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Mr. Chairman:

I welcome the nominees appearing before us today as well as their families and friends.  As I mentioned at our last nomination hearing, this is an important event for the nominee as well as for this institution and for the public.

The nominations before us today illustrate the critical role of the Constitutional advice and consent function of the Senate.   This Committee previously reviewed the qualifications of a nominee to the seat to which Judge Droney is now nominated.  The Committee found that nomination to be lacking and returned it to the President without final action.

The three District nominees from Pennsylvania were first nominated shortly after the elections last November.  I would note that a new Republican Senator was elected last fall in Pennsylvania.   

When the nominations were resubmitted in this Congress, I made sure that the rights of the Senator from Pennsylvania were protected.  Working with the Chairman, we agreed that all home state senators, particularly the new Senators, would be given time to review nominations and return blue slips before proceeding.  I thank the Chairman for his courtesy in this matter.

I think this was a fair process to the Senate as well as to the nominees.  We know it is crucial for nominees to have the support of home state Senators.  Generally, nominations do not move forward without their support.  We have arrived at the point where we can now consider the nominations, and I look forward to the testimony of the nominees.

I will put the balance of my statement, regarding the nominees, in the record.

Christopher Droney is nominated to be United States Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit.  Judge Droney presently serves as a United States District Judge for the District of Connecticut.  His legal career includes 14 years in private practice litigation and four years as the United States Attorney for the District of Connecticut.

Following his graduation from University of Connecticut School of Law in 1979, Judge Droney joined the Hartford firm of Day, Berry & Howard and was responsible for civil matters such as personal injury defense, products liability, antitrust, and corporate disputes. In 1981, Judge Droney joined the law department of Aetna Life & Casualty for a brief period (approximately eight months) working on investment matters. Following his time at Aetna, he joined the private law firm of Buckley & Santos (now Santos and Seeley, P.C.) in Hartford, which specialized in complex civil and criminal trial work.  In 1984, Judge Droney joined the Hartford law firm of Reid & Reige, P.C., where he was a member of the trial department for nine years.

He was appointed United States Attorney for the District of Connecticut in 1993. President Clinton nominated Judge Droney on June 5, 1997, and the Senate voted 100-0 to confirm his nomination on September 11, 1997.  As a U.S. District Judge, he has presided over approximately 3600 cases (89% criminal) and over approximately 60 trials.   The American Bar Association’s Committee on the Federal Judiciary has given him a unanimous Well-Qualified rating.

Cathy Bissoon is nominated to be United States District Judge for the Western District of Pennsylvania.  Judge Bissoon graduated summa cum laude from Alfred University with a B.A. in 1990.  In 1993, she earned her J.D. from Harvard Law School.  Judge Bissoon began her career at Reed Smith in Pittsburgh, PA.  After her first year at Reed Smith, Judge Bissoon clerked for Judge Gary Lancaster of the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania.  

Following her clerkship, Judge Bissoon returned to private practice at Reed Smith.  During her tenure at Reed Smith, Judge Bissoon worked primarily with employment and labor litigation.   

From 2001 to 2007, Judge Bissoon served as the Director of Diversity at Reed Smith.  From 2003 to 2004, she was the leader of the firm’s employment practice group.  From 2007 to 2008, Judge Bissoon continued to practice employment and labor law as the Director and Department head of the labor group at Cohen & Grigsby.  In August 2008, the United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania appointed Judge Bissoon as a United States magistrate Judge.  The American Bar Association’s Committee on the Federal Judiciary has given Judge Bissoon a unanimous Qualified rating.

Mark R. Hornak is nominated to be United States District Judge for the Western District of Pennsylvania.  Mr. Hornak graduated with a B.A. from the University of Pittsburgh in 1978, and with a J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law in 1981.  

Mr. Hornak began his legal career as a clerk for Judge Sprouse on the Fourth Circuit.  Since his clerkship, he has spent his entire career at Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney.  He practices labor and employment law, representing primarily employers and public agencies.  He has also practiced media defense law and general civil litigation, and managed negotiations of collective bargaining agreements.  He served as lead counsel in approximately 120 actions filed in courts of record.  He served as lead counsel on four cases tried to verdict, and co-counsel on two cases tried to verdict.  The American Bar Association’s Committee on the Federal Judiciary has given him a unanimous Well-Qualified rating.

Robert D. Mariani is nominated to be United States District Judge for the Middle District of Pennsylvania.  He received his A.B., cum laude, from Villanova University in 1972, and his J.D. from Syracuse University College of Law in 1976.  Mr. Mariani began his legal career by practicing labor, employment, commercial, real estate, civil and criminal law.  During this time, Mr. Mariani also served as the Solicitor to the Scranton-Dumore Sewer Authority. 

Beginning in 1980, Mr. Mariani dedicated himself to the exclusive practice of labor and employment law.  His expertise includes collective bargaining, labor arbitration, and employee pension and benefits law under ERISA and the Internal Revenue Code.  Mr. Mariani has practiced before federal and state courts, the NLRB, the EEOC, and the Pennsylvania Human Rights Campaign.  He also serves as counsel to the Northeast Pennsylvania School District Health Trust and the Berks County School District Health Trust.  Thirteen public school entities and 13 unions selected him for this position in 1999.  In addition to his practice, Mr. Mariani also serves as an arbitrator, where he resolves complex labor disputes through negotiation.   He received a unanimous Well-Qualified rating from the American Bar Association’s Committee on the Federal Judiciary. 

Robert N. Scola, Jr. is nominated to be United States District Judge for the Southern District of Florida.  Judge Scola earned his B.A. in 1973 from Stanford University and his J.D. from Boston College of Law in 1980.  From 1980 to 1986, Judge Scola served as a prosecutor in state court. He began with misdemeanor cases and finished with prosecuting first degree murder and death penalty cases. 

From 1986 to 1995, Judge Scola served as a criminal defense attorney.  He practiced solo for most of this time.  From 1992 to 1993, he joined two other attorneys in criminal defense.  Judge Scola specialized in criminal defense in both state and federal court.

Governor Lawton Chiles appointed Judge Scola to his current position as a Circuit Judge for the 11th Judicial Circuit of Florida in and for Miami-Dade County in 1995.  Since then, the Circuit has elected and re-elected him without opposition in 1996, 2002 and 2008.  The Circuit Court is the highest trial level court in Florida and has jurisdiction over all juvenile, family and probate matters, including felony criminal and civil cases involving disputes of over $15,000.  The Circuit Court also has jurisdiction over the appeals from county court cases, as well as certiorari review of local administrative decisions. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Judge Scola initially served in the Criminal Division and presided over a variety of felony cases from drug possession to first degree murder and death penalty trials.  From 2001 to 2005 and 2009 to the present, he has served in the Family Division, handling divorce, adoption, and domestic violence cases.  Between 2005 and 2009, he served the Civil Division and handled a variety of civil cases from foreclosure to personal injury to medical malpractice and commercial disputes. Since 2001, Judge Scola has also served as an appellate judge for county court and administrative law cases.  He serves on three judge panels approximately four times per year.  Judge Scola received a unanimous Well-Qualified rating from the American Bar Association’s Committee on the Federal Judiciary. 
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