
March 30, 2022
The Honorable Richard Durbin
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Charles Grassley
Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley:

We are a bipartisan group of legal scholars with wide-ranging legal expertise. We write in
enthusiastic support of Nusrat Choudhury’s nomination to the United States District Court for
the Eastern District of New York.

While we hold diverse ideological and political views—and include members of both major
political parties—we share a common belief that the country deserves federal judges of the
highest caliber. Nusrat has proven that she is exceptionally qualified to serve on the federal
courts based on her years of accomplished experience as a litigator in front of both state and
federal courts.

For more than a decade, Nusrat has worked on civil rights issues in several different capacities at
the American Civil Liberties Union. Nusrat’s work has promoted equal access to justice for
people involved in the legal system and has addressed issues of economic inequality, including
the problem of people facing punitive measures simply for being poor. She was involved in
litigation challenging the practices of seizing cars or suspending drivers’ licenses as punishment
for unpaid fines and fees such as parking tickets. Her work in this area, in conjunction with a
wide variety of groups, has improved practices in Georgia, Mississippi, Washington, and South
Carolina and helped to secure national guidance from the American Bar Association and others
to promote fairness and equal treatment of rich and poor in courts.

Nusrat has also been involved in significant civil rights litigation aimed at addressing issues of
racial justice. She has led a variety of efforts to promote equal treatment under the law regardless
of race, ethnicity, and religion in policing in Florida, Massachusetts, New York, Wisconsin, and
Illinois.

In addition to her steadfast commitment to public service, Nusrat has the right temperament for
the bench. For those of us who have had the opportunity to engage with Nusrat in professional
settings and those of us who have the opportunity to follow her work, we have observed Nusrat



to be a fair-minded lawyer who engages with different views with respect and humility. Nusrat
clerked for federal judges appointed by Presidents of both parties. And as Deputy Director of the
ACLU’s Racial Justice Program, Nusrat wrote admiringly of both Justice Ginsburg and Justice
Thomas’s originalist, historical analysis of how the Excessive Fines Clause applies to state and
local governments.

We are grateful for the opportunity to share this letter in support of Nusrat Choudhury and to
strongly recommend her confirmation to the federal bench. Thank you for your consideration
and leadership.*

Sincerely,

Elora Mukherjee
Jerome L. Greene Clinical Professor of Law
Director, Immigrants' Rights Clinic
Columbia Law School

Leah Litman
Assistant Professor of Law
University of Michigan Law School

Jamal Greene
Dwight Professor of Law
Columbia Law School

William Eskridge
John A. Garver Professor of Jurisprudence
Yale Law School

Erwin Chemerinsky
Dean and Jesse H. Choper Distinguished Professor of Law
University of California, Berkeley School of Law

Brett Dignam
Clinical Professor of Law, Emerita
Morningside Heights Legal Services, Inc.
Columbia Law School



Michael Reisman
Myres S. McDougal Professor of International Law
Yale Law School

Jeffrey Dunoff
Laura H. Carnell Professor of Law
Temple University Beasley School of Law

India Thusi
Professor of Law, Indiana University Maurer School of Law
Senior Scientist, Kinsey Institute

Bert I. Huang
Michael I. Sovern Professor of Law
Columbia Law School

Kathryn Judge
Harvey J. Goldschmid Professor of Law
Columbia Law School

Alina Das
Professor of Clinical Law
New York University School of Law

Michael W Doyle
University Professor
Columbia Law School

Mark Barenberg
Sulzbacher Professor of Law
Columbia Law School

Faiza W. Sayed
Assistant Professor of Law
Brooklyn Law School

Stacy Caplow
Professor of Law
Brooklyn Law School



David Pozen
Charles Keller Beekman Professor of Law
Columbia Law School

Jessica Bulman-Pozen
Betts Professor of Law
Columbia Law School

Alexandra Carter
Clinical Professor of Law
Columbia Law School

Anil Kalhan
Professor of Law
Drexel University Kline School of Law

James Liebman
Simon H. Rifkind Professor
Columbia Law School

  Amber Baylor
Associate Clinical Professor of Law
Columbia Law School

Lindsay Nash
Clinical Associate Professor of Law
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

Lynnise Pantin
Pritzger Pucker Family Clinical Professor of Transactional Law
Columbia Law School

James Silk
Binger Clinical Professor of Human Rights
Allard K. Lowenstein International Human Rights Clinic
Yale Law School

Julie C. Suk
Professor of Law
Fordham University School of Law



Rebekah Diller
Clinical Professor of Law
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

James Kainen
Professor of Law
Fordham University School of Law

Michael W Martin
Associate Dean for Experiential Education and Clinical Professor of Law
Fordham University School of Law

Chaumtoli Huq
Associate Professor of Law
CUNY School of Law

Claudia Angelos
Clinical Professor of Law
New York University School of Law

Bennett Capers
Professor of Law and Director of Center on Race, Law, and Justice
Fordham University School of Law

Susan Block-Lieb
Cooper Family Professor in Urban Legal Issues
Fordham University School of Law

Martin Flaherty
Leitner Family Professor of International Human Rights Law
Fordham University School of Law

Martha Rayner
Clinical Associate Professor of Law
Fordham University School of Law

Daniel I. Morales
George R. Butler Research Professor, Associate Professor of Law
University of Houston Law Center



Laila Hlass
Professor of Practice
Tulane Law School

Anna Welch
Clinical Professor
University of Maine School of Law

Nicole Hallett
Associate Clinical Professor of Law
University of Chicago Law School

Karen Musalo
Professor and Chair in International Law, Director of the Center for Gender & Refugee Studies
University of California Hastings College of the Law

Peter Margulies
Professor of Law
Roger Williams University School of Law

Catherine Y. Kim
Professor of Law
Brooklyn Law School

Reena Parikh
Assistant Clinical Professor
Boston College Law School

Lindsay M. Harris
Professor of Law
University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law

Eunice Lee
Associate Professor of Law
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law

Ingrid Eagly
Professor of Law
UCLA School of Law



Michael Wishnie
WIlliam O. Douglas Clinical Professor of Law
Yale Law School

Stephen Wizner
William O. Douglas Professor Emeritus
Yale Law School

Jonathan Hafetz
Professor of Law
Seton Hall University School of Law

Laura Lunn
Adjunct Law Professor
University of Denver - Sturm College of Law

Irina Manta
Professor of Law
Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra University

* Please note that all organizational affiliations are listed for identification purposes only.


