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Lubricating-Oil Recycling and Reuse P61icy

Ref: (a) 43 Fed. Reg 58946-59027 (1978)
(b) DoD 4160.21-M, Defense Disposal Manual (NOTAL)

1. Purpose. To issue revise Department of Defense (DOD) policy regarding
.recovery, reclamation, and reuse of used lubricating oils.

2. Information

a. The Marine Corps and other DOD activities require an adequate supply

.of various types and grades of lubricating oils to operate industrial
equipment, vehicles, and aircraft.

b. Lubricating oil base stocks have decreased to a critically low level

because of the worldwide demand for, and scarcity of, petroleum fuels. The

refining industry has indicated that the ability to reduce the demand for

lubricating and industrial oils depends on supplementing virgin stocks with

professionally refined used stocks.

c. The most energy conservative and environmentally acceptable disposal
of used luhrlcaIng oils is re-reflning and reuse. As an alternative, used

lubricatln oils have been burned in activity heating plants as a fuel or fuel
supplement. The Environmental Proteqtlon Agency’s (EPA’s) current pla9s to

classify uaed lubricating oil as a hazardous waste (see reference (a)) will

significantly complicate the burning of used lubricating oil.

d. To promote the overall objective of utilizing used lubricating oll as an
asset rather than as a aste product, the DOD has authorized that net proceeds

from the sale of such.oll may be used at the discretion of activity commanders

for accomplishing special projects related to envirouental improvement and/or

energy conservation.

3. Action. Activity commanders shall:

a. Discontinue all current used lubricating oil disposal practices which are

not environmentally acceptable, including’weed control, insect control, road dust

control, open pit burning, dumping into landfills, etc.

b. Maximize the recovery and collection of used lubricating oll to include:

(I) Identification of sources not being recovered and instituting
procedures to recover this additional oli, as required.

blE’[URIN TO [:ENI’RAL
PCN 102 043008 00





MCO I0i ,..: ... .:. ..:..-.....
Oct 1979

(2) Encouraging vbluntary participation of military/clvilian emp!c.yees,
who change the crankcase oil in their personal "’,e,,ic" _es], to deliver the recovered
oll to a Marine Corps collection point. Coopera. pograms with local business,
civic, and goverpental organizations might also be considered.

c. Uti!ze the services of the Defense Property Disposal Offices tc
accomplish the sale of recovered lubricating oil for the purpose of re-reflning.
(Reference (b) applies.)

d. Burn the used lubrlcatin oll as a fuel in boilers,-If no reasonable
arrangements can be made for recovery by De-rfinlng. In determining
reasonableness, economics alone shall not be considered as sufficient
ustlflcatlon for burning used lubricating oil; environmental effects and
conservation shall also be consldeed.

e. Investigate ways to reduce the generation of used lubricating oll
through good preventive maintenance, optimizing oil drain intervals, etc.

f. Accomplish locally desired special projects related to environmental
improvement and/or energy conservation usinznet proceeds from the sale of used
lubricating oils.

g. Keep accurate records for review by inspecting officials, regarding
the following:

(1).Volume of used lubricating 0il generated.

(2) Volume of used lubricating oli recovered for sale and volume
recevered for burning.

.(3) Revenue from sale.

; (4> Expenditures to administer used lubricating oll recycling program.

(5) Net.proceeds available for special envlromentaI/energy projects.. Reserve Applicability. This Order is applicable to the Marine Corps
Reserve.
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