
UNITED STATES SENATE 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR JUDICIAL NOMINEES 

PUBLIC 

1. Name: State full name (include any former names used). 

Christopher Droney 
Christopher Fitzgerald Droney 

2. Position: State the position for which you have been nominated. 

United States Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit 

3. Address: List current office address. If city and state of residence differs from your 
place of employment, please list the city and state where you currently reside. 

Office: 

Residence: 

United States District Court 
District of Connecticut 
Abraham A. RibicoffFederal Building 
450 Main Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06103 

West Hartford, Connecticut 

4. Birthplace: State year and place of birth. 

1954; Hartford, Connecticut 

5. Education: List in reverse chronological order each college, law school, or any other 
institution of higher education attended and indicate for each the dates of attendance, 
whether a degree was received, and the date each degree was received. 

1976-1979; University of Connecticut School of Law; J.D., 1979 

1972 1976; College of the Holy Cross; A.B. (magna cum laude), 1976 

6. Emplovment Record: List in reverse chronological order all governmental agencies, 
business or professional corporations, companies, firms, or other enterprises, 
partnerships, institutions or organizations, non-profit or otherwise, with which you have 
been affiliated as an officer, director, partner, proprietor, or employee since graduation 
from college, whether or not you received payment for your services. Include the name 
and address of the employer and job title or description. 











11. Memberships: 

a. List all professional, business, fraternal, scholarly, civic, charitable, or other 
organizations, other than those listed in response to Questions 9 or 10 to which 
you belong, or to which you have belonged, since graduation from law school. 
Provide dates of membership or participation, and indicate any office you held. 
Include clubs, working groups, advisory or editorial boards, panels, committees, 
conferences, or publications. 

Greater Hartford Arts Council 
Member of Board of Directors (approx. 1990 1995) 

Greater Hartford Homes, Inc. (affordable housing coalition with the University of 
Hartford) 
Member of Board of Directors (1985 -1988) 

Hartford Golf Club (1989 - 1996) 
New York Sports Club (2008 - present) 
Science Museum of Connecticut 

Member of Board of Directors (1991) 
St. Francis Hospital and Medical Center 

Secretary and Member of Board of Directors (1990 -1993) 
Town of West Hartford 

Member, Charter Revision Commission (1982 - 1983) 
Vice Chair, Finance Advisory Board (1981 - 1982) 

Wampanoag Country Club (2006 - present) 
West HartfordJUniversity of Hartford Scholarship Fund 

Member of Board of Directors (1985 -1988) 
West Hartford Girls Lacrosse League 

Coach (1998 - 2000) 
West Hartford YMCAJYWCA (approx. 1990 - 2005) 

b. The American Bar Association's Commentary to its Code of Judicial Conduct 
states that it is inappropriate for a judge to hold membership in any organization 
that invidiously discriminates on the basis of race, sex, or religion, or national 
origin. Indicate whether any of these organizations listed in response to 11 a above 
currently discriminate or formerly discriminated on the basis of race, sex, religion 
or national origin either through formal membership requirements or the practical 
implementation of membership policies. If so, describe any action you have taken 
to change these policies and practices. 

From 1989 to 1996, I was a member of the Hartford Golf Club in West Hartford. 
Although its bylaws prohibited discrimination, the club had no African American 
members at the time I joined. I was a founding member of the membership 
diversity committee, and we were successful in assisting African American 
members injoining the club. To my knowledge, none of the other organizations 
listed in response to Question l1a currently discriminates or formerly 
discriminated on the basis of race, sex, religion or national origin. 
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you do not have a copy of a report, memorandum or policy statement, give the 
name and address of the organization that issued it, the date of the document, and 
a summary of its subject matter. 

In 2009, I served on an ad hoc committee of the Connecticut Bar Association's 
Federal Practice Session. which made recommendations about cell phone and 
electronic device use by non-attorneys in federal courtrooms. A written report 
was not issued, but the recommendations were delivered in remarks by Jonathan 
Tropp on September 29,2009 during a meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the Federal Practice. Meeting minutes supplied. 

In 2006 and 2007, I chaired an ad hoc committee to consider revising the District 
of Connecticut's local rule on the secrecy of jury deliberations. Following our 
committee's work, the Judges of the District Court adopted a revised local rule 
(Rule 83.5) in January, 2007. The revised rule sets forth the guidelines for 
contact with trial and grand jurors by the public, attorneys, and members of the 
press. A copy of the local rule is attached. 

In 1994, I served on the Advisory Committee on Local Civil Rules, which issued 
a report on how to comply with the 1993 Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. I have 
been unable to obtain a copy of the report, but press coverage is supplied. 

From 1982 to 1983~ I served on the West Hartford Charter Revision Committee, 
which issued a report on potential changes. I have been unable to obtain a copy 
of the report, but press coverage is supplied. 

Between 1983 and 1989, while Deputy Mayor and Mayor of West Hartford, I 
contributed to a number of policy decisions and recommendations. Press 
coverage regarding some of these decisions and recommendations is supplied in 
response to Question 12e. 

c. Supply four (4) copies of any testimony, official statements or other 
communications relating, in whole or in part, to matters of public policy or legal 
interpretation, that you have issued or provided or that others presented on your 
behalf to public bodies or public officials. 

On June 25, 1997, I testified before the United States Senate Committee on the 
JUdiciary, in connection with my nomination to be a United States District Judge 
for the District of Connecticut. Transcript supplied. 

On January 13, 1995, I testified in my capacity as U.S. Attorney before the 
Connecticut General Assembly Joint Committee on the judiciary regarding 
violent incidents at abortion clinics. Transcript supplied. 

In 1994, I wrote a letter, as U.S. Attorney, to Connecticut's three U.S. bankruptcy 
judges and U.S. Trustee's Office about a new system to detect and investigate 
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bankruptcy fraud. I have been unable to obtain a copy of the letter but press 
coverage is supplied. 

On March 11, 1987, I testified before the Connecticut General Assembly's 
Planning & Development Committee about annexing part of Croyden Drive. I 
have been unable to obtain a copy of my testimony, but press coverage is 
supplied. 

In July 1986, I wrote a letter to Hartford Mayor Thirman L. Milner about 
purchasing property on Farmington Avenue for West Hartford. I have been 
unable to obtain a copy of the letter but press coverage is supplied. 

As a member of the West Hartford Town Council and as Mayor of West Hartford 
(1983 -1989), I made statements concerning local issues at Town Council 
meetings. The minutes and transcripts ofthose meetings are voluminous, and 
they are maintained at the Town Clerk's office in hard copy format only. 

d. Supply four (4) copies, transcripts or recordings of all speeches or talks delivered 
by you~ including commencement speeches, remarks, lectures, panel discussions, 
conferences, political speeches, and question-and-answer sessions. Include the 
date and place where they were delivered, and readily available press reports 
about the speech or talk. If you do not have a copy of the speech or a transcript or 
recording of your remarks, give the name and address of the group before whom 
the speech was given. the date of the speech; and a summary of its subject matter. 
If you did not speak from a prepared text. furnish a copy of any outline or notes 
from which you spoke. 

The list below represents my best efforts, through searches of my records and 
Internet databases, to identify speeches and talks that I have delivered. There 
may~ however~ be additional speeches or talks that I have been unable to identifY 
or recalL 

February 23, 2011 and March 31 ~ 2009: I participated in classes at Yale Law 
School as part of its prosecutors' externship program. Notes for each class are 
supplied. 

December 9,2010: I was a panelist for a Hartford County Bar Association 
seminar on experts in the federal courts. Notes supplied. 

November 17,2010: I was a panelist on a construction law program for the 
Connecticut Bar Association. I spoke on issues in such cases in the federal courts. 
Notes supplied. 

November 15,2010: I was a guest lecturer at a University of Connecticut Law 
School Criminal Procedure course on federal trial practice. Notes supplied. 
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October 1, 1996: Press conference on indictment against seven Diablos 
motorcycle gang members for racketeering. Related press coverage is listed 
below: 

Press release, Seven Members of Diablos Motorcycle Gang Charged with 
Racketeering, U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of Massachusetts, 
Oct. 1, 1996. Copy supplied. 

Mark Pazniokas, Consultant Pleads Guilty in $210, 000 Bilking of FDIC, Hartford 
Courant, Sept. 28, 1996. Copy supplied. 

In Brief, New Haven Register, Sept. 28, 1996. Copy supplied. 

Woman Pleads Guilty to Conspiracy Count, Hartford Courant, Sept. 21) 1996. 
Copy supplied. 

Mark pazniokas and Mike McIntire, Santopietro to be Freed from Prison, 
Hartford Courant, Sept. 13, 1996. Copy supplied. 

Gang Member Held in '93 Killing to be Tried in U.S. Court as Adult, Hartford 
Courant, Sept. 12, 1996. Copy supplied. 

Hartford Man Guilty in Bank Fraud Case, Hartford Courant, Sept. 12, 1996. 
Copy supplied. 

Alan Pleads Guilty to Ripping OjJFBI~ Hartford Courant, Sept. 12, 1996. Copy 
supplied. 

Steven Fromm, Supporting Child Support, Connecticut Law Tribune, Sept. 9, 
1996. Copy supplied. 

Bloomfield Man Pleads Guilty to Bank-Fraud Charge, Hartford Courant, Sept. 8, 
1996. Copy supplied. 

In Brief, New Haven Register, Sept. 7, 1996. Copy supplied. 

Staff, Man, 61. Convicted in Tax Evasion Case, Hartford Courant, Aug. 29, 1996. 
Copy supplied. 

Staff, In Gambino Probe. Another Guilty Plea, Hartford Courant, Aug. 29, 1996. 
Copy supplied. 

Gang Member Sentenced, Hartford Courant, Aug. 29, 1996. Copy supplied. 

Mark pazniokas, Judge Again Spares Man in Child Porn Case, Hartford Courant, 
Aug. 28, 1996. Copy supplied. 
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Dave Lesher, Sullivan Set as Mayor in W Hartford, Hartford Courant, Nov. 15, 
1983. Copy supplied. 

Dave Lesher, Democrats Credit Campaigning/or West Hartford Success, 
Hartford Courant, Nov. 10, 1983. Copy supplied. 

Dave Lesher and Tao Woolfe, W Hartford Democrats Win Control a/Council/or 
First Time in 10 Years, Hartford Courant, Nov. 9, 1983. Copy supplied. 

November 8, 1983: I was interviewed on West Hartford Community TV about 
budget issues. I have been unable to obtain a recording. 

Dave Lesher, West Hartford Candidates Admit Campaign Issues Lacking, 
Hartford Courant, Oct. 20, 1983. Copy supplied. 

Mrujorie Howard and Constance Neyer~ Crimes Overshadow Election Campaign, 
Hartford Courant, Sept. 28, 1983. Copy supplied. 

From 1983 to 1989, I served on the Town Council of West Hartford, as Deputy 
Mayor from 1983 to 1985 and as Mayor from 1985 to 1989. In these capacities, I 
gave numerous interviews and I have listed above those [was able to identify. 
However, there are most likely others that I have been unable to recall or identify. 

13. Judicial Office: State (chronologically) any judicial offices you have held, including 
positions as an administrative law judge, whether such position was elected or appointed, 
and a description of the jurisdiction of each such court. 

On September 22, 1997, after confirmation by the United States Senate. I was appointed 
by President Clinton to serve as a United States District Judge for the District of 
Connecticut. 

a. Approximately how many cases have you presided over that have gone to verdict 
or judgment? 

I have presided over approximately 60 trials. I have presided over approximately 
40 civil trials and 20 criminal trials. All together, I have presided over 
approximately 3,209 civil cases and 399 criminal cases. 

1. Of these, approximately what percent were: 

jury trials: 75% 
bench trials: 25% 

civil proceedings: 75% 
criminal proceedings: 25% 
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b. Provide citations for all opinions you have written, including concurrences and 
dissents. 

See attached list of opinions. 

c. For each of the 10 most significant cases over which you presided, provide: (1) a 
capsule summary of the nature the case; (2) the outcome ofthe case; (3) the name 
and contact infonnation for counsel who had a significant role in the trial of the 
case; and (3) the citation of the case (if reported) or the docket number and a copy 
of the opinion or judgment (if not reported). 

1. United States v. Paris, Case No. 3-06-cr-64 

Defendant Paris was the leader of a sex trafficking ring operating out of the 
Hartford area. The other nine defendants pled guilty and received various 
sentences up to 156 months imprisonment. Paris proceeded to trial and was 
convicted on seventeen counts, including sex trafficking of minors and by force, 
fraud and coercion. He received a sentence of thirty years imprisonment. See 
2007 WL 3124724 (D. Conn. Oct. 24, 2007), aff'd, sub. nom United States v. 
Martinez, 621 F.3d 101 (2d Cir. 2010). 

For the Government: James G. Genco, Assistant U.S. Attorney (retired), 25 
Vennillion Drive, Avon, CT 06001, TeL: (860) 678-7109; Andrew J. Kline, Civil 
Rights Division. U.S. Department of Justice, 950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., 
Washington, DC 20530, Tel.: (202) 307-2897. 
For Defendant Paris: Jeremiah F. Donovan, 123 Elm Street, Old Saybrook, CT 
06475, Tel.: (860) 388-3750. 

2. Bridgeport & Port Jefferson Steamboat Co. v. Bridgeport Port Auth., Case No. 
3-03-cv-599 

The operator of the ferry service between Bridgeport, Connecticut, and Port 
Jefferson, New York, filed this action challenging a passenger wharfage fee 
imposed by the Bridgeport Port Authority as violating the Commerce Clause of 
the U.S. Constitution. Following a bench trial, I issued a decision detennining 
that the wharfage fee was unconstitutional. 566 F. Supp. 2d 81 (D. Conn. 2008), 
affd, 567 FJd 79 (2d Cir. 2009), cert. denied, 130 S. Ct. 1075 (2010). 

For Plaintiff Ferry Company: Martin Domb, Akerman Senterfitt. 335 Madison 
Avenue, Suite 2600, New York, NY 10017, Tel.: (212) 880-3800; Stewart I. 
Edelstein, Cohen & Wolf, P.C., 1115 Broad Street, Bridgeport, CT 06604, Tel.: 
(203) 368-021 L 
For Defendant Port Authority: Timothy F. Noelker. Thompson Coburn, LLP, 
One U.S. Bank Plaza, St. Louis, MO 63101, Tel.: (314) 552-6091. 
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3. Fenn v. Yale Univ., Case No. 3-96-cv-1647 

The plaintiff, a chemistry professor at Yale University, brought this action for 
ownership of a medical diagnostic invention that he patented. Yale 
counterclaimed that it should own the patent because Fenn committed fraud in 
failing to disclose to Yale the invention while he was on its faculty. Dr. Fenn 
subsequently received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for the invention. Following 
a bench trial, I ruled in favor of Yale and awarded the patent to it. 2005 WL 
327138 (D. Conn. Feb. 8, 2005) (Memorandum of Decision), affd, 184 F. App'x 
21 (2d Cir. 2006); 393 F. Supp. 2d 133 (D. Conn. 2004) (ruling on 
counterclaims); 283 F. Supp. 2d 615 (D. Conn. 2003) (Memorandum of 
Decision), affd, 184 F. App'x 21 (2d Cir. 2006). 

For Plaintiff Dr. Fenn: Hubert J. Santos, Santos & Seeley, P.C., 51 Russ Street, 
Hartford, CT 06106, TeL: (860) 249-6548. 
For Defendant Yale University: Jonathan M. Freiman, Wiggin & Dana, One 
Century Tower, 265 Church Street, New Haven, CT 06508, Tel.: (203) 498-4584. 

4. United States v. Ferguson, Case No. 3-06-cr-137 

This was a criminal prosecution against five senior insurance company executives 
for fraud in connection with the issuance of various SEC filings. All the 
defendants were convicted at trial, and were sentenced to various periods of 
incarceration. Those convictions are presently on appeal before the Second 
Circuit. The following are the various rulings I made in this case: 

2008 WL 5137320 (D. Conn. Dec. 5) 2008) (ruling on motion for 
reconsideration) 
584 F. Supp. 2d 447 (D. Conn. 2008) (ruling on sentencing issues) 
553 F. Supp. 2d 145 (D. Conn. 2008) (ruling on post-trial motions) 
545 F. Supp. 2d 238 (D. Conn. 2008) (ruling on motion in limine) 
2008 WL 113662 (D. Conn. Jan. 5~ 2008) (ruling on motions in limine) 
2008 WL 113660 (D. Conn. Jan. 5, 2008) (ruling on indictment) 
2008 WL 104078 (D. Conn. Jan. 4, 2008) (ruling on Brady and Giglio issues) 
2008 WL 113663 (D. Conn. Jan. 2, 2008) (ruling on motions to quash) 
2007 WL 4591635 (D. Conn. Dec. 28, 2007) (ruling on motions in limine) 
2007 WL 4577303 (D. Conn. Dec. 26, 2007) (ruling on motions to quash and 
compel) 
2007 WL 4556625 (D. Conn. Dec. 20, 2007) (ruling on motions in limine) 
2007 WL 4539646 (D. Conn. Dec. 14,2007) (ruling on motion in limine) 
2007 WL 4240782 (D. Conn. Oct. 30, 2007) (ruling on motions in limine) 
2007 WL 2815068 (D. Conn. Sept. 26, 2007) (ruling on motions to compel and 
quash) 
2007 WL 1793796 (D. Conn. June 19, 2007) (ruling on motion concerning 
peremptory challenges) 
478 F. Supp. 2d 220 (D. Conn. 2007) (ruling on pretrial motions) 
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For the Government: Eric J. Glover, Assistant U.S. Attorney, 157 Church Street, 
New Haven, CT 06510, Tel.: (203) 821 "3700; Raymond E. Patricco, Assistant 
U.S. Attorney, 2100 Jamieson Avenue. Alexandria, VA 22314, Tel.: (703) 299-
3876. 
For Defendant Ferguson: Michael F. Horowitz, Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft, 
LLP, 700 Sixth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001, TeL: (202) 862-2407. 
For Defendant Graham: Alan M. Vinegrad, Covington & Burling LLP, 620 
Eighth Avenue, New York, NY 10018; Tel.: (212) 841-1022. 
For Defendant Milton: Frederick P. Hafetz, Tracy E. Sivitz, Hafetz, Necheles & 
Rocco, 500 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10110, Tel.: (212) 997-7595. 
For Defendant Monrad: Reid H. Weingarten, Steptoe & Johnson, LLP, 1330 
Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20036, Tel.: (202) 429-6238. 
For Defendant Garand: Anthony Pacheco, Proskauer Rose LLP, 2049 Century 
Park East, Los Angeles, CA 90067, Tel.: (310) 284-5647. 

5. Detroit Inst. of Fine Arts v. Rose, Case No. 3-99-cv-21 

This was a dispute over the ownership of the famous Howdy Doody puppet 
between a museum and the heirs of the puppeteer. I decided summary judgment 
in favor ofthe museum, and the parties did not appeal my decision. 127 F. Supp. 
2d 117 (D. Conn. 2001) (ruling on motions for summary jUdgment). 

For Plaintiff Detroit Institute of Fine Arts: Stuart D. Rosen, Bingham 
McCutcheon LLP, One State Street, Hartford, CT 06103, Tel.: (860) 240-2997. 
For Defendants heirs of the puppeteer: Frank N. Eppinger, O'Brien, Stuart, 
Eppinger & Collier, 9 Mason's Island Road, Mystic, CT 06355, TeL (860) 536-
3388. 

6. Doe ex reI. A.N. v. East Haven Bd. ofEduc., Case No. 3-02~cv-780 

This was an action brought on behalf of a female high school student against the 
East Haven Board of Education under Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 
1972. The high school student was the subject of sexual harassment by other 
students at school following her sexual assault. The allegations included that 
teachers and administrators had failed to adequately respond to the harassment. 
After a jury trial, a verdict was returned in the plaintiff's favor and judgment was 
entered. 430 F. Supp. 2d 54 (D. Conn. 2006), a£rd. 200 F. App'x 46 (2d Cir. 
2006). 

For Plaintiff Doe: John R. Williams, 51 Elm Street, New Haven, CT 06510, Tel.: 
(203) 562-9931. 
For Defendant East Haven Board of Education: Hugh F. Keefe, Lynch, Traub, 
Keefe & Errante, 52 Trumbull Street, New Haven, CT 06510, Tel.: (203) 787-
0275. 
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18. Legal Activities: Describe the most significant legal activities you have pursued, 
including significant litigation which did not progress to trial or legal matters that did not 
involve litigation. Describe fully the nature of your participation in these activities. List 
any client(s) or organization(s) for whom you performed lobbying activities and describe 
the lobbying activities you performed on behalf of such client(s) or organizations(s). 
(Note: As to any facts requested in this question, please omit any information protected 
by the attorney-client privilege.) 

I am proud of my efforts as United States Attorney to bring together state, municipal, and 
federal law enforcement officials to attack crime in a cooperative approach. In particular, 
we formed joint task forces in our cities of New Haven, Bridgeport, and Hartford to 
investigate and prosecute violent street gangs. We convicted over 150 gang members of 
federal offenses, including the leaders of the Latin Kings, Los Solidos, and 20-Love. I 
believe this effort significantly reduced violent crime in Connecticut. 

At the same time that we prosecuted street gangs, we initiated programs to rebuild the 
neighborhoods in the cities. Among these efforts were our Weed and Seed sites and the 
Police and Urban Youth Task Force (which was created to try to bring police and young 
people in our cities closer together). 

We also used this cooperative law enforcement model to attack health care fraud, 
environmental abuse, and other areas. We established working groups of federal, state, 
and municipal officials to share intelligence and resources and to present the most 
effective approaches to these problems. 

19. Teaching: What courses have you taught? For each course, state the title, the institution 
at which you taught the course. the years in which you taught the course, and describe 
briefly the subject matter of the course and the major topics taught. If you have a 
syllabus of each course, provide four (4) copies to the committee. 

I have not taught any courses. 

20. Deferred Incomel Future Benefits: List the sources, amounts and dates of all 
anticipated receipts from deferred income arrangements, stock, options, uncompleted 
contracts and other future benefits which you expect to derive from previous business 
relationships, professional services, firm memberships, former employers, clients or 
customers. Describe the arrangements you have made to be compensated in the future 
for any financial or business interest. 

None. 

21. Outside Commitments During Court Service: Do you have any plans, commitments, 
or agreements to pursue outside employment, with or without compensation, during your 
service with the court? If so, explain. 

No. 
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