Statement of Senator Charles E. Grassley
Before the Committee on the Judiciary

On the Nominations of:

Paul J. Watford, to be United States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit

December 13, 2011


Mr. Chairman, 
I join you in welcoming the nominee before us today.   I want to express my appreciation to Chairman Leahy for working with me on the schedule and agenda for today’s hearing. I am pleased that we were able to reach an agreement.

Today we will hear from Paul J. Watford, nominated to be United States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit.  We have heard his biography, so I will not repeat that, but will include it in my full statement for the record.


I would note that we are making real progress with regard to the nominations of President Obama to the federal judiciary.   

Today marks the 19th nominations hearing held in this committee this year, and we will have heard from 71 judicial nominees.  All in all, nearly 88% of President Obama’s judicial nominees have received a hearing.  

We have confirmed 63 judicial nominees in this Congress alone.  In total, over 72% of President Obama’s nominees have been confirmed.

Again, I welcome the nominee, his family members and guests.  I look forward to the testimony.






[bookmark: _GoBack]	 Mr. Watford received his B.A. from University of California, Berkeley in 1989 and his J.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) School of Law in 1994.  Upon graduation, he clerked for Judge Alex Kozinski on the Ninth Circuit and then for Justice Ginsburg on the Supreme Court.  In 1996, he began working as an associate in the Litigation Department at the Los Angeles law firm of Munger, Tolles & Olsen. From 1997-2000, Mr. Watford was an Assistant United States Attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Central District of California, in Los Angeles, handling a variety of criminal prosecutions, such as immigration, narcotics, firearms trafficking, bank robbery, computer fraud, mail and wire fraud, and securities fraud.  

	In 2000, Mr. Watford returned to private practice as an associate in the appellate practice group at Sidley & Austin’s Los Angeles office.  In 2001, he rejoined Munger, Tolles & Olsen as an associate, becoming a partner there in 2003.  His practice focuses primarily on appellate litigation, specifically business and commercial disputes.  Mr. Watford has also taught a course on Judicial Opinion Writing at the University of Southern California’s Gould School of Law for three semesters (2007, 2008, and 2009). 

	The American Bar Associations’s Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary has given Mr. Watford a Unanimous “Well Qualified” rating.
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