
Nonprofits like V.O.I.D. often face significant challenges when trying to educate students 
about the dangers of illicit fentanyl and recreational drug use. Several factors contribute to 
this difficulty: 

  

1). Bureaucratic Red Tape & School Policies – Schools have strict regulations regarding 
external organizations speaking to students. Approval processes can be lengthy, requiring 
sign-offs from school boards, district administrators, or parent-teacher associations. 

  

2). Fear of Liability & Legal Concerns – Schools worry about potential legal repercussions if 
students or parents object to the content. Some fear that discussing fentanyl explicitly 
could either be seen as fear-mongering or, conversely, inadvertently encouraging curiosity. 

  

3). Resistance to 'Scared Straight' Approaches – Many school districts have moved away 
from abstinence-based or fear-based drug education programs, believing that harm 
reduction strategies may be more effective. This creates a conflict with organizations 
emphasizing prevention and the dangers of first-time use. 

  

4). Competing Educational Priorities – Schools are under pressure to meet academic 
benchmarks, and administrators may feel there isn't enough time to dedicate to drug 
education outside of existing health classes. 

  

5). Political & Ideological Barriers – The fentanyl crisis is a politically sensitive topic, and 
some decision-makers hesitate to allow discussions that could be perceived as a critique 
of broader drug policies. 

  

6). Misinformation & Underestimation of the Crisis – Many school officials and parents do 
not fully grasp the severity of the fentanyl crisis. Some mistakenly believe overdoses only 
happen to habitual drug users and fail to see the risk posed to students experimenting for 
the first time. 

  



7). Influence of Other Drug Education Organizations – Some schools already partner with 
programs like D.A.R.E. or public health initiatives and may resist incorporating additional 
organizations, even if they lack a strong focus on fentanyl. 

  

8). Pushback from Certain Advocacy Groups – Some groups promote harm reduction 
strategies over abstinence messaging, arguing that students need to be taught how to use 
drugs "safely." This conflicts with V.O.I.D.'s message that there is no such thing as safe 
recreational drug use in the era of fentanyl. 

  

Potential Solutions: 

  

Stronger Parental Advocacy: Parents who have lost children or are concerned about 
fentanyl poisoning can pressure school boards to allow these presentations. 

  

Legislation Mandating Fentanyl Education: Laws requiring fentanyl-specific education in 
schools would help remove bureaucratic resistance. 

  

Collaboration with Public Health Departments: Partnering with health officials may lend 
credibility and increase acceptance. 

  

Customizing Presentations: Tailoring messages to align with existing drug education 
policies may make schools more receptive. 

  

The resistance from schools is frustrating, especially given how many young lives could be 
saved with proper awareness. Persistence, education, and grassroots advocacy remain key 
to breaking through these barriers. 

  

At V.O.I.D., we know for a fact that our presentations are powerful and have saved lives. 
There is no better tool than our documentary, "Dead On Arrival" followed up by a short 
PowerPoint presentation, followed up by Q & A. We have had some success in some school 



districts due to our partnership with school resource offices or health class teachers, but 
we need to reach much much more. 

 


