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January 9, 2019 

 

The Honorable Lindsey Graham, Chairman                                                                                   

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein, Ranking Member                                                                

United States Senate                                                                                                              

Committee on the Judiciary                                                                                                     

Washington D.C.  20510 

Re:  Nomination of William P. Barr as Attorney General of the United States 

Dear Chairman Graham and Ranking Member Feinstein, 

We former officials and employees of various administrations and the Manhattan District 

Attorney’s Office write to express our strong and enthusiastic support for the nomination of 

William P. Barr to serve once again as Attorney General of the United States.  

Bill is that rare combination of intellect and principle who has served our country and the 

Department of Justice with great distinction and then excelled as a senior executive in the private 

sector.   

President George H.W. Bush recognized Bill’s powerful intellect and legal acumen by 

nominating him to increasingly important roles in the Department of Justice; initially as 

Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Legal Counsel, later as Deputy Attorney General 

and ultimately as Attorney General.  As a 41 year-old nominee, Bill enjoyed overwhelming bi-

partisan support in his three confirmations as well as bi-partisan respect for a job well done. 

Bill’s career reveals a character of unwavering commitment to the rule of law without regard to 

favor or politics.  Instructive in this regard are his pivotal roles in such matters as the successful 

prosecutions of those responsible for the Savings and Loans Crisis and his oversight of the 

successful clean-up of that industry; working with then-Assistant Attorney General Robert 

Mueller III on the investigation of the Pan Am 103 Lockerbie bombing, the prosecution of 

Manuel Noriega and the prosecution of the police officers in the Rodney King matter; enforcing 

the Americans with Disabilities Act; and Bill’s personal development of the theories and 

outreach to then-Manhattan District Attorney Robert Morgenthau that allowed the Department to 

resolve the longstanding multi-jurisdictional investigation of the Bank of Credit and Commerce 

International (BCCI).  

In addition, Bill did not hesitate when required by the law to appoint or seek the appointment of 

Special/Independent Counsels for high-profile matters such as the House Bank investigation, the 
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Banca Nazionale del Lavoro (BNL/”Iraqgate”) matter, the Clinton passport file search 

(“Passport-gate”) and the Inslaw investigation.  

Bill was and remains highly respected and admired by the career prosecutors, investigators and 

staff of the Department he oversaw and its various components, including the FBI and DEA.  

Bill also developed great partnerships with state and local law enforcement around the country 

through the Department’s Executive Working Group, creating joint task forces to combat white 

collar crime, drug trafficking and violent crime across the nation. 

We can attest that Bill’s style was to consult widely, hear from those closest to a matter, and 

consider others' views with an open mind.  Bill was always considerate and respectful of those 

with whom he worked throughout the Justice Department, no matter how high- or low-ranking. 

It is his patriotism and respect for the institution that bring Bill Barr back before you.  We urge 

you in the strongest manner possible to confirm him to the job he is uniquely qualified to 

perform again. 

 

Respectfully,1  

 

Michael B. Mukasey                                                                                                                     

U.S. Attorney General (2007-09)                                                                                                  

U.S. Dist. Judge, SDNY (1987-2006) 

Alberto R. Gonzalez                                                                                                                                             

U.S. Attorney General (2005-07)                                                                                                 

Counsel to the President (2001-05) 

 

John Ashcroft 

U.S. Attorney General (2001-05) 

U.S. Senator MO (1995-01) 

Governor of Missouri (1991-92) 

Attorney General MO (1977-85) 

 

George J. Terwilliger III                                                                                                           

Acting U.S. Attorney General (1992-93)                                                                                 

Deputy U.S. Attorney General (1991-92)                                                                                      

U.S. Attorney, Dist. VT (1986-91)                                                                                          

AUSA, Dist. DC and Dist. VT (1978-86) 

 

James M. Cole 

Deputy Attorney General (2011-15) 

DOJ (1979-92) 

                                                           
1 Permission to include each signator’s name received via e-mail. 

Michael Chertoff                                                                                                                           

Secretary, Department of Homeland 

Security (2005-09)                                                          

Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third 

Circuit (2003-05)                                             

Assistant Attorney General Criminal 

Division (2001-03)                                                                  

U.S. Attorney, D. NJ (1990-94) 

William H. Webster                                                                                                                      

Director, CIA (1987-91)                                                                                                                

Director, FBI (1978-87)                                                                                                                

U.S. Court of Appeals Judge, 8th Circuit 

(1973-78)                                                                    

U.S. Dist. Judge, E.D. MO (1970-73)                                                                                            

U.S. Attorney, E.D. MO (1960-61) 

Louis J. Freeh                                                                                                                                 

Director, FBI (1993-2001)                                                                                                             

U.S. District Judge, SDNY (1991-93) 
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Larry D. Thompson                                                                                                                             

Deputy U.S. Attorney General (2001-03)                                                                                     

U.S. Attorney, N.D. GA (1982-86)  

Kenneth W. Starr                                                                                                                          

U.S. Solicitor General (1989-93)                                                                                                  

U.S. Court of Appeals Judge, D.C. Cir. 

(1983-89) 

Paul J. McNulty                                                                                                                              

Deputy Attorney General (2005-07)                                                                                                

U.S. Attorney, E.D. VA (2001-05) 

Mark Filip                                                                                                                                               

Deputy U.S. Attorney General (2008-09)                                                                                     

U.S. District Judge, N.D. IL (2004-08)   

                                                                                                

Edward C. Schmults 

Deputy U.S. Attorney General (1981-84) 

 

Wayne A. Budd                                                                                                                           

Associate U.S. Attorney General (1992-93)                                                                                 

U.S. Attorney, D. MA (1989-92) 

 

Jay Stephens                                                                                                                                  

Associate Attorney General (2001-02)                                                                                            

U.S. Attorney, D. DC (1988-93)                                                                                                 

Deputy Counsel to the President (1986-88)                                                                              

Principal Associate  Deputy Attorney 

General (1985-86) 

 

Frank Keating                                                                                                                                

General Counsel, Department of Housing 

and Urban Development (1989-92)                              

Associate U.S. Attorney General (1988-89)                                                                                  

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury (85-87)                                                                              

U.S. Attorney, N.D. OK (1981-83)                                                                                                

 

Kevin J. O’Connor 

Associate Attorney General (2008-09) 

U.S. Attorney, Connecticut (2002-08) 

 

Timothy E. Flanigan                                                                                                                     

Assistant Attorney General, Office of Legal 

Counsel (1992-93)                                            

Deputy Counsel to the President (2001-02) 

Robert C. Bonner                                                                                                                   

Commissioner, U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection (2001-05)                                              

Administrator, DEA (1990-93)                                                                                                    

U.S. District Judge, C.D. Cal. (1988-90)                                                                                                      

U.S. Attorney, C.D. Cal. (1984-88) 

 

Joe D. Whitley                                                                                                                                 

General Counsel, DHS (2003-05)                                                                                                   

Principal Deputy Associate Attorney 

General (1988-89)                                                              

Deputy Assistant Attorney General (86-88)                                                                                                                                              

U.S. Attorney, M.D. GA (1981-86) and 

N.D. GA (1990-93)                                                               

 

Kenneth L. Wainstein 

U.S. Attorney DC (2004-06) 

Assistant Attorney General for National 

Security (2006-08) 

Homeland Security Advisor to President 

George W. Bush (2008-09) 

 
Tom Corbett                                                                                                                                  

Governor of Pennsylvania (2011-15)                                                                                             

Attorney General of Pennsylvania (1995-97; 

2005-11)                                                                   

U.S. Attorney, W.D. PA (1989-93) 

 

Richard Cullen                                                                                                                                

Attorney General of Virginia (1997-98)                                                                                           

U.S. Attorney, E.D. VA (1991-93)  

                                                                                             

Peter K. Nunez 

Assistant Secretary for Enforcement 

US Treasury Department (1990-93) 

U.S. Attorney S.D. CA (1982-88) 

AUSA S.D. CA (1972-82) 

 

Floyd Clarke                                                                                                                              

Acting Director, FBI (1993)                                                                                                         

Deputy Director, FBI (1988-94) 

 

Larry Potts                                                                                                                                     

Deputy Director, FBI (1994-95) 
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Peter D. Keisler 

Acting Attorney General (2007)  

Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division 

(2003-07) 

Principal Deputy Associate Attorney 

General and Acting Associate Attorney 

General (2002-03) 

 

Eileen J. O’Connor 

Assistant Attorney General, Tax Division 

(2001-07) 

 

Alice Fisher 

Assistant Attorney General Criminal 

Division (2005-08) 

 

Ira H. Raphaelson                                                                                                                    

Special Counsel, Financial Institutions 

Crimes (1991-93)                                                      

Counselor to the Attorney General (91-93)                                                                                         

U.S. Attorney, N.D. IL (1989-99)                                                                                              

AUSA, N.D. IL (1980-1991)  

 

Deborah J. Daniels                                                                                                                        

Assistant Attorney General, Office of Justice 

Programs (2001-05)                                                

U.S. Attorney, S.D. IN (1988-93)                                                                                           

 

Ronald J. Tenpas 

Assistant Attorney General, Environment 

and Natural Resources Division (2007-09) 

Associate Deputy Attorney General (05-07) 

United States Attorney, S.D. IL (2005-07) 

 

James G. Richmond                                                                                                                         

Special Counsel to Deputy Attorney General 

for financial institution fraud (90-91)  

U.S. Attorney, N.D. IN (1985–1991)                                                                                        

AUSA, N.D. IN (1976 -1982)  

 

 

 

John W. Moscow                                                                                                                           

Assistant District Attorney, New York 

County (1972-2005) 

 

John Smietanka                                                                                                                          

Assistant to the Attorney General (1991-92)                                                                                 

Principal Associate Deputy Attorney 

General (1990-91)                                                             

U.S. Attorney, W.D. MI (1981-94)                                                                                                

Berrien County, MI Prosecutor (1974-81)  

President, Prosecuting Attorneys Assoc MI 

(1980-81)        

   

Michael W. Carey 

United States Attorney S.D. WVa (1986-93) 

Principal Associate Deputy Attorney 

General (1991-92)  

Vice Chair Attorney General’s Advisory 

Committee (1992)  

 

Laurence Urgenson                                                                                                                          

Acting Deputy Assistant Attorney General, 

Criminal Division (1991-93)                                  

Chief, Fraud Section, Criminal Division 

(1990-91) 
 

Daniel Levin                                                                                                                                          

Acting Assistant Attorney General, Office of 

Legal Counsel (2004-05)                                                       

AUSA, C.D. CA (1995-2001)                                                                                                                   

Chief of Staff to the Attorney General 

(1990-91)                                                                             

Associate Deputy Attorney General (1989-

90)                                                                            

 

Steven E. Zipperstein                                                                                                                    

AUSA, C.D. CA (1987-96)                                                                                                                      

Counselor to Attorney General Janet Reno 

(1995)                                                                  

Special Counsel to Assistant Attorney 

General Robert S. Mueller III (1992) 
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J. Mark Gidley                                                                                                                                 

Acting Assistant Attorney General, Antitrust Division (1992-93)                                                         

Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Antitrust Division (1990-91)                                                

Associate 

Deputy Attorney General (1990-91) 

 

Paul B. Murphy 

U.S. Attorney S.D. GA (2004) 

Chief of Staff to DAG (2003) 

Associate Deputy Attorney General (2001-03)  

 

Wayne A Rich, Jr. 

U S Attorney, S.D. WV (1981-82, 1986) 

Principal Dep. Dir. EOUSA (1988-94) 

DOJ (1971-05)                                                                          

                                                                                            

John C. Richter 

Acting Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division (2005) 

U.S. Attorney W.D. OK (2005-09) 

 

Paul T. Cappuccio                                                                                                               

Associate Deputy Attorney General (1991-93) 

 

Andrew G. McBride                                                                                                                           

AUSA, E.D. VA (1992-99)                                                                                                   

Assistant to the Attorney General  (1991-92)                                                                                                    

Associate Deputy Attorney General (1990-91)                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Eugene Scalia                                                                                                                               

Special Assistant to the Attorney General (1992-93) 

 

Cheri Nolan 

Deputy Director Office of Policy & Communications (1987-93) 

Deputy Assistant Attorney General (2001-05) 

 

Stuart J. Goodpasture 

Senior Liaison Officer, 

Office of Policy and Communications (1991-93) 

 

Howard T. Hay 

Senior Liaison Officer Law Enforcement 

Office of Policy and Communications (1991-93) 

 

John L. Brownlee 

U.S. Attorney, W.D. Va. (2001-2008) 

AUSA, District of Columbia (1997-2001) 
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Terree Bowers 

CDCA USAtty (1992-1994) 

War Crimes Prosecutor & Coordinator of Investigation Sect. for Yugoslav War Crimes Tribunal, 

The Hague, Netherlands (1994-1996) 

Career DOJ (1982-2001) 

 

Mary Beth Buchanan 

U.S. Attorney W.D. PA (2001-09) 

 

Mark W. Buyck, Jr. 

U.S. Attorney SC (1975-77) 

 

Leura G. Canary 

U.S. Attorney M.D. AL (2001-11) 

 

Robert J. Cleary 

U.S. Attorney (Court Appointed) NJ (1999-02) 

U.S. Attorney (AG Appointed) S.D. ILL (2002) 

 

Robert Clark Corrente 

U.S. Attorney RI (2004-09) 

 

William B. Cummings 

U.S. Attorney E.D. VA (1975-79) 

 

Margaret Person Currin 

U.S. Attorney E.D. NC (1988-93) 

 

D. Michael Crites                                                                                                                          

U.S. Attorney, S.D. OH (1986-93) 

 

Bart Daniel                                                                                                                                    

U.S. Attorney, D. SC (1989-92) 

 

James R. (Russ) Dedrick 

U.S. Attorney E.D. TN (2006-10)(Court Appointed 1991-92) 

 

W. Thomas Dillard                                                                                                                             

U.S. Attorney, E.D. TN (1981) and N.D. FL (1983-86)                                                                    

United States Magistrate, E.D. TN (1976-78)             

                    

Tom Dittmeier 

U.S. Attorney E.D. MO (1981-90) 

 

Stephen D. Easton                                                                                                                               

U.S. Attorney, D. NDK (1990-93) 
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Ron Ederer 

U.S. Attorney W.D. TX (1989-93) 

U.S. Magistrate Court Judge (1976-82) 

 

Bob Edmunds                                                                                                                                           

Justice, Supreme Court of North Carolina (2000-16)                                                                           

U.S. Attorney, M.D. NC (1986-93)                                                                                             

 

Lawrence D. Finder                                                                                                                                

U.S. Attorney, S.D. TX (1993) 

 

Fred Foreman                                                                                                                                         

Chief Judge/Circuit Judge, 19th Judicial Circuit of Illinois (2004-14)                                            

U.S. Attorney, N.D. IL (1990-1993)                                                                                                                                                          

Lake County, Illinois States Attorney (1980-90)                                                                      

President, National District Attorneys Association (1989-90) 

 

Tom Gezon                                                                                                                                          

U.S. Attorney, W.D. MI (1994) 

 

Roger A. Heaton 

U.S. Attorney C.D. IL (2005-09) 

 

Thomas B. Heffelfinger                                                                                                               

U.S. Attorney, D. MN (1991-93 and 2001-06) 

 

Karen P. Hewitt 

U.S. Attorney, S.D. CA (2007-10) 

 

Steve Higgins                                                                                                                               

U.S. Attorney, E.D. MO (1990-93) 

 

Phillip N. Hogan 

U.S. Attorney S.D. AK (1981-91) 

 

William D. Hyslop                                                                                                                        

U.S. Attorney, E.D. WA (1991-93) 

 

David C. Inglesias 

U.S. Attorney NM (2001-14) 

 

Daniel G. Knauss 

United States Attorney AZ (2007) 

Interim U.S. Attorney AZ (1992) 

DOJ (1972-08) 
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William A. Kolibash                                                                                                                      

U.S. Attorney, N.D. WVA (1981-93) 

 

P. Raymond Lamonica 

U.S. Attorney M.D. LA 1986-94) 

 

Charles W Larson, Sr 

U.S. Attorney N.D. IA (1983-93, 2001-06) 

Justice Attache, US Embassy, Iraq (2004-05) 

 

David F. Levi                                                                                                                                            

U.S. Attorney, E.D. CA (1986-90) 

 

Daniel F. Lopez-Romo 

U.S. Attorney Puerto Rico (1982-93) 

AUSA Puerto Rico (1975-80) 

Brig General USAF (ret.) 

 

Alice H. Martin 

U.S. Attorney N.D. AL (2001-09) 

 

Kenneth W. McAllister                                                                                                                                 

United States Attorney, M.D. NC (1981-86) 

 

J. Douglas McCullough 

U.S. Attorney E.D. NC (1988-89; 1993-94) 

DOJ (1982-1996) 

Judge, NC Court of Appeals (2001-17) 

 

James A. McDevitt 

U.S. Attorney E.D. WA (2001-10) 

 

Mel McDonald                                                                                                                                   

U.S. Attorney, D. AZ (1981-85)                                                                                                         

Judge, Maricopa County Superior Court (1974-81) 

 

Michael D. McKay                                                                                                                        

U.S. Attorney, W.D. WA (1989-93) 

 

Patrick McLaughlin                                                                                                                     

U.S. Attorney, N.D. OH (1984-88) 

 

P. Michael Patterson 

U.S. Attorney N.D. FL (1993-01) 
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Paul I. Perez 

U.S. Attorney M.D. FL (2002-2007) 

 

Richard J. Pocker                                                                                                                               

U.S. Attorney, D. NV (1989-90) 

 

William J. Roberts                                                                                                                                                 

U.S. Attorney, C.D. IL (1986-93)                                                                                                            

Chair, Attorney General's Advisory Committee (1992) 

 

James Rolfe 

U.S. Attorney N.D. TX (1981-85) 

AUSA N.D. TX (1973-79) 

 

Harry Rosenberg                                                                                                                           

U.S. Attorney, E.D. LA (1990-93) 

 

Joe Russoniello                                                                                                                          

United States Attorney, N.D. CA (1982-90; 2008-10) 

 

Morgan Scott 

U.S. Attorney W.D. VA (1993) 

DOJ (1974-2006) 

 

Jack Selden                                                                                                                                             

U.S. Attorney, N.D. AL (1992-93) 

 

John S. Simmons                                                                                                                                      

U.S. Attorney, D. SC (1992-93) 

 

Richard Stacy                                                                                                                                   

U.S. Attorney, D. WY (1981-94) 

 

R. Lawrence Steele                                                                                                                              

U.S. Attorney, N.D. IN (1981-85) 

 

Charles J. Stevens                                                                                                                                

U.S. Attorney, E.D. CA (1993-97)                                                                                                 

AUSA, C.D. CA (1983-87) 

 

Kenneth W. Sukhia                                                                                                                             

U.S. Attorney, N.D. FL (1990-93)                                                                                                       

AUSA, N.D. FL (1980-90) 

 

 

 



10 
 

Michael J. Sullivan 

U.S. Attorney MA (2001-09) 

Acting Director Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) (2006-09) 

 

Johnny Sutton 

U.S. Attorney W.D. TX (2001-09) 

 

Don Svet 

U.S. Attorney NM (1992-93) 

DOJ (1972-93) 

 

Brett L. Tolman 

U.S. Attorney UT (2006-09) 

Chief Counsel for Crime & Terrorism, U.S. Senate, Judiciary Committee (2006-06) 

Counsel, U.S. Senate, Judiciary Committee (2004-05) 

AUSA UT (2000-04) 

 

Stan Twardy, Jr.                                                                                                                                     

U.S. Attorney, D. CT (1985-91) 

 

James B. Tucker 

U.S. Attorney (Acting) S.D. MS (2000) 

Criminal Chief AUSA S.D. MS (1985-00) 

AUSA (1971-01) 

 

Robert Ulrich                                                                                                                                     

U.S. Attorney, W.D. MO (1981-89) 

 

Anton Valukas                                                                                                                              

U.S. Attorney, N.D. IL (1985-89) 

 

Dan Webb                                                                                                                                        

U.S. Attorney, N.D. IL (1981-85) 
 

Anna Mills Wagoner 

U.S. Attorney M.D. NC (2001-10) 

 

Donald W. Washington 

U.S. Attorney W.D. LA (2001-10) 

 

Benjamin H. White, Jr 

U.S. Attorney M.D. NC (1977, 1981, 1993-94, 2001) 

AUSA M.D. NC 

 

Ron Woods                                                                                                                                   

U.S. Attorney, S.D. TX (1990-93) 
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Debra Wong Yang 

U.S. Attorney C.D. CA (2002-09)  

 

Edward Meacham Yarbrough 

U.S. Attorney M.D. TN (2007-10) 

 

 

Alexandra Rebay                                                                                                                             

AUSA, SDNY (1987-97) 

 

Andrew C. McCarthy                                                                                                                           

AUSA, SDNY (1987-98, 1999-2003) 

 

 

 


