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I’d like to begin by thanking Chairman Leahy for convening this very important hearing, and for inviting Mr. Schuelke, who deserves thanks both for his thorough investigation and report and for his willingness to testify before us about the Justice Department’s shocking misconduct in its prosecution of Senator Stevens. As the former Attorney General of Texas, I understand the essential work that prosecutors do and the challenges they face in getting criminals off the streets. But when they do what the Justice Department prosecutors did here – put winning ahead of justice – they cross the line, and we all lose.
Most defendants cannot muster the same resources Senator Stevens did against abusive prosecution, which is why the Brady issue is so important. In bringing misconduct to light, the Schuelke Report makes the public aware of prosecutorial abuse, calls out those responsible and helps to prevent future misconduct. That is why we are holding these hearings. It is why the Justice Department Office of Professional Responsibility report must be made public. It is why, Mr. Chairman, I believe the Department of Justice needs to come here and be held to account. 
A Senator’s rights were violated. A federal prosecutor committed suicide. Still, after three years of investigation, not one Justice Department employee has been reprimanded. While the Department took just months to invalidate the constitutional and necessary Voter ID law adopted in Texas, it has taken years and still neither finished its investigation nor held any of its own accountable, for what we all agree is outrageous misconduct. What kinds of priorities are those?
The Justice Department assures us that the Stevens case “does not suggest a systemic problem.” But I’m not sure anyone has even looked into the broader question. As the Schuelke Report illustrates, the priority of the prosecutors in the Stevens case was to win by any means necessary, not to follow the law or do justice. We cannot erase the tragic consequences. We must demand the transparency and accountability that will prevent this from happening again.


