
June 7, 2010 
 
Senator Patrick Leahy 
Senator Jeff Sessions 
United States Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 

 
Dear Senators Leahy and Sessions: 
 
 We are writing in support of Solicitor General Elena Kagan’s nomination to become an 
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court.  While speaking as individuals and not on 
behalf of our schools, we write from the unique vantage point of deans at U.S. law schools.  
From that perspective we observed General Kagan’s work and accomplishments at Harvard.  
Many of us also know her academic work well.  And, in the interest of full disclosure, we should 
add that some of us are personal friends of the nominee. 
 
 Elena Kagan excels along all relevant dimensions desired in a Supreme Court Justice.  
Her knowledge of law and skills in legal analysis are first-rate.  Her writings in constitutional 
and administrative law are highly respected and widely cited.  She is an incisive and astute 
analyst of law, with a deep understanding of both doctrine and policy.  In terms of intelligence 
and intellectual ability, she is superbly qualified to sit on the United States Supreme Court. 
 
 As Dean of the Harvard Law School, General Kagan demonstrated a number of other 
attributes that could be considered key to serving as an Associate Justice.  She was a superb and 
successful dean, among other reasons, because of her willingness to listen to diverse viewpoints 
and give them all serious consideration.  She revealed a strong and consistent aptitude for forging 
coalitions that achieved smart and sensible solutions, often in the face of seemingly insoluble 
conflict.  She was, at the same time, able to make decisions and lead when and where decision-
making and leadership were essential.  This ability to hear opinions from strongly opposed sides 
and to find resolutions that all can accept, and that even those who disagree can respect, are 
exactly what we should want in a collegial body like the Court.  Elena Kagan has, over the 
course of her career, consistently exhibited patience, a willingness to listen, and an ability to 
lead, alongside enormous intelligence.  The same qualities that enabled her to unify what some 
described as a fractious campus will serve the nation, and the Constitution, well. 
 
 Finally, Elena Kagan is known to us as a person of unimpeachable integrity.  She will 
inspire those around her to pursue law and justice in a way that makes us proud. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
Larry D. Kramer 
Dean and Richard E. Lang Professor of Law 
Stanford Law School 



 
On behalf of the following Law School Deans 
 
Linda L. Ammons 
Dean, Widener University School of Law 
 
Judith Areen 
Interim Dean and Paul Regis Dean Professor of Law, Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Hannah R. Arterian 
Dean and Professor of Law, Syracuse University 
 
John Charles Boger 
Dean and Wade Edwards Distinguished Professor of Law, University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, School of Law 
 
Jeffrey S. Brand 
Dean and Professor of Law, University of San Francisco School of Law 
 
Penelope Bryan 
Dean and Professor of Law, Whittier Law School 
 
Evan Caminker 
Dean and Branch Rickey Collegiate Professor of Law, University of Michigan Law School 
 
John Carroll 
Dean and Ethel P. Malugen Professor of Law, Cumberland School of Law, Samford University 
 
Hiram E. Chodosh 
Dean and Professor of Law, University of Utah S. J. Quinney College of Law 
 
Phillip J. Closius 
Dean, University of Baltimore School of Law 
 
John E. Corkery 
Dean and Professor of Law, The John Marshall Law School 
 
Nora V. Demleitner 
Dean, Hofstra University School of Law 
 
Matthew Diller 
Dean, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law 
 
John M. A. DiPippa 
Dean and Distinguished Professor of Law and Public Policy,  
University of Arkansas at Little Rock 



 
JoAnne A. Epps 
Dean, Temple University Beasley School of Law 
 
Melissa Essary 
Dean, Campbell Law School 
 
Michael Fitts 
Dean, University of Pennsylvania Law School 
 
Bryant G. Garth 
Dean and Chief Executive Officer, Southwestern Law School 
 
Arthur R. Gaudio 
Dean and Professor of Law, Western New England College, School of Law 
 
Kenneth Gormley 
Dean and Professor of Law, Duquesne University School of Law 
 
Claudio Grossman 
Dean, American University, Washington College of Law 
 
Phoebe A. Haddon 
Dean and Professor of Law, University of Maryland School of Law 
 
Lawrence K. Hellman 
Dean and Professor of Law, Oklahoma City University School of Law 
 
Joan W. Howarth 
Dean and Professor of Law, Michigan State University College of Law 
 
Eric S. Janus 
President and Dean, William Mitchell College of Law 
 
Robert H. Jerry, II 
Dean and Levin, Mabie and Levin Professor, Levin College of Law, University of Florida 
 
George R. Johnson, Jr. 
Dean and Professor of Law, Elon University 
 
Martin Katz 
Dean and Professor, University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
 
Harold J. Krent 
Dean and Professor of Law, Chicago-Kent College of Law, IIT 
 



David F. Levi 
Dean and Professor of Law, Duke Law School 
 
Robert H. Klonoff 
Dean and Professor of Law, Lewis and Clark Law School 
 
Lisa A. Kloppenberg 
Dean and Professor of Law, University of Dayton School of Law 
 
Paul G. Mahoney 
Dean, University of Virginia School of Law 
 
Leo P. Martinez 
Acting Chancellor and Dean, William B. Lockhart Professor of Law, University of California 
Hastings College of Law 
 
Richard A. Matasar 
Dean and President, New York Law School 
 
Philip McConnaughay 
Dean, Penn State University, The Dickinson School of Law 
 
Joyce E. McConnell 
William J. Maier, Jr. Dean and Thomas R. Goodwin Professor of Law,  
West Virginia University College of Law 
 
Martha Minow 
Dean, Harvard Law School 
 
Blade D. Morant 
Dean, Wake Forest University School of Law 
 
Makau Mutua 
Dean, SUNY Distinguished Professor, Professor of Law, Floyd H. & Hilda L. Hurst Faculty 
Scholar, University at Buffalo Law School, The State University of New York 
 
Charles I. Nelson 
Dean and Professor of Law, Faulkner University, Jones School of Law 
 
Maureen A. O'Rourke  
Dean and Professor of Law, Boston University School of Law 
 
Margaret L. Paris 
Philip H. Knight Dean, University of Oregon School of Law 
 
 



Jeremy Paul 
Dean and Thomas F. Gallivan, Jr. Professor of Real Property Law,  
University of Connecticut School of Law 
 
Raymond C. Pierce 
Dean and Professor of Law, North Carolina Central University School of Law 
 
Robert C. Post 
Dean and Sol and Lillian Goldman Professor of Law, Yale Law School 
 
Peter Pitegoff 
Dean, University of Maine School of Law 
 
Richard L. Revesz 
Dean and Lawrence King Professor of Law, New York University School of Law 
 
Jim Rosenblatt 
Dean, Mississippi College School of Law 
 
Irma S. Russell 
Dean and Professor, University of Montana School of Law 
 
Lawrence Sager 
Dean, The University of Texas School of Law 
 
Michael H. Schill, 
Dean and Harry N. Wyatt Professor of Law, The University of Chicago Law School 
 
David M. Schizer 
Dean, Columbia University School of Law 
 
Kurt L. Schmoke 
Dean, Howard University School of Law 
 
Jay Sonison 
Dean, Valparaiso University School of Law 
 
Emily A. Spieler 
Dean and Edwin Hadley Professor of Law, Northeastern University School of Law 
 
Athornia Steele 
Dean and Professor of Law, Nova Southeastern University, Shepard Broad Law Center 
 
Kathleen Sullivan 
Former Dean and Stanley Morrison Professor of Law, Stanford Law School 
 



Symeon Symeonides 
Dean and Alex L. Parks Distinguished Professor of Law, Willamette University College of Law 
 
William M. Treanor 
Dean, Fordham University School of Law 
 
Dr. Roberto P. Aponte Toro 
Dean, University of Puerto Rico School of Law 
 
Barry R. Vickrey  
Dean and Professor, University of South Dakota School of Law 
 
Kevin Washburn 
Dean and Professor of Law, University of New Mexico School of Law 
 
Jack. M. Weiss 
Chancellor, Louisiana State University, Paul M. Herbert Law Center 
 
Joan G. Wexler 
Joseph Crea Dean and Professor of Law, Brooklyn Law School 
 
Patricia White 
Dean, University of Miami School of Law 
 
Rebecca White 
Dean, University of Georgia School of Law 
 
David Yellen 
Dean and Professor, Loyola University Chicago School of Law 


