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Chairman Leahy
Ranking Member Specter
Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee
United States Senate
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

NGTON. DC

January 30, 2009

DANIEL MARcus
Phone:

E-mail:

Dear Chairman Leahy, Ranking Member Specter, and Members ofthe Committee:

I am writing in support of the President's nomination of David S. Kris to be Assistant Attorney
General for the National Security Division. I first met Mr. Kris when I served as Associate Attorney
General in 2000-2001, and I have been in close contact with him since then because of our mutual
involvement in national security issues. (I served as General Counsel of the 9/11 Commission and have
taught National Security Law at the Washington College of Law, American University for the last four
years.)

I can think of no-one better qualified by experience, intellect, and integrity for this important position
at the Department of Justice at this critical time. Mr. Kris is a splendid example of the dedicated career
Justice Department lawyer who rose to a key position in the Department - as Associate Deputy Attorney
General for national security matters from 2000-2003. In the process, he gained the respect and admiration
of the senior leadership of the Department in the Clinton and Bush Administrations, including Attorney
General Reno and Deputy Attorney General Holder and Attorney General Ashcroft and Deputy Attorney
General Thompson. During this crucial period (including the months following the 9/11 attacks), Mr. Kris
worked closely and effectively with the intelligence community (including the CIA, NSA, and FBI), law
enforcement agencies, the National Security Council, and the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court. And
after leaving the Government for the private sector in 2003, he has continued to participate actively in the
field, through his writings, teaching, Congressional testimony, and professional conferences. Mr. Kris is
widely recognized in the profession and the academy as our leading expert on the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act and the recent statutes amending the Act.

I have gotten to know David Kris quite well during the last few years. I can assure the Committee
that he has the personal qualities of honesty, integrity, and devotion to the ideals of our nation and our legal
system that we look for in public officials. He is intimately familiar with the Department and the intelligence
community and has the leadership and advocacy skills that will enable him to deal effectively with the rest
of the President's national security team.

I urge you to recommend his confrrmation to the full Senate.

J2S'ely,

i ?uJ
/~iel Marcus

WASHINGTON COLLEGE OF LAW

4801 MASSACHUSETTSAVENUE, NW SUITE 467 WASHINGTON, DC 20016-8181 202-274-4000 FAX:202-274-4130



l\liehael Chertoff

January 30, 2009

VIA REGULAR MAIL

United States Senate
Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office BuildiIJg
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy, Ranking M ember Specter and Members:

I am writing to give my stong support to the nomination of David S. Kris to serve
as Assistant Attorney General for ]o,J"ationalSecurity.

As you know, I was Assist:mt Attorney General of the Criminal Division from
20ot-2003. At that time, my resp(,nsibilities included those currently assigned to the
National Security Division (which then did not exist). Accordingly, I am very familiar
with the nature of the position for ';vhich Mr. Kris is being nominated.

During my tenure at the JUitice Department, I worked regularly with David as he
served in the office of the Deputy .\ttorney General. Generally, our area of focus
involved national security law, pol icy and legislation.

During my tenure, I observ ed David to be an outstanding attorney with excellent
judgment, strong knowledge oftht national security subject matter and a balanced
viewpoint. While evenly tempere( l, David is deeply committed to the Department of
Justice in which he served for a de;;ade. He is polite but firm in "doing the right thing."
I respect him as a professional and think his background and experience make him ideally
suited to lead the National Securit;, Division.

Finally, David's close worl:.ing experience with the FBI will be a particular asset
in the position for which he has be:m nominated.

I strongly support David's lomination. Please contact me if! can assist you with
this matter.







John B. Bellinger' III

Februarv 2"2009

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman
The Honorable Arlen Specter, Ranking Member
United States Selate
Committee ott th8 Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
V/ashington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter:

I am writing to support the nomination of David S. Kris as Assistant Attorney General for
the National Security Division of the Departrnent of Justice.

I worked very closely with Mr. Kris from 1997 until 2003, while Mr. Kris served in the
Criminal Division of the Deparhnent of Justice and subsequently as Associate Deputy
Attorney General. During this period, I served as Counsel for National Security Matters
in the Criminal Division from 1997-2001 and subsequently as Legal Adviser to the
National Security Council from 2001-2005. I subsequently served as Legal Adviser to
the Secretary of State from 2005-2A09, and I had previously served as Special Counsel to
the Senate Intelligence Commiuee lll_1996.

Based on these experiences, I can confidently say that I believe that there is no more
qualified person to serve as Assistant Attorney General for the National Security Division
than Mr. Kris. He possesses an unparalleled knowledge of intelligence and law
enforcement laws and policies, especially with respect to foreign intelligence surveillance
and wiretap laws. He has worked closely with the Intelligence Community, the
Departments of State and Defense, and the National Security Council. While I served as
Legal Adviser to the National Security Council, I placed great trust in IvIr. Kris's
judgment and counsel. While we served together at the Department of Justice, he was
deeply respected by colleagues in all parts of the Deparftnent, including the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, for his expertise, pragmatism, impartiality, and good humor. I
personally know him to be a calm, non-partisan, and hard-working lawyer of the greatest
integnty, who is capable of analyzing and balancing the requirements of national security
and civil liberties.

Mr. Kris will also be an important resource for the Committee as it carries out its
legislative and oversight functions. He has previously testified before Congress on a
number of occasions, and the Committee will be able to rely on his expertise, candor, and
integnty.



L-

I strongly urge the Commiuee and the full Senate to approve Mr. Kris's nomination.

13,\c!!f
B. Bellinger" III











February 3, 2009

United States Senate
Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy, Ranking Member Specter, and Members of the Senate Judiciary
Committee:

I am writing to express my strong support for David Kris for the position of
Assistant Attorney General for the National Security Division. I worked with Mr. Kris
when he was an Associate Deputy Attorney General and can say without hesitation that
he is an outstanding selection for this important position and one who will serve with
distinction.

Mr. Kris is a brilliant lawyer whose knowledge of national security law is
unparalleled. He is also an individual of the utmost integrity and is well respected
throughout the Department of Justice and the intelligence community. He is able to
balance the needs of the intelligence community and the important civil liberties concerns
implicated by actions in this area. He also understands the agencies involved and is well
positioned to serve as an honest broker in helping resolve the disputes that inevitably
arise between and among them. I cannot imagine a better or more qualified choice for
the position. If you or your staff have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me
at

Respectfully,

~
Daniel Levin
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LARRY D. THOMPSON
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
GENERAL COUNSEL AND SECRETARY

February 4, 2009

Chairman Leahy, Ranking Member Specter
And Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee

United States Senate
Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy, Ranking Member Specter and
Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee:

I am writing to strongly support the nomination of David S. Kris to be Assistant
Attorney General for National Security. David is uniquely qualified for this important
position. His experience in the Department of Justice and with national security issues is
deep and extremely relevant to our times.

When I became Deputy Attorney General in May of 200 1, I asked David to
remain as an Associate Deputy Attorney General and become my chief advisor on FISA
and related national security matters. Why did I do so? When I interviewed David, I
found in him a professional who was thoughtful and balanced. He had a passion for
national security issues but also a deep respect and appreciation for the related civil
liberties concerns. David also has experience testifying before Congress on national
security issues and clearly understands the role of Congressional oversight in this area.

We are fortunate that a lawyer of David's caliber will once again offer himself for
public service.

Sincerely,
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February 9,2009

Direct Dial

Fax No.

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman
The Honorable Arlen Specter, Ranking Member
and Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee
United States Senate
Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: David Kris

Dear Senators Leahy and Specter:

I am pleased to add my support to the confirmation for David Kris as
Assistant Attorney General for National Security.

I had the opportunity to work directly with Mr. Kris during his service,
between 2001 and 2003 while he was Associate Deputy Attorney General. At that
time I was Solicitor General. We worked closely on several matters involving
national security, intelligence, counter-terrorism and the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act (FISA).

I found David to be thoughtful, extremely conversant with our nation's laws
and policies involving national security and intelligence matters, intelligent, hard
working and articulate. He is a very sound lawyer, possesses good judgment, is
committed to the defense of the United States and its citizens, and respects the rule
of law and civil rights.

LOS ANGELES NEW YORK WASHINGTON, D.C. SAN FRANCISCO PALO ALTO LONDON
PARIS MUNICH BRUSSELS DUBAI SINGAPORE ORANGE COUNTY CENTURY CITY DALLAS DENVER
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Mr. Kris is a fine choice to head this extremely important office up. I
commend him to you.

Very truly yours,

·~B.OISOn

TBOlhlv
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