November 1, 2021

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate

711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate

135 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley:

We write to express our strong support for the nomination of Judge Jinsook Ohta of the San
Diego Superior Court to the United States District Court for the Southern District of California.

We are a group of current [and former] law enforcement attorneys from the offices of various
state Attorneys General. We have each had the privilege of working with or alongside Judge
Ohta while she served as Deputy Attorney General and then Supervising Deputy Attorney
General in the California Attorney General’s Office. As law enforcement attorneys, we are each
committed to the fair and impartial application of justice that our constitutional system is
designed to provide. Central to upholding that promise is a federal bench staffed with fair and
independent-minded jurists.

Judge Ohta fits the bill. Each of us knows Judge Ohta in various ways—as a former colleague,
former co-counsel, former supervisor, and/or as a friend. We can state confidently and from
personal knowledge that Judge Ohta is highly intelligent, thoughtful, collegial, and kind, as well
as an exceptionally accomplished and talented attorney. Judge Ohta possesses the fair-minded
impartiality and dedication to following the law that every litigant has a right to expect from their
judge.

Judge Ohta is highly qualified to serve as a United States District Judge, and we are confident
that she will serve the people of the Southern District of California with humility and distinction.
We respectfully recommend her swift confirmation.

D’aniel Osborn Adelina Acuna

Deputy Attorney General Deputy Attorney General
California Attorney General’s Office California Attorney General’s Office

2016 - Present 2012 - Present
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Monica Zi

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2017 - Present

Michael Pulos
Supervising Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2012 - Present

Vesna Cuk
Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2017 - Present

Christopher M. Lapinig
Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office

James Toma

Special Assistant Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2007 - Present

Vivian Wang

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2015 - Present

Judith Fiorentini

Supervising Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2001 - Present

Jon F. Worm
Supervising Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2012 - Present

Joe Lake
Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2020 - Present

Bernard A. Eskandari

Supervising Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2011 - Present

Rosailda Perez

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2012 - Present

Nicklas A. Akers
California

Lisa Boyoung Kim

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2015 - Present

Emily C. Kalanithi
Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2012 - Present
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Lindsey M. S. Jones
Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2016 - Present

Sarah E. Kurtz
Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2007 - Present

Sheldon H. Jaffe

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2007 - Present

Colleen Fewer

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2018 - Present

Kimberly Gosling

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2018 - Present

Phillip Hoos
Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2016 - Present

Susan Saylor

Former Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2013 - 2020

Ed Ochoa

Senior Assistant Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
1990 - Present

Stacey D. Schesser

Supervising Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2007 - Present

Michelle Burkart
Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2013 - Present

Gabriel Schaeffer

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2019 - Present

Amy Chmielewski

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2019 - Present

Rose Carmen Goldberg

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2019 - Present

Lisa Erwin

Assistant Attorney General,

Washington State Attorney General’s Office
2012 - Present
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Jon S. Tangonan

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2015 - Present

Christina McClurg Riehl
Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2017 - Present

Rachel Foodman

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2017 - Present

Hunter Landerholm

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2015 - Present

Tina Charoenpong

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2011 - Present

Joseph A. Ragazzo

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2000 - Present

Caroline E. Wilson
Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2020 - Present

Teresa L. Townsend

Special Deputy Attorney General,

North Carolina Attorney General's Office
2007 - Present

Jessica Wang

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2016 - Present

Joshua M. Caplan

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2015 - Present

Hayley Peterson

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2001 - Present

Adrian Contreras

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2011 - Present

Christine Yoon Friedman

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2016 - Present

TiTi Nguyen

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2013 - Present
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Jamee Jordan Patterson

Supervising Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
1981 - Present

Seth M. Friedman
Deputy Attorney General,

California Attorney General's Office
2009 - Present

Laurel Carnes

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2016 - Present

David Hart
Assistant Attorney in Charge,

Oregon Department of Justice
2000 - Present

Evan Siegel

Assistant Attorney General,
State of Illinois

2005 - Present

Elizabeth Blackston
Assistant Attorney General

Illinois Attorney General’s Office
1997 - Present

Britton Lacy

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2015 - Present

Howard Wayne

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2002 - Present

Joanna Hull

Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
2018 - Present

Daniel Lewis Allen

Assistant Attorney General,

Washington State Attorney General’s Office
2016 - Present

Angela Rosenau

Former Deputy Attorney General,
California Attorney General's Office
1999 - 2021

*Titles and offices listed for identification purposes only



