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eneral %’mﬂw H. Livingston

Camchjeunc, North Carolina 28542-0004

Dear General Livingstonl
m«wm

The Agency for Toxic S tanccs ggd Discasc chxstry (ATSDR) has rovicwed the

and Holcomb Boulevm%nd thewnall-sized distribution systems; Courthouse Bay,
Rifle Range, and Onsiow Beachi:We believe these data indicate a widespread
problem with plumbing and that the extremely high levels detected at many of the-
fancets sampled pose a significant risk to the health of your personnel. Lead levels
detected (0 - 10,100 ppb) range from non-de! e to over 600 times the
Environmental Protection Ageocy’s Action 5f 195 parts per billion.
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Because the effects of lead on the body mﬁddnlﬁﬁ and long lasting, people
drinking one glass of water contalning !ggfﬁtﬂﬁgggh levels detected at Camp
Lejeune may absorb enough lead to exjietience senm‘xgus long-term health effects. .
Therefore, we are concerned that actf‘on be taken tprevent exposure based on the
known lead levels in tap water rather than waiting until elevated blood lead levels
appear in your personnel.

exposure,

In order to protect the health of your personnel and toj o vent prolonged
cxposures, additional health education should be provi ted to all employees,
rcszdents and visitors on the mponance of ﬂushmg the water lines and the

a simple four page flier (enclosed) to address frequently asked questionsFekiHi sy
procedures are quxte simple: If water sits ovcrmght in the line, the tap should%i:
flushed before use in the morning and again if the tap is not used for more t@ 4
hours. The water should be allowed to run until it becomes noticeably coldﬁﬁ' in
most instances this takes 2-3 minutes. =
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The edu%alnonal el’[??gls to date have not been effective in gelling personnel {0 flush
aps. A@cordmg t.*your rccent suwcy, out of 103 individuals tcstcd for blood
lead, i 01
A ; ,u,’\ paxd:

and to new personnel as they arrive on base.

At certain levels, it is re that actions be taken to prevent exposure of
personnel. In general e,e"s;commm;i that if a tap water sample contains lead >

15 ppb, further evaluattof?‘of the ﬁ?ent use of that water is recommended to
determine who is drinkig ?t"‘ %ﬁﬁs following table provides the lead levels at which
we recommend protectits acuow taken

iates 6‘
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Lend levels People drinking the water Action
Recommended
> 50 ppb Adults Cease exposure®
15 - 50 ppb Adults Reduce exposure™*
> 15 ppb Children or pﬁp@m wo@n Ceage exposure
¢ - 14 ppb Children or adults No action necessary

** Reduce Exposure: Exposure can be reduced by fkg;ghmg water lines for 2 -
3 minutes before using.

&=
There are several acﬂons which should be taken based m specific sampling results.
x&»

A large proportion of deep sink faucets tested reponed lead levels above 50
ppb, indicating a potential inherent problem with the type of faucet used in
those sinks. We recommend not using water from deep sink fascets for......
drinking and suggest that signs be posted at all deep sinks on the ’b&’“&”
stating that water from these faucets should not be used for drinking lmﬁt‘:r

any circumstances. gwgg

Sampling results (HP1-10C) from building H 55, a single family h%gt,
showed a lead level of 52 ppb. ATSDR recommends stopping expGsure at
this home.
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t'this faucet as well.

S phng m%ts (HP2-24A) from building FC 40, an auto shop kitchen
cet, shcméd a lead lovel of 256 ppb. ATSDR rocommcnds stopping

Samplmg results (MCAS3-56A,B,C) from building G 560 a staff club
Jadies bathroom faucet, showed lead levels of 698, 321, and 718 ppb
respectively. Most‘,&}g@ly;»ag one is drinking water from this tap; however,
we recommend thatth sign Baposted at this tap informing people that water

from this faucet sfgguld nogbe used for drinking.

frassiimeere ﬂa !"‘“
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We appreciate your come@m forge personne! and families of Camp Lejeune. In
the interest of public h'&ﬁth we ?Zould like to receive from you a written response
to our recommendatiobs so that We have a clear idea of the actions you will take
and the time frame in which you will take them, If you have any questions, please
havc your staff contact Ms. Carole Hossom, Federal Programg Branch, at:

ATSDR
Division of Health Assessment and Consulmi(m =
1600 Clifton Road NE (B-56) =

Atlanta, Georgia
404-639-6070

BAX 404-639-6076
AN~ T -G

D1rector
Division of Hea]th Assessment
and Consultation

Bnclosure

ce:

Mr. Robert Warren, MCB Camp Lejeuns
Mr. Neal Paul, MCB Camp Lejeune
Captaio W. Thomas, NEHC

Yvonne Walker, NEHC

Pete McGarry, EPA

John McFadyen, NC DEHNR
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