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ITOR'S NOTE: This is the first in a three-part
ies abour the drinking ywater in the Camp Le-
ieune/MCAS New River svsten).
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The articles ex-

\ine past problems that have raised concerns with

e water supply.

By Cpl. Dave Mundy
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ing the population

During the past decade, the subject of hazardous

waste has become a major environmental issue across
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new burden to government officials at the com-
unily, state and national level: to find Lhc sites,
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n and environment,
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front line. Tt consists of two operating
infensive care unils, a
laboratory and a tent for X-rays. It also
has a 60-bed ward, including the 1CU.

“This is Lhe first place the wounded can
receive blood and surgery. The surgery

“jeune and MCAS New River i

s “life and hmb surgery,”

said HMC G.C. Centenera, acting XO,
Alnha Co. ¢
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“The most important oal be-

Coalilsh lptasialll ghal

ing the survival of the patient. Even if it
means the loss of a limb.”

See Corpsman, Page 15A

g s

ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ&ﬂﬂ& water COoNncerns

The hazard most often comes from the con-
taminants filtering through the soil in which they are
dumped and entering the underground waler system.
Tn most places in America, wells tapping into that
systeiri are what Sapply the puuuc s drinking water.

The Safe Drinking Water Act of 1983 requires
rcgular testing'of water syétems for contaminants.
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Recent tests on Camp Lejeune’s six water sysiems

indicated the quality of drinking water at all six sites

was well within state and federal standards. In fact,
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Continued from Page 1A
No contamination was found at three of
the sites; two sites yielded no contamina-
tion by fuel, but lead compounds were
present. Two more sites were identified

as havin traoes of the chemical DDT. At
15 sites| contamination was verified.
“Bveq then, none of the contamination
found was above the limit described as ac-
ceptablelby the EPA,” said B. W. Elston,
deputy assistant chief-of- staff, facilities,

MCB. “We closed eight wells in the Had-
not Piont Industrial Area and two in the
Tarawa Terrace area as a precautionary
measure and still had an adequate water
supply 7

“We shut down some wells that were
not near the EPA limit,” said Blizabeth
Betz, base chemical engineer. “Then we
started looking at what caused that con-
tamination.”

The testing and remedial action to
clean up the sites was done as part of the
Installation Restoration Program (IRP),
the Department of Defense’s program to
identify, assess and clean up old hazard-
ous wasie sites.

The IRP consists of three phases.
Bhase 1is a preliminary assessment and
‘on-site inspection to identify possible con-
tamination. Phase I is designed to deter-
mine how bad contamination is and what
caused it. Phase III consisis of develop-
ing the right technology and conducting
the actual clean-up of hazardous sites.

The eight wells in the Hadnot Point In-
dustrial Area were found in the 1984
sampling to be contaminated by volatile
organic compounds (YOCs), mainly
benzene and trichloroethylene.

“These are petroleum-based chemicals
that evaporate rapidly in open air, and
most come from man-made solvents,”
Betz said. “You’d have to look at each
VOC individually, but many of them are
carcinogens. That's the main reason we
immediately shut the wells down,
although the levels we found in the tests

e N
were not near the BEPA limit.

The contamination was caused by
long-term spillage and dumping in the
Industrial Area.

“Past practices were not regulated and

| Simply the finest..:
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T
most of the chemicals we found wc
solvents used to clean vehicles qr
machinery,” Betz said.

The two wells in Tarawa Terrace w;:n
shut down as a result of contaminatio
by tetrachloral ethylene, a compoup

commonly used in the dry- cleam\n
business.

“We were puzzled when that chemi
showed up. At first, we couldn’t figur
out how it had gotten into the Tara
Terrace system,” Betz said. “Then
looked across Highway 24. There wag
dry-cleaning business right across tp
road from the housing area.”

The contammant had come from t*l
dry cleaners originally suspected. Base c;)l
ficials immediately took action to punp
safe drinking water to the housing area

“We laid a temporary water line k
Tarawa Terrace immediaiely upon clos
ing the wells there,” Elston said. “Sing
then, we have added a permanent lin¢
from our Holcomb Boulevard wat
treatment plant.to TarawaTerrace. Th?
line alsd serves Carnp Johnson.”

With the - identification of cor?
taminated sites and immediate action ¢
protect the drinking water supply, base
officials then turned to the task qf
measuring contamination, studying alteg
natives and forming plans for cleaning up
the hazards.

“Once you have identified where thy
potential for a threat is, you start takin

action to correct it ﬁ ' Retz said. “You cary
not leave a contammant in the gmund
water.”

NEXTI’.@‘_S_eW/anS and actions
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