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Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, NC
Fact Sheet No. XXX
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
Public Health Assessment

Introduction

The purpose of this Fact Sheel is o present the
results of the Agency for Toxic Substunces and
Disease  Registry’s  (ATSDR)  Public  Health
Assessment for Camp Lejeune. "The assessment was

conducted between Janvary 1991 and Seplember
1994, ATSDR’s final Public Health Assessment

report was received by Camp Lejeune on August 12,
1997.

the importance of flushing water hines before using
them, and restricting the use of water in certin
buildings,

Cleaning Solvents

Public Health Assessment Findings

ATSDR evaluated the environmental information

on 94 sites and identified ten where the porential for

human exposure existed. ATSDR. concluded thur
three sitwartions that occurred in the past were public
healrh concems,

o exposire 10 lead in tap water in some on-base
buildings

e cxposwe 10 volatile  organic compounds
(cleaning solvents) in three drinking water
Systems on base

* exposure 1o pesticides in soil at Building 712

Camp Lejeune has taken action to stop or reduce
exposure in all of these situations.

Lead

Some base employees and residents may have been
exposed 1o clevated levels of lead in tap water. The
source of lead was lead solder used in plumbing or
brass fixtures, lead was dertecied in the drinking
waler systerm ol Camp Lejeune in 1994, As a resull
of possible exposure, blood samples were taken
from more than 100 people. Blood lead levels
within this group were all in the normal range.
Cump Lejeune took action to reduce lead exposure
by informing employees, residents, and visitors on

Cleaning solvents thut  leaked into three base
drinking wuter systems (Tarawa 'T'errace, Hugdnot
Poinl, and Holcomb Boulevard) were of possible
health concern uniil 1985 when use of affected
wells stopped.  The cleaning solvenis leaked from
underground tanks both on and off base. Exposure
to cleaning solvents, such as trichlorethylene and
teuachloroethylene in drinking  water at Camp
Lejeune is known to have occurred for a period of
34 months, Exposure may have occurred, however,
over a much longer period.  About 6000 base
residents used this water, including a large portion
of young married women. These chemicals may
cause effects in unbom children. In 1997, ATSDR
identified abour 6000 infants whose mothers resided

.n the affecred housing areas while pregnant. A

decrease in the birth weight and size was observed
i male infanrs bom to morhers whose drinking
water way from Hadnot Poinl. ATSDR advised thal
these  findings must  be  interpreted  cauliously
because the number of exposed mothers was very
smmall and the obscrvances may have resalied from
chance, No differences in birth weight or size were
noted in most residents receiving water from  thoe
Tarawa Terrace or Holcomb  Boulevard  water
systeims. However, in Twawa Terrace, babics bomn
10 mothers 35 years of age or older, and babies born
to mothers who had previously Jost a child before
birth, were more likely to have been bom smaller

than average,
ClLw

Peslicides
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Pesticide levels in surface soil at Boilding 7132, a
former day-care center, were of possible health
concern.  The pesticides chlordane, 131 and the




FILE No. 087 08,17 '87 10:23 ID:ENVIRON PROGRAMS DIR

757 444 7261 PAGE

breakdown products of DDT, DDD und DDE, have
been in the soil since the early 1950s. The site was
used for pesticide storage and handling {rom 1945
through [958,  Afler being vacant for about six
years, building 712 was converted 10 a day-care
center o 1966, When rthe pesticides were
discovered in the soil in 1982, the base relocated
the day-care center, 'rom 1966 w0 1982, about 60
adults and numerous children atended the day-care
center localed in Building 712, During this time
they may have been exposed to the pesticides in the
soil.  ATSDR recomnnended that Camp Lejeune

prevent pesticide exposure for about 20 current

office and lawn-care workers. In 1993, Cump
Lejeune restricied access 1o the area uand removed
the allected soil from the arca in 1994,

w

For more information
contact Tom Morris 4l 451-5068
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