan history.

ror nil of these re~lsons, the WBA L" l)toud to support Mr. SrlniV'.ls<ln'snomination and
encourages the Senate to take prompt action to confirm him to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District elf ColuLnbia Circuit. He is one ·of the nation's leading appellate lawyers, and his
reputntion for fair4mindedness, superior intellect, and judicious tC1"npctfunent make Mr. Srinivasan
an exceptionally wdl-qllalified nominee. If you have ut'lyquestions t'egarding this letter of :mpport,
please COtltact me at ZOZ455o..8777 or nt president@Wbadc.org.

Sincerely,

C=~
Laura Po~;sessky
President

cc: Mr. Sri Srinivnsan
Co-Chairs, WBAJlIdid,~1 and F..xel.::utiw Endorsement Committee:

Ms. Sasha Battle
Ms, Rachd Levinson Waldman
Ms. Elizabeth Marvin

\XtBA BO~ltdof Directors
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