
The   Honorable   Dick   Durbin The   Honorable   Chuck   Grassley   
Chair Ranking   Member   
Committee   on   the   Judiciary Committee   on   the   Judiciary   
United   States   Senate United   States   Senate   
224   Dirksen   Senate   Office   Building 152   Dirksen   Senate   Office   Building   
Washington,   D.C.    20510 Washington,   D.C.    20510   
  

April   26,   2021   
  

Dear   Chairman   Durbin   and   Ranking   Member   Grassley:   
  

We   write   in   support   of   the   nomination   of   Candace   Jackson-Akiwumi   to   serve   as   a   judge   on   the   
United   States   Court   of   Appeals   for   the   Seventh   Circuit.    We   urge   the   Committee   and   full   Senate   
to   promptly   review   and   confirm   her   nomination.   
  

We   are   a   cross-section   of   former   prosecutors,   private   practitioners,   corporate   in-house   counsel,   
and   legal   advocates   who   are   representative   of   the   broad   diversity   of   the   bar   that   practices   in   the   
Northern   District   of   Illinois.    Many   of   us   have   spent   our   entire   careers   practicing   in   the   Northern   
District,   have   served   in   leadership   roles   in   the   public   and   private   sectors,   and   we   are   all   deeply   
committed   to   our   judicial   system   and   the   fair   administration   of   justice,   which   is   the   bedrock   of   
our   democracy.   
  

The   district,   which   includes   Chicago   and   the   surrounding   18   counties   in   Illinois,   is   a   microcosm  
of   our   country,   including   rural   areas   and   the   third   largest   city   in   the   nation;   a   racially   and   
ethnically   diverse   populace;   large   corporate   headquarters   as   well   as   some   of   the   most   
economically   challenged   neighborhoods   in   the   United   States.    The   Northern   District   of   Illinois   
bar   is   a   community   itself,   with   a   strong   tradition   of   collegiality   and   mutual   respect   amongst   
adversaries.    The   cases   litigated   in   the   federal   courts   in   the   Seventh   Circuit,   which,   of   course,   
includes   Illinois,   Indiana   and   Wisconsin,   address   a   wide   range   of   civil   and   criminal   matters,   and   
raise   some   of   the   most   consequential   legal   issues   of   the   day.    As   a   result,   the   court   has   long   been   
seen   as   a   leader   in   American   jurisprudence,   and   we   are   all   proud   of   what   small   role   those   of   us   
on   this   letter   have   been   able   to   play   in   the   work   of   the   court.     
  

A   great   strength   of   our   nation   and   of   our   governmental   institutions   is   that   we   are   a   representative   
government,   representing   the   entirety   of   our   nation.    A   circuit   court   that   reflects   the   full   diversity   
of   the   Seventh   Circuit   will   only   strengthen   the   court,   its   decisions   and   the   administration   of   
justice.    It   is   with   these   crucial   considerations   in   mind   that   we   join   together   in   support   of   the   
nomination   of   Candace   Jackson-Akiwumi   to   the   Circuit   Court.   
  



If   confirmed,   Ms.   Jackson-Akiwumi   would   be   the   first   federal   defender   ever   seated   on   the   court.  
Many   of   us   on   this   letter   are   former   prosecutors,   as   well   as   criminal   defense   lawyers,   and   we   all   
agree   that   having   a   judge   with   this   experience   on   the   court   would   be   an   important   addition.    If   
confirmed,   she   will   be   the   only   judge   of   color   on   the   court,   and   first   to   join   since   Judge   Ann   
Claire   Williams   retired   from   the   court   in   2017.    Again,   this   diversity   of   experience   is   critically   
important   to   reflect   on   the   bench.    And   although   we   do   not   know   Ms.   Jackson-Akiwumi   
personally,   her   record   and   career   reflect   the   commitment   to   the   law   and   range   of   legal   experience   
that   will   serve   her   well   on   the   court.   
  

Thank   you   for   your   consideration   of   this   letter.    We   hope   that   the   Committee   and   the   Senate   will   
consider   the   nomination   of   Candace   Jackson-Akiwumi   promptly,   and   confirm   her   to   the   Court   of   
Appeals   for   the   Seventh   Circuit.   
  

Sincerely,   
  

*References   to   law   firms,   corporations,   or   other   institutions   are   for   identification   purposes   only   
and   do   not   constitute   endorsements   by   those   entities.   
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