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The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman, Judiciary Committee
433 Russell Senate Office Bldg
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

January 26, 2009

Martha Purcell Rogers

Offices In
Maryland
Washington, D.C.
Virginia

I am writing in support of President Obama's nomination of Lanny A. Breuer for
Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal Division of the United States Department of Justice.

You are no doubt familiar with his resume and the outstanding academic credentials and
legal experience he would bring to the job. What may not be evident from his resume are his
personal characteristics and values that make him ideally suited for this important position. It is
Lanny's intelligence, sense of fairness and integrity that most qualify him to be Assistant
Attorney General. As a former prosecutor for the Department of Justice myself and a white
collar defense attorney, I have seen Lanny's evenhandedness and sound decision making in
action.

Lenny will ensure that the Criminal Division is a proper dispenser of justice. He's the
best.

If you have any questions, please contact me at the above number or at 202-393-4333.

Sincerely,

~c9W
MarthaP.Rogers ~
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The Honorable Patrick Leahy
United States Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Lanny A. Breuer

Dear Senator Leahy:

I am addressing you as the Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary. I
wholeheartedly support the nomination ofLanny Breuer, who is among the best lawyers in the
United States, to be Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Criminal Division.

I have known Lanny for over ten years, both personally and professionally and have the
highest regard for his ability, ethics, and dedication. I have no hesitation in supporting this
nomination and believe Lanny will bring integrity and honor to this position.

You may recall when we sat together during the impeachment trial of former President
Clinton at a time when Monica Lewinsky, my client, was a witness at the Mayflower Hotel.

Sincerely,

,- ..
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January 28,2009

Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chainnan
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-6275

RE: 1anny Breuer

Dear Senator Leahy:

BEIJING
BRUSSELS
FRANKFURT
HONG KONG
LONDON
MOSCOW
MUNICH
PARIS

SINGAPORE
SYDNEY
TOKYO

TORONTO
VIENNA

I am writing to you to convey my support ofthe nomination of Lanny
Breuer, Esquire to become the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Criminal
Division at the Department of Justice. I am a senior partner in the Washington, DC
office of Skadden, Arps. In my career of over forty years, and after my service as an
Assistant Umted States Attorney here in Washington, I specialized in the defense and
trial of white collar criminal ca~,es.

I have known Ll:.nny for over twelve years. I first met him shortly
after he entered private practice after he departed the District Attorney's office in
Manhattan. Since that time he and I have collaborated on a number of cases, and we
have developed a professional relationship. I believe that over the number of years
that I have come to know Lann), he is without question an accomplished and skillful
lawyer. He is a fair and compa:;sionate individual and I am confident that with his
experience both as a prosecutor and in the private sector, he has the experience,
wisdom, judgment and insight 10 guide the Department of Justice's Criminal Division
and is prepared to take on the n:sponsibi1ities awaiting him.

For these reasons, I urge you and your committee to act favorably on
his nomination.

Sincerely,

"~-~.rL
Robert S. Bennett

http://www.skadden.com


January 29,2009

Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
United States Senate
Committee on the Judiciary
199 Main Street, 4th Floor
Burlington, VT 05401

Dear Senator Leahy:

SI[)LEY AUSTIN LLP
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WASHINGTON, D.C.

I am writing to you to convey my enthusiastic support of the nomination of Mr. Lanny
Breuer to become the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Criminal Division at the
Department of Justice. I am a senior partner in the Washington, DC office of Sidley Austin. In
my career of over forty years, and after my service as an Assistant United States Attorney here in
Washington, I specialized in the defense and trial of white collar criminal cases.

I have known Lanny for over fifteen years. I fust met him shortly after he entered private
practice after he departed the District Attorney's office in Manhattan. Since that time he and I
have collaborated on a number of cases, and we have developed both a professional and social
relationship. As a result I have come to know him very well. He is without question an
accomplished and skillful lawyer who possesses a keen intellect. Furthermore his integrity is
beyond reproach, and he enjoys the respect and admiration of the legal community in which we
both work. Because of his experience both as a prosecutor and in the private sector, he has the
experience, wisdom and insight to guide the Department's Criminal Division. He truly is ably
suited and prepared to take on the responsibilities awaiting him. For these reasons I urge you
and your committee to act favorably on his nomination.

I appreciate your consideration of my remarks.

Thomas C. Green

Sidley Austin LLP is a limited liability pertnership practicing in affiliation with other Sidley Austin partnerships
DC1 1309930v.2
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February 5, 2009

Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
United States Senate
Chair, Committee on the Judiciary
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

DLA Piper LLP (US)

500 8th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004
www.dlapiper.com

Earl J. Silbert

I am writing to you to support the nomination of Mr. Lanny Breuer to become the
Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Criminal Division at the Department of Justice. I am
a partner in the Washington, DC office ofDLA Piper, having previously served as both an
Assistant U.S. Attorney here in Washington and also as United States Attorney for nearly fifteen
years. In private practice, I specialize in the defense and trial of white collar criminal cases.

I have known Mr. Breuer for many years, both when he worked in the White House
Counsel's Office and in private practice. He is without question an experienced and skillful
lawyer. His trial skills and integrity are considered excellent by his peers as witnessed by his
being voted a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers. Because of his service both as a
prosecutor and in the private sector, he has the experience, wisdom and insight to lead the
Department's Criminal Division. He is ably suited and prepared to take on the important
responsibilities awaiting him. I urge you and your committee to act favorably on his nomination.

I thank you for your consideration of my recommendation of Mr. Breuer.

Sincerely yours,

Earl J. Silbert

EAST\42343621.1

http://www.dlapiper.com
































 
 
 
February 19, 2009 
 
Senator Patrick Leahy     Senator Arlen Specter 
Chairman      Ranking Member 
Senate Committee on Judiciary    Senate Committee on Judiciary    
Dirksen Room 224     Dirksen Room 152   
Washington, D.C. 20510     Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter: 
 
On behalf of the 56 state and territory domestic violence coalition members of the National Network to End 
Domestic Violence (NNEDV), I am pleased to express support for the nomination of Lanny A. Breuer, as 
Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division at the U.S. Department of Justice.  

With more than twenty years as a distinguished attorney, Mr. Breuer has the acumen to lead the Criminal 
Division and enforce federal criminal laws.  As co-chair of Covington & Burling’s White Collar Defense and 
Investigations practice group, Mr. Breuer skillfully litigated high-profile corporate and political cases 
involving complex legal issues.  Having served as Special Counsel to President Clinton, Mr. Breuer advised 
the President and White House staff on all legal matters, including congressional oversight investigations 
and the presidential impeachment proceedings.  Mr. Breuer has received numerous honors, including 
named a fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers and was selected as a top white collar criminal 
defense lawyer in the 2009 edition of Best Lawyers in America.   

We applaud President Obama for his selection of Mr. Breuer to be the Assistant Attorney General for the 
Criminal Division at the Department of Justice.  President Obama’s choice of Mr. Breuer reflects the 
commitment of the Obama-Biden Administration to assisting victims of crime --including crimes against 
women.  Mr. Breuer’s illustrious career as a leading litigator makes him an excellent candidate for Assistant 
Attorney General and I am certain that his leadership will greatly benefit victims.  NNEDV urges his swift 
confirmation.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Tralonne R. Shorter, Public 
Policy Director at or via email at . 

Sincerely, 

 

Sue Else 
President 
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February 20,2009 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman 
The Honorable Arlen Specter, Ranking Member 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
SD-224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 10 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter: 

As the National President of the Federal Law Enforcement 
Officers Association (FLEOA), a 26,000 member nonprofit, 
nonpartisan organization representing federal law enforcement 
officers, I am writing to you in support of the appointment of 
Lanny Breuer for the position of Assistant Attorney General 
for the Criminal Division. 

FLEOA's membership includes criminal investigators and 
officers from over 60 Federal law enforcement agencies 
including the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Bureau of 
Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms, Department of Justice, Office 
of the Inspector General, United States Marshals Service and 
many others. All of our members serving in these agencies 
have sacrificed a great deal while supporting their agency's 
formidable mission. They are the frontline of our nation's 
defense, and we need to ensure that they are led by a qualified 
team of professionals who have consummate experience in law 
enforcement issues. 

As Assistant Attorney General for the United States, Lanny 
Breuer will manage the Criminal Division and will work 
closely with with the 93 United States Attorney's across our 
nation. His position will be of the utmost importance to all 
Federal criminal investigators. 

Mr. Breuer started his career as a prosecutor for the Manhattan 
District Attorney's Office in New York. While at the 
Manhattan DA's Office Mr. Breuer prosecuted a wide range of 
criminal cases. He then went into private practice defending 
white collar criminal cases and later was appointed as Special 
Counsel during the Clinton administration. 

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 



Mr. Breuer has been asked to be a part of the President's and 
Attorney General's team to implement the Obama-Biden 
Administration's priorities of strong law enforcement, and a 
restoration of robust state and local support. 

I am confident that Lanny Breuer possesses the requisite 
knowledge, experience and and leadership ability that will 
serve as an asset to the Department of Justice and to the 
American people. 

Please don't hesitate to call should you require any additional 
input from FLEOA regarding the qualifications of Mr. Breuer. 
We look forward to working with him and other senior 
members of the Department of Justice in the coming year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

f=i J. Adler 
National President 

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 











ANDREW M. CUOMO
Attorney General

February 23, 2009

STATE OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

120 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, NY 10271 (212) 416-8050

Honorable Patrick Leahy
United States Senate
Committee on the Judiciary
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-4502

Honorable Arlen Specter
United States Senate
Committee on the Judiciary
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-3802

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter:

I write in support of President Barack Obama's nomination of Lanny Breuer for the position of Assistant
Attorney General in the United States Justice Department's Criminal Division.

Mr. Breuer has been asked by President Obama to be an integral part of the Justice Department team that
will be charged with implementing the new administration's priorities, including strengthening law
enforcement, fighting corporate crime, and restoring long-missing robust federal support for, and relations
\\{ith, state and local law enforcement. The need for a strong leader to oversee these priorities is crucial
and I believe Mr. Breuer's extensive and varied experience makes him the right person for this important
job.

With a background that includes prosecutorial experience investigating and prosecuting a range of
criminal cases, serving as a white collar defense attorney, and serving as a special counsel in the Clinton
Administration, Mr. Breuer is no stranger to the issues that would fall under his jurisdiction should he be
confirmed. Based on his experience and past performance, I am confident he will provide leadership in
all of these areas.

Manhattan District Attorney Robert Morgenthau, for whom Mr. Breuer served as an Assistant District
Attorney, has already written in strong support of his nomination. I am honored to join with D.A.
Morgenthau in encouraging swift confirmation of Lanny Breuer as Assistant Attorney General for the
Criminal Division of the United States Justice Department.

Warmest regards.

Sincerel~ J ..1
/" .~ . [/::>l...
...•~-:?" cc. --.

,/

ANDREW M. CUOMO



PETER BENSINGER

February 23, 2009

JACK LAWN ASA HUTCHINSON

Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman
Honorable Arlen Specter, Ranking Member
United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary
2245 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Lanny Breuer - Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division, U.S. Dept. of Justice

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter,

We are writing you to support the nomination of Mr. Lanny Breuer to be Assistant Attorney General for the
Criminal Division of the U.S. Department of Justice. As former Administrators ofthe U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration, we understand the significance of this position and are confident that Mr.
Breuer will discharge his responsibilities with integrity and effectiveness. We are familiar with Mr.
Breuer's professional background and are confident that his leadership of the criminal division will service
the country and the Department of Justice very well.

Mr. Breuer has served as an Assistant District Attorney in New York City under the direction of Bob
Morgenthau who also endorses his appointment. He has extensive experience not only in criminal law, but
with pharmaceutical litigation, national security matters, public integrity issues and international fraud.
Mr. Breuer recognizes the importance of working closely with law enforcement agencies and has been
recognized by his peers for his reputation for fairness and integrity. We recommend him to the Judiciary
Committee for the position of Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division of the United States
Department of Justice.

Sincerely,

~¥t--
Former Adminis~o~ ....
u.s. Drug Enforcement Administration
(1976 -1981)

134 N. LaSalle, Ste.2200
Chicago, IL 60602

~J Lawn
F rmer Administrator
U S. Drug Enforcement Administration
(1 85 -1990)

51318 East Church
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

A~
Former Administrator
U.s. Drug Enforcement Administration
(2001 - 2003)

3300 Market Street, Ste. 404
Rogers, Arkansas 72758
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February 24, 2009 
 
The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy,  
Chairman  
The Honorable Arlen Specter,  
Ranking Member  
Senate Committee on the Judiciary  
SD-224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C.  20510-6275 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter: 
 
On behalf of more than 22,000 drug court professionals - representing 
judges, prosecutors, public defenders, probation officers, law 
enforcement officers, court administrations, substance abuse treatment 
professionals and community leaders - it gives me great pride to 
support the nomination of Lanny A. Breuer for the position of 
Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal Justice Division at the 
Department of Justice (DOJ). 
 
From his experience as successful criminal prosecutor, Special Counsel 
in the Clinton Administration, and more recently in private practice 
working on a wide range of high profile and complex legal cases, Mr. 
Breuer has demonstrated that he has the depth and experience to 
uphold public trust and help restore integrity to the Criminal Division 
at the DOJ.  In addition, as a former prosecutor Mr. Breuer is ideally 
suited to ensure the strong enforcement against dangerous criminals 
while restoring a robust relationship with state and local law 
enforcement officials.  
 
Thank you in advance for consideration of our support. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
C. West Huddleston, III 
Chief Executive Officer and 
Executive Director 

 



 
  
 
      February 24, 2009 
 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman 
The Honorable Arlen Specter, Ranking Member 
United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
  
Dear Senators Leahy and Specter: 
  
On behalf of the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC), I 
am writing to express our strong support of the nomination of Lanny Breuer as 
the Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division of the U.S. Department 
of Justice.  
  
For 25 years NCMEC has worked very closely with the Justice Department. 
Many of our congressionally-authorized duties require frequent interaction with 
the Criminal Division, specifically the Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section. 
We have testified before congressional committees alongside previous Assistant 
Attorneys General for the Criminal Division on our issues, policies and common 
goals in the fight against child sexual exploitation.  
  
Mr. Breuer is deeply committed to helping to prevent child victimization. He 
has visited NCMEC and seen first-hand the programs and services that NCMEC 
provides to federal law enforcement and prosecutors, as well as to state and local 
agencies. His experience as a former prosecutor and defense attorney, as well as 
his dedication to public service, greatly enhance this commitment. As a former 
Special Counsel to President Clinton, he is adept at handling sensitive matters, 
which will prove invaluable in the Criminal Division's work involving child 
victims of sexual exploitation. 
  
The Justice Department and the children of America will benefit from Mr. 
Breuer's leadership. I am confident that he will serve with honor and integrity. 
The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children is pleased to offer its 
unqualified support of his nomination. 
  

Sincerely, 
  
  
Ernie Allen 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer 
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      25 February 2009 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
The Honorable Arlen Specter 
Committee on the Judiciary 
U. S. Senate 
433 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
 RE: Recommendation of Lanny A. Breuer to be Assistant Attorney General of  
  the Criminal Division 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter: 
 
 On behalf of the National District Attorneys Association, the oldest and largest 
national association of State and local prosecutors, I wish to convey our support for 
Lanny Breuer to become the Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal Division of the 
Department of Justice. 
 
 State and local prosecutors handle 95% of the criminal prosecutions nationally; 
yet too often we feel that our perspective is not heard in Washington.  Mr. Breuer met 
with president-elect Chiles and me.  His experiences as an assistant district attorney in 
Manhattan, from misdemeanors to felony gang trials to murder give him a perspective 
that prosecutors who have only seen the federal system lack.  He left prosecution because 
of the need to deal with student loans.  As implementation and funding of the John R. 
Justice Prosecutors and Defenders Incentive Act is a top priority for NDAA, we have Mr. 
Breuer’s understanding and assurance he will be a supporter of that effort.   
 
 Mr. Breuer has been involved in complex litigation, has served as a trainer in 
litigation programs and appreciates the need for top caliber training for state and local 
prosecutors.  His assistance in implementing training for state and local prosecutors at the 
National Advocacy Center will benefit the entire criminal justice system. 
 
 Mr. Breuer has assured us that he will work to improve working relationships and 
communication between the various law enforcement and prosecution systems.  He has 
promised to maintain contacts with NDAA.  Based on his experience and responses we 
urge the Judiciary Committee members to give him a favorable confirmation vote. 
 
      Sincerely, 

      

National District Attorneys Association 
44 Canal Center Plaza, Suite 110, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
7 0 3 . 5 4 9 . 9 2 2 2 / 7 0 3 . 8 6 3 . 3 1 9 5 F a x 
www. n d a a . o r g 

To Be the Voice of America’s Prosecutors and to Support Their Efforts to Protect the Rights and Safety of the People 

 



      Joseph I. Cassilly    
                                                             President  
                                                                        National District Attorneys Association  





 

 
February 28, 2009 

 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman 
The Honorable Arlen Specter, Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. Senate 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 224 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

Re: Nomination of Lanny Breuer to be Assistant Attorney General 
for the Criminal Division, U.S. Department of Justice 

 
Dear Senators Leahy and Specter: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to explain why I believe Lanny Breuer is an ideal candidate to be 
Assistant Attorney General of the United States for the Criminal Division. 
 
I assume you have heard from many others about Lanny Breuer's intelligence, his skill as an 
advocate, and his high standards of personal and professional ethics. In this letter I wish to 
highlight another important quality, given the position for which he has been nominated by 
President Barack Obama: he is committed to making American neighborhoods safe places to live 
and raise children. I know this to be true because I have seen him live this commitment through 
action. 
 
To defend this statement requires me to digress and explain the circumstances through which we 
met. In 1990, I moved to 821 Elder St in Washington, DC with my wife Dr. Margaret Blair. 
Our house was just east of the main gate of Walter Reed Army Medical Center, in a 
neighborhood of modest houses sandwiched between Shepherd Park on the west and Takoma 
Park, Maryland on the east. The neighborhood did not have a name, though we later gave it one: 
G-FEDDS, shorthand for "Georgia, Fern, Elder, Dahlia, Dogwood and connecting numbered 
streets." 
 
Margaret and I now live in Nashville, Tennessee, but we look back on our years on Elder Street 
with great fondness. It was one of those neighborhoods that people talk about but rarely see in 
America: a mix of renters and homeowners, retirees and young couples, integrated by race and 
class, and all within a long walk or a short drive from the Metro and small businesses ranging 
from a Caribbean ice cream store to great Mexican food. 



 
Shortly after we moved in I asked a neighbor about the firecrackers, which seemed to go off 
randomly during the night. He laughed, and patiently explained: what I thought was the sound of 
firecrackers was actually gunfire. He speculated that there was renewed competition for control 
over the lucrative drug market at Fern and Georgia, two short blocks from my house, or perhaps 
the dealers were having trouble collecting on their debts. 
 
Conversations had been going on for some time among my neighbors about what to do, and 
shortly after that first exchange I was invited with others to meet Mr. James Foreman, a well 
known organizer from Anacostia.  Foreman was an advocate of direct nonviolent action against 
drug dealing. He explained that the best way to disrupt a drug market was to on 
bright orange hats and go during the peak of drug-selling hours and stand. To be frank, I was 
stunned. My way of dealing with such problems was to have meetings and dialogue. Forman 
answered, "What we need to do is to walk. Starting tomorrow night." 
 
It was with considerable trepidation that seven of us donned bright orange hats given to us by 
Mr. Foreman the next evening, walked to the corner of Fern and Georgia, and stood at the front 
door of the Hummingbird Restaurant. 
 
The small knot of drug dealers working the corner sauntered away, and for the next two hours 
the drug market was shut down. We were elated until Mr. Foreman explained that we needed to 
come back the next night, and the next. 
 
For several months we followed his advice, and for two hours each evening things settled down. 
Unfortunately, the market reopened as soon as we left each night. We learned a lot by walking 
together and talking to police officers, neighbors, and anyone else who would stop by.  It became 
apparent that, as long as the Hummingbird remained open, our efforts would be unavailing. It 
was the dealers' headquarters and a cover for their buyers. 
 
Armed with this knowledge we went to the law firm of Covington & Burling and asked if a 
member of the firm would be willing to represent our neighborhood to seek an injunction to 
close the Bar. The person who volunteered to represent us on a pro bono basis was Lanny 
Breuer. 
 
Lanny represented the G-FEDDS neighborhood for the next two years, and I noticed several 
things about him. Although we were a pro hono client of the firm, he treated us with the utmost 
respect and deference. Our group included retired postal workers as well as PhD's, and he 
listened attentively to each person. He was at ease with people of all ages and races and they 
quickly accepted him as "our lawyer." More important than anything else, he communicated to 
us that our desire for a safe neighborhood was as legitimate and important as the constitutional 
claims that might normally be the subject of pro bono work at Covington & Burling. 
 
Not only was he sympathetic with our cause, he pursued a legal strategy that empowered us 
instead of leaving us in the back of the courtroom. Rather than pursue a nuisance theory in court 
which could have taken years for discovery and trial, he dug into the law governing 
bars and restaurants that sell alcohol. He discovered that the Hummingbird was licensed as a 



restaurant although it acted like a bar, and furthermore the prior owner had sold it to the current 
operator without approval by the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Board. 
 
I will not go into the legal arguments, except to say that the law and rules governing liquor 
stores, bars and restaurants that sell alcoholic beverages in DC are as arcane and complex as 
planned unit developments or bank fraud. Lanny fashioned an argument that persuaded the ABC 
Board to treat the Hummingbird's application for a license as a new one rather than a renewal; 
by statute, a new license application, as distinguished from a renewal, was subject to a special 
process for review by the neighbors; it would be automatically denied if a petition in opposition 
were to be signed by 75% of the registered voters living within 1,000 feet. This automatic 
rejection mechanism was extremely important, as the ABC Board was well-known for leaning 
over backwards to take care of bar and restaurant owners. 
 
After Lanny won this ruling we gathered signatures from over 90% of the registered voters living 
within 1000 feet of the Hummingbird. The owners' attorney later challenged the signatures and 
the whole process, but he was no match for Lanny. The license was denied, the Hummingbird 
was closed, drug buyers and sellers apparently felt too exposed to make their deals without the 
restaurant for cover, and the drug market went away. 
 
This certainly did not solve all problems in the neighborhood. The neighborhood later took legal 
action to close two crack houses and block an attempt to reopen the Hummingbird, but Lanny's 
capable representation was a turning point in several ways: 
 

 Lanny helped the neighborhood stand up against a powerful drug dealing organization for 
the first time, giving us a feeling that we had both power and moral authority. 

 Lanny's involvement drew the attention of the police and the prosecutor (it helped that 
the dealers slashed the tires on my car and sprayed graffiti over fences and walls, flouting 
the neighborhood in a way law enforcement could not ignore). The "Fern Street Crew," 
as they were known, would eventually become the subject of the first RICO action filed 
by Eric Holder after he became U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia. 

 Finally, Lanny set an important precedent among major law firms in Washington, DC 
when he chose to represent our neighborhood and defend our right to a safe and secure 
environment. Up until that time, there was a sort of "glass ceiling" that restricted pro 
bono work to individual rights, constitutional claims and the representation of indigent 
clients. This was one of the first cases in DC where a big firm accepted a middle class 
neighborhood as its client, or the eradication of a drug market is the goal of 
representation. Repeated many times since, Lanny was the one who did it first; many 
neighborhoods in DC benefitted subsequently. 

 
I have a vivid recollection of the raucous celebration of our victory that took place at a Mexican 
restaurant one block away from the shuttered Hummingbird. In a small way, the feelings that 
would be experienced by millions of Americans on Inauguration day, 2009 were present that 
night. White and Black, Latino and Anglo, old and young, old-timers and newly arrived families, 
a K street law firm and a middle class neighborhood, together we had done a good thing. It was a 



moment to savor. 
 
We made Lanny speak last, and after our applause died down he delivered a brief response. In 
the process he revealed one other personal characteristic that will serve him well as an Assistant 
Attorney General. Several speakers had called him "the essential man" in our crusade, but 
he would have none of it.  His comments went far beyond a ritual demurral, and beneath the 
words was sincere humility, a clear recognition that no one person alone, not even one as gifted 
as he, accomplishes meaningful change without others working alongside who deserve as much 
credit, or more.   
 
Washington is full of people who take credit for other people's accomplishments in order to build 
up their ego and clout.  Lanny Breuer is just the opposite, and I predict that this attribute will 
inspire people around him to do their best, for the Department and also for him. 
 
I conclusion, words are cheap, so I prefer to judge people by their actions.  Lanny Breuer 
invested time, energy, creativity and resourcefulness to make my neighborhood in DC a safer 
place for people to live and raise children. Along the way he demonstrated qualities that our 
country needs in the Assistant Attorney General of the United States for the Criminal Division. I 
hope you will promptly confirm him. 
 
 
Sincerely Yours, 

 
Director, The Advocacy Project 
Adjunct Professor of Law 
Vanderbilt Law School 
131 21st Ave, So., 
Nashville, TN 37203 
 
Email:  r
Office phone:  
Cell Phone:  

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 3, 2009 

 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy  The Honorable Arlen Specter 

Chairman     Ranking Member  

Committee on the Judiciary  Committee on the Judiciary 

U.S. Senate    U.S. Senate 

Washington, DC 20510   Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Messrs. Leahy and Specter: 

 

On behalf of the Major Cities Chiefs, I am writing to support the 

nomination of Lanny A. Breuer to become Assistant Attorney General 

of the Criminal Division.  The Major Cities Chiefs represents the 56 

largest jurisdictions across the Nation.   

 

Mr. Breuer has a distinguished career and we welcome his pledge to 

strengthen the partnership between state and local law enforcement 

and the Department of Justice.   

 

After meeting with Mr. Breuer, we found him open and very interested 

in the concerns of our members and look forward to working with him 

throughout his term.  The Criminal Division and the U.S. Attorneys he 

will lead are crucial in our mutual efforts to control crime and drug 

trafficking in our cities.   

 

American law enforcement has always looked to you for leadership 

and we again turn to you to move the nomination of Lanny A. Breuer 

quickly through the confirmation process. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

  

Robert Davis 

Chief of Police 

 San Jose, California  

Vice President 

 

 













 
 
 
March 9, 2009 
 
 
Honorable Patrick Leahy    Honorable Arlen Specter 
Chairman      Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on the Judiciary    Committee on the Judiciary  
United States Senate      United States Senate 
433 Russell Senate Office Building   711 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 
 
Re: Nomination of Lanny Breuer for Assistant Attorney General 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy and Senator Specter: 
 
As organizations that have been working for decades to end domestic violence, dating violence 
sexual assault and stalking, we are writing to express our strong support for the nomination of 
Lanny Breuer to serve as Assistant Attorney General to lead the U.S. Department of Justice 
Criminal Division.  We are confident that, through his leadership of this Division, he will work 
closely with groups like ours to identify and meet the most important needs of victims and 
survivors of domestic and sexual violence and their families. 
 
As you know, the Criminal Division, which Mr. Breuer would lead, develops, enforces, and 
supervises the enforcement of federal criminal laws. Among those would be the federal violence 
against women statutes and the victims of trafficking statutes.  Mr. Breuer evinces an 
understanding of the responsibilities of a prosecutor to represent the government in a manner that 
treats crime victims with fairness, dignity and respect. 
  
Mr. Breuer started his successful career as a prosecutor in Manhattan where he spent almost five 
years investigating and prosecuting range of criminal cases. He’s currently a partner at the law 
firm of Covington & Burling where he is vice-chair of the firm’s Pro Bono Committee.  While 
Mr. Breuer has limited direct experience working on cases involving domestic and sexual 
violence, he is quick to point out that “I know what I don’t know.”  He has expressed a sincere 
commitment to work with domestic and sexual violence experts and advocates to learn the issues 
critical to protecting victims and holding perpetrators accountable for their crimes. 
  
Mr. Breuer has been asked to be part of the President's and Attorney General's team to 
implement the Obama-Biden Administration's priorities of assisting victims of crime, 
strengthening and supporting crime prevention programs, restoring robust federal support for 
state and local law enforcement, and reviving a close working relationship with state and local 
organizations.  With Attorney General Eric Holder at the helm of the Justice Department, and 
Lanny Breuer as one of his key deputies, we are confident that victims of violence, including 
women and children who have been brutalized by domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
violence and stalking, will be well served by his leadership at the Department of Justice. 



 
We appreciate your consideration of our recommendation, and respectfully urge your 
confirmation of Lanny Breuer. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Juley Fulcher at Break the Cycle, 202-
824-0707. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Break the Cycle 
National Network to End Domestic Violence 





 
 

1875 connecticut avenue, nw ~ suite 650 ~ washington, dc 20009 ~ phone: 202.986.2600 ~ fax: 202.986.2539  
email: info@nationalpartnership.org ~ web: www.nationalpartnership.org     

 

 
March 9, 2009 
 
 
Dear Senator: 
 
The National Partnership for Women & Families is proud to support the nomination of Lanny 
Breuer for Assistant Attorney General for the Justice Department’s Criminal Division.  Mr. 
Breuer possesses a wealth of experience in all aspects of criminal practice and is highly qualified 
for this position. 
 
The National Partnership is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that uses public education and 
advocacy to promote fairness in the workplace, quality health care, and policies that help women 
and men meet the dual demands of work and family.  For over 30 years, we have fought against 
discrimination and fought for equal justice in the workplace.  This includes working to ensure 
that the crimes where women are more likely to be victims, such as gender-related hate crimes, 
human trafficking, and domestic violence, are treated seriously.  The position of Assistant 
Attorney General for the Justice Department’s Criminal Division oversees all of these issues and 
can have an important effect on women’s lives and safety.   
 
We strongly believe that Mr. Breuer will carry out his duties at the Criminal Division with care, 
excellence, and attention to our shared concerns for protection of victims and crime prevention.  
As an experienced former Assistant U.S. Attorney and a partner at Covington & Burling, Mr. 
Breuer has represented numerous clients in complex, high-profile matters and repeatedly has 
been chosen as one of the best lawyers and litigators—not only in the region, but throughout the 
nation.  Mr. Breuer has earned bipartisan praise for his integrity, persistence, and legal acumen, 
and will bring these qualities to bear to restore confidence in a Department which has lately 
suffered from improper politicization and loss of morale. 
 
Lanny Breuer would bring diverse experience and a sterling reputation to the job of Assistant 
Attorney General for the Criminal Division.  In consideration of these attributes, we ask that you 
join with us in enthusiastic support of his nomination. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Debra Ness 
President 
 







Jo Ann Harris 
Attorney at Law 

202 Riverside Drive, 6C 
New York, NY  10025 

 
     

         March 10, 2009 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 
433 Russell Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
The Honorable Arlen Specter 
Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary Committee 
711 Hart Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 Re:  Lanny Breuer, nominee DOJ AAG, Criminal Division 
 
Dear Senators Leahy and Specter: 
 
 The President has nominated Lanny Breuer for the position of Assistant Attorney 
General in charge of the Criminal Division of the United States Department of Justice.  I 
write to support his nomination. 
 
 You may remember that I have “some” knowledge about what it takes to run the 
Department’s Criminal Division, having done it in the early-1990s.  In my judgment, the 
country is best served by an AAG with a strong, independent sense of fairness and justice 
which comes from broad exposure to all aspects of our criminal justice system, as a 
policy-maker, a prosecutor, a defense attorney and a trial lawyer. Moreover, to effectively 
manage the Division, the AAG needs to command the respect of a whole pantheon of 
individuals ranging from the Attorney General, to the United States Attorneys, to the 
career lawyers and agents on the ground. Mr. Breuer brings all of this to the job. In 
addition, in the present economic climate, his experience in the white collar enforcement 
arena is particularly important and relevant. 
 
 I urge you to quickly confirm Lanny Breuer.   
  
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Jo Ann Harris 
      Former Assistant Attorney General 
      Criminal Division (1993-95) 
      United States Department of Justice  
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March 16, 2009

BY HAND

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Nomination of Lanny A. Breuer

Dear Senators Leahy and Specter:

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
New York London Charlotte Washington Beijing

1201 F Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20004
Tel 202 862 2200 Fax 202 862 2400
www.cadwalader.com

I write in strong support of the nomination of Lanny A. Breuer to be the next Assistant
Attorney General of the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice.

I had the honor of serving in the leadership of the Criminal Division during both the Clinton
Administration (as Deputy Assistant Attorney General and Chief of Staff, 1999-2000) and the
Bush Administration (as Chief of Staff, 2001-2002). From my first-hand experience, I fully
appreciate the vital role that the Criminal Division plays in a wide range of critical issues
facing our country, including the investigation and prosecution of white collar crime, the fight
against cybercrime, the protection of our children from online predators, and the development
of close working relationships with law enforcement agencies around the world. I also had the
privilege during my service to work closely with two truly outstanding leaders of the Criminal
Division, James K. Robinson and Michael Chertoff, and to see how they dealt with significant
challenges every day.

In my opinion, Lanny Breuer will prove to be an outstanding leader of the Criminal Division. I
have known Lanny for several years now as a result of our professional experiences as defense
counsel, including our participation in the Edward Bennett Williams Inn of Court.
Additionally, as a result of my prior service as a federal prosecutor in the Southern District of
New York and Lanny's former service as an Assistant District Attorney in Manhattan, I have

Michael E. Horowitz Tel Fax

http://www.cadwalader.com
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Hon. Patrick J. Leahy
Hon. Arlen Specter
March 16,2009

come to appreciate the outstanding reputation that Lanny developed as both a prosecutor and
trial lawyer. I also have spent considerable time recently speaking with Lanny about the
Criminal Division and the many challenges that he is likely to face if confirmed. Given
Lanny's wealth of criminal law experience, his impressive legal credentials, and his
impeccable reputation for integrity and honesty, I have no doubt that he will aggressively
pursue the mandate of the Criminal Division while at the same time recognizing the
importance of prosecutorial discretion and the fair administration of justice.

In sum, Lanny has the wisdom and demonstrated judgment that should be expected of someone
who has been chosen to lead the Criminal Division. I know he will be an outstanding Assistant
Attorney General, and I support his nomination without reservation.

Very truly yours,

!i~~~~
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