The Honorable Richard Durbin The Honorable Charles Grassley

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Wiashington, D.C. 20510

July 25, 2022

RE: The Honorable Mia Roberts Perez, Judicial Nominee to the United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley:

We are a group of attorneys formerly employed by the Defender Association of Philadelphia. We write to
you in enthusiastic support of the nomination of Judge Mia Roberts Perez to the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Our members include her former colleagues, supervisors,
lawyers who litigate in her courtroom, and those familiar with her reputation in our local criminal justice
system.

The Defender Association of Philadelphia is a private non-profit organization that contracts with the city
of Philadelphia to provide public defense services. Established in 1934, the Association consistently ranks
as one of the best public defender offices in the country. Like Judge Perez, we are proud alumni of this
institution who have gone on to careers in private civil and criminal practices, government, academia, and
other non-profit organizations. We each believe Judge Perez’s experience as a public defender would
bring a unique and valuable perspective to the court.

Judge Perez has a myriad of qualities that make her an excellent candidate for a seat on the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania. We appreciate her intellect, dedication to her community, professionalism, and
leadership. We choose to focus our support on three specific qualities of Judge Perez: fairness, a respect
for humanity, and a strong work ethic.

Public defenders zealously represent their clients and fight tirelessly on their behalf. That right to
counsel, enumerated in the Sixth Amendment, is an important safeguard to ensure the impartiality of the
criminal justice process. As an advocate, Judge Perez vigorously —and successfully — defended her
clients, ensuring they received a fair trial. Since her election to the Court of Common Pleas in 2016,
Judge Perez’s commitment to fairness remains steadfast. Judge Perez has a reputation for integrity among
both prosecutors and criminal defense attorneys. Tasked with presiding over some of the most serious
criminal cases in Philadelphia, Judge Perez has proven herself to be intelligent, compassionate, and
ethical. In other words, she exemplifies judicial fairness.

As young attorneys at the Defender Association, we learned that the cases we handled were more than
just police reports and crime scene photos. These cases are about real people. Judge Perez brings the
sensitivity and grace developed during her tenure at the Defender Association to her courtroom. She treats
every person appearing before her with civility and decorum — lawyers, victims, defendants, police
officers, and witnesses alike. Judge Perez understands that each human being has intrinsic value and
deserves respect.

A strong work ethic is necessary to succeed as a public defender. Failure to pursue all potential defenses
or conduct all relevant legal research or investigation puts a client’s liberty at risk. Fortunately, Judge
Perez is a hard worker, and always has been. She continuously seeks to improve herself. As an advocate,
her understanding of criminal procedure and the rules of evidence were exemplary. As a judge, her
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judicial opinions are intelligent and well-reasoned. Her case records are clear and thorough. Her
courtroom is run with efficiency and precision. Judge Perez’s decisions are well-grounded in statutes and
case law.

As alumni of the Defender Association of Philadelphia, we are in a unique position to give you insights
on how Judge Perez’s experience as a public defender helped shape her judicial temperament. Judge
Perez’s pursuit of fairness, her compassion for the individuals in her courtroom, and her strong work ethic
are all directly related to her experience as a public defender. We respectfully submit these qualities
would make Judge Perez an excellent United States District Judge in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

Sincerely,

Jeremy-Evan Alva, Esq.
Alva, Foster, & Moscow, LLC

Elton Anglada, Esqg.
Assistant Deputy Public Defender
New Jersey Office of the Public Defender

William Bachmann, Esq. (retired status)

Mohamed Bakry, Esq.
Partner
Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman & Goggin

Richard Balsley, Esg.
Morris & Sullivan, P.C.

Justin Barbetta, Esq.
Wisler Pearlstine, L.L.P.

Cory Baritz
Baritz Law Associates, L.L.C.

Carla Benz, Esq.
Assistant Federal Public Defender
Western District of New York

Catherine Berryman
Director of Community Standards
Hamilton College

Megan Binford, Esg.
Philadelphia Legal Assistance

Marc Bookman
Executive Director
Atlantic Center for Capital Representation



Keir Bradford-Grey, Esq.
Partner
Montgomery McCracken Walker & Rhoads, L.L.P.

Jennifer C. Bradley, Esq.
Associate Attorney
Winston & Strawn L.L.P.

Jessica R. Brown, Esq.
Willig, Williams, & Davidson

Scott F. Brown, Esq.
Deputy Corporation Counsel

Milwaukee County

Lisa Campbell
Attorney

Nena Carter, Esq.
Chief of Staff, Democratic Caucus
Pennsylvania House of Representatives

Robert J. Cervone, Esq.
Willig, Williams, & Davidson

Victoria Clark, Esq.

Clinical Teaching Fellow
University of Michigan Law School
Regina Cocco, Esq.

Katheryn Coviello Cacciamani, Esqg.

Laura E. Davis, Esq.

Michael Drossner, Esq.
Drossner Law, P.C.

Todd Fiore, Esq.

Olivia Gabriel, Esq.
The Gabriel Law Firm, L.L.C.

Michael Garmisa, Esq.
Supervisor, Conviction Integrity Unit
Office of the District Attorney, Philadelphia



Christina A. Gonzales, Esq.
Partner
Goldberg Segalla

Ron Greenblatt, Esqg.
Weir, Greenblatt, Pierce, L.L.P.

Ellen Greenlee, Esq. (retired status)
Defender Association Chief Defender 1990-2015

Matthew S. Hagarty, Esq.
Hagarty Law, LLC

Megan Helfrich, Esqg.
Assistant Deputy Public Defender
State of New Jersey-Cumberland Trial Region

Angelica Hendricks
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School
Quiattrone Center Fellow

Tricia Henning
Assistant General Counsel
Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh

Kevin E. Hexstall
Shareholder
Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman & Goggin

Mark Houldin, Esq.

Thomas Ivory, Esqg.
Attorney
Defender Class of 1996

Sara Jacobson
Executive Director
Public Defender Association of Pennsylvania

Robin D. Kazatsky
Partner
Lock Gordon Law Group, L.L.C.

Jamison Koehler
Koehler Law



Susan M. Lin, Esq.
Kairys, Rudovsky, Messing, Feinberg & Lin, L.L.P.

Richard P. Lopez
Assistant City Solicitor
Philadelphia Law Department

Christine P. Lora, Esq.
Managing Director
Ciccarelli Law Offices

Jennifer Lutz, Esq.
Senior Staff Attorney
Center for Children’s Law and Policy

Mary T. Maran, Esq.

Keisha K. Matthews
Attorney

Alice Meehan, Esq.
The Legal Aid Society

Bernice Melamud, Esq.
Melamud Law, L.L.C.

Emily Mirsky, Esq.
Delaware County Office of the Public Defender

Andrew D. Montroy, Esq.

Ashley Oakey, Esq.
Trial Attorney
Levin & Zeiger, LLP

Liam Riley, Esq.
Supervisor, Major Trials Unit
Office of the District Attorney, Philadelphia

Emily Robb, Esg., M.S.W.
Youth Sentencing & Reentry Project

Casey Ryan Coburn, Esq.
Partner
Nass Cancelliere



Jonathan Sacks, Esq.
Michigan State Appellate Defender Office

Jessica Sanchez
Senior Legislative Counsel & Chief Ethics Officer
Philadelphia City Council

Daniel Schatz, Esqg.
Schatz & Stancu L.L.P.

Kimberly Thomas, Esqg.
Clinical Professor
University of Michigan Law School

Peter J. Thompson, Esg., L.L.M.
Thompson Law Advocates, P.C.

lan H. Thomson
Lead Capital Counsel
Idaho State Appellate Public Defender

Janaki A. Umarvadia, Esqg.
Michigan Advocacy Project

Daniel V. Walls, Esq. (retired status)
Defender Association Trial Attorney and Supervisor, 1971-2013

William A. Weiss, Esq.
Assistant Public Defender
Montgomery County Public Defender’s Office

Kenneth Williams, Esq.
Snohomish County Public Defender Association
Everett, WA

Adrienne M. Winney, Esq.
Philadelphia Legal Assistance

Karen L. Wolfe, Esq.
Commons & Commons, L.L.P.

Robert S. Yablon, Esq. (retired status)
Defender Association Trial Attorney & Supervisor, 1974-2015

Karima Yelverton, Esg.
Assistant City Solicitor



Note: Institutional affiliations are noted for identification purposes only and are not endorsements by the
listed entities. Signatories participate in their personal capacities.



