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Chairman Eric Schmitt, Ranking Member Welch, and Distinguished Members of the Senate

Committee on the Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today. It is an honor and solemn responsibility to

address this esteemed body during a time of great consequence for our nati
on and its ongoing

commitment to equity, justice, and democracy.

I am Robert Stewart, Jr., a proud native and current resident of historic Selma, Alabama. I serve as

the State Senator for Alabama's 23rd District-home to
 the storied counties of Lowndes, Dallas,

Wilcox, Perry, and others in the heart of the Alabama Black Belt.

This testimony today is rooted in the lived experiences of the people I represent-descendants of

enslaved Americans, veterans of the civil rights struggle, and rural families who have not yet realized

the full promise of the democracy they helped forge.

I begin by invoking the words and legacy of President Lyndon B. Johnson, who declared a War on

Poverty during the height of the Civil Rights Movement. Tragically, I come before you today to declare

that we have shifted from a war on poverty to a war on the poor.

In the Alabama Black Belt, including Lowndes County-where citizens risked their lives to b
uild a

multiracial democracy-our communities are still fighting for the basic rights that defin
e human

dignity and American citizenship. These rights include clean water, functional s
ewage, equitable

education, livable wages, and the protection of civil liberties.

Let us remember: It was the people of Lowndes County-Black farmers, teachers, and veterans-

who advanced the cause of American democracy by demanding not only the right to vote, but also

protections against land theft, wage theft, state-sanctioned violence, and the right to self-

determination. They understood that the ballot box alone could not uproot inequal
ity without

accompanying justice in housing, health, labor, and infrastructure.




