SENATOR TED CRUZ
U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary

Questions for the Record for Kedric Payne, Vice President, General Counsel,
and Senior Director of Ethics, Campaign Legal Center

I. Directions

Please provide a wholly contained answer to each question. A question’s answer
should not cross-reference answers provided in other questions. Because a
previous witness declined to provide any response to discrete subparts of previous
questions, they are listed here separately, even when one continues or expands
upon the topic in the immediately previous question or relies on facts or context
previously provided.

If a question asks for a yes or no answer, please provide a yes or no answer first
and then provide subsequent explanation. If the answer to a yes or no question is
sometimes yes and sometimes no, please state such first and then describe the
circumstances giving rise to each answer.

If a question asks for a choice between two options, please begin by stating which
option applies, or both, or neither, followed by any subsequent explanation.

If you disagree with the premise of a question, please answer the question as-
written and then articulate both the premise about which you disagree and the basis
for that disagreement.

If you lack a basis for knowing the answer to a question, please first describe what
efforts you have taken to ascertain an answer to the question and then provide your
tentative answer as a consequence of its reasonable investigation.

To the extent that an answer depends on an ambiguity in the question asked, please
state the ambiguity you perceive in the question, and provide multiple answers
which articulate each possible reasonable interpretation of the question in light of
the ambiguity.



II. Questions

1. During Senator Kennedy’s questioning, he asked you about retweets from a
Twitter account bearing your name and likeness. Is your Twitter account
“@kedric_payne”?

RESPONSE: Yes.

2. Did you retweet this?

RESPONSE: Yes.

13 Kedric L. Payne Retweeted

Brendan Fischer
@brendan_fischer

In Citizens United, the conservative justices declared that “ingratiation
and access...are not corruption.”

Some have speculated that they were naive, but it may be the opposite:
some justices are politicians in robes who thrive in a system where
access & influence are for sale.

ﬂ Barb McQuade @BarbMcQuade - Nov 20, 2022

Most disturbing line in this story: Lobbyist “advised allies to contribute money
to the Supreme Court Historical Society and then mingle with justices at its
functions.” Anyone with enough money can buy access to the Supreme Court?
nytimes.com/2022/11/19/us/...

12:09 PM - Nov 21, 2022

63 Retweets 3 Quotes 120 Likes 3 Bookmarks
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O n Q N

a. Do you believe that “some justices are politicians in robes”?

RESPONSE: No.

b. If you do not, then why did you retweet this post?

RESPONSE: This is a retweet of a New York Times article that
reported that “in a letter to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and in
interviews with The New York Times, the Rev. Rob Schenck said he
was told the outcome of the 2014 case weeks before it was announced.” 1




retweeted this because it concerns Supreme Court ethics.

Senator Kennedy also questioned you about a retweet that referred to Chief
Justice John Roberts as ““a disgrace.” You responded, “no, Senator, I did not
retweet that.”

a. Did you retweet this?

RESPONSE: Yes, as I stated on the record following Senator
Kennedy’s question where he declined my request to provide me with a
copy of the retweet to refresh my recollection.

11 Kedric L. Payne Retweeted

,™==  Norman Ornstein
~ = @NormOrnstein

John Roberts is a disgrace. The Court is in a crisis of legitimacy, reeking
of shocking ethical lapses. And he cantinues to ignore or abet the
problem. A complete failure of leadership.

nytimes.com

In Year-End Report, Chief Justice Roberts Addresses Threats to Judges® Safety
The report, an annual tradition, shed no light on the investigation into the leak
of a draft opinion in May or on calls for more rigorous ethics rules for the ...

12:27 PM - Jan 1, 2023 - 316.3K Views

2,885 Retweets 132 Quotes 9,119 Likes 47 Bookmarks

b. Do you believe that Chief Justice John Roberts is “a disgrace”?

RESPONSE: No.

c. Ifyou do not, then why did you retweet this post?

RESPONSE: This is a retweet of a New York Times article that reports
that Chief Justice Roberts’ vear-end statements “shed no light on the
investigation into the leak of a draft opinion in May or on calls for more




rigorous ethics rules for the justices.” I retweeted this because it
concerns Supreme Court ethics.




