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April 21, 2009

Senator Patrick 1. Leahy
Chairman, SeDate Judiciaty Committee
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Wlllhington, :oc: 20510
SelJatDr At1en Specter
Ranking Member, Senate Judiciar,y Committee
224 Dirksen Senate Offioe Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Cbainnan LeQhyand Ranking Men1bet Specter:

I IUI1writing to express my support for the confirmation ofMmy' L. Smith as Assistant
Attomey General for the Tax Division.

I served as an Assistant U. S. AttDmey in both the Northern District ofl11.inois and the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania in the late 19708 and early 19808. I also served as deputy special
counsel to President Ronald Reagan and as SJ*ial counsel to President Oeorgc H.W. Bush. As
a result of these experiences, I have great respect for public service in aeneralllDd for the
Department of Justice in particular. We need good people in pllbliQ service and I believe that
Mary Smith will be a strong addition to the leadership of the Dep&rtn1ent.

I met Mary while I W3IJ the executive vice president and chief legal officer ofTyco
Inte.matioDal Ltd. In September of 2002. I joined Tyco in the wake of the scandal that was the
result of the actions of the prior management team. As part of the new senior management •• am
at Tyco, we bad the enormous task of restoring confidence in and stability to the business,
sefeguarding the jobs of some 250.000 employees, and desUng with the various legal issues that
arose out of the adions oftbe prior management. Part ofm)" job was to bring in llilwyen; of
~n ability and integrity. Mary 'WaS one of the people I brought into Tyco and she worked
under my leadership managing the extensiv8, znulti-distriet class action litigation thal was then
pending. Maty supervised all aspects of the litigation Iil1ld spearheadc::d M\lCh oftbe strategy for
the litigation. Mary quickly mastered all aspect'S of the litigation. She worked tirelessly and with
the upmoSt ethical standards.
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Mmy also has dedicated Iisignificant ml,ount ofh.er career to public service. From 1994
to 1996, Mary was a Trial Attorney in the Civil Division, Commercial Litigation Branch. at the
Department of Justice. During this time, Mary managed an extensive docket of cases and
worked. diligently on behaIfofthc Department. From 1991 to 2000, Mary was Associate
Director of Policy Planning, Domestic Policy Councill at the White House. From 2001 to 2001,
Mary was Associate Counsel to the President in the White House Counsel's Office.

In short, Mary Smith is a fine choice to be this nation's Assistant Attorney General for
the Tax Division. I urge the Senate to act quickly on her confitmation.
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     April 28, 2009 
 
 
Senator Patrick J. Leahy 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Senator Arlen Specter 
Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary Committee 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington , DC 20510 
 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter: 

 I am writing to express my support for the confirmation of Mary L. Smith as Assistant 
Attorney General for the Tax Division. 
 
 I served as Deputy White House Counsel and Deputy Assistant to the President of the 
United States during the Clinton Administration.  During my time in the White House, I worked 
closely with Mary while she was a member of the Domestic Policy Council and was so 
impressed with her abilities that I helped recruit her to join the Counsel’s Office.  It was one of 
my best decisions.   
 

Mary is an absolutely superb lawyer and she will be an outstanding Assistant Attorney 
General.  I have observed Mary’s career develop from her time in the White House to private 
practice at one of the country’s most prominent law firms to her stint as in-house counsel 
managing one of the largest, most complex securities cases.   She has achieved tremendous 
success in all of these capacities and she enjoys a well-earned and well-established reputation for 
excellence. 

 
 While in the White House, I, along with Mary, worked closely with members of this 
committee to draft compromise language on legislation which was eventually signed by the 
President.  Mary worked closely with both majority and minority Committee members to resolve 
issues involving constitutional questions.  I was impressed with Mary’s ability to work across 
party lines to develop innovative policy solutions.   
 
 



 
 

Mary has the ability to juggle many projects and issues at one time.  I can think of no one 
who works harder.  Her ability to build consensus is a testament to her integrity and respect for 
other viewpoints.   She is also exceptionally well qualified for positions at the highest levels of 
public service.  She has superb judgment, knows how to work on matters that are in the public 
eye, and is a person of unquestioned character and integrity. 
 
 I am pleased to support Mary Smith as Assistant Attorney for the Tax Division.  I know 
that she will serve the Department and the country well. 
  
       Very truly yours,  

        

       William P. Marshall 
       Kenan Professor of Law 
       University of North Carolina 
       Chapel Hill, NC 27599 
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Abner Mikva

April :JO.2009

The Honomble Patriclc 1. Leahy
Chairman, SEmate Judiciary Committee
224 DirkSel1 Senate Office Building
Wasbingtgn, DC 20510

Deaf s!~bahY.'"
1 am writing in strong support oCme nomination of'Mary L. Smith. as Assistant Attomey

General for the Tax Division at the Department of Justice. She will make an outstandins ~ of
that ciepartmeot. .

:Mary was Associate CauDlel to President Clinton when I fu'st came to know her. 1
observed then that Mary was diligent ad hardworking. Since _ I haYe continl.1ed to be
impressed with her work efforts and work ethics. She has served in government both as a career
employee and as a political employee, which has given her a real appreciation of the importance of
both categories of federal employees to make the systIm work as it should. She previO\.lSly
worked as trial attorney In the Civil Di\'ision at Justioe and in the Domestic Policy COU1'1Cn at the
White House.

In the private sector, Mary worked at one of the laargest and most prosagious law finns in
the countty and as cou:nseJ tp a Fortune 500 company. She understands tax taw as wen as all of
the other issues tbat she will confront in the position of Assistant Attomey General.

Mary is Ollt of people that briDgs pride to the cause of government service. She will be
an outstanding addition to this Administration and I urge bet conmmarion with great enthusiasm.

Kindest PUSOl1al lteprdS.

~~z.~
Abner 1. Mikva
Former White House Counsel
Form.etChieflud~ U.S. Court of Appeals, DC Circuit
FotmerU.S. Congl'cssman
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May 5, 2009 
 
Senator Patrick J. Leahy                                  Senator Jeff Sessions 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee          Senate Judiciary Committee 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building               335 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510                                   Washington, DC 20510 
 
Re:  Nomination of Mary L. Smith:  Assistant Attorney General for Tax 
Division in the Department of Justice 
 
Dear Senators Leahy and Sessions: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the National Association of Women Lawyers 
(“NAWL”), a national legal professional organization devoted to the interests of 
women lawyers and women’s rights, to express our support for the nomination 
of Mary L. Smith to serve as Assistant Attorney General for the Tax Division in 
the Department of Justice.  Ms. Smith is a stellar candidate, and we urge her 
swift confirmation. 
 
NAWL is the oldest women’s bar association in the country and has thousands 
of individual, law firm, public sector, and corporate department members across 
the country. We provide professional development opportunities for women 
lawyers at every stage of their careers. NAWL also participates in legal and 
public policy issues by participating in amicus briefs, international law 
endeavors, review of Supreme Court nominees, and other activities. 
 
Mary Smith has dedicated a significant amount of her career to public service 
and pro bono efforts, making a difference in advancing women and persons of 
color in the legal profession and beyond.   From 1994 to 1996, Ms. Smith also 
served as a trial attorney for the United States Department of Justice Civil 
Division where she served as principal attorney for a number of trials and 
appeals.  From 1997 to 2001, Ms. Smith served in the Clinton White House as 
Associate Counsel to the President and Associate Director of Policy Planning 
where she was responsible for a number of policy areas including domestic 
violence, equal pay, homelessness, transportation safety, food safety, Internet 
gambling, Native American issues, civil rights issues, and hate crimes.  In the 
White House, she was one of the leaders who worked tenaciously to ensure 
reauthorization of the historic Violence Against Women Act, legislation with 
which NAWL has been very involved. Ms. Smith also fought to secure equal 
pay for women, drafting policy initiatives that would ensure women receive 
equal pay for equal work.  She also spearheaded an initiative that would prepare 
women for non-traditional jobs.      
 
 

President 
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Washington, DC 
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From 2001 to 2005, as an attorney at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in Washington, D.C, 
Ms. Smith specialized in governmental investigations and securities class actions, and on a pro bono 
basis she filed an amicus brief in the United States Supreme Court on behalf of several members of 
Congress in support of the University of Michigan’s affirmative action programs. 

Ms. Smith currently serves as one of thirteen Commissioners on the ABA’s Commission on Women in 
the Profession and is the first enrolled tribal member to serve on the Commission in its twenty-year 
history.  As part of her duties on the Commission, she serves as Chair of the Women of Color 
Committee.  Under her leadership, the Commission recently published From Visible Invisibility to Visibly 
Successful: Success Strategies for Law Firms and Women of Color in Law Firms, a compilation of 
information, insights, and advice gathered from 28 prominent women partners of color in national law 
firms and an examination of the practices at their firms that contributed to their success.  Ms. Smith is 
also spearheading the next two phases of research which will focus on women of color who are attorneys 
in the corporate and government sectors.  NAWL is extremely familiar with her outstanding work in this 
area. 

The Department of Justice employs a large number of lawyers in the federal government, particularly 
women.   Ms. Smith has a proven track record of advocating for programs that benefit women as well as 
promoting women in the legal profession.  In addition, her complex litigation experience involving 
highly-regulated, financial issues makes her well-suited to head the Tax Division.  

 
Very truly yours, 

 
Lisa Horowitz 
President, 2008-09    
National Association of Women Lawyers  
 
cc:  Mary L. Smith 
 
 
 

 

       
 

 
 
 
 

 































BILL FOSTER
14TH D'STRICT, ILLINOIS

Senator Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
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Senator Jeff Sessions
Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary Committee
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

I am writing to express my strong support for the nomination of Mary L. Smith as
Assistant Attorney General for the Tax Division and to urge her confirmation.

I came to know Mary through her community involvement in Illinois. Mary is a leader in
the Chicago legal community as a board member for both the Chicago Bar Association and
Chicago Bar Foundation. She also is a member of the Illinois delegation in the American Bar
Association's House of Delegates. Mary has fought over the years for increased funding for
legal service providers in the state of Illinois.

Mary is also extremely committed to public service having served as a Trial Attorney in
the Department of Justice as well as both a member of the Domestic Policy Council and
Associate Counsel to the President in the Clinton White House. In these roles, Mary worked on
legal, legislative and policy issues to help citizens across the country. She has displayed a
consistent dedication to serving the country and the State of Illinois. I believe that Mary Smith
will be a strong addition to the leadership of the Department.

President Obama has made an excellent decision in nominating Mary Smith to be the
next Assistant Attorney General for the Tax Division. I know she will bring able leadership and
integrity to the Department of Justice. In short, Mary Smith is a fine choice to be this nation's
Assistant Attorney General for the Tax Division. I urge her swift confirmation.

Very truly yours,

8d/
Bill Foster
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May 11, 2009 
 
Senator Patrick J. Leahy 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Senator Arlen Specter 
Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary Committee 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Senators Leahy and Specter: 
 
On behalf of the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights (LCCR), the nation’s oldest, 
largest, and most diverse civil rights coalition, we write to express our strong support for 
the historic nomination of Mary L. Smith to serve as Assistant Attorney General for the 
Tax Division in the Department of Justice. If confirmed, Ms. Smith will be the first 
Native American to hold the rank of Assistant Attorney General at the Department of 
Justice. 
 
Ms. Smith is passionate about advancing women and persons of color in the legal 
profession and working to eradicate barriers to the full participation of all in the legal 
profession.  Beginning in 1997, we worked with Ms. Smith when she was in the White 
House as a member of the Domestic Policy Council on trying to expand the scope of the 
federal hate crimes statute to include gender, sexual orientation, and disability.  LCCR 
lead a coalition of outside groups which worked on this initiative for several years, and 
Ms. Smith was the main policy person in the White House interacting with the coalition 
on this initiative.  Ms. Smith spent a considerable amount of time on the legal and policy 
issues surrounding the proposed legislative as well as organizing a number of events to 
highlight the issues.  Ms. Smith worked diligently organizing the first-ever White House 
Conference on Hate Crimes which was held at George Washington University in 
November 2007.  Over the next several years, Ms. Smith worked tirelessly on this 
legislation and planning events to highlight the need for the expanded law, including an 
April 2000 event with federal and local prosecutors, including Janet Napolitano, then a 
United States Attorney and now Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security and 
Amy Klobuchar, then a local prosecutor and now a U.S. Senator and a member of this 
esteemed Committee.  
 
In the White House, Ms. Smith was one of the leaders who worked to get the historic 
Violence Against Women Act reauthorized.  Ms. Smith worked tenaciously to ensure that 
this vital piece of legislation was reauthorized.   Ms. Smith also fought to ensure equal 
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pay for women.  She drafted policy initiatives that would ensure that women receive equal pay 
for equal work.  She also spearheaded an initiative that would prepare women for non-traditional 
jobs.  It is through this work that Ms. Smith has truly made a difference of advancing women and 
persons of color in the legal profession and beyond.     
 
Since her time in the White House, Ms. Smith has only continued to build her wealth of 
experience in both heavily-regulated areas and toward improving diversity.  From 2001 to 2005, 
she was an attorney at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in Washington, D.C.  While 
at Skadden, Ms. Smith specialized in governmental investigations and securities class actions.  
During her time at Skadden, she filed an amicus brief on behalf of several members of Congress 
in support of the University of Michigan’s affirmative action programs on a pro bono basis.    
Following her time at Skadden, Ms. Smith managed one of the nation’s largest securities fraud 
class actions as in-house counsel at Tyco International.   As in-house counsel, Ms. Smith acted 
on her commitment to diversity.  She substantially increased the participation of women lawyers 
and lawyers of color serving as outside counsel in the Tyco litigation, and served as a role model 
for other lawyers in the position of managing major litigation. 
 
It is clear from both the volume and breath of the policy initiatives and litigation for which Ms. 
Smith was responsible that she is an excellent choice to head the Tax Division.  Ms. Smith is a 
team player and a coalition builder, and we strongly support her nomination.   

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Wade Henderson     Nancy Zirkin 
President and CEO     Executive Vice President 
LCCR       LCCR 
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October 29, 2009 
 
The Honorable Harry Reid 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
Dear Senator Reid: 
  
On behalf of the National Congress of American Indians, I write to express our 
strong support for the confirmation of Mary Smith to be the Assistant Attorney 
General for the Tax Division within the Department of Justice. 
  
NCAI has many years of experience working with Ms. Smith during her service 
with the federal government and in private practice.  She is an experienced 
professional with a deep understanding of the law and the federal government 
system.  We have every confidence in her capabilities, but this confidence is 
heightened by our experience with her work ethic.  The federal government 
cannot possibly have enough people like Mary Smith – she gets results that 
consistently exceed the highest expectations. 
  
In addition, Mary is a member of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma and when 
she is confirmed she will be the highest ranking Native American ever to serve 
at the Department of Justice.  It is widely known among tribal leaders that her 
nomination has been pending for an overly long period and the frustration is 
growing.  We respectfully request that the Senate move forward as quickly as 
possible with her confirmation. 
  
Thank you very much for considering our views.  As always, we greatly 
appreciate your support for tribal governments. 
  
Sincerely, 

  
Jefferson Keel 
President 
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