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March 4, 2009

Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Minority Member, Senate Judiciary Committee
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Chuck Reed
MAYOR

Re: Nomination of Tony West for Assistant Attorney General- Civil Division

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter:

As Mayor of San Jose, I write to enthusiastically support the nomination of Tony West as
Assistant United States Attorney General for the Civil Division.

I fondly remember meeting Tony as a young man, back when his father and I served together on
the San Jose Planning Commission. Tony later served with distinction on the Planning
Commission, following in his father's footsteps. Since I first met Tony, I have come to admire
his honesty, integrity, courage and decency. Even in the most stressful of circumstances, Tony is
unflappable - always courteous and respectful to colleagues and opponents alike. I cannot think
of anyone more qualified to assume a position of leadership in the Department of Justice.

The President has made an excellent choice in selecting Tony to serve as the next Assistant
Attorney General for the Civil Division. I urge you to confirm him without delay.

Sincerely,

Chuck Reed

Mayor

200 East Santa Clara Street, 18th floor, San Jose, CA 95113 tel (408) 535-4800 fax (408) 292-6422 ww\V.sJmayor.org







 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 4, 2009 

 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy  The Honorable Arlen Specter 

Chairman     Ranking Member  

Committee on the Judiciary  Committee on the Judiciary 

U.S. Senate    U.S. Senate 

Washington, DC 20510   Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Messrs. Leahy and Specter: 

 

On behalf of the 56 largest jurisdictions in the United States, we are 

writing to support the nomination of Tony West to become Assistant 

Attorney General of the Civil Division.   

 

Mr. West comes to Washington with a distinguished record of 

achievement in law enforcement. He has served as both a Federal 

prosecutor and a Special Assistant Attorney General in California.  As 

Assistant U.S. Attorney, Tony West played the leading role in a multi-

agency task force against child pornography and child molesters. 

Through these accomplishments, Mr. West has earned the widespread 

respect of law enforcement and the public we serve.  

 

We applaud this high caliber of experience we heartily endorse Tony 

West for a position of authority at the Department of Justice. With Mr. 

West at the helm of the Civil Division, Chiefs of Police and Sheriffs 

across our Nation may look forward to a relationship built upon trust 

and confidence. 

 

American law enforcement has always looked to the Judiciary 

Committee for leadership and we now ask that you send the 

nomination of Tony West to the floor for speedy confirmation by the 

U.S. Senate. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

  

Robert Davis, Vice President 

Chief of Police 

 San Jose, California  























 

   NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION 
 

Reply To: 
    
   
 

 

March 5, 2009 

Honorable Patrick Leahy  
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 
 
Honorable Arlen Specter  
Ranking Minority Member, Senate Judiciary Committee 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510  

Re: Nomination of Tony West for Assistant Attorney General — Civil 
Division. 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter: 

On behalf of the National Bar Association (NBA), which represents a network of 
approximately 44,000 African American attorneys and judges nationwide, I urge 
you and the members of the United States Senate Judiciary Committee to confirm 
the nomination of Tony West to the position of Assistant Attorney General for the 
Civil Division of the United States of America.  Mr. West is supremely qualified to 
be nominated as Assistant Attorney General for the Civil Division.   

On August 1, 1925, during the first quarter of the 20th century, twelve African 
American pioneers dedicated to justice and civil rights for all people gave birth to 
the National Bar Association.  The objectives of the National Bar Association 
established then, continue to form the basis of the organization today:  to advance 
the science of jurisprudence; improve the administration of justice; preserve the 
independence of the judiciary and to uphold the honor and integrity of the legal 
profession; to promote public policy that will improve the economic condition of all 
American citizens, regardless of race, national origin, sex, religion; to secure for all 
citizens the freedoms protected and guaranteed by the Constitution; and to protect 
the civil and political rights of the citizens and residents of the United States of 
America. 

As demonstrated by his distinguished career, both in the public and private sectors,
Mr. West exemplifies the high standards sought by the National Bar Association for 
the protections and freedoms of all Americans under the Constitution of the United 
States.  Moreover, Mr. West possesses the skills and qualifications necessary to lead 
the Civil Division in these difficult and unprecedented times.   

Tony began his career as a Special Assistant to Deputy Attorney General Phil 
Heymann and then Deputy Attorney General Jamie Gorelick.  Among Tony’s 
responsibilities was working on the 1994 Omnibus Crime Bill, where he helped 
explain the importance of the bill’s components to elected officials and local 
community leaders.  Tony later served as an Assistant United States Attorney, 
successfully prosecuting several cases, including the  
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Orchid Club, at the time, one of the largest child pornography cases in United States history.  After leaving the 
United States Justice Department, Tony continued his public service as the Special Assistant Attorney General 
for the state of California, where he advised the Attorney General on various matters, including high-tech 
crime, identity theft, the Microsoft antitrust litigation, police officer training, civil rights and police 
misconduct. 
 
In addition to his public service, Mr. West has held several positions in the private sector that have given him 
significant preparation for execution of the duties and responsibilities of the Assistant Attorney General for the 
Civil Division, including his current position as a successful litigation partner for the law firm of Morrison & 
Foerster, LLP.  At the firm, Mr. West handles complex civil and criminal cases, including white-collar criminal 
defense, civil rights and civil liberties matters, securities litigation, and antitrust.  Mr. West brings a wealth of 
considerable legal and administrative knowledge and experience.  He would he ready to lead the Civil Division 
on day one.  
 
On a personal level, I have known Mr. West for over 15 years. I am well acquainted with both his character 
and reputation. He is well respected in the general community, as well as the legal community.   
 
For these reasons, the National Bar Association urges that you confirm Tony West, as Assistant Attorney 
General for the Civil Division, without delay. Our support for this nomination is complete and without 
reservation. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding our support, please do not hesitate to give me a call.  I can be reached 
at (404) 347-8108.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rodney G. Moore, President  
NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION  
Mailing Address: 
1349 West Peachtree Street N.E., Suite 1500 
Atlanta, GA 30309 
Tel: (404) 347-8108 Direct 
Fax: (404) 592-9123 
Email: rmoore@adorno.com 
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Representing the Interests of African-American Attorneys throughout Northern California 
An Affiliate of the National Bar Association 
“Celebrating Over 50 Years of Excellence”  

CHARLES HOUSTON BAR ASSOCIATION   
Laying the Foundation for the Future  

    
March 6, 2009  

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman 
United States Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510  

The Honorable Arlen Specter 
United States Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510  

RE: Tony West’s Nomination – Assistant Attorney General – Civil Division  

Dear Senator Leahy and Senator Specter:  

I write to you on behalf of the Charles Houston Bar Association (“CHBA”) in support of Tony 
West’s nomination as Assistant Attorney General for the Civil Division of the United States 
Department of Justice.  As President of the CHBA, I urge you and the members of the Judiciary 
Committee to confirm the nomination of Tony West.  

Founded in 1955, the Charles Houston Bar Association is committed to working with and within the 
African American community to facilitate access to the justice system and to promote equal 
protection under the law.  CHBA is the northern California affiliate of the National Bar Association 
and with more than 900 members the CHBA is a powerful voice in the Northern California legal 
community.   

Tony West is the most qualified person for this position.  As you know, Mr. West has served as 
Assistant United State Attorney for the Northern District of California.  In that capacity, he has 
served under former Attorney General Janet Reno and has prosecuted a variety of cases ranging 
from sexual exploitation offenses against children to government malfeasance.  He has received 
numerous accolades for his skills as an accomplished attorney.  As noteworthy as his career has 
been, I write because of his commitment to this association and his community.  

Tony West’s values are aligned with that of CHBA.  He has tirelessly advocated for those issues that 
are of paramount concern to this association:  improving access to justice; promoting equal 
protection under the law; increasing diversity within the legal field; bringing services to the 
community; and supporting our law students and young attorneys.  His professional career 
demonstrates his commitment to public service, but his service to this association demonstrates his 
commitment to his community.  Because of his efforts and commitment to CHBA and the African 
American community, he has been honored at many of our functions, and most recently at our 
Judicial Luncheon (March 2008) and our Annual Dinner Dance and Gala (December 2008).  

Because of his efforts, commitment and dedication, it is my hope that you confirm the nomination of 
Tony West.  

Sincerely,  

Nedra A. Shawler 
CHBA President 
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SPEAKER o/'''ASSEMBLY

March 9, 2009

Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Minority Member, Senate Judiciary Committee
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Nomination of Tony West for Assistant Attorney General - Civil Division

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter:

I write to support the nomination of Tony West as Assistant United States Attorney General
for the Civil Division.

Tony West is eminently qualified to lead the Civil Division. Tony served as an Assistant
United States Attorney, successfully prosecuting several cases, including the Orchid Club, at
the time, one ofthe largest child pornography cases in United States history. After leaving
the United States Justice Department, Tony continued his public service as the Special
Assistant Attorney General for the state of California, where he advised the Attorney General
on various matters, including high-tech crime, identity theft, the Microsoft antitrust litigation,
police officer training, civil rights and police misconduct. Since that time, Mr. West has
practiced civil litigation in Northern California, earning wide respect among his colleagues,
and his opponents.

In addition to his experience, Tony also has the character and integrity to lead the Civil
Division. Tony is a man ofthe highest integrity; his honesty, decency, and humanity are
never in doubt. The President has made an excellent choice in selecting Tony to serve as the
next Assistant Attorney General for the Civil Division. I urge you to confirm him without
delay.

Sincerely,
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March 10, 2009

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman
Senate Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office BuJding
Washington, D. C. 20510

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Member
Senate Committee on the Judiciary
152 Dirksen Senate Office BuJding
Washington, D. C. 20510

Re: Nomination of Tony West as Assistant Attomey General for the Civil Division

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter:

Iam writing to you to express my strong support for the nomination of Tony West as
Assistant Attomey General for the Civil Division and to urge his confirmation.

Ihave observed Tony's career develop from the time he was an Assistant United States
Attomey in San Jose, California to his service as the Special Assistant Attomey General
for the State of Califomia and now as a partner at a prominent intemationallaw firm.
He has displayed a consistent dedication to serving the country and the State of
Califomia. Tony is well regarded for his abJity to work across party line.s to develop
innovative public policy solutions. His abJity to buJd consensus is a testament to his
integrity and his respect for other viewyoints. I can think of no better person than Tony
to assume a position of leadership in the Department of Justice.

President Obama has made an excellent decision in nominating Tony West to be the next
Assistant Attomey General for the Civil Division. Iknow he ;nn bring able leadership
and integrity to the Department of Justice. I'm proud to recommend him to you and I
strongly urge you to confirm him without delay. should you have any questions Iwould
be more than happy to speak to you personally.

~~)
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March 17, 2009 
 
The Honorable Senator Patrick Leahy  
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510   
 
The Honorable Senator Arlen Specter  
Ranking Minority Member, Senate Judiciary Committee 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510  

Re: Nomination of Tony West for Assistant Attorney General — Civil 
Division 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter: 

On behalf of the South Asian Bar Association of Northern California, I am 
writing to strongly recommend the nomination of Tony West as Assistant 
United States Attorney General for the Civil Division.   We unequivocally 
support Mr. West’s nomination given his tireless efforts to champion civil 
rights and represent those without a voice in our community.   

Further, Mr. West is well-regarded in our legal community as a consensus 
builder who seeks to ensure that minority viewpoints are represented, which 
we believe will serve the U.S. Department of Justice and our country well as 
the Obama Administration tackles the tough challenges that lay ahead. 

We enthusiastically support Mr. West’s nomination and respectfully urge that 
the Senate Judiciary Committee confirm him promptly.  Thank you for your 
service to our great nation and your thoughtful consideration of our 
recommendation. 

Very truly yours, 

 

Khurshid Khoja 
President 
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