February 16, 2012

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman

The Honorable Chuck Grassley
Ranking Member

United States Senate

Committee on the Judiciary

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Re:  Nomination of Richard Gary Taranto as Circuit Judge,
United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Grassley:

We write in enthusiastic support of the nomination of Richard Taranto to the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, and urge his prompt hearing and confirmation. We are
lawyers who are familiar both with the docket of the Federal Circuit and with Richard’s own
work and character. We know Richard, as a lawyer and a person, in different ways: he has been
co-counsel to some of us, opposing counsel to others, a colleague to still others, but an asset to
all. We come from diverse backgrounds and varying affiliations, but we are united in our
admiration for Richard’s skills as a lawyer and our respect for his integrity, his civility, his
judgment, and his sense of fair play.

We believe that Richard is ideally suited to carry out the tasks assigned to the Federal
Circuit, which include deciding cases involving international trade, government contracts,
patents, trademarks, certain money claims against the United States government, federal
personnel, veterans’ benefits, and public safety officers’ benefits claims. Richard’s intelligence,
independence, judgment, and temperament would make him a welcome addition to any court.
But Richard is especially experienced in appellate work and the particular legal issues that
dominate the docket of the Federal Circuit. He clerked on the U.S. Supreme Court for Associate
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. He served the United States for several years as an Assistant to
the Solicitor General. In private practice, he has represented a wide range of clients before the
U.S. Supreme Court and in the U.S. Courts of Appeals, including arguing 20 times in the Federal
Circuit. He has served, since 2009, as a member of the Appellate Rules Advisory Committee for
the United States Judicial Conference.

Richard also has deep substantive knowledge of patent law. As anyone can attest who
has engaged Richard on a question of patent law — whether in conversation or in court — Richard
has devoted extraordinary attention to understanding the manner in which our patent laws
function. That is why Harvard Law School invited him to teach a course there in patent law,
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which he did with distinction. Such expertise in patent law would be important for any nominee
to the court of appeals exclusively charged with superintending patent litigation, but all the more
so now, when patent law is receiving heightened attention from both the Supreme Court and
from the political branches. Richard’s combination of substantive knowledge and intellect suits
him perfectly to the position for which he has been nominated.

These qualifications themselves make Richard rare, but it is his other attributes that make
Richard a superlative choice for the Federal Circuit. He is judicious in temperament, analyzing
issues with the greatest care and thoughtfulness. He is precise, both in his written advocacy and
in his oral presentation, avoiding hyperbole and ensuring accuracy. He is also a complete master
of the issues he confronts. His 25 years of appellate practice have made him highly
accomplished in the kind of writing required of appellate judges. He knows the importance of
fidelity to law, clarity, candor, vigor, and responsiveness.

Richard is, moreover — and notwithstanding his experience and talents — exceptionally
modest with a deeply ingrained habit of civility; he solicits the views of others, and hears them
out with patience and respect before offering his own views. Not only in court, but in private
interactions, with co-counsel, colleagues, and lawyers who are adverse to his clients, Richard
maintains his equanimity and politeness and engages in calm, reason-based discussion. As an
illustration, for many years Richard has participated in scores of moot court sessions at the
Georgetown University Law Center Supreme Court Institute. This is a forum where advocates
practice their arguments prior to a Supreme Court oral argument before a panel of lawyers who
volunteer their time for the sole purpose of serving the Court by improving the quality of
advocacy before it. Because Richard is held in such high regard by members of the Supreme
Court Bar, no one is more frequently requested to serve on a Supreme Court Institute moot court
panel than Richard. His ability to identify vulnerabilities in legal arguments and his willingness
to offer constructive advice to counsel are legend and the Supreme Court Institute has repeatedly
singled him out for his extraordinary service. His appointment will serve the collegiality of the
Federal Circuit bench and add to the quality of the oral arguments before that Court.

We expect that the Senate, after full inquiry, will see the virtues we know from first-hand
experience. Richard Taranto has exceptional legal ability*and personal character, and we urge
the Senate to confirm him promptly to be a Circuit Judge.

* Although we list our affiliations below, all of us are signing this letter in our personal capacities.
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Sincerely,
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Richard Lazarus Michael Kellogg ' Carter Phillips
Harvard Law School Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, Sidley Austin LLP

Evans & Figel, PLLC

Kate Adams, General Counsel, Honeywell

Meredith Martin Addy, Steptoe & Johnson LLP

Kenneth Anderson, Washington College of Law, American University
David D. Aufhauser, Williams & Connolly LLP

Donald B. Ayer, Jones Day

J. Scott Ballenger, Latham & Watkins LLP

Rebecca A. Beynon, Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, Evans & Figel, PLLC
Lisa S. Blatt, Arnold & Porter LLP

The Honorable Robert H. Bork

Theodore J. Boutrous Jr., Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Henk Brands, Paul Weiss

Richard P. Bress, Latham & Watkins LLP

Michael T. Brody, Jenner & Block LLP

Don O. Burley, Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, LLP
Iain Campbell, W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc.

J. Robert Chambers, Wood Herron & Evans LLP

Adam G. Ciongoli, General Counsel and Secretary, Willis Group

Paul D. Clement, Bancroft PLLC

Louis Cohen, WilmerHale

David Cole, Georgetown University Law Center

Sarah Cooleybeck, Foley Hoag LLP

Susan A. Creighton, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Drew S. Days III, Morrison & Foerster LLP

Brackett B. Denniston III, SVP and General Counsel, GE Corporation
Viet D. Dinh, Georgetown University Law Center

Walter E. Dellinger I1I, O’Melveny & Myers LLP

John A. Dragseth, Fish & Richardson P.C.

Edward DuMont, WilmerHale

Brett L. Dunkelman, Osborn Maledon, P.A.
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Donald R. Dunner, Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, LLP
Clifton S. Elgarten, Crowell & Moring LLP

Neil R. Ellis, Sidley Austin LLP

Courtney Simmons Elwood, Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, Evans & Figel, PLLC
John P. Elwood, Vinson & Elkins

Roy T. Englert, Jr., Robbins, Russell, Englert, Orseck, Untereiner & Sauber LLP
Miguel A. Estrada, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Mark Evans (retired), Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, Evans & Figel, PLLC
William (Terry) Fisher, Harvard Law School

Mark C. Fleming WilmerHale

David C. Frederick, Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, Evans & Figel, PLLC
Charles Fried, Harvard Law School

Jerrold Ganzfried, Holland & Knight LLP

Gregory G. Garre, Latham & Watkins LLP

Paul Gewirtz, Yale Law School

Thomas C. Goldstein, Goldstein & Russell PC

Irving L. Gornstein, Georgetown University Law Center

Henry B. Gutman, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Jonathan Hacker, O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Mark C. Hansen, Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, Evans & Figel, PLLC
Scott Blake Harris, Neustar, Inc.

John C. Harrison, University of Virginia Law School

Robert Hillman, Fish & Richardson P.C.

Robert N. Hochman, Sidley Austin LLP

Peter Huber, Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, Evans & Figel, PLLC
Thomas G. Hungar, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

J. Michael Jakes, Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, LLP
Daryl Joseffer, King & Spaulding

Peter Keisler, Sidley Austin LLP

Stephen B. Kinnaird, Paul Hastings LLP

Michael Klausner, Stanford Law School

Joel I. Klein, Executive Vice President, News Corp.

Robert G. Krupka, Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Jeffrey Lamken, MoloLamken LLP

Christopher Landau, Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Claire Laporte, Foley Hoag LLP

Michael R. Lazerwitz, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP

William F. Lee, WilmerHale

Mark Lemley, Stanford Law School; Durie Tangri LLP
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Charles Lipsey, Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, LLP
Robert A. Long, Covington & Burling LLP

Fred Lorig, Quinn Emanuel

Maureen E. Mahoney, Latham & Watkins LLP

Jonathan Massey, Massey & Gail LLP

Deanne E. Maynard, Morrison & Foerster LLP

Andrew G. McBride, Wiley Rein LLP

Peter C. McCabe III, Winston & Strawn LLP

Janet McDavid, Hogan Lovells US LLP

Roderick R. McKelvie, Covington & Burling LLP

Michael J. McKeon, Fish & Richardson P.C.

A. Douglas Melamed, SVP and General Counsel, Intel Corp.

Thomas Merrill, Columbia Law School

Randal S. Milch, EVP and General Counsel, Verizon Communications Inc.
Patricia Millett, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

Charles B. Molster, Winston & Strawn LLP

Stephen J. Morse, J.D., Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania Law School
Glen D. Nager, Jones Day

Arthur Neustadt, Oblon, Spivak, McClelland, Maier & Neustadt, LLP
Jonathan Nuechterlein, WilmerHale

David Ogden, WilmerHale

Richard Olderman, Williams & Connolly LLP

Theodore B. Olson, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Aaron Panner, Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, Evans & Figel, PLLC
George F. Pappas, Covington & Burling LLP

R. Hewitt Pate, VP and General Counsel, Chevron Corporation
Steven Perry, Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Cornelia T.L. Pillard, Georgetown University Law Center

Andrew J. Pincus, Mayer Brown

Lisa Pirozzolo, WilmerHale

Frank Porcelli, Fish & Richardson P.C.

George L. Priest, Yale Law School

R. Terrance Rader, Rader Fishman & Grauer PLLC

Rollin Ransom, Sidley Austin LLP

Alan Charles Raul, Sidley Austin LLP

Edward Reines, Weil, Gotshal & Manges

David A. Reiser, Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

John B. Reynolds I1I, Wiley Rein LLP

Brian C. Riopelle, McGuire Woods LLP
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Lawrence S. Robbins, Robbins, Russell, Englert, Orseck, Untereiner & Sauber LLP
John A. Rogovin, EVP and General Counsel, Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.
E. Joshua Rosenkranz, Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Charles Rothfeld, Mayer Brown

Fred A. Rowley, Jr., Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Michael Schaengold, Patton Boggs LLP

Gene Schaerr, Winston & Strawn LLP

Nicole Seligman, EVP and General Counsel, Sony Corp. and Sony Corp. of America
David Shapiro, Harvard Law School

Stephen M. Shapiro, Mayer Brown

Steven Shavell, Harvard Law School

Eric Shumsky, Sidley Austin LLP

CIiff Sloan, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Paul M. Smith, Jenner & Block LLP

Kenneth W. Starr, President, Baylor University

Steven A. Steinbach, Sidwell Friends School

Catherine E. Stetson, Hogan Lovells US LLP

Terence P. Stewart, Stewart and Stewart

Gregory P. Stone, Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Silvija A. Strikis, Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, Evans & Figel, PLLC
Kathleen Sullivan, Stanford Law School

John Thorne, SVP and Deputy General Counsel, Verizon Communications Inc.
Laurence Tribe, Harvard Law School

Rebecca Troth, Sidley Austin LLP

Daniel E. Troy, SVP and General Counsel, GlaxoSmithKline plc

Alan Untereiner, Robbins, Russell, Englert, Orseck, Untereiner & Sauber LLP
Helgi Walker, Wiley Rein LLP

Donald Ware, Foley Hoag LLP

Amy L. Wax, University of Pennsylvania Law School

Seth Waxman, WilmerHale

Dan K. Webb, Winston & Strawn LLP

William K. West, Jr., Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Paul R.Q. Wolfson, WilmerHale

Christopher J. Wright, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP

Paul Zegger, Sidley Austin LLP

Matt Zinn, TiVo



