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INTRODUCTION

The Inland Oil Spill Control Course has been developed to provide its parti-
cipants with a basic knowledge of the effects of spilled oil and the equipment and
strategies needed to effectively deal with these spills. A good way to begin to
develop an awareness of the potential oil spill problem is to review statistics. In
this way, one can gain a better understanding of the magnitude of the oil spiil

problem.

From 1977 through 1981 a total of 53,115 spills were reported in the United
States (Table 1). About 74 percent of these incidents occurred in the Great
Lakes and coastal regions. But, while almost three-fourths of the incidents
occurred in large bodies of water, inland sbills accounted for about 57 percent of
the total spill oil volume. |In fact, during the past few years, increasing volumes
of spilled oil have come from inland sources (Table 2). For these inland sources,
64 percent of the volume was spilled in river areas, and 29 percent in non-navig-

able areas.

Another way of réviewing spills is by their cause. The United States Coast
Guard lists 17 possible categories for spills (Table 3). The major causes of oil
spillage by occurrence were tank overflow, pipeline rupture and leak, and huli
and tank rupture and leak (Table 4). Similarly, the major causes for oil spills

by volume were hull and tank rupture and pipeline rupture with leak (Tabie 5).

Products spilled most often include crude oil, diesel, and waste oil when
judged by occur‘rence1, with gasoline, other distillates, solvents, and asphalt
spilled less often. Spilled products occurring in the greatest volume included

. . 5 € 1
crude oil, fuel oil, diesel, and gasoline.

1Greater‘ than 10 percent of total spillage.
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These statistics indicate a need for oil spill control training, especially in inland

areas.

Course Objectives

The purpose of this course is to provide the trainee with information and
training necessary for handling an oil spill within the capabilities of manpower
and equipment at a company facility. To achieve this goal, the instructional staff
will provide classroom discussions and practical experiences designed to maximize
the effectiveness of an oil spill supervisor under spill conditions, to permit him
to work within the framework of the law, and to learn ways to minimize expense
and liability to the company. It is the school's aim that when a trainee leaves at
the end of the week he will be able to:

1. recognize potential spill situations,

2. modify existing contingency plans to make them more current and prac-
ticable and to include experiences learned from previous spills,

3. establish a supervisory team to execute a contingency plan,

4. organize, train, and direct a response team,

S, recommend and direct the use of proper oil spill equipment, such as
skimmers, booms, sorbents, and other tools required to mount an

effective spill cleanup,

6. preplan arrangements for additional support equipment and supplies not
readily available,

7. establish plans' for an effective communications system during a spill,
which include radio, telephone, and public address systems,

8. meet legal requirements for properly reporting oil spills,and

9. effectively handle public relations aspects and be aware of the legal
implications at a spill scene.




TABLE 1. OIL SPILL INCIDENT OCCURRENCE IN PERCENT

1977 1978 1979 1980 1981
Atlantic Coast 21.2 23.2 24.9 22.0 22.8
Gulf Coast | 34.8 30.4 35.3 24.4 20.0
Pacific Coast 17.3 18.7 14.7 15. 2 12.7
Great Lakes 1.8 Sub 6.5 5.0 2.8
Inland 19.4 22.3 18.7 33:2 41.0
Other 0.2 _0.7
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Total Incidents 10,660 11,950 10,990 9,194 8,376

('From U.S. Coast Guard - "Polluting Incidents In and Around U.S. Waters, 1977

and 1978, 1978 and 1979, 1979 and 1980, and 1980 and 1981.")



TABLE 2. OIL SPILL VOLUME IN PERCENT

1877 1978 1979 1980 1981
Atlantic Coast 38.3 54.4 17.6 12.3 3.5
Gulf Coast 30.1 19.¢ 31.4 8.7 2.3
Pacific Coast 5.3 1.8 8:3 2.2 ;g
Great Lakes 3. 0.9 2.2 4.8 0.7
Inland 23.2 3.1 40.4 61.8 2.2
Other e > L - 0.2 it ML
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Total Volume
(gallons) 8,979,381 14,343,996 10,500,344 10,171,050 17,668,622 .

(From U.S. Coast Guard - "Polluting Incidents In and Around U.S. Waters, 1977

and 1978, 1978 and 1979, 1979 and 1980, and 1980 and 1981.")
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TABLE 3. LIST OF OIL SPILL CAUSES (U.S. COAST GUARD)

Hull/Tank Rupture
Transportation Pipeline Leak
Other Structural Failure
Pipeline Rupture/Leak
Other Rupture/Leak

Valve Failure

Pump Failure

Other Equipment Failure
Tank Overflow

Improper Equipment Operation
Other Personnel Error
Railroad/Highway/Air

Bilge Pumping

Ballast Pumping

Other Intentional
Natural/Chronic

Unknown
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TABLE 4. TOP FIVE IDENTIFIED SPILL CAUSES BY INCIDENTS

1978

1979

1980

1981

Tank Overflow

Hull/Tank
Rupture

Other Equipment
Failure

Pipeline
Rupture/Leak

Transportation
Pipe./Leak

Tank Overflow

Hull/Tank
Rupture

Pipeline
Rupture/Leak

Personnel
Error

Other
Personnel
Error

Tank Overflow

Pipeline
Rupture/Leak

Hull/Tank
Rupture

Other Equipment
Failure

Other
Personnel
Failure

(From U.S. Coast Guard - "Polluting Incidents In and Around U.S.
1979 and 1980, and 1980 and 1981.")

Tank Overflow

Pipeline
Rupture/Leak

Hull/Tank
Rupture

Other Equipment
Failure

Other
Personnel
Failure

Tank Overflow

Pipeline -
Rupture/Leak

Hull/Tank
Rupture

Other Equipment
Failure

Improper
Equipment
Operation

waters, 1977 and 1978, 1978 and 1979,
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TABLE 5. TOP FIVE IDENTIFIED SPILL CAUSES BY VOLUME

1977 1978 1979 1980 1981
Hull/Tank Hull/Tank Hull/Tank Pipeline Hull/Tank
Rupture Rupture Rupture Rupture/Leak Rupture
Pipeline Other Pipeline Other "Pipeline
Rupture/Leak Structural Rupture/Leak Structural Rupture/Leak

Failure Failure

Transportation Pipeline Transportation Hull/Tank Tank
Pipeline Rupture/Leak Pipeline Rupture Overflow
Leak Leak
Other Equipment Tank Overflow Other Other Other
Failure Structural Intentional .Personnel

Failure Error
Railroad/ Railroad/ Other Equipment Tank Overflow Other
Highway/Air Highway/Air Failure Intentional

(From U.S. Coast Guard - "Pollutin
1979 and 1980, and 1980 and 1981.")

g Incidents In and Around U.S. Waters, 1977 and 1978, 1978 and 1979,
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OIL IN THE ENVIRONMENT

Our environment provides the basic needs of man: food, oxygen, and
water. In addition it provides a challenge and creative stimuli for recreation,
aesthetic beauty, and ideas. Biologists are concerned about plants and animals
because living organisms form intricate and sometimes delicate associations that
can be disturbed by an outside influence. A disturbance, such as an oil spill,

can affect one or several organisms which can affect organisms used by man.

The effects from large ocean spills on chemical, physical, and biological pro-

Ve % 3 yet the effects from

cesses have been well published and documented,
inland spills are not as well known. Although some experiments on inland
organisms have demonstrated physiological stress induced by hydrocarbons,
dynamic spill induced changes in organism populations are only beginning to be

understood.

The most thoroughly studied organism affected by hydrocarbons is man.
The way in which oil affects man will be similar to many of the effects oil might
have on plants and other animals.

\

Effects On Humans

(o) i n ; jor
The harmful effects can vary from chronic to acute.4 The problems arise from
those hydrocarbons that are distilled from crude. A major problem with short
carbon chained alkanes, such as those hydrocarbons which make up gasoline, is
flammability, but these vapors can also exert a slight anesthetic and depressant

effect on the central nervous system at concentrations from 5 to 10,000 parts per
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million (ppm) (up to 1 percent of air volume). Larger concentrations (up to 4 ‘
percent air volume) may induce narcosis and convulsions leading to death. At
extremely high concentrations, these products can displace inhaled oxygen and
Cause anorexia and asphyxiation. A more common problem with alkanes is irri-
tation of skin and mucous membranes. Carcinogenic, teratogenic, or mutagenic

effects have not been found in humans or other mammals.

The aromatics are ringed hydrocarbons such as benzene, toluene, and
xylene. Although benzene has been recognized as a toxic substance (as low a
0.7 percent air volume), lower concentrations can affect the central nervous sys-
tem (respiratory paralysis, mucous membrane irritation with pulmonary edema,
gastrointestinal irritation, skin blistering, and paraesthesia - loss of tactile

sense). The effects of toluene and xylene are not as extreme. Toluene effects

are documented by painters and "glue sniffers" habituation. Both chemicals can
cause fatigue, mental confusion, loss of coordination, severe nervousness, and
insomnia as well as skin and mucous membrane irritation. Although benzene can

occur in crude and gasoline, toluene and xylene are not as common.

Other aromatics such as phenols and cresols occur in some crudes. Since
phenolic compounds (phenols) are acidic, they can be corrosive to skin, eyes,
and membranes. They can also induce nausea, vomiting, difficult breathing,
ulmonary edema, headache, visual disturbance, convul ions, and partial P, I-
p Y ‘ “I e ! i fs 44 & ™ :-~‘~$‘ W%l it \\.p w

e gt s, #
ysfs.” Many phenolic compounds are readily absorbed into the bIoodA stream and

' . Y

-
have acted as carcinogens and co-carcinogens in animals. Cresols also cause skin
and mucous membrane irritation and corrosive tissue burns, especially tissues of

the kidney and liver. Their microbicidal effects have long been known, as

cresol-treated posts resist the attack of bacteria and fungi. ‘




Crude oils may contain metals which can be carcinogenic, mutagenic, or
teratogenic. Lubricants usually contain metals. The effects vary from skin

irritation, kidney or liver damage, and cumulative poisons to death.

Generally, the effects by hydrocarbons can be categorized into five (5)

classes:

T Direct Lethal Toxicity (death)

2. Sublethal Disruption of Physiological Activities (depression,
nausea, narcosis, convulsions, fatigue, insomnia, pulmonary
edema, gastrointestinal irritation, paraesthesia)

3 Direct Physical Coating (mucous membrane irritation, skin
blistering, death)

4. Incorporation of Oil In Organisms' Body (carcinogenic, tera-
tagenic, mutagenic, death)

5. Alteration of Habitat (acidity, heavy metals accumulation,
death)

Studies of these effects during actual spills have been limited. Furthermore,
many of the acute effects may require prolonged exposure or heavy doses.
However, the chronic effects can bring about poor worker performance and/or
damage claims. Therefore, personal and public safety should be a primary

consideration.

Spills On Land

When oil is spilled on land, some oil will evaporate, some oil will stay on the
surface, and some oil will penetrate into the soil. Oil that evaporates generally
does little harm, as the vapors disperse below harmful limits. However, accum-
ulated vapors in low lying areas (stream bottoms) or highly flammable products
can ignite and cause thermal damage (burn scars, dehydration, and/or death) to

both plants and animals.




Oil that stays on the land surface can coat plants and animals with varying
effects. Total coating can smother an organism. The effects of partial coating
will vary with the season. Generally, plants coated during the non-growing
season (due to cold temperatures, extremely hot temperatures, or dry season) are
affected less than during growing seasons. Plants coated with oil during the
growing season (especially early in the growing season) may cease photosynthesis
due to the oil limiting light from reaching the leaves. The complete or partial oil
coating on plant leaves can also be toxic to the plants,7 can reduce seed pro-

G ARTER Suy SRy
duction,” or can reduce germination.

Generally, plants that live only one year or less (annual plants) are not as
tolerant of oiling as plants that live more than a year and that can regenerate
from roots (perennial plants). This trend has been found in the tundra where
mosses, lichens, and liverworts are affected more than dwarl and woody

shrubs,m in grassland with annual and perennial grasses,”, in forests with

12, 13 14, 15

various trees, and in marshes with annual and perennial grasses.

When plants are not tolerant of oil, elimination of plant species can be as
high as 90 percent during the first year after the spill. On the other hand,

5,8

light oiling has been found to stimulate some plants. If the number of plants

is reduced, the spill can contribute indirectly to soil erosion.

Oil that seeps into the ground can have direct effects on plants (Fig. 1)
and other organisms that may affect plants or animals. Besides direct toxicily to
rools, oil can decrease oxygen in soil by filling air-filled pores. Kerosene based
;e fuels are particularly resistant to oxidation due to the addition of oxidation
‘nhibitors.  Generally, oil oxidation is highest for crude followed by leaded

gasoline, kerosene, motor oils, and diesel fuel.




With an increase in oil, some decomposing micro-organisms can increase,
which can decrease or stop plant growth. Oil can reduce nutrient availability and

8, 9, 18

increase toxic elements to plants. Qil has also been shown to interfere

with root uptake of water'.19

Changes in micro-organisms' numbers (bacteria and fungi) can occur after an
oil spill (Fig. 2). Since bacteria and fungi are necessary for the breakdown
of organic matter, including oil, and the recycling of nutrients, changes in their
numbers can affect their ability to degrade organic matter and supply plants and
other organisms with nutrients (Fig. 3). Oil can change the numbers of a
species by death of micro-organism520 and/or by stimulating growth of other
micr-o-or'ganisms.21 For example, a microrhizal fungus (root fungus) aids plants
in acquiring nitrogen. Crude oil is known to decrease these fungi, thereby

decreasing plant gr‘owth.22

Other problems may result from the fact that some species that degrade oil
change an insoluble hydrocarbon into a more soluble hydrocarbon, such as naph-
thalene, xylene, or benzene, that can dissolve into the groundwater and cause
pollution of potable waters;25 also, some species of micro-organisms which may

increase after a spill are known to be pathogenic.23' 24

The effects of land spills on animals generally are a problem more to small
animals with little mobility than larger animals with greater mobility. Most
mammals and birds will avoid oil contaminated land unless they are incapable of
leaving. For example, two dead sheep were found after consuming oiled seaweed

26

which was their main winter food source. Small animals such as worms,

spiders, and insects contacting oil can die from oil toxicity or from physicai
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restraint of highly viscous oils. For example, experimental populations of
crickets were reduced by as much as 70 percent due to oil ingestion and integ-

ment absorbtion. e7

Oils On Water

Oils can enter marshes, lakes, streams, or rivers by surface runoff, sub-
surface oil spreading, oil in underground water flow, or spills on water. Its
effects can be toxic enough to cause death or physiological stress; or it can have
few observable effects on plants and animals. Phytoplankton production (micro-

28, .29

scopic plants) has declined following exposure to crude or has remained

unchanged after crude exposure.30 This same variability in response has been

% This variability may be caused by the

found for alga&31 and marsh grasses.7’
type of oil, the amount of time an organism is exposed to oil, and the physio-
logical condition of the organism. Although the reduction in productivity may be
caused by many factors, a few possibilities are: reduced bicarbonate uptake,

33 and inhibition of DNA and RNA biosynthesis.34

which affects photosynthesis,
The problem with reduction in productivity is a change in population of organ-
isms. In an experimental benthic algae community, the use of No. 2 fuel oil,
Nigerian crude, or used crankcase oil depressed the green algae and diatom
pr‘oduc’cion.35 Furthermore, this condition allowed blue-green algae to develop.

/A reduction in plant productivity will require its predators (animals) to change

diet, reduce growth rate, move to an uneffected area, or face starvation.

Oil effects on animals have resulted in wildlife losses as dramatic as some
marine oil spills. A crude pipeline leak under river ice resulted in the death of
10,000 ducks, muskrats, and beaver's.36 Following an aviation gasoline spill in a

stream, 2,500 fish and macroinvertebrates (insects, crustaceans, snails, worms)
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died within the first two miles of the spill.37 A diesel spill in a creek resulted in
an estimated 90 percent fish loss and the death of many macroinvertebrates.38
After a No. 2 fuel oil spill in a creek, 20 carp, a turtle, a beaver, and a wood

duck died.39 Runoff from a gasoline tank truck collision into a pond resulted in

the death of three wood ducks and an undetermined number of snakes.40

One reason for spill related death to animals is hydrocarbon toxicity. Al-

—

though freshwater organisms have not been as extensively studied as marine
organisms, oil can cause death or physiological stress in an animal (Table 1). In
marine environmenls, hydrocarbon toxicity can result in individual death, physio-
logical stress in body organs, behavioral changes, and teratological effects.41’ 92
Physiological stress includes lesions in veins, intestines, gills, kidneys, and
increased respiration rates. Behavioral changes include reduced chemotactic
perception (antenna reception in invertebrates) which can affect food locating
behavior, predator perception, sexual partners finding, aggression, and groom-
ing. Teratological effects (especially in birds) include inhibition of gonadal

development, reduced egg production, and embryo or young malformations (Table

2);

The chance of an organism being affected by a spill will depend on the type
of oil (particularly those with soluble aromatics), time exposed to oil and the
physiological condition of the organism. Generally, those organisms that live at
the water's surface or frequently visit the water's surface (high concentration of
0il) will be affected more than organisms deeper in the water column (low concen-
tration of oil) (Fig. 4). However, shrimp, a water column species, have been
shown to survive toxicity experiments; yet during spills massive dieoffs have
occurred as shrimp obtain lethal doses by surfacing at night and contacting

slicks.so The surfacing behavior is also known for zooplankton. Although after
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a spill zooplankton were not affected by oil, they contributed an estimated 20 ‘

percent or more of oil volume to the bottom fecal dr‘oppings.61

Shrimp and Zooplankton surface at night to feed

13-10
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TABLE 1.

OIL TOXICITY ON FRESHWATER ORGANISMS

Organisms Oil Type Reported Toxicity Remarks Reference
Asplanchne 10 crude oils Crude oils were toxic to rotifers. 43
Sieboldi Stress in surviving rotifers showed
(rotifer) reduced consumption and productiv-
ity rates. Oil had no effect on
longevity.
Dapnicmagma Napthalene 13.2 mg/l 24 hr LC50 Dapnia showed sluggish behavior -
Zdapniai and decreased hemoglobin concen-
3.4 mg/l 48 hr LC50 tration.

Procambarus Water soluble Crayfish took up napthalene upon 45
acutus fractions of exposure and excreted napthalene
P. clarkii No. 2 fuel oil when placed in oil free environ-
Zcrayfish ) ment.
Cipangopalundine  Poly-nuclear Bioaccumulation concentrations were 46
chineasis aromatic 15 to 200 times higher in moilusea
(freshwater hydrocarbons than in sediments.
Mollusea)
Jordanella Waste crank- Oil affected 30-day and 100-day 47
floridae case oil old larvae survival due to metals
(American flag- in oil.
fish larvae)
Salmotrutta 2, 4-dichlorophenol 1.7 mg/I 24 hr LC50 48
(brown trout) 2, 6-dichlorophenol 4.0

2, 3, 5-trichlorophenol 0.8

3 chloro-o-cresol 2.0

4 chloro-m-cresol 143
Lepomis Benzene 22.49 mg/I| 49
macrochirus Cyclohexone 34.72
(bluegill Phenol 23.88 96 hr Tl
sunfish) Toluene 24.00 '




(03]
X
N

Organisms Oil Type Reported Toxicity Remarks Reference
Carassius Benzene 34.42 mg/I
auratus Cyclohexone 42.33
goldfish) Phenol 44.49 96 hr TLm
Toluene 57.68
Lebistes Benzene 36.60 mg/I
reticulatus Cyclohexone 57.68
(guppies) Phenol 39.19 96 hr TLm
Toluene 59.30
Pimephales Phenol 8.3 mg/I 48 hr LC50 50
romelas 29.0 96 hr LC50
Efathead minnow) 23.0 192 hr LC50
Lepomis Benzene 20 mg/I| 24 hr TLm 51
macrochirus Kerosene 2,990
(blue gill Phenol 19
sunfish)
Gambusia Cyclohexone 15,500 mg/I| 24 hr TLm 51
affinus Heptane 4,924
(mosquito Napthalene 220
fish) Cresol 24
Xenopus lacuis Napthalene 2.1 mg/I 96 hr LC50 52
(African clawed
frog)
Rana catesbeiana Bunker C 0.13-10.0% Within 7% hrs. 72.8% of the number 53

(larval bullfrog)

of frogs floated to the surface
regardless of concentration com-
pared to 4.9% of control group.
Latter larval stages more suscep-

tible to mortality, larvae had
high accumulations of oil in
buccal cavity and intestinal
tract.
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Organisms Oil Type Reported Toxicity Remarks Reference
BIRDS

Anas Prudhoe Bay crude Mallards tolerated large quantities 54
platyrhyuchus of crude mixed in their diet.

(mallard)

Grus canadensis
(sandhill crane)

Falco spareurius
(American kestrol)

Anas
platyrhyuchus
(mallard)

Anas
platyrhyuchus
(mallard)

Somateria
mallisima

(common eider)

Larus marinus
(great black
backed gull)

Sterna
sandivicensis
(sandwich tern)

Larus ateirilla
(laughing gulls:

Prudhoe Bay crude

Ixtoc | oil

South Louisiana
crude

South Louisiana
crude

Kuwait crude
No. 2 fuel oil

No. 2 fuel oil

No. 2 fuel oil

No. 2 fuel oil

No. 2 fuel oil

Cranes tolerated high doses of 55
oil in diet.
Oil ingestion study showed crude 56

possesses little hazard to free
ranging kestrels.

Oil ingestion reduced egg pro- , 7
duction of hens, reduced growth
in ducklings, biochemical lesions
in ducklings' liver and kidneys.

Oiled eggs: microliter applications
of crude or refined oils on the
surface of fertile eggs caused

death to embryo or malformed chick.



Organisms Oil Type Reported Toxicity Remarks Reference
Hydranasse No. 2 fuel oil

tricolor

(Louisiana heron)

Hydranassa Weathered Libyan Weathered oil applied to water- 58
tricolor crude bird eggs caused embryo mortality.
(Louisiana

heron)

Aras Weathered and No to .icity of kerosenes to 59
platyrhyuchus unweathered eggs attributed to absence

(mallard) aviation kerosene of high molecular weight

aromatics in kerosene.




Another reason for spill related death is oil coating an organism. Although
low viscosity oils (gasoline, diesel) a}'e usually more toxic than highly viscous oils
(bunker C, heavy crude, weathered crude), highly viscous oils usually cause
more damage by coating organisms. The highly viscous oils can physically entrap

62, 63

insects, worms, and mollusks or reduce the insulation ability of mamal hair

64, 65, @@ Oiled birds and mammals would need to increase

or of bird feathers.
body heat 1.7 to 2.5 times greater than normal to maintain body warmth. This
would require an increase in food intake and/or increase body fat metabolism.

Failure to do so can result in pneumonia, starvation, and death (Table 2). Birds

most often affected in inland waters are the following:

1. divers (loons, grebes, cormorants, pelicans)

2: waterfowl (ducks, geese, swans, merganzers)

3. waders (herons, egrets, sandpipers, plovers, gulls, and
terns)

4. hawks (peregrine falcon, osprey, bald eagle)

Birds affected least are most land birds (quail, pheasant, jays, starlings, wood-

peckers, and sparrows).

Marine mammals generally have insulation of fat and hair which provides thein
protection from loss of body heat when coated with oil. Except for a few hair
seals, marine mammals have few problems with spills other than eye irritatior.
However, freshwater mammals, many being small, can have problems. After the
Sullom Voe oil spill,13 otters (Lutra lutra) were dead apparently due to oil coat-

ing.26 Other evidence from oil sludge pits, tar pits, and oilfield spillage pits

demonslrates oil's ability to entrap wildlife, as shorebirds, numerous ducks,

herons, mockingbirds, crows, hawks, owls, cottontails, rats, skunks, toad:,

grasshoppers, beetles, dragonflies, moths, and butterflies were found trapped ‘n

the oH.67
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TABLE 2. SUMMARY OF OIL EFFECTS ON BIRDS

Oil on Birds
e Pneumonia
2. Starvation
X i Death

Jil in Birds
P Inhibition of Gonadal Development
2 Reduced Egg Production in Hens
3. Embryo Malformation
4. Chick Malformation

5. Reduced Growth Rate in Ducklings

Oil on Eggs
1: Embryo Death

25 Embryo Malformation



Deterring Wildlife

When wildlife (primarily birds and mammals) can be harmed by a spill, a
natural consideration would be to keep the oil away from the wildlife or the wild-
life away from the spill. Althoug deterring wildlife can be accomplished, a single
technique will not work on all birds or mammals. Furthermore, deterrent devices

may be useless where breeding wildlife have nests, dens, or young.

Deterrent techniques have been developed to encourage birds and mammals tc
stay away from airports, oil ponds, oil lagoons, and other ar'eas.68 They use
sound stimulus, visual stimulus, or both stimuli to scare wildlife. Wildiife
responses to a stimulus vary. Diving birds, such as loons, grebes, cormorants,
and anhingas will usually dive in response to danger, while non-diving birds,
such as dabbling ducks, gulls, and coots, will take flight in response to danger.
Molting birds may be incapable of leaving an area. Wildlife will become habituated
to a deterrent device with time. Therefore, deterrent devices should be used
only where wildlife is threatened and should not be deployed due to its avaii-
ability. Also, birds tend to contact oil more often at twilight and at night wh: .
cleanup operations are few. Many water birds roost in ponds, lakes, marshes
and rivers. Therefore, a good wildlife deterrent must be mobile, effective over a

large area, effective for wildlife threatened, and effective at day and night.

Some examples of sound deterrent devices are distress calls, predater
sounds, Av-Alarms, pyrotechnics, and gas exploders. Distress calls are recorded
calls of a species that when broadcast cause the species and possibly closely
related species to disperse. Although most species are slow to habituate to their
own distress call, some species do not or rarely give a distress call. Predator

sounds have been used in marine environments by using killer whale sounds tc

B-17




disperse seabirds and on land to remove flocks of birds from 'cr'ees.69 Their use
in inland areas has not been tested thoroughly. The Av-Alarm is a proprietory
device that produces loud sounds in the frequencies of the species to be dis-
persed. The sounds are thought to interfere with the communications of the
flock, therefore creating stress in the species which causes them to disperse.
The sounds from one of these devices are also effective on people. Pyrotechnique
devices make a loud noise and/or light flash to scare wildlife, although the stimuli
does not mimic any naturally occurring experience. Some examples are shell
crackers, verey flares, rock :ts, mortar shells, and dynamite. Shell crackers are
used in a shotgun usually to produce a loud pop or crack and a puff of smoke at
a distance from the shotgun. Shell crackers are commonly used at airports with
bird problems. Verey flares shot from a hand gun produce a trail of smoke, a
flare, and a loud pop. When using pyrotechniques, oil flammability and operating
aircraft should be considered as a pyrotechniques' usability. Gas exploders use
propane or acetylene gas to ignite and produce a loud pop somewhat similar to a
shotgun shell being fired. They have been widely used in agricultural areas to

disperse seed eating birds and in grasslands to disperse coyotes.

Devices that use visual stimuli include scarecrows, dyes, lights, reflectors,
" hawks and falcons, and food lures. Scarecrows are generally of limited value
because wildlife becomes habituated to the device and it only works during the
~daytime. However, human effigies in small boats that rock with wave action have
shown some success.70 Dyes producing colored water or colored oil could be
quickly applied by aircraft but would be only effective during the day. The
“esting of eight colors has shown orange to be the best deterrent, with black
heing the worst deter‘rent.71 Search lights and flashing lights have been suc-

cessful at dispersing feeding and flying walerfowl at night. However, search
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lights may attract some birds, especially during rain, fog, or heavy cloud cover.
This phenomenon is particularly notiéeable at inland areas adjacent to the Gulf of
Mexico from the end of March to the middle of May, when billions of small birds
migrate across the Gulf and are attracted to light. In using strobe or flashing
lights, the optimal color tends to be red with a flashing rate of 6 to 12 seconds.
However, this rate can stimulate epileptic seizures in susceptible people. Refiec-
tors such as aluminum pie tins have shown only limited success. However, their
success has been increased by allowing tins to move. Aluminum tins work best
on sunny days. Similarly, hawks and falcons work well on fair weather days.
They require extensive care and training, and work best over inland areas.
Food lures may attract birds away from a spill or may attract more than a normai
number of birds to a spill area. Since a food lure would need to be placed near
the spill to be effective, it may attract high numbers of birds upon continuous

use for several days.

The use of aircraft and model aircraft use both sound and visual stimuli to
scare wildlife. Although aircraft can quickly scare birds away from a large area,
some water birds will dive from the stimuli. Also, many birds will be reluctant to

leave wildlife sanctuaries, especially after the start of hunting season.

Saving Oiled Wwildlife

When oiled birds or mammals are observed, one may be inclined to "rescue"
the oiled animal. Before an animal is subjected to this stressful situation, a few
questions should be answered.

1. Would the animal be better off without being cleaned?

2.  Are there nearby facilities for cleaning the animal?
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} Generally, a light amount of oil may not hinder an animal's daily activity. If
an animal is moderately or heavily coated the animal may be saved if cleaned.

| However, if cleaning cannot be initiated quickly (within one day of capture) the

chances for the animal's survival diminish.

|

i Another consideration is the legal aspect. Although it is illegal to capture

3 and hold a migratory bird (includes ducks, geese, swans, cormorants, loons,
grebes, herms, egrets, and pelicans) without the appropriate U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and state permits, the law may be relaxed during an emergency.
Also, a person cannot capture and hold migratory birds until after permits have

been received.

If the animal would be more likely to survive after being cleaned, the first

step is to capture the animal. Depending on the animal type, the rescuer should

wear gloves, clothes to cover the body, including the arms, and goggles. These
coverings will reduce personal injury from animals that scratch or birds that
attack the eyes. Remember, animals can inflict painful injuries by biting or
scratching. Some oiled animals can be easily caught with a long handled net.
However, animals should not be chased until they collapse due to exhaustion.
After an animal is captured, sometimes struggling can be reduced by covering its
eyes with some object to shut out light. Each animal should be placed in a
separate container for transportation. Boxes with lids work well for birds, and

garbage cans with lids work well for small mammals.

Ideally, animals should be transported to a rehabilitation center within one

cur. Therefore, it is imperative that rescue operations be preplanned. Even

e, 3

though publications can describe what needs to be done, without proper

training, cleaning efforts can be futile. Trained personnel can be found through
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:
| the state agency that issues bird handling permits, the fish and wildlife service,
zoos, or other wildlife exhibiting organizations. Organizations that clean oiled
animals are:
International Bird Rescue Research Center
| Aquatic Park
Berkley, CA 94710
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
84 Grove St.
Upton, MA 01568
Overall, capturing and rehabilitating wildlife should be a planned operation
to minimize stress to the animals (Table 3). Cleaning wildlife can be success-

74, 75

ful. In some cases, oiled animals are more likely 1~ survive withou:

cleaning.
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TABLE 3. OILED WILDLIFE RESCUE AND RECOVERY PLANNING GUIDE ‘

i) Capture
Confinement
Transportation
Cleaning

Rehabilitation

O U H W N

Release
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Summary

Oil in the environment can follow many pathways (Appendix 1 and 2). It
may kill organisms, stimulate organisms, or hinder and stimulate different

organisms. The major problems with oil are:

T Direct lethal toxicity

2 Sublethal disruption of physiological activities
3 Direct physical coating

4. Incorporation of oil in an organism's body

5. Alteration of habitat

Although preventing oil from entering an area of high wildlife value is the best
way to reduce the impact of a spill, wildlife deterrent devices can help reduce cil
induced problems, particularly for birds and mammals. Multiple techniques are
suggested for deterring wildlife. When wild animial rehabilitation is considered,
an organized plan for capture, cleaning, and rehabilitation should be administered

with trained personnel.
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BIOLOGICAL

APPENDIX 1.

Direct Kill

Delayed Kill

Salability
or
Population
Density

BIOLOGICAL IMPACTS
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Coating/asphyxiation of animals and
organisms
Direct contact poisoning

Lethal dose of toxic soluble portion
results in death at some other location
Food chain interference

Reduced resistance to subsequent
infection

Possible incorporation of carcinogen
into the affected species and human
food chain

Kill of sensitive young of the species
Food chain interference requiring
migrations to less desirable areas
Tainting (taste/odor) to destroy food
value

Degradation of breeding/feeding areas
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APPENDIX 2. PHYSICAL IMPACTS

\
|
| -pleasure
| -Crafts — -military —| -enjoyable-use diminution
| ‘ -commercial
:
| -Soiling -beaches -use diminution
-Shorelines * —| -estuaries 1 -productivity diminution
-preserves
‘ eaa 1 . »
| -buildings
’ -Structures __| -piers __| -possible structural failure
| -bridges -use limitations
-roads
-Animals & _| ~birds -toxic effects
Plants -kelp ﬁ -tainting (taste/odor)
-Water Intake
-Fouling -— Structures/
Screens
-Aesthetic Quality -Odor
Degradation -Appearance
-Explosion _|life
-property
-humans — -illness

-potential source of carcinogen

.vYS'CAL — -Ingestion -aquatic species -emulsified oil affects breat': ;- -
& feeding mechanisms

-direct & indirect kills

==
-Hazard -terrestrial -preening by oil soaked bircis
species & birds direct kill potential
-Skin/Eye —1 -irritation "burns"
Contact
-humans
-Inhalation — -terrestrial
animals
-Gas Transfer
from Air to -affects oxygen
Water ~] regimen

-private property -use diminution
-value diminution

—|-Public/Private - -business property _'I-piers

|
\
‘ Land Use -other
-Interfering -roads _|-commerce
-pleasure
-recreation
-Other Water | -navigation
Uses -water supply

| -fish culture

-smothers bottom species
— -may resurface & recreate

-Depositing in

Bottom Sediment spill condition
| -destroys biologically productive area
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PROPERTIES OF OIL THAT AFFECT RECOVERY

Knowledge of how oil reacts after it is spilled is essential for effective oil
recovery. Crude oil and refined petroleum products are not made of one type of
molecule, but are mixtures of different molecules. The types of molecules are
similar in structures except for the number and position of carbon and hydrogen
atoms in each molecule. During the refining step the molecules are sorted,
altered, and reorganized to produce specific blends of molecular types that have

been found to work best for the customer (Figs. 1 and 2).

Each blend will act slightly different because the properties of the molecuies

change as the chemical structures change. As an example, one factor that con-

trols the oil spreading rate is the viscosity of the oil. The less viscous No. 2

’ oil, with shorter length molecules, will spread faster than the more viscous No. 6

oil which has much longer molecules.

Oil Spreading

Of the different ways oil may interact with the environment, the rate of
spreading is perhaps the most important. As discussed above, spreading rate is
a function of the viscosity of the oil. Viscosity is determined by the type of oil
molecule and the temperature. In the winter, when the temperature is very low,
oil spilled on the ground will not penetrate the soil as quickly or spread over the
surface as rapidly as it would in the summer. |If the ground is frozen, the oil
will not penetrate at all. A second factor affecting spreading rate is the surface
tension of the oil. Like viscosity, surface tension is also temperature dependent
and tends to restrict spreading at low temperatures. Although the factors that

. affect spreading are known and spreading rates can be predicted under carefully
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controlled laboratory conditions, spreading rates for actual spills are very diffi-
cult to calculate with any degree of accuracy. Outdoor test results using two
types of oil and two spill sizes are shown in Fig. 3. The dala from the figure
is not valid for accurately predicting slick areas with time for a particular fulure
spill because spreading rate is a function of temperature and other variables.
The graph is useful as a guide to show the relative effects of time, type of oil,
and quantity of oil on a slick area. A rule of thumb is that the diameter of an
oil slick will double between 4 and 12 hours after a spill for spills of up to 5000
barrels. It is essential to “emember that spreading is a serious problem to the

cleanup crew that can best be overcome by acting quickly to contain the spill and

remove the oil. 7/
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Viscosily affects cleanup efforts with regard to pumping recovered oil. The«

more viscous the oil, due lo oil type‘and temperature, the more difficult it will 22
to pump. It is therefore important to match pumps and hoses to the pumping
conditions. It is also important to know the oil's pour peint, which indicates th
temperature at which the oil can no longer be pumped. The pour pcint ten:;
erature will be a function of the makeup of the oil. A waxy crude oil will have
high pour point. Number 2 oil has a pour point of about 20°F. Number 6 oil :

a pour point greater than 100°F and therefore must be heated prior to pumping.

Oil Evaporation

Volatility is an important characteristic because it governs the rate of evap-
oration of spilled oil and will determine combustion properties. The flash point
and the lower flammable limit are two terms describing volatility. The flash pcir:
is the minimum temperature at which sufficient liquid is vaporized to create
mixture of fuel and air capable of being ignited. For example, the flash poiinc :
gasoline is -45°F (-43°C) and that of No. 2 diesel is 125°F (52.7°C). Thers. u. -
gasoline is likely to ignite in most spill situations. On the other hand, diesei
flash point is above normal temperatures at most spill events. This does nc:
mean that diesel will not ignite. An ignition source can provide the temperatu ¢
necessary for ignition and the initial combustion can provide the temperatuie

needed for continued combustion.

Combustion is possible when the ratio of fuel to air lies between carici.
limits. A mixture with not enough fuel (too lean) or not enough air (too rich;
will not support combustion. Since it is unlikely that a too rich situation wi‘
occur during a spill, the too lean mixture is of primary interest. The minimur

volume of fuel (vapor) that will support combustion is called the lower fiammabi:
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(explosion) limit. For gasoline, this volume can be as low as 1.4 to 1.7% of the
air volume. A preferred way to check for combustibility is with a combustible
gas detector. Remember that the combustible gas detector test is only good
where taken, and this information cannot be generalized for the entire spill area.
Furthermore, hydrocarbon products form a layer along the ground which will, in

time, mix with the air. The vapors are apt to settle in low places.

Most oils will emit combustible vapors, especially light oils such as gasoline
and aviation fuels (Fig. 4). Combustion is likely where oil is concentrated at
spill sources, behind booms, or on the shoreline. Since three things are re-
quired for combustion to take place [fuel, oxygen (air), and an ignition source],
the removal of any one requirement will prevent combustion. Therefore, fuel on
land can be covered with a foam blanket or dirt to remove the air. Ignition
sources can be removed. Some common sources are: flames (matches, ciga-
rettes), electric sparks (pumps, motors), static sparks, and hot surfaces

{mufflers, catalytic converters, pumps).

A complex mixture such as crude oil will initially lose light fractions by
evaporation followed by successively higher boiling fractions (Fig. 5). The
evaporation rate will be increased by high winds (Fig. 6). Rough weather con-
ditions also increase evaporation by exposing more surfaces of the oil at wave
crests and as sprays. Because evaporation is enhanced by increased surface

area, more evaporation will occur as the oil spreads.

Heavier components of crude oil will evaporate slowly and form a residue on
-ne water surface. The residue will have a higher specific gravity, a higher

viscosity, and contain greater concentrations of sulphur, metals, and wax than

the original crude. Evaporation will result in losing a significant portion of the
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spilled oil. Experience indicates that as much as 20 percent of the total weight of
oil can be lost within a few hours exposure. A much smaller percentage will be
lost afterward. This characteristic will assist the cleanup crew because the
amount to be removed is decreased. It also makes the remaining oil safer to

handle.
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Biological Degradation

When oil is spilled in the environment, microorganisms that inhabit the spill
area will begin to degrade the oil by using it for food. The rate of degradation
will depend on temperature, type of oil, availability of nutrients, and presence of
oxygen. It has been suggested that bacteria be added to oil slicks to permit the
organisms to degrade the oil at a faster rate. However, the process is more
complicated than merely adding organisms because of the requirement of oxygen
and nutrients needed for rapid degradation. The ralative effect of biological
degradation is significant depending on the location of the spill. For example,
there would be very little degradation in arctic waters, but considerable oil
degradation would occur in tropical waters. Compared to evaporation, however,

biological degradation is usually a small factor over a short period of time.

Other Factors

Most oils can be easily seen on top of the water with the exception of light
oils such as No. 2 fuel oil. Although No. 2 fuel oil floats, it is almost trans-
parent and very difficult to see when a worker is viewing the spill a few feet
above water. This is why it is helpful to use helicopters to find spills. Spilled
oil is usually much lighter than water and will alsmost without exception float,
although some heavy oils have been reported to sink. Kuwait crude residue has
a specific gravity of 1.023, and Franion Heavy has a specific gravity of 1.027.
However, it is not likely that these residues will sink if spilled in sea water,
which has an average specific gravity of 1.025. It is believed that a light

emulsion forms under the spill and acts to float the oil.
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A small amount of the oil will dissolve and emulsify in the water, depending

on the amount of light fractions and degree of mixing caused by currents, waves,

and vessel traffic. Light fractions will dissolve in water up to a maximum of

about 1000 parts per million. Table 1 lists some hydrocarbon solubilities -in

distilled water.

Generally, oil density will tend to affect the ease of dispersion of the oil
through the water column (Table 1). Light fractions will dissolve in water up to
a maximum of about 10,000 parts per million. The problems with oil dissolving in
the water are toxicity to aquatic life, odor in drinking water, flavor change in
drinking water, reduced cooling efficiency in cooling waters (power plants),
explosion hazard in industrial water supplies, and contamination of food or chemi-
cal products from receiving waters. If an emulsion occurs, a thin combination of
oil, water, and air (sometimes sand) can develop. Under certain conditions a
highly viscous emulsion called ""chocolate mousse" can develop which is difficult to

recover and persistent in the environment. After the Amoco Cadiz and Metula oil

spills, chocolate mousse persisted on the shoreline for years.z’ $iih The longer
oil persists in the water, the more water will combine with the oil to form an
emulsion (Fig. 7), and the thicker or more viscous the emulsion will become (Fig.
8). This will affect pumpability. Heavy oils and crude oils are most subject to
mousse formation. Although emulsion formation does not significantly slow down
the evaporation process, biodegradation is reduced due to the lack of available

oxygen inside the mousse.



TABLE 1. DENSITY AND SOLUBILITY OF OIL COMPOUNDS5

Compound Density Solubility In Water

PARAFFINS
Pentane .62 360 ppm
Hexane .66 138 ppm
Heptane .68 52 ppm
Octane .70 65 ppm
Nonane .72 c. 10 ppm
Decane VA c&' 3 ppm

NAPTHENES
Cyclopentane 1D "slight"
Methyl Cyclopentane 519
Cyclohexane .78
Ethylcyclohexane .79

AROMATICS
Benzene .88
Toluene .87
Ethylbenzene .87
Xylene 88

Napthalene 1:15
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The viscosity of oil also affects the way in which the oil will interact with a
beach when driven ashore. Light oil of low viscosity will tend to run off rocky
surfaces and to seep into beach sands. A highly viscous oil will more likely
remain attached on a surface such as a seawall or boat and will usually stay on

top of beach sand (Table 2).

When samples of spilled oil are taken for analysis to determine legal ques-
tions, it is recommended tha! the samples be taken soon after the spill and prior
to significant weathering of i(he oil. As the oil wealhers and loses volatile com-
ponents, the resulting subslance is slightly differenl than il was originally,
causing problems in identification. The Coast Guard has sponsored a considerable
research program to more accurately trace weathered oil. Like other detection
techniques, the new methods also work better with "fresher" samples, but they
are much more likely to determine if a particular weathered sample originated from

a particular facility. Sampling procedures will be covered later.

Summary

The two properties that immediately and most importantly affect spills are oil
spreading and evaporation ol volatile fractions. Spreading will hamper recovery
by distributing the oil over a greater area. Evaporation of volatile fractions aids
recovery by decreasing the amount of oil to be recovered. Evaporation causes
the viscosity and gravity of the remaining oil to increase. Although biological
degradation of spilled oil will take place, it is usually an important factor only
with long-term spills. Oil dissolution occurs to a relatively small extent, and the
emulsification of oil depends on the properties of the oil and mixing energy. As
oil weathers it becomes difficult to compare with unweathered oils. Therefore,

the sampling program should begin soon after the cleanup program is implemented.
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TABLE 2. PROPERTIES OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS WHICH AFFECT THEIR SPILL BEHAVlOR‘I
Performance Relationship of
Critical Descriptive Auto Marine Fuel Qils Lube Performance
Property Property Gasoline JP-4 Diesel Diesel No. 2 No. 6 Qil Property to Spill
Viscosity Resistance to flow Low LOW LOwW LOW LOwW HIGH MOD - Low viscosity materials
(centistoke (=1.:4) (=3.0) (=2.0) (>75) HIGH spread easily over
at 100°F) ; surface
Surface Resistance to LOW LOW MOD MOD MOD MOD MOD Low surface tension
Tension spread over materials will spread
another liquid more readily
Volatility Tendency to HIGH HIGH LOW LOW LOW VERY VERY High volatility favors
evaporate LOW LOW evaporation--if combined
with low flash point,
present explosion hazard
Relative Tendency for all VERY VERY VERY VERY VERY VERY Emul- Soluble Components of
Solubility or portion of spill LOwW LOW LOW LOW LOW LOwW sifies spill (including additives)
to dissolve in water may be toxic to aquatic
organisms
Density " Mass per unit LOW LOW LOW LOW LOwW HIGH MOD Materials heavier than
(specific volume--tendency (=.73) (=.85) (=.82) (.9 - (.85) water (Sp Gr = 1.0) gen-
gravity) approx to sink in water 1.0) erally will sink--smother
bottom organisms--affects
shellfish
Emulsibility Tendency to form VERY VERY LOW LOW LOW HIGH HIGH High emulsibility spreads
stable suspension LOW LOW oil throughout water col-
with water umn, extends possible
contamination range.
Affects free swimming
species (fish)
Pour Point Lowest temperature LOW LOW LOwW LOW LOW HIGH LOW As pour point is ap-
at which oil will pour (20°F) (20°F) (60°F) (=10°2F) proached, spill spread
decreases
Flash Point Tendency to ignite VERY VERY LOW MOD LOW MOD VERY Low flash point combined
(min) LOW LOW (=104° (140°F) (100° (150° HIGH with high volatility =
{(-40°F) (-20°F) F F) F) (350°F) explosion hazard
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INITIAL RESPONSE ACTiONS

When an oil spill occurs, a multitude of questions arise as to what proce-
dures to use to safely handle the event. Although the first company represen-
tative may not be in charge of all oil spill contrcl operations, his decisions are

crucial in controlling the spill at the spill scene.

Is the Product Flammabte?

If the product is flammable, removing ignition sources (hot automobile
engines and mufflers, cigarettes, etc.) will reduce the fire hazard. If flamma-
bility is questionable, hydrocarbon monitoring devices can be used to determine
this possibility (Appendix 1). Sincé continued hydrocarbon sensation upon
olfactory senses dulls the sense of smell, smell is not a dependable tool to locate
hydrocarbons. To reduce the fire hazard of flummable products, firefighting
foams can be used to cover the spill and lower the evaporation rate. Water fog

can also be used for vapor conlrol, but runoff will be increased.

Are People In Danger’

Once the site has been inspected, - people should be protected. First, the
response crew should stay upwind and the police and fire department should be
contacted. If someone is found unconscious (tank truck driver, vapor victim, or

other person), rescue should be initiated only by personnel using proper safety

procedures and equipment. This may include 'ull protective clothing, self-
contained breathing apparatus, and safety lines If product flammability or
toxicily are potential problems’, evacuation shoul.! be considered in downwind

areas. Local police, firemen, etc. should be used in evacuations due to their




familiarity with the area, knowledge of the people, and availability. The Depart-
ment of Transportation nas recommended evacuating people from an area at least
2,000 feet from the spill perimeter. Heat from hydrocarbon fires can be intense,
explosions can generate sudden winds by pulling air towards the flames, and
explosions can throw parts of metal containers in any direction. Determining the

extent of further evacuation can be aided with hydrocarbon monitoring devices.

To keep crowds from forming, traffic should be diverted to alternative
roadways. Remember, vehicles close to the spill scene should not be started until
it is safe. For spills in waterways, boat traffic should be stopped from entering
hazardous areas. To prevent and/or control crowds, security guards or police-
men can be used to direct bystanders out of the area. Further warning notices,
tape, flagging, rope barriers, and wood barricades can be set up to delineate a

hazardous boundary.

Product evaporation can be reduced by using foams (see Physical and Chem-
ical Agent section), soil burial, water flooding, and water fog. The use of
sorbents, dispersants on thin water layers, and sumping and trenching tech-

niques have proven only slightly effective at reducing evaporation.

Can The Product Be Safely Contained?

First, the leakage of the containers should be stopped or slowed. Depend-
ing on the situation, a pump station or valve can be closed shut, a drum can be
rolled with hole up, or a leaking tank can be plugged. Next, spill containment
cen be initiated. On roadways, sewers and drains can be blocked to prevent
explosion risk and sewage disposal contamination. On land, dams can be con-

structed in ditches, dry creeks, or other low places lo stop spill flow on the
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surface. Dikes or Llrenches can be constructed around the spill site to guide oil
to a collection site. Further, water can be added behind dams or dikes to reduce

spill penetration into the soil.

On water, underflow dams can contain oil while allowing water to flow
through. The main problem with underflow dams is vortex or whirlpool formation
on the upstream side. The vortex will cause oil to escape from containment. A
vortex can be eliminated by lowering the upstream end of the pipe in the dam or
raising the pipe end in front of the dam. This allows a greater water depth
between the pipe end behind the dam and the water surface. Another way to
minimize vortex formation is by placing a floating board over the vortex. This
action will prevent the vortex from obtaining its maximum size. Another device is
the culvert wier. A board, plank, or capable material can be placed in the water
on the inflowing end of the culvert. The culvert wier will stop or slow the oil on
the water's surface, yet allow water to flow underneath the weir. Although this
device is easy to construct, it can be difficult to maintain if the water flow varies
during the spill event. The same principle can be used in ditches and :mall
streams by placing a long board across the water to contain a spill. Containment
and collection of material can be accomplished with the addition of a sorbent
behind the board which is called a filter fence. The basic design is to have a
fence material (board, poultry fence, chain-link tence, etc.) that will keep the

sorbent from flowing downstream.

For larger bodies of water, beams should be used. (See'Containment of Oil
on Water section.) Furthermore, spills in larger bodies of water can be con-
trolled faster with the use of aircraft. Through the use of aircraft the super-
visor can get to the spill quickly, locate the oil, and determine the extent of the

spill much better than by boat or on foot. Sometimes aircraft are the only method
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of adequately following a spill. For example, a light oil such as No. 2 fuel oil is
all but invisible to an observer stationed near Lhe level of the water. From a
viewpoint above the water, an observer is capable ofv following the spill. In
observing a spill, many phenomenon that appear as oil may require surface con-
firmation. Cloud shadows, underwater plant growth (seagrasses), and suspended

sand particles near shorelines may all appear to be oil from an aerial view.

When surveying the spill site with aircraft, a camera or video recorder
should be taken to obtain photographic evidence of the work. A battery o~perated
tape recorder should be used to record the progress of the work and to provide
a statement for each photograph taken. A two-way radio should also be taken so
the supervisor will have contact with the ground operation. The aircraft will
have one or more radios but the frequencies will not be compatible with those

used in the cleanup work.

When a spill is in the containment and cleanup stage, the cleanup supervisor
should survey the area daily by air to assess the progress of the work. Small
pockets of oil can be located by air that may be missed by other methods only to
get away at a later time and recontaminate the cleaned area. Streaks of oil can
be located better from an aircraft. The effectiveness of booms can be determined
by watching for oil coming under the boom and surfacing downstream. Oiled
water fowl are easily located from the air and aircraft are sometimes used to scare

birds away from an area.

Usually helicopters or airplanes are used in aerial surveillance. The one

used may depend on availability, but there are advantages and disadvantages of

each (Appendix 2).




‘ Because of the valuable assistance of surveying a spill from the air, the use
of aircraft should be included in the contingency plan. Daily flights over the

spill area will permit documentation of cleanup progress using a camera and tape

recorder.

When aircraft are not available or viewing conditions are poor (night or

fog), oil movement can be estimated by knowing wind and current conditions.

The wind effect is calculated by:

Average or mean wind speed X .034 = wind effect.

For example, a 12 mile/hour wind results in
12 mph X .034 = 0.4 mph wind effect

‘ If both wind and current are present, vectors for each effect will estimate
slick movement. See Appendix 3 for vector calculations. In knowing the
spreading rate and changes in wind or current directions a spill's movement can

be estimated (Fig. 1).
Initial Spill Location

~

R Estimated Size and Location in 1 hours

Estimated
Size and Locatio

in 2 hours Estimated Size

and Location in 4 nhoi

Estimated Size
and Location in
3 hours

' Figure 1. Oil Spill Pathway and Slick Size Spill Boundaries
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Summary
Response to a spill should follow a logical sequence such as:

1. Is the product flammable? (Am | in danger?)
2 Are people in danger?
3. What is the problem magnitude?

4. Can the product be safely contained?

Once the hazard has been removed or reduced to an acceptable level, clean-

up activities can be initiated.




APPENDIX 1. MONITORING EQUIPMENT

Monitoring equipment can be categorized into oxygen monitors, combustible
gas indicators, and toxicity indicators (for carbon monoxide). Some monitors

come with more than one capability.

Oxygen monitors measure the percentage of oxygen in the air. In the

atmosphere about 20.9 percent of the air is oxygen. Man can live in as low a
concentration of 19.5 percent oxygen (OSHA standard). Ratings below this point
indicate an oxygen deficient area. Readings above 19.5 percent oxygen generally
indicate a liveable area. However, high CO (carbon monoxide) or HZS (hydrogen
sulfide) condilions could exist with a "liveable" oxygen reading, which could be

fatal.

Combustible gas indicators generally measure the ability of an air sample to

ignite. Two types are the MOS (Metallic Oxide Semiconductor) and the Hot Wire.
Both can be affected by leaded gasoline and other substances. Generally they
measure the percent of a gas or gases in the air. As with the oxygen moni.or,

combustible gas indicators do not measure HZS or CO concentrations.

Toxicity indicators generally measure the part per million concentration of a

gas, such as HZS or CO. The selection of a monitoring device(s) should include:
simple to operate, reliable, portable, fast response time, used under a wide range

of weather conditions, rugged, and corrosion resistant.
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Minimum Altitude
Urban
Rural

Minimum visibility

Landing

Other

APPENDIX 2. AIRCRAFT CHOICE

AIRPLANE

1000 feet
500 feet

1 mile
must avoid clouds

Usually needs airport
(therefore, you drive
to plant)

Avoid planes with wings
below windows

Avoid helicopters with
obstructions in windows
(vents, scratches,
discolored windows)

Greater flying time

Greater flying distance

HELICOPTER

Pilot does not create hazard to
persons or property

Pilot can avoid obstructions

Open area
(therefore, helicopter comes to

you)
Usually more expensive
Avoid helicopters with obstruc-

tions in wondows (vents,
scratches, discolored windows)




APPENDIX 3. VECTOR ADDITION?

N

Vw
{
270 0 |
|
|
180 |
B : Ve
!
l A
Vw= Wind Speed Vector
(Wind Speed X 3.4 %)
Marina Vc= Water Current Speed Vector
Area Vs= Slick Speed Vector

Procedure:

1

Lay out wind speed and water current speed vectors from known compass
headings. Use same scale (in/mph or knots) for both vector lengths.

\

Example: Oil slick is in an area where wind is 30 mph west and current is
0.5 mph south. (0.34 x wind speed = 1.0 mph). A ratio can be
set so that 1.00 mph = 2" and 0.5 mph = 1". The wind speed
vector is drawn 2" in length to the west and the current speed
vector is drawn 1" in length to the south.

Draw line parallel to Vw at tip of Vc (line A) and line parallel to Vc at tip
of Vw (line B)

Draw line connecting intersection of lines A and B with O (line Vs).
Measure lenglh of Vs in inches and determine mph from scale set in Step 1.

Take compass heading of Vs and speed of slick from Step 4. Estimate time
of arrival at sensitive areas. Deploy personnel and equipment as required.
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SURFACE AND SUBSURFACE OiL CLEANUP

Damage Due to Land Spills of Oil

While oil spills occurring on the water are visible and frequently receive
much publicity, underground leaks or tank truck accidents that allow the product
to penetrate the soil often receive less notoriety. Within the oil industry, how-
ever, the problems associated with hydrocarbon contamination of both the soil and
groundwater are well known. Spills from pipelines anc tanks have been numer-
ous, contaminating soil, streams, and groundwater. Some spills can be very
unpredictable. Underground spills can lie hidden for decades, in some cases

surfacing to pose cleanup problems years later.

Even small quantities of hydrocarbons spilled on barren ground may cause
difficulties.  Attendant problems include polluting water wells, damaging crop
lands, and causing general damage to the ecosystems. In some instances, surface
waters miles away from the original spill site may be contaminated by hydrocar-
bons transported through underground water systems. Another problem involves
volatile petroleum products seeping into basements, sewer lines, and telephone

conduits.

The varied effects of hydrocarbon spills on land are due in part to the
physical and chemical properties of both the spilled product and the soil itse!f.
Since the geology of a region may determine to a large extent how a spill will
behave, it should be carefully considered before attempts are made to respond to
an oil spill on land. Obviously, most oil spill cleanup on land will involve soils of
unknown characteristics. However, in areas where the potential for an oil spill is

great, a knowledge of the soil types and oil penetration depths into those solids
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will allow personnel in charge of cleanup to determine the most economically feas-
ible cleanup methods. Major land spills often require geological experts to assess

the situation and suggest cleanup procedures.

Sources of information concerning how oil acts on soil are varied. Actual
prespill field studies conducted at high spill risk areas, i.e., a storage facility,
yield perhaps the best estimates. In the absence of prespill information, rough
estimates of oil penetration in soil may be made post-spill by referring to county
soil maps to determine soil type, followed by calculations based on the type of

product spilled.

Oil Penetration of Soil

Types of Soil

If the soil is relatively homogenous in structure and its texture is known, a
reasonable estimate of petroleum penetration rates may be calculated. Texture,
for purpose of this discussion, refers to the percent by weight of three mineral
fractions: sand, silt, and clay. The sand fraction may be further classified
according to particle size. The U.S. Department of Agriculture classification

scheme is illustrated in Table 1.

TABLE 1. SIZE LIMITS OF SOIL SEPARATES1
Fraction Soil Separate Size (millimeters)
Sand Very coarse sand 2 = -}
Coarse sand 1-0.5
Medium sand 0.5 --0.25
Fine sand 0.25- = 0.1
Very fine sand 0.1 - 0.05
Silt Silt 0.05 - 0.002
Clay Clay below 0.002




I he percentage of each of the three main fraclions is used to name the soil

lexture (Fig. 1).
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Figure 1. Soil Texture Profiles

A knowledge of these soil texture types may be used in conjunction with
counly soil maps in order to approximate how petroleum may penetrate the soil in
any parlicular area. Generally, sandy soils are more easily penetrated by liquids
than the clay-type soils (Fig. 2). However, plant roots, rotting roots, and
cracks in soil can allow faster and deeper fluid penetration. The presence of
pipelines, buried cables, . telephone poles, and other ground modifying structures

can allow for oil movement along their routes.
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When a large volume of oil is spilled onto the soil, the oil may spread across
the soil surface and, depending upon its viscosity and the soil characteristics,
may penetrate the soil (Fig. 3). If oil reaches the water table, the oil may
depress the water table, forming a thick, lens-shaped mass that spreads through-
out the funicular zone above the groundwater table and is subject to the influence
of the groundwater flow (Fig. 4).3 The funicular zone is that region above and

approximately equal in thickness to the capillary zone.
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GROUNDWATER MOVEMENT ———
Penetration Depths of Oil

A calculation of how much soil the oil will contaminate or whether or not the
oil will reach the groundwater may be made if the soil properties are well known.

The following formula has been found to be of value in many c:-)ses.4

Formula 1

= maximum depth of penetration in meters (m)

volume of infiltrating oil in m3

= area of infiltration in m2

2. Pt T
I

= a constant, depending upon the retention capacity of the soil and the
viscosity of the oil (Table 2)

The accuracy of the calculations will be limited by the accuracy of the "K"

values. Again, the truest K values are those delermined by individual prespill

field studies. "K" values given in Table 2 are the estimates of one author for

dry soil (worst cases) conditions. Obviously, values for wet soils would differ

greatly from those given. Thus, rainfall as a factor must also be considered.
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TABLE 2. TYPICAL VALUES FOR K

Soil K .
Gasoline Kerosene Light Fuel Oil
Coarse gravel 400 200 100
Gravel to coarse sand 250 125 62
Coarse to medium sand 130 66 33
Medium to fine sand 80 40 20
Fine sand to silt 50 25 12

For example, suppose a tank truck spills 14 cubic meters of light fuel oil on

a medium to fine sand. The spill diameter is 10 meters.

A= nrl = (3.1316) (5m)2 = 78.54 m2
K = 20 (from Table 2)
V = 14 m3
. 3
p- KV _@)amd)

A 78.54 m°

If the groundwater lies at a depth greater than 3.6 meters, then the assump-
tion could be made that the soil would sorb the fuel oil before it could reach the

water table.

The table and calculations are practical only for light products. Since the
flow rate of an oil is inversely proportional to its viscosity, only those hydro-
carbons of relatively low viscosity (high flow rate) are likely to cause substantial
migration problems in most soils. Because heavy crudes have a low flow rate, a

determination of their penetration rates is usually unnecessar‘y.5 Much of the
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information concerning groundwater depth and resulting water table gradient can

be obtained inexpensively by consulting a local well driller.

Cleanup Techniques

Methods of cleaning up spills on land are varied to suit the following

situations:

5 oil moving horizontally on land, and
2. oil sorbed by the soil above the water table.

In the case of oil moving horizontally on land, the problem can be further
divided into three main situations. If oil is spilled onland around a tank farm or
loading facility, prior planning should dictate the course of action. According to
guidelines for Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plans pub-
lished in the Federal Register of December 11, 1973, entitled "Oil Pollution

Prevention," section 112.7, subsections b and c state:

(b) Where experience indicates a reasonable potential for equipment
failure such as tank overflow, rupture, or leakage, the plan
should include a prediction of the direction, rate of flow, and total
quantity of oil which could be discharged from the facility as a
result of each major type of failure.

(c) Appropriate containment and/or diversionary structures or equip-
ment to prevent discharged oil from reaching a navigable water
course should be provided. One of the following preventive sys-
tems or its equivalent should be used as a minimum:

(1) Onshore facilities
(i) dikes, berms, or retaining walls sufficiently impervi-
ous to contain spilled oil
(ii) curbing
(iii)  gutters or other drainage systems
(iv) weirs, booms, or other barriers
(v) spill diversion ponds
(vi) retention ponds
(vii) materials
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When hydrocarbon spills occur on city streets as from a tank truck accident,
the first agency to respond is usually the fire department. Unfortunately, the
first response of many fire departments may be to hose the product into nearby
storm sewers or roadside ditches. The fact that the fire department initiates this
action does not relieve the company of liability for damages caused by the spill.
In some cases, hosing the spill into a sewer system may actually increase the spill
damages. In cities where the potential for a tank truck accident is high, a map
of the storm sewer system should be obtained from the city. Prior knowledge of
information such as flow rat.s and directions, access points, and high fire hazard
areas in the system will allow a quick and positive response to a spill that enters
the sewer. Proper training and equipment for removing a volatile hydrocarbon in
such a special situation are essential. Perhaps one of the better general response
procedures, especially appropriate if the product is highly toxic or soluble, is to
keep the product out of the sewers. This may be done by constructing simple
dikes of any readily available material that is impervious to oil. If soil is used,
it should be relatively impermeable. Also, several types of commercially available
quick-setting foam may be used to construct dikes. Collapsible storage bladders
may be used for emergency containment of spilled product. These sausage-like
devices also allow a leaking or damaged tank truck lo be unloaded quickly at the
scene of the accident. In deciding whether to contain hydrocarbons on land or
flush them into sewers, consideration should be given to minimizing fire and
explosion hazards. If the product presents no immediate fire or explosion
hazard, the best response may be to keep it out of the sewers and remove it from
the land surface. Oil on roadways can be pushed to collection sumps, trenches,

or vacuum devices. Loose sorbents can be worked on top of pavement to remove

residual oil.’




Land spills in remote areas pose special problems. Leaks from surface
pipelines, tank truck accidents in rural areas, and oil field spills are common
sources. Planning the response to such spills is difficult, but many workers in
the industry have found that topographic maps of the areas along pipelines and
around production fields help in figuring the direction of oil moving along the

surface.

Before a spill occurs, a list of earthmoving contractors and equipment should
be made (for types see Appendices). A telephone call to one of these agents is
sometimes the quickest way to get a retaining dike built. Some companies have
special spill kits for remote areas which include equipment for confining moving
surface oil. Crude oils and heavy fuel oils on the soil can be floated with water

in ditches, trenches, or behind dikes to limit oil penetration into the soil.

Hydrocarbons that are sorbed by the soil above the water table may be
treated in several ways, depending upon the nature of the soil and product. If
the spill area is shallow with a clay or water seal along the bottom, flushing with
water will, with limited effectiveness, float the oil from the soil. Although rarely
employed, natural sorbents, such as sawdust, hay, or ground corncobs, mulched
into contaminated soil have been used where other cleanup methods have proven
ineffective. After having been mixed into the soil, the sorbents are removed by
a water stream, collected, and disposed of properly (Fig. 5). In frozen soils,
high pressure water to dissolve oil or steam cleaning to lower oil viscosity is used

to float oil with only minor damage to plants. These tools also work weli on

roadways, walls, and other man-made structures.

A common method of treating soil contaminated with hydrocarbons is simply

allowing the oil to biodegrade. The success of this method depends on the oil
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toxicity, available nutrients, available water, ambient temperature, and oxygen
availability. Also, different oils respond to various species of organisms. Bio-
degradation of alkane hydrocarbons proceeds readily by naturally occurring
microorganisms such as yeast, bacteria, mycobacteria, and mold fungi. More

complex hydrocarbons such as aromatics biodegrade more slowly.

Before initiating any response, volatile hydrocarbons should be allowed to
evaporate. Later, various techniques can be used to increase the biodegradation

rate. The techniques include:

Tilling
Adding fertilizer
Adding lime

Adding bacteria
Temporary drainage
Aeration

oOuUTh WN =

If the oil depth is shallow, discing and adding fertilizer can add oxygen and
nutrients which will cause rapid conversion of oil to carbon dioxide and water by
bacteria. Repeated treatments will usually be necessary. Tillage should not be
used on dry soils that may be blown away upon disturbance. Some workers have
found that plowing organic matter such as sewage treatment plant sludge into the
oily soil can increase the biodegradation rate. However, others suggest that it
does not. For example, sawdust added to arctic soils has only added more

organic matter to the soil which increases the biological oxygen demand.

Other additives such as lime may be considered for corrosive oils on acidic
soils to neutralize the added acidity. Special bacteria cultures may be added to
innoculate a site. Hoewever, it has been debated whether the cultures are more
effective than naturally occurring bacteria. They have shown some success on

very acidic soils.
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To add air into the soil, temporary drainage with tilling and fertilization may
help wet forest sites. Entry of air into the soil will facilitate oil volitilation and
degradation. However, drainage without soil mixing can do more harm than good.

Excessive drainage can cause soil problems such as soil subsidence.

Oil deeper in the ground, below the aerobic bacleria zone, may be degraded
by air pumped into the ground. For small spill areas, soil aeration by pumping
air through buried perforated pipe or drilled holes can oxidize volatile hydrocar-
bons and hydrogen sulfide and increase aerobic bacteria degradation. Recent
research has experimented with hydrogen peroxide injection into soil layers to
oxidize volatiles. However, this technique may sterilize the soil. Other research
using surfactants can increase oil leaching, yet surfactants may clog soil. Before
applying any land modifying technique, consultation with soil scientists and local
government personnel is suggested.

Other cleanup techniques are burning, soil removal, and water infiltration.
Burning is often thought of as a final cleanup process. However, more work is
usually needed. Burning can remove large amounts of oil or the last traces of oil
remaining after oil removal operations. It will also oxidize volatile hydrocarbons.
Burning can leave an oil film or crust which may prevent seedling shoot penetra-
tion, can spread oil further than unburned spill boundaries, can kill plants which
may contribute to erosions, and or can produce products more toxic than the
original oil product. Therefore, if burning is used, biodegradation techniques

should be used to help eliminate oil.

Soil removal is possible for shallow contaminated soils and spills of small
area. The amount of oil conlaminated can be tremendous even for heavy fuel oils
(Fig. 6). Contaminated soil does not mean the soil is sterile. Soil should not be

removed in most cases unless absolutely necessary.
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Problems associated with soil removal are contact with buried structures
(pipelines, cables), damage to building foundations, explosion hazard in pits when
working with volatile products, and equipment breaking through impermeable

layers in the subsoil which would allow greater product penetration.

Water infiltration has proven to be impractical during most spills to float oil
to the surface. |In gravel or sandy soils where the groundwater table is less
than a foot from the surface, oil can be flooded to the surface and either
recovered or burned. However, water flooding can limit oxygen in the soil and
contribute to carbon dioxide toxicity, can accelerate nitrate leaching, can
decrease aerobic bacteria, and cause denitrification. It is impractical in sub-

freezing weather.

After all cleanup activities are complete, any containment devices such as
dikes, trenches, etc., should be removed. The site topography should resemble
a prespill appearance. Revegetation or restoration can now be considered.
Revegetation can increase biodegradation in some cases. Planting leguminous
species over the spillsite can add nitrogen to the soil which can aid biodegra-
dation. Crops such as alfalfa tend to breakup residual high molecular weight
hydr‘ocar'bons.8 Although many legumes are used in site revegetation (Table 3),
some such as alsike clover and white clover are known to tolerate oil while alfalfa
has a low tolerance of oil. Grasses may also be used for revegetation (Table 4).
Some such as brome grass and reed canary grass are known to have high oil
tolerances. Which specie is chosen will depend on the time of year planted, soil
characteristics, and amount of oil in the soil. Once again, consultation with local

soil scientists is advised.
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TABLE 3. LEGUMES COMMONLY USED FOR REVEGETATION

Best
Seeding Seed Density* Areas/Conditions
Variety Time seeds/ft2 Important Characteristics of Adaptation
Alfalfa (many Late 5.2 Good on alkaline loam, re- Widely adapted
varieties) summer quires good management
Birdsfoot trefoil Spring 9.6 Good on infertile soils, Moist, temperate
tolerant to acid soils is.
Sweet clover Spring 6.0 Good pioneer on non-acid soils Widely adapted
Red clover Early B.3 Not drought resistant, Cool, moist areas
spring tolerant to acid soils
Alsike clover Early 16.0 Similar to red clover Cool, moist areas
spring
Korean lespedeza Early 9.2 Annual, widely adapted Southern, U.S.
spring
Sericea lespedeza Early 8.0 Perennial, tall erect plant, Southern, U.S.
spring widely adapted
Hairy vetch Fall 0.5 Winter annual, survives below All of U.S.
U°F, widely adapted
White clover Early 18.0 World-wide, many varieties, All of U.S.
fall does well on moist, acid soils
Crownvetch Early 2:7 Perennial, creeping stems and Northern U.S.
fall rhizomes, acid tolerant

*Number of seeds per square foot when applied at 1 Ib/acre.




TABLE 4. GRASSES COMMONLY USED FOR REVEGETATION9

Best
Seeding Seed Density* Areas/Conditions
Variety Time seeds/f'c2 Important Characteristics of Adaptation
Redtop bentgrass Fall 14.0 Strong, rhizomatous roots, Wet, acid soils,
perennial warm season
Smooth bromegrass Spring 2.9 Long-lived perennial Damp, cool summers,
drought resistant
Field bromegrass Spring 6.4 Annual, fibrous roots, Cornbelt eastward
winter rapid growth
m Kentucky bluegrass Fall 50.0 Alkaline soils, rapid grower, North, humid, U.S.
- perennial south to Tennessee
Tall fescue Fall 5.5 Slow to establish, long-lived Widely adapted, damp
perennial, good seeder soils
Meadow fescue Fall 5.3 Smaller than tall, susceptible Cool to warm regions,
to leaf rust wodely adapted
Orchard grass Spring 12.0 More heat tolerant but less cold Temperate U.S.
resistant than smooth bromegrass
or Kentucky bluegrass
Annual ryegrass Fall 5u6 Hot winter hardy, poor dry Moist southern U.S.
land grass
Timothy Fall 30.0 Shallow roots, bunch grass Northern U.S., cool
humid areas
Reed canarygrass Late 13.0 Tall, coarse, sod former, Northern U.S., wet
summer perennial, resists flooding cool areas

and drought

*Number of seeds per square foot when applied at 1 Ib/acre.




Summary

Movement of oil on top and into the soil will depend on topography, soil

permeability, and structures below the surface. Oil penetration into the soil can

be predicted.

Oil on hard surfaces can be pushed into collection devices or sucked into
vacuum devices. Final cleaning can use sorbents or water. Oil on other surfaces
may use heavy equipment to remove oil and contaminated soil, water flooding

within dikes to float oil, sorbents and water flooding to recover oil, or burning to

remove oil.

Oil below the surface can be removed by aeration and biodegradation.
Tilling, fertilizing, liming, adding bacteria, and draining soil may increase aera-
tion and biodegradation. Soil removal and water infiltration require special con-

sideration of the effects of the techniques.

Final cleanup involves site restoration. Containment devices should be
removed and sites revegetated where needed. Techniques should be used that

facilitate site restoration as quickly as possible.
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. CONTAINMENT AND RE.COVERY OF OIL ON GROUNDWATER

Although spilled oil may adhere to soil particles, roots, and rocks, or may
become blocked by faults to keep the oil from flowing into groundwater, changes
in land geology or water regimes can cause trapped oil to enter groundwater. In
other cases, spilled oil easily penetrates the soil to contaminate groundwater.
Since oil on groundwater weathers and degrades slowly, if at all, oil can affect
potability and its use in industrial processes for decades or centuries. This is
important since about one-half of the population of the United States depends on

- groundwater (primarily the small to medium sized communities and 1’arms).1

Many large groundwater spills have been well publicized. For example, a

refinery in Brooklyn, New York apparently had tanks, pipeline, or valves leaking

. for years. Approximately 20 million gallons of petroleum distillate was estimated
to be under 70 acres of industrial and residential pr'oper'ty.2 During the first

year of cleanup 95,000 gallons were recovered. Oil recovery will take years. An

estimated $3 to 4 million will be spent on recovery and cleanup.3

Small spills can also influence groundwater use until the oil product has been
removed. This section will discuss groundwater oil movement, groundwater moni-
S

toring, oil containment, and oil recovery techniques.

Oil On Groundwater

When oil penetrates the subsoil to the groundwater or aquifer, the oil can
move the groundwater by spreading and by groundwater flow. The water table is
that level of the water observed in wells. However, in soils, water can rise

. above the water table due to capillary action. Just as the liquid level will appear
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higher in a straw, or the corner of a towel will transport water into a towel, ‘
water will fill spaces in the soil above the water table. Oil entering this water
will spread and move on the capillary fringe (Fig. 1). The capillary fringe can
vary from 1 to 18 inches, depending on soil permeability. Permeability indicates
a soil's ability to allow fluids to pass from one space in the soil to other spaces in
the soil. Larger spaces due to large soil particle size have higher permeability,
therefore low permeability may be one-half inch per year and high permeability

several feet per year.

_m WELL SPILL %

. UNSATURATED AL R,
SOTL i

’

e illh

WATER LEVEL)

(
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CAPILLARY SATURATION LEVEL

FRINGE

Figure 1. Oil Entering Groundwater (Horizontal View)

At first, oil thickness increases under the influence of continued descending

oil. The force or pressure exerted by the accumulation of oil will displace water .
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in the capillary fringe and possibly in the groundwater. As gravity influences
the oil to spread and the pressure is released, the groundwater returns to its
former level. In a uniform particle soil (all gravel, sand, or silt) oil will spread

and move with water flow, and form an egg-shaped oil plume (Fig. 2).

Figure 2. Oil On Groundwater (Tangential View)

If the oil comes into contact with a different size soil particle layer or rock
fissure, it will change the oil spreading pattern. An impenetrable layer would

not only change the shape of the slick, but also change the direction of oil flow.
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Figure 3. Oil On Groundwater With Impermeable Layer

As oil flows, some oil (up to 10 percent) will adhere to soil particles and
rock surfaces and become immobile,4 while soluble oil components can mix into the
groundwater. If enough oxygen is available, bacterial and/or chemical decompo-
sition can occur. In some cases decomposition increases water soluble compo-
nents up to 10 times.5 Although the factors which affect oil movement on
groundwater are many and often interact with each other, spreading can be

estimated using the following for‘mula:6
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_ 1000 V--A*XR*D*K

2 F

Where S = maximum spread of oil on the water table in m2

V = volume of infiltrating oil in m3

A = area of infiltrating at surface in m2

R = retention capacity of soil above water table in Iiter's/m3

D = depth of groundwater

F = oil contained above capillary fringe in Iiter‘s/m2

K = the approximate correction factor -for various oil viscocities
K for gasoline = 0.5
K for kerosene = 1.0

K for light fuel oil = 2.0
"R" and "F" values are in Table 1.

TABLE 1. "R" AND "F" VALUES FOR VARIOUS SOIL TYPES

Soil R F
Stones, coarse gravel 5 5
Gravel, coarse sand 8 8
Course sand, medium sand 15 12
Medium sand, fine sand 25 20
Fine sand, silt 40 40

In using this formula, inherent errors in data can result from water table
fluctuations (rises or falls with the season) by underestimating or overstimating
"D" (the depth of groundwater). Also, oil thickness on the water table is not
the same as oil thickness measured in wells. In some fine sand or silt soils, oil

in a well may be lower than oil on the groundwater. This is due to a break in
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the capillary fringe caused by the well. Oil from the capillary fringe can flow
into the well, since the water level in the well will be below the water level in the
soil. A glass of water with different sizes of straws can demonstrate how this
works. A small diameter straw will have a higher water level than a broader
diameter straw. The small spaces between soil particles will conduct water higher
than the opposite sides of the well casing. Therefore, oil will flow down the well

due to gravity, increasing the amount of oil in a well.

The movement of oil due to groundwater flow can be estimated by the follow-

ing equation:7

Q=%p ———
Where Q = flow rate of groundwater in m3/day/m
P = permeability of m/day
h1 = height of groundwater

=
i

2 height of groundwater

—
1]

length or distance between h_l and h2

Both of the estimates are usable for shallow groundwater problems or initial
planning for deep groundwater problems. However, in deep groundwater prob-
lems, before time and money are spent on containment and recovery techniques a
monitoring system should be initiated to deliniate plume characteristics and to aid

in effective containment and recovery.

Oil In Groundwater Monitoring

The first step in successful groundwater monitoring is the preliminary in-

vestigation. Information sources such as U.S. Geologic Survey maps and tables,
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Soil Conservation Service maps and tables, state geologic surveys, water resource
personnel, university geology departments, city water department maps and
personnel, past oil company personnel or companies that have drilled in that area,

and consultants can be used. The information gathered can help you determine:

1. groundwater flow characteristics

2. aquifer to surface water boundaries

3, recharge areas

4. local abstraction points (i.e., city groundwater wells)

5. flow mechanisms through fissured or highly permeable zones

The second step is field investigation. Such an investigation may include
soil samples, water samples, or other hydrogeologic tests. Soil samples may be
examined for grain size in order to accurately define the nature and location of
the soil horizons. From core samples one may also determine the porosity of each
soil horizon. The boreholes may be used for water permeability measurements.
In addition, hydrocarbon percolation tests may be made. The groundwater head
distribution may be studied by inserting standpipes (for monitoring the water
level) into the completed boreholes. Ground penetrating radar can be used for
defining geologic sequences, investigating fractures, and locating buried objects.
Electromagnetic frequency techniques can graphically show horizontal and vertical
characteristics such as aquifer boundaries and geologic inter‘faces.9 Both of
these latter methods can improve mapping of oil plumes over plume estimates from
just drilling wells. In fact, using these methods may prevent unnecessary

drilling.
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With some highly volatile products, the spread of the plume can be monitored
by the vapors migrating through the soil surface. Although its presence in
basements, oiled wells, trenches, and along disturbed soils (i.e., buried pipe-
lines) can indicate where the oil is, its absence does not indicate that the oil is
not present. Shallow boreholes and hydrocarbon monitors or explosiometers can
help identify wvapor penetr'ation.5 Field investigation may include choosing a
water sampling program. A water sampling program may involve drilling wells,
water and soil analysis, and/or mathematical modeling to estimate plume size and

oil movement.

Generally, monitoring wells can be classified into three types, a piezometer,
observation well, and a pumping well. A piezometer is a small diameter well that
is tightly sealed so that detection of static pore water pressure can be used to
determine the true direction of groundwater flow measured. More than one
piezometer can be installed in a well boring by sealing piezometers at different

depths from each other. Piezometers can be either pneumatic or electr‘ic.10

An observation well is larger in diameter than a piezometer well and is used

to measure oil/water levels. Observation wells have been used to determine the

direction of groundwater flow by injecting a tracer, such as fluorescein,

Rhodamine WT, or salt water, among a number of observation wells.11

While a pumping well is the largest in diameter of all, it is used for the
introduction of pumps or other equipment. Water samples can be obtained from

observation and pumping wells. However, certain problems may arise in each well

type.

Not only is the type of well important, but also where one drills a well.

Permission must be obtained from those individuals or companies that have surface

F-8




and mineral rights. The location of underground structures such as gas,
petroleum, or water pipelines, powerlines, telephone lines, sewer lines, and storm

sewer lines should in identified and visibly marked.

Monitoring wells should be placed in a down gradient direction to the flow of
groundwater and spaced far enough apart to determine plume size. At least one
well should be drilled up gradient to ensure that oil was not missed. Monitoring

wells should be used to confirm the preliminary findings.

Some situations can complicate groundwater monitoring and oil recovery.
One of the more difficult situations involves a land spill in a rocky ar'ea.12 The
oil. moves into fissures and crevices and along joints of bedded rock and bedding
planes. The upper layers of limestone, basalt, and sandstone usually show
pronounced fissuring, especially if the area is in a zone of tectonic disturbance.
Predicting the underground movement of oil in such areas is quite difficult.
Spilled oil may follow fault lines in the direction of their dip. Sometimes recovery
wells may be drilled along a fault line to intercept the spilled oil (Fig. 4). This
technique in particular requires sound geological information before attempting

any drilling operations.

In limestone, gypseaous, and saliferous rock, wide fissures, crevices, and
solution channels may be present (Fig. 5). This represents a most difficult case,
as solution cavities may hold hydrocarbons for years, releasing them only in time
of drought. In central Pennsylvania in 1958, 50,000 gallons of crude oil were lost
in a limestone terrain honeycombed with solution channels. Recovery wells were
drilled, and much of the product was retained on the site. However, in the
mid-1960's a droughl caused the water table to drop and oil stored in the lime-
stone was released, causing water well contamination. The problem persists
today.13
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One method used in such areas to trace dispersion direction is fracture trace

analysis. Air photo interpretation is used to find the major fractures which could

13

be transporting the spilled product. Observation wells may then be drilled in

order to locate the oil.

These combined data offer a working knowledge of:14
1 the amount of hydrocarbon that must be spilled in order to reach
the groundwater,
2: the direction and rate of migration of the product once the ground-
water is contaminated,
3. the geological or hydrogeological boundaries that exist, and

4. the rate at which the product may be extracted from the ground.

This information can be translated into a cross-sectional map showing the
probable direction of travel of the oil as it follows the groundwater system (Fig.

6).
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Figure 6. Sample Groundwater System
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Sampling Devices for Monitoring Wells

Sampling devices may be as simple as an observation well with oil finding
paste on a stick or as complex as intricate well casings which are designed to
take samples and pressure readings at various depths. Although existing wells
may be used, data analysis can become complicated. Drilling fluids can change
the chemical or biological well environment, water from several aquifers can flow
into a single well, surface contamination into a well can occur, and casing

materials and pumping equipment can contaminate sampled water.15

High concen-
trations of oil in groundwater may not require great accuracy in measurements so
that polyethylene pipe casings can be used. However, when accurate samples are

needed, a number of problems exist on choosing materials.

i E metal surfaces can catalyze certain chemicals (i.e., iron),

e lubricants from pumps, oils on pipes, and glues from pipe joints
can contaminate samples, and

3 plastics in pipes, transfer hoses, or sample bottles can absorb
some or‘ganiclecontaminants or bleed contaminated elements, affect-
ing samples.

To avoid problems, metal or plastic materials should be soaked and washed
before use in boreholes and glues should not be used in joining well casings. In
constructing sampling wells for trace concentrations of some oils, glass or teflon

materials may be needed in well casings or sampling appar*atus.15

Sample devices vary with the number of sémples per well and with well
depth. In the past, obtaining multiple samples at various depths has required
sempling in different wells. Recently, a single well with a multiple sampler has

been used to obtain the same r'esults.10
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Shallow aquifer sampling (less than 30 feet from surface) will allow the use
of vacuum pumps to transport samples out of wells. However, deep aquifers
(greater than 30 feet from surface) will necessitate submerged pumps or air-lift
systems. The air-lift system is a pressurized inert gas system with chambers and
check valves to force samples to the surface. The advantage of an air-lift system
is that samples are not oxidized since it does not contact any oxygen in the air.
Several air-lift systems can be used within a single well if separated by seals.
They become increasingly cost effective with increasing depths. The major
problem with the air-lift system is that the check valves used in sample transfer

can become clogged with soil particles if samples are not screened proper‘ly.16

For deep wells, changes in pressure can cause chemical changes such as
precipitation in the sample.16 With the additional data from samples, accumulation
of oil and direction of flow can be confirmed and recovery devices can be placed

for the most cost effective operation.

Product Recovery

Oil on groundwater can be removed three ways:

1Y Open trenches
2. Back filled trenches with recovery crocks
3 Extraction wells

Water table depth and embankment slumping are the primary factors in selecting a

recovery device.

When water table depth is less than 9 feet (3m) from the surface, trenching

‘ can be an economical method in oil removal. The depth of the trench should be
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about 3 feet (1m) below the groundwater level and the widlh no more than 6 feet
(2m). Where possible the trench should span the entire down gradient edge of

the oil plume (Fig. 7).
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Figure 7. Aerial View of Trenches

Oil skimmers or vacuum lines can be lowered into the trench to recover oil
and a groundwater depression pump used to increase the rate of oil and water
flow to the trench. If the trench cannot be extended along the length of the oil
plume, an impermeable barrier can be installed to divert liquid flow towards the
trench. For example, bentonite clay slurry can be pumped into narrow slots in
the ground or sheet pillings can be inserted or driven into the groundwater or

aquifer base.9

When open trenches cannot be maintained because they rapidly fill with mud
or if freezing weather would freeze water in/on open trench, a recovery crock
can be used. A recovery crock consists of a pipe that reaches from the surface

to about 6 feet (2m) below the water table. Some pipes can be up to 6 feet in
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diameter. The pipe is perforated with slots or holes (2.5 inches) to allow oil and
water to enter. After a hole is dug larger than the diameter of the pipe, pea-
gravel is placed in the bottom of the hole to decrease turbidity by limiting soil
particle movement as water levels change. Next, the crock (pipe) is lowered into
the trench so that the end stands on the gravel bed. Before the trench is filled
in with a porous material (gravel, sand), a plastic lining or other impermeable
barrier is used to line the down gradient side of the trench above and especially
below the water table to guide oil to the crock and halt oil plume migration (Fig.
8). A variation of this system is to have radiating interconnecting perforated

pipe at the water table to guide the product to the crock (Fig. 9).6

Product in crocks can be removed with skimmers or vacuum devices. Fur-
ther, a groundwater depression pump can be used to create a ccie of depressicn
to encourage liquid flow toward the crock and increase oil recovery rates (Fig.

10).

For deeper water tables, augers, water jets, driven well points, and rotary
rigs can be used to dig a recovery well (Table 2). Wells should be dug deep
enough below the water table to allow for any groundwater depression techniques
used. Auger types vary. Hand held power augers with six inches outside
diameter can drill to 8 feet. Truck mounted augers with two inches outside
aiameter can drill to 120 feet. Hollow stem augers may be used to take un-
disturbed soil samples. Rotary rigs can be used for sampling soil when drilling,
and for sampling water upon completion of the observation well. Depths of 1500

feet can be drilled.
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TABLE 2. BASIC WELL DRILLING METHODS
Normal Average
Drill Diam. Max Time Normal
Type Hole Depth Per Hole Expense Advantages Disadvantages
Rotary 4"-20" Unlimited Fast Expensive 1. Good for deep holes 1. Need to use driliing fluid
2. Can be used in soils and 2. Potential bore hole damage
relatively soft rock with drilling fluid
3. Wide availability 3. Requires drilling water supply
4. Controls caving
Stem 4"-8" 30-50 ft. Fast under Inexpensive 1. Widely available 1. Difficult to set casing in unsuit-
Auger suitabie soil to moderate 2. Very mobile able soils (caving}
conditions 3. . Can obtain dry soil samples 2. Cannot penetrate large stones,
while drilling : boulders, or bed rock
3. Normally cannot be used to
install recovery wells
Hollow 4"-8" 30=50""ft. Fast under Inexpensive 1. Good for sandy soil 1. Casing diameter normally
Stem suitable soil to moderate 2. Can set casing through limited to 2"-3" o.q.
Auger conditions hollow stem 2. Cannot penetrate large rock,
3. Very mobile boulders or bed rock
4. Can obtain dry soil samples 3. Limited availability
and split spoon samples 4. Normally cannot be used for
5. Controls caving recovery wells
Kelley 8"-48" 90 ft. Fast Moderate 1. Can install large diam. 1. Large equipment
Auger to expensive recovery wells 2. Seldom available in rura! areas
2. Drills holes with minimum 3. May require casing while
soil wall disturbance or drilling
contamination
3. Can obtain good soil samples
Bucket 12"-72" 90 ft. Fast Moderate 1. Can obtain good soil samples 1. Hard to control caving
Auger to expensive 2. Can install large diameter 2. At times must use drilling fluid
recovery wells 3. Normally very large operating
area required
Cable 4"-16" Unlimited Slow Inexpensive 1. Widely available 1. Slower than other methods
Tools to moderate 2. Can be used in soil or rock 2. Hole often crocked
3. May require casing while
drilling
Air 4"-12" Unlimited Fast Expensive 1. Fast penetration in 1. Inefficient in unconsolidated
Hammer consolidated rock soil
2. Very noisy
3. Control of dust/air release
4. Excessive water inflow will

limit use



TABLE 2. BASIC WELL DRILLING METHODS (Continued)

Normal Average
Drill Diam. Max Time Normal
Type Hole Depth Per Hole Expense Advantages Disadvantages
8. Casing 2"=24" 60 ft. Slow to Inexpensive Very portable Limited to unconsolidated soil--
Driving moderate Readily available cannot penetrate large rocks,
(well boulders, bedrock
point) Difficult to obtain soil samples
Generally inefficient method to
install recovery well
8. .Dug Unlimited 10-20 ft. Fast Inexpensive Readily available Caving can be severe problem
wells Very large diam. hole Limited depth

8L-4

easily obtained

Greater explosive hazard during
excavating into hydrocarbons




Basically, wells can be classified into three types:

g B Single pump well

el Double pump well

35 Double shaft well
Single pump wells use one device to remove oil and contaminated water such
as a skimmer or vacuum device (Fig. 10). The major problems with single pump
wells are: large volumes of oil and water require large capacity storage, sep-
arators are needed to treat oil/water mixtures, some pumps emulsify water with
oil, and the pump must be able to handle air, liquid, and debris. The
advantages for the single pump well are: they can be less expensive to install
and operate than other recovery wells (especially when needed for a short time)

and they are effective when low oil/water recovery rates are expected.

. Figure 10. Single Pump Recovery System6
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The double pump well combines a product recovery device and a groundwater

depression device into a single well (Fig. 11). The double shaft well is similar to
the double pump well except the oil recovery device and the groundwater depres-
sing devices are in separate well casings (Fig. 12). The separation of devices
allows better regulation of water level and flow within the well. The main advan-
tages of double pump and double shaft wells are: Lhey are cosl effeclive for
large spill volumes, they can recover relatively pure producls, and they can be

made fully .automatic.6
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When the groundwater depression device creates a cone of depression, care
must be taken to avoid pumping the well dry or severely lowering the water level
around any one well. Past problems with this technique include: oil displacing
water in the soil and causing additional contamination and surface subsidence by
collapse of geologic str'uctures.6

In using groundwater depression pumps, provisions must be made to handle

large volumes of water pumped from a well. Oil-water separation should be used

before waler is either lransporled to a wasle handling facilily or discharged onlo

Pl



the land. In some cases water can be reinjected into the ground to increase the

recovery rate by flushing oil to the recovery point. In some cases, water has

been added to the surface at the spill location to flush oil through the soil and to

increase recovery rates. The non-residual oil droplets and soluble oils will be

moved. It is most effective with light products such as gasoline, diesel, and
kerosene. In applying large volumes of water to the spill site, the cone of
depression must be maintained to keep flowing oil within the recovery area. If

government regulations require purification before discharging water in or on the

ground, several methods are available for tr'eatment.18

Reverse osmosis uses high pressure to force a solvent (i.e., water) through
a membrane but not the solute (i.e., oil). It is used primarily for removing
dissolved organic chemicals. Ultrafiltration is similar to reverse osmosis but can
remove larger organic molecules. Aeration with the use of air, ozone, or hydro-
gen peroxide oxidizes dissolved hydrocarbons. Biological treatment uses bacteria
to breakdown organic molecules. Activated carbon filters collect dissolved organic
and some inorganic molecules on specially prepared carbon particles. Some other
techniques such as ion exchange and chemical treatment are usually not as
effective as previously mentioned techniques. Where high quality water is re-
quired, a combination of techniques can be devised, such as an oil-water separa-

tion, followed by aeration, and activated carbon filtration.

Safety

When flammable materials are being recovered, fire prevention should be
considered. Be sure submersible pumps are explosion proof and be sure pumps,
engines, and other fire igniting sources are kept at least five feet from recovery

wells. Electric underground cables should always be protected.
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Summary

Oil on groundwater can be a serious problem. Il can contaminate water used
for drinking, irrigation, or industrial processes. Characteristics such as oil
volume, oil viscosity, land area contaminate, depth to water table, and soil per-
meability will influence the amount of oil reaching the groundwater. The hydro-
geologic factors within the aquifer will influence oil migration on the groundwater.
Therefore, groundwater monitoring is necessary to have effective location and

recovery of product.

Monitoring should include thorough preliminary investigation and field invest-
igation. Field investigations require sampling that does not contaminate soil and
groundwater samples. Sampling devices vary from sample probes to complicated
well borings with intricate sample casings and sample pumps. Also, complications
can arise in sampling due to highly fissured bedrock, solution channels in lime-

stone, and irregularities in bedding planes.

Products can be recovered using open trenches, filled trenches with
recovery crocks, or extraction wells. A properly constructed well can recover oil
from a large area surrounding the well. Care must be taken in pumping large
quantities of water from an aquifer. Water recovered may be required to be
treated before discharge. Well types used are single pump, double pump, and

- aouble shaft wells. Well choice will depend on the situation.

Safety precautions must be taken when dealing with volatile products.
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CONTAINMENT OF OIL ON SURFACE WATER

Most containment devices are designed to hold oil "long enough" for the oil
to be removed. However, no device should be expected to hold oil indefinitely.
Depending on the water current, wind current, and wave heights, "long enough"
might be a few minutes to several days. Due to the wide variety of water con-
ditions, containment devices can be simple "home-made" devices or sophisticated

commercial booms and air barriers.

Air Barriers

The use of air or pneumatic barriers has been demonstrated to be an effec-
tive means of controlling the movement of floating products in water with little or

no current. Air barriers can be classed as air bubblers or coherent water jets.

The air bubbler is constructed by placing a perforated pipe or manifold in
the water close to the bottom. Injecting air into the pipe causes bubbles to rise
from the openings. The rising bubbles produce a vertical current in the water
which causes a horizontal current or water flow on the surface. This horizontal
movement counteracls the forward movement of the oil and prevents the oil from

passing.

Advantages of this system include: rapid start up, unrestricted vessel
movement, and continuous operation. There are a number of disadvantages as
well. These include: ineffectiveness in high currents, silting or clogging of
openings, high energy consumption, high initial cost, and system design

problems.




Tests under controlled conditions have shown that the excess water at the
surface tends to entrain oil droplets into the water column. This~ is because the
water sets up a recirculating pattern near the bubble plant (Fig. 1). When a
current is present, this entrainment causes massive o0il loss. Losses occur at

current speeds below 0.5 knots (Fig. 2).1

137" BUBBLE
"l PLUME
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Figure 1. Air Barrier With No Current
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Figure 2. Air Barrier With Current

Under ideal conditions (no current or wave action), oil could be contained in

areas such as barge slips with an air barrier. Oil layers could be contained up

to five inches thick.




‘ Silting in the manifold openings is a problem caused by placing the manifold
system too close to the bottom. Raising the manifold off the bottom may prevent
this from happening but may cause difficulty due to the decrease in surface

2
clearance.

The amount of air required to operate a system depends on the length of the
perforated manifold, water depth, opening size, spacing of the opening, and the
desired surface current. Systems in the 200 to 300 feet range typically require

400 to 1200 c.f.m., depending on the variables listed above.

System cost is one of the most prohibitive disadvantages of air barriers. A

complete installation can run as much as $500/foot or even higher. Even if a
compressor is already available, the cost for an installed manifold system can

‘ exceed $50/foot. Add to this the annual maintenance costs and energy costs and

the operating expenses become high.

One area of new technology in air barriers is the use of coherent water jets.
By directing a concentrated jet of water vertically into the water column, a large
amount of air will also be introduced. The rising air bubbles will act as a typical
air barrier. An extra oil holding ability is produced by the splashing of the
water and a standard headwave that is produced. Tests have shown that the
coherent water jet consumes less energy than standard air barriers of equal

effectiveness. 4

Booms

A boom is a device designed to contain oil floating on the surface of the

‘ water. Most booms will have the following characteristics:
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1. a means of flotation or freeboard to contain the oil and to resist waves
splashing oil over the top,

2. a skirt to prevent oil from being carried underneath the boom,

3. a longitudinal strength member to hold the boom together and provide a
means of anchoring the boom, and

4. a weight.
The following discussion will primarily cover typical floating booms similar to the
one shown in Figure 3. Fixed barrier booms, to be discussed later, supported

from the bottom of a channel can also be useful in some cases.
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Figure 3. Cross-section of a Typical Boom Showing Major Parts
To be effective, booms should not only float on water, but must be stable in
swift water currents, high winds, and waves. It should also be designed to

minimize deterioration from the sun or during long periods of storage.

Qil Carryunder

Almost any boom will contain oil when placed in quiescent water. If there is

a slight velocity in the water perpendicular to the boom, and no wind or waves,




the boom will act in a way similar to that of a properly designed oil-water separa-

tor and will contain oil.

As the current moving perpendicular to the boom becomes greater, forces
begin acting on the trapped oil and begin to carry the oil under the boom. Oil
can move under the boom by at least two methods. The first phenomenon, called
leakage, occurs when oil builds up to such a depth behind the boom that oil flows
down the face of the boom and over to the other side. This happens when the
oil is rather deep on the upstream side of the boom. The second phenomencn
involves the carryunder of oil due to a "headwave'" building upstream of the boom

(Fig. 4). This usually occurs with heavy oil before leakage takes place.

Figure 4. Boom Containment Failure Caused by Entrainment of Oil at Headwave
The containment effort fails when‘oil droplets break away from the headwave
and become entrapped in the flowing water as it passes beneath the boom. Un-
less the headwave is at a considerable distance upstream of the boom, the oil
droplets will not have time to break to the surface and be trapped. The amount
of droplet carryunder is a function of the thickness of the headwave. The thick-

ness of the headwave is related to water velocity and the specific gravity of the



oil. Thus, the greater the velocity or the greater the specific gravity of the oil,

the greater the carryunder.

For a given oil and skirt depth, carryunder will not occur until a critical
velocity is reached. As the velocity increases above the critical velocity, the
greater the carryunder will be. The critical velocity is slightly lower for a No. 6
oil than for a No. 2 oil because critical velocity decreases as specific gravity of

the oil increases.

Increasing the length o1 the skirt increases the ability of the boom to retain
oil, but the advantage is not substantial. Disadvantages of a longer skirt are the
increases in weight, cost, and mooring requirements to hold the boom in position.
A boom should be effective regardless of skirt depth when currents are below
0.75 feet per second for a No. 2 oil. For a No. 6 oil, no droplets are formed if
the velocity is less than 0.4 feet per second, but leakage will occur if the boom
has a skirt of less than 12 inches. Therefore, there is no advantage in making
the skirt length greater than twelve inches to prevent the movement of oil be-

neath a boom in slow-moving waters. A longer skirt is required in r‘ough' waters.

Qil Splashover

Although a boom, properly deployed, can minimize carryunder, it may be
subject to another form of failure — splashover. Splashover will depend on the
basic boom design, freeboard, angle of the waves to the boom, wave heights, and
distance between successive waves. No boom will be capable of holding oil under
all sea conditions, but some boom designs are more effective than others. Under
slow swell conditions in the open ocean, most booms will be flexible enough to
conform to the waves. Under choppy conditions, it is difficult to keep oil from
splashing over the boom. Such conditions require a boom with a relatively high

freeboard and long skirt.




Commercial Boom Design

General Criteria
A bigger boom is not necessarily a better boom except for the advantage of
preventing oil splashover in waves. Booms can be classified as round, fence,
\ 1)

inflatable, and self-inflating (Figures 5, 6, 7, and 8). Each type has specific

advantages and disadvantages which are compared in the figures.

Booms can be purchased in a variety of lengths. For spills in creeks and
rivers, lengths of 100 and 200 feet are recommended. Each section of boom

should be supplied with connectors to extend the length as required.

Anchor points should be constructed in the boom at several places along the
length. A maximum distance would be about 100 feet between anchor points, with
a 50-foot spacing preferable. Some booms can be supplied with handles to assist
in deployment and recovery. Bright colors such as international yellow or orange
make booms more visible, while dark colored booms are difficult to see, particu-
larly at night. Not only is a dark colored boom an inconvenience to the cleanup

personnel, but it may present a navigation hazard.

Several pieces of auxiliary equipment are important, such as tow bridles,
boat attachments, anchor sets, shovels, pipes, and a sledge hammer for connec-
tions at beaches, floats, and sufficient rope. Much of this equipment will be

used in the field exercises on boom deployment.
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Figure 5. Generalized Round Boom

Possible Advantages Possible Disadvantages
X ! Good performance in chop and 1 Bulky to store

swell
2. Not as easy to clean

2. Inherent reserve bouyancy
3. Tows well

4. Allows bottom tension design

Representative Types

1. Kepner

2. Slickbar

3. Acme

4. Bennett

5. American Marine




Figure 6. Generalized Fence Boom
Possible Advantages Possible Disadvantages
15 Easy to store f Twists and corkscrews
in wind and current
2. Easy to clean (some models)
3 Abrasion resistant 2. Poor towing
characteristics
4. Good freeboard performance (some models)
3. Poor wave conformity
4. 'May require stiffeners

that can chafe or break

Representative Types

1# Navy boom
2 Uniroyal
3. Bennett
4. Oilfence

S, Goodrich

G-9




RUBBER IMPREGNATED INFLATION POINT
NYLON FABRIC

HOLLOW INFLATION
CHAMBER : ‘
kS
" 1

Figure 7. Generalized Inflatable Boom
Possible Advantages Possible Disadvantages
il Easy to store 1 LF Requires inflation

prior to use

2. Made in floating-sinking
configuration 2: Requires deflation
after use

3 Good wave conformity
3. Subject to puncture

4. Easy to clean
4, Expensive

Representative Types

1. Vikoma
i Goodyear

I American Marine
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Figure 8.
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Possible Advantages

Easy to store
Compactible
Easy to tow
Self-inflating

Good wave conformity

Representative Types

Kepner
Bennett

Whittaker

AIRTIGHT
BULKHEAD

BUOYANCY
CHAMBER

|
o’
( DEFLATED )

Generalized Self-inflating Boom

Possible Disadvantages

1% Limited tensile
strength

2 Subject to puncture

3 Subject to tearing
and mechanical damage



Any given boom will normally fit into one of the four previously mentioned
general categories. However, some booms, while they might fit into one of these
four categories, often distinguish themselves from the others by distinct designs

or other features.

For example the Oilfence, generally considered a fence boom, is unique with
its folding "paddle" flotation units (Fig. 9). The boom has some of the generic
advantages associated with the typical fence boom. Distinct advantages include
the relative ease with which the boom can be stored, deployed, and cleaned.
Also, the outrigger flotation units provide extra stability such that this boom has

an extraordinary amount of freeboard to help minimize splashover.

BARRIER

VERTICAL STABILIZERS
BOTH SIDES

Figure 9. Oilfence Boom

Also, most boom manufacturers offer at least one type of high current option
on their booms (Fig. 10). Frequently, these options consist of typical round

boom flotation units with fairly short, solid containment skirts. Below this short
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containment skirt the boom typically has a large open-weave mesh or net con-
necting the boom sections. The netting allows water to pass through while the
solid skirt material near the surface is designed to contain the floating product.
This type of arrangement usually has most of the advantages and disadvantages
associated with the typical boom. Distinct advantages include the boom's ability
to remain stable and contain floating oil in swift currents and to substantially
reduce the current load on the boom in high currents. Several major manu-

facturers offer this type of option on their various booms.

Figure 10. High Current Boom

Floats

Boom floats should be made of solid rather than granular material. The
floats should be constructed in relatively short segments to better conform to
waves, but they should be an integral part of the boom rather than detachable
floats that can be ripped from the skirt. It is best to have the float constructed
within the skirt material to eliminate metal connector straps that can be hazardous
or plastic straps that can break. A round shape features a built-in reserve
buoyancy and is preferable to a square or rectangular shape. The shape of the

float can have a significant effect on the ease of deployment and operation.
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Tension Member

Cable tension members are preferred over chain or nylon belting, since a
light cable is usually stronger than a medium to heavy chain and will not pinch or
chafe the boom as easily. Nylon belting is strong but can stretch more than
other parts of the boom. Should this occur, the parts that stretch to a less
extent could break. For ease of cleaning, an internal tension member is pre-
ferred. Many booms have been developed that use the actual fabric of the boom
as a tension member. Booms with tension members constructed along the bottom
of the skirt are recommended for oil containment in waves. For light service and
short lengths, elaborate tension members may not be necessary. A simple, inter-

nal tension member would be less expensive and provide a much lighter boom.

Ballast

Ballast should be attached to a boom so that it does not shift or chafe the
skirt.  Multi-metallic fasteners promote electrolysis and subsequent corrosion.
The ballast should be nonsparking and be heavy enough to keep the skirt vertical

in a one knot current.

Skirt

The skirt should be made of durable material that does not tear easily and
resists chafing. The skirt should be designed to be compatible in depth to the
float. In any case, a skirt length over 18 inches is rarely justified. The
owner's name should be stenciled on each section of boom or otherwise marked for
easy identification. Skirts can be formulated or coated with an antifouling agent

to retard marine growth.




Methods of Connection

Unfortunately, there is no universal or standard connector that can be used
to connect booms made by different manufacturers. The Navy has developed a
connector they are trying to standardize, but to date, this connector has not
been widely accepted. An ideal connector is one that could be used by one man
from a small boat, would not have any small parts that could be lost overboard,
and would be leak-proof (close-coupled). One of the better connectors includes a
pin to keep the parts from sliding. The parts are held to the connector by nylon
rope. If several booms are used from different manufacturers, it is recommended

that special short sections be purchased to act as connectors.

Boom Deployment

To direct an effective cleanup operation, a supervisor must know what
factors govern boom operation and understand how to minimize the amount of oil
that splashes over or comes under a boom. The three factors that affect oil

containment by booms are:

1. boom design,
2 characteristics of the oil, and
A positional method of boom deployment.

Obviously, the cleanup crew has no control over the type of oil spilled. And
once a spill occurs, the cleanup crew must use the equipment available. The time
to take advantage of the first two factors is before a spill occurs. A boom
should be purchased that is compatible with the type of oil that may be spillied
and with design featlures that work well in the stream, river, or open water at a
particular facility. After a spill the cleanup crew has only the third variable to
use to its advantage.
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As discussed previously, oil carryunder will decrease as the velocity of the .

water perpendicular to the boom decreases. For any given stream condition, the
velocity perpendicular to the boom will depend on how the cleanup crew angles
the boom to the current. -Figure 11 shows how to angle a boom against the cur-
rent for various currents. The figure is based on a maximum water velocity
perpendicular to the boom of 0.7 knots. As an example, if the veloéity of the
current in a stream is 2 knots (dotted line, Fig. 11), the boom should be set at a

24 degree angle with the bank.

The force on a boom caused by the current is significant. The force can be

calculated using the following for‘mula:2

i 2
Fc =1.92 x (Vc) X th

Force due to current in pounds per linear foot of boom

Current velocity in feet per second

r:c
Vc
th = Boom skirt depth in the water in feet

Assuming the worst possible where the boom is placed perpendicular to the
current, the load on ropes and anchors can be calculated. For example, if 500

feet of a 24 inch boom, which has a 16 inch skirt, is stretched across a stream,

which has a 2.11 feet/second current; the equation will estimate

1.92 x (2.11)2 x.1.33

F =

¢

FC = 11.39 Ibs/foot

Ftotal = 11.39 x 500' = 5,695 Ibs.

Although the figure estimates the worst case, it is useful in planning the types of
anchors, ropes, boats, etc. that could be used during a spill. (Also see Table

1)

G-16




.

The wind force can also add to boom loading; but compared to current, wind
is usually negligible. However, the wind force can be calculated with the follow-

ing for'mula:2

F. = .00339 x wa H

w ft

FW = Force due to wind in pounds per linear foot of boom
VW = Wind velocity in knots

He, = Height of boom above the water in feet

ft

TABLE 1. CURRENT LOAD IN POUNDS PER LINEAR
FOOT OF BOOM FOR VARIOUS SKIRT DEPTHS

Current Speed Skirt Depth
Feet Feet
Knot Per Min. Per Sec. 6" 12" 24"
0.5 51 0.84 0.68 135 VT
1.0 101 1.69 2.74 5.48 10.96
1.5 152 2.53 6.15 12.29 24.56
2.5 253 4.22 17.10 34.19 68.33 g

To secure a boom in place in a moving body of water, it is necessary to
provide anchor ropes with sufficient working strength to carry the load. The
load comes from the frictional force acting on the boom and attempting to carry
the boom downstream with the water. Because of the many variables that can
affect the loading, it is difficult to construct a table or figure that will incor-
porate all the parameters. A simplification which shows the relationship between
required diameters of manila and nylon rope to boom length is presented in Figure
12. Since a boom will be angled to produce an effective current perpendicular to
the boom of 0.7 knots, the figure was constructed for this velocity. Another

simplification is that the figure assumes that the boom is placed perpendicular to



the current which would not be done in actual practice. Although the effective
length decreases when booms are angled, there is still the frictional drag over
the actual length. To use the table with the actual boom length would result in
an additional safety factor built into the system. Therefore, it is recommended to

use the figure without a correction for angling the boom.
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BOOM ANGLE TO BANK IN DEGREES
Figure 11. Boom Angles for Various Currents 1
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LENGTH OF BOOM IN FEET

ROPE ODIAMETER IN INCHES

Figure 12. Relationship Between Required Diameter of Manila and Nylon Rope
to Boom Length (boom is perpendicular to a 0.7 knot current)
To use Figure 12, one enters the left hand side of the boom scale with a
length of boom such as 400 feet. |If the boom has a 12-inch skirt, -a 3/4-inch

diameter manila rope should be the minimum size to consider.

High winds blowing against the freeboard of the boom are another force that
will cause additional stress on the moving system. Under most conditions, wind
forces will not cause a serious problem unless lhey exceed 25 knots and the

freeboard is 12 inches high or greater.

Towing load can be significant when a boom is anchored on one end and
pulled against the current. Boats must have sufficient horsepower and be prop-
erly rigged to tow. Ropes must be capable of withstanding the forces, and the

boom must have a tension member capable of high loads. If the boom is extended

G-19



behind the tow boat and pulled free in the current, there is only the frictional
drag along the boom. Because this drag is a function of boat speed, a small boat
with very little horsepower can pull a free boom. However, a boat with at least a
50 horsepower motor is recommended. Although free towing drag is low, when
one end of a boom is anchored to the shore a small boat may not be capable of
positioning the boom because of the high current drag exerted on the boom. The
boom must also be able to withstand perpendicular forces. The tension member,
if it is a chain or cable, must not become detached from the boom due to differen-

tial expansion.

Attempting to moor a boom in a straight line across a current from one point
to another is not recommended. The result is a sag in the boom that will trap
free floating oil at a point inaccessible to the shore. In swift currents the result-
ing forces on moorings can cause large ropes to break and result in possible
safety hazards. The current can be so swift that the boom bobs in the water
and becomes completely or partially submerged. When this occurs a readjustment
of the boom's position becomes necessary. The total force on the moorings. points

will be a combination of the forces caused by currents, wind, and waves.

Because of such problems, boom positioning becomes an important subject.
The first step is for the person in charge to decide where the boom should be
located. Since almost all positions would be on an angle to the current, he
should examine the area for likely sites to position the upstream end. Once this
is secured he can deploy the boom at right angles to or on an angle upstream of
the point, expecting the current to move his boat downstream. Boom should be
secured to trees, vehicles, stakes, or anchors. The most difficult part of deploy-
ing the boom will be in securing the downstream end because the current pulls

the end of the boom into the center of the stream. There will be a sag in the
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‘ boom, but the objective will be to have the sag close to the downstream bank
within easy collection distance. Intermediate anchor points may be needed to
lessen the load on the end mooring points and to transfer the sag from the middle

to the shore.

Figure 13 shows a typical anchoring set up with anchor, chain, rope, float,
and boom. The chain acts as a shock absorber and keeps the angle between the
bottom and the anchor line small. The float keeps the end of the boom from

being submerged.

A good boom location must meet the following criteria:

1. the site must be accessible by truck or boat so that the cleanup crew
can collect and remove the oil;

2. the site must be in the path of the oil so that the oil will be inter-

. cepted; and

3. the site must avoid high currents and poor anchoring locations.

FLOAT WATER SURFACE

ANCHOR LINE
RECOMMENDED LENGTH
5-10 x WATER DEPTH

6 FEET OF CHAIN
ANCHOR

DANFORTH

Figure 13. Typical Anchoring System for a Boom
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Spills in Creeks

When a spill occurs in a shallow creek, stream, or pond, a commercially
available boom may be too deep to be effective because it acts as a dam, causing
the boom to lie flat or to back up the water to such an extent that it overflows
the boom. If the water is too shallow, the stream might be deepened by a drag-
line or backhoe. This equipment can also dig an oil collection pit to use with

booms to direct the oil to the pit for recovery (Fig. 14).

OIL COLLECTION

-

SPACE OIL BOOM > 507 N et

RES g e

Figure 14. Oil Collection Pit Showing Boom Placement

An alternative to expensive commercial booms is the homemade boom. Home-
made booms use the same design criteria as commercially available booms, but use

materials such as boards, plywood, metal sheeting, or metal flashing. One simple
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design uses metal roll flashing with one foot long 2 x 4 floats spaced about 16

inches apart (Fig. 15). Floats are attached alternately.

NOTE: Floats attached adjacent
Figure 15. Metal Flashing Boom to each other.

Note: Floats attached adjacent to each other % to % of the distance from the top
of the flashing.

Another design uses wooden or metal stakes driven into the ground, spaced
across a water body. Boards, planks, or metal sheets can be railed, bolted, or

tied to the stakes at the surface to contain oil (Fig. 16).

Figure 16. Wooden Fence Boom




If sorbent is placed behind the wooden fence boom, a sorbent filter fence

has been created.

Another filter fence is constructed by using chicken wire and stakes with
loose straw or other sorbents upstream of the fence. The fence should be con-
structed perpendicular to the current so that the sorbent will be contained and
not carried to the edge of the creek. For very small creeks, a tree can often be
cut along the bank and placed across the water. Sorbent can be placed behind

the log boom.

In small creeks a sump might be constructed with an underflow dam (Fig.
17). An underflow dam consists of a length of pipe or culvert placed parallel to
the direction of water flow with the upstream end lower than the downstream end
as shown in the figure. The dam can be constructed with a dragline, backhoe,
or bulldozer. The objective is to pass water through the pipe, but retain the
floating oil. The culvert must be large enough to allow water to pass withc;ut
backing up to a depth greater than the dam. Several pipes at various depths
may be used in the dam to carry the required flow. An alternate method is to

add a valve downstream to control the water.

Figure 17. The Construction of a Culvert with an Underflow Dam in a Very
Small Creek
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Culverts in a creek will serve as a barrier for oil if the pipe is below the
water surface. Existing culverts can be utilized at some locations along a creek
by damming the creek downstream and thereby raising the water level above the

top of the culvert.

Spills in small creeks and ponds can also be contained by bales of hay.
Bales should be left intact and placed at strategic locations in the body of water
to contain and sorb the oil. Bales must be removed and disposed of as neces-

sary.

Spills in Rivers

Spills in a river are not usually contained by placing a single boom because
strong currents or turbuience may cause some of the oil to sink temporarily and
flow beneath the boom. Booms must not be placed perpendicular to a river
because the pocket will be in the center of the river, currents will be high, and
the loads can be excessive on the boom, rope, and anchors (Fig. 18). Booms
deployed completely across a river will hamper river traffic. Remember, oil slicks

moving down a river will eventually drift to one side of the channel.

Figure 18. Boom Failure Due to Improper Deployment
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By placing several booms at strategic points along the river one can take

advantage of the oil's tendency to accumulate naturally in certain areas (Fig. 19).

Strategic locations can be the wide places in the river (pools) where the
current speeds are low and booms are likely to be more effective. They might
also be narrow places in the river (riffles) where the floating oil can be more

easily intercepted, providing the currents are not too swift.

CONTAINMENT BOOM

Figure 19. Boom Location Along the Outside Bends in a River

Booms used in rivers usually do not need a skirt deeper than 12 inches if
extra flotation is used at points of high velocity. However, floating debris is a
problem in large rivers. Debris can destroy booms and release oil already con-
tained. It will probably be necessary to keep a patrol boat upstream of booms to

protect them against floating objects. It is also recommended that debris booms

be installed (Fig. 20).
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Figure 20.  Constructing a Debris Boom by Tying Logs Together with Chain
Strung Through Pipe

Spills in Lakes, Estuaries, and Bays
Containment of oil on lakes and bays is complicated by the special problems
caused by river currents, boat traffic, and wind. Changes in wind velocity and

direction can move oil across, against, or with the current.

Figure 21 illustrates the steps that can be taken to contain an oil spill in a
lake or bay. After the cleanup crew deploys a boom at the proper angle down-
stream from the spill, as shown in the first drawing, a second boom is deployed
as a backup in case any oil flows under the first. Because the spill in the lake
or bay is subject to erratic flows from wind generated currents, a third boom is
deployed upstream of the first to completely contain the spill, as shown in the
third drawing. As the oil is skimmed from the pocket, the boom crew should
begin taking in the boom to reduce the size of the pocket and contain the oil in a

smaller area.
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Figure 21. Steps to be Taken in Booming an Qil Spill
Cleaning and Storing Boom

Booms can be stored in several ways. One of lhe handiest is to store the , .

boom on the deck of a flat-bottomed boat so that it can be deployed as needed.
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When this is not available, the boom can be stored on a dock or barge and pulled
into the water using a ramp or roller. Ramps and rollers also protect booms from
wear. Booms may be stored in the water by attaching segments to floating an-
chors. Considerable lengths of booms can be stored in the water in a small area
by folding sections back and forth similar to the way fire hoses are stored on
trucks. One disadvantage is the problem of marine growths forming on the boom

which add weight and drag to the boom.

Booms can be cleaned by breaking the boom into sections and laying each
section flat on a clean sloping surface. Oil can be removed by washing the boom
with water and steam spray. The boom washing area should direct the wash

water to a sump where the oil can be collected.

Summary

Containment devices are designed to contain oil floating on the surface of
water. A properly installed containment device will not only contain the oil, but
will cause the oil to move to a selected location where it can be removed from the
water surface. Air barriers use a current generated by air bubbles to contain

oil. They work best in little or no current waters.

Booms constructed of sorbent materials such as hay can be effectively used
in creeks. Culverts are also useful in stopping the movement of oil slicks. A
series of booms are normally used in spills in rivers and other large bodies of
water, because it is not usually possible to install one boom completely around the

oil spill or across the body of water.

Booms are often stored on the deck of a boat or barge so that it can be

easily and effectively deployed. Booms can also be effectively stored on docks
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and pulled into the water using a ramp or roller to assist in launching and re-

covery.
Boom Selection Checklist

1. Booms should be operational in waves with height to wavelength ratios of
8:1. Booms should work in winds equal to a Beaufort Force 5.

2. At an effective current velocity of 0.7 knots, the skirt should remain within
20° of the vertical.

3. The boom should be capable of being deployed from a reel or from a dock at
a 5 knot rate.

4. The boom should be capable of being towed at 10 knots in a straight line
without twisting. It should follow behind a maneuvering tow boat without
twisting at up to 2 knots.

5. Sections should be capable of being connected and disconnected, without
nuts and bolts or tools, from a small craft in not over two minutes.

6. Recovery and storage should be accomplished by not more than three trained
men.

7. In calm water the boom should have a freeboard of at least 4 1/2 inches.

8. The boom should allow 180° folding at least every 10 feet of length.

9. The boom should have reserve buoyancy of at least 200 percent. The buoy-
ancy should double within 18 percent of the normal water line. ,

10. The boom should have at least a 0.2 percent UV oxidizer/inhibitor coating or
be capable of withstanding two years continuous exposure to direct sunlight.

11. The flotation should have a smooth surface for cleaning and must be punc-
ture resistant.

12. Puncturing or cutting of a float section should not significantly reduce
flotation or allow escape of flotation.

13. The flotation should be an integral part of the entire boom.

14. Flotation should be closed cell foamed plastic resistant to hydrocarbons.
Granular type flotation material is not recommended.

15. The color should be international orange or yellow.

16. Skirt fabric should show good break strength, abrasion resistance, and be

flame resistant.
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The base fabric for the skirt should be polyester.

No laminated materials should be used in the skirt.

Stiffeners should not rust and should not wear through or puncture the
fabric after one year of continuous use in the water with normal wave
action.

The boom should be capable of a direct tensile load, end-to-end, of not less
than 4,500 pounds.

The primary tension member should not elongate more than 10 percent at a
5,000 pound loading.

Tension members should be attached to the skirt and secured to the flotation
at no less than six points every 10 feet.

Tension members should not be located where they would prevent the free-
board from remaining vertically perpendicular to a 0.7 knot current.

Ballast must be non-sparking. |If cable or chain is used, it should be
covered to prevent chafing.

The ballast should not collect static electricity.

For a 0.7 knot current, the following minimum ballast are recommended per
linear foot of boom:

Skirt Depth Ballast |bs/ft of boom
6" 0.33
gn 0.44
10" 0.54
12" 075

The ballast should not be rigid for more than four inches in any one piece.

Anchor points should be placed every 100 feet on both sides and directly
connected to the tension member.

End conneclors should nol permit oil leaking.
End connectors constructed of metal should only use stainless steel, lead, or
anodized aluminum.

List of Common Booms

The following list of booms is for the use of the trainee as a guide and is

not for the purpose of recommending a particular brand. Because of space limita-

tion,

not all booms are included in the list. If a boom is not included, this does
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not mean that the boom should not be used. The following classification system
will be used to distinguish betweeh booms appropriate to inland water, bays, and

ocean service based on freeboard and draft.

Classification Service Freeboard Draft
I inland water 4=10" L s
1 bay 10-18" 12-24"

11 ocean 18" & above 24" & above
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MODEL MANUFACTURER FREE- DRAFT STANDARD WETGHT STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD (inches) LENGTH (1bs/ft) Volume MATERIAL MEMBER
(inches) (feet) (ft3/100)
0.K. Corral Boom Acme Products Co. 4 6 Up to 1.54 14 Polypropylene | Ballast
2666 N Darlington 300 ft foam sealed chain §
P.0. Box 51388 in "Jaton''840 | an op-
Tulsa, OK 74151 6 12 w 1.96 32 denier nylon | tional
(918) 836-7184 fabric 0.31 in
chain for
12 24 1 3.76 102 top ten-
sion
0il Fence Albany International | 7.87 7287 100 2.88 45.9 Polyurethane | None
(40 cm) P70. “Box 1062
Buffalo, NY 14240
(716) 824-8484
0il Fence 12.0 12.0 100 3.74 70.62 Polyurethane | None
(61 cm)
0il Fence 17.9 17.9 100 5.24 144.7 Polyurethane | None
(91 cm)
Mark I American Boom and 6 12 or 18} 100 1.8 33.3 Microfoam Chain
Barrier Co. Floats
8051 Astronaut Blvd.
P.0. Box 933
Cape Canaveral, Fl1
32920
(305) 784-2110
Mark II 7.5 12 or 18| 100 2.2 33.0 Microfoam Chain

Floats
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MODEL

N-5011 Bergen Nordnes
Norway
Telex: 42908 Sea N

MANUFACTURER FREE- DRAFT STANDARD WEIGHT STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD (inches) LENGTH (1bs/ft) Volume MATERIAL MEMBER
(inches) (feet) (£t3/100)
Minimax 17 American Marine Co. 6.0 1110 100 ¥, 18 222 Slab Ethafoam| Galvan-
P.0. Box 940 ized
Cocoa, F1l. 32922 chain or
(305) 636-5783 cable
Minimax 18 6.0 12.0 100 L 33.2 Rolled Micro- gt
foam
Optimax 19 7.0 12{0 100 2.0 33,2 Rolled Micro- il
foam
Supermax 36 12.0 24.0 50 2.9 58.0 Rolled Micro- b
foam
Swedish 0il Trawl B.C.P. Products, Inc. 29.5 5351 65.6 94 |Styrofoam €hain
13742 97th Ave. N.E.
Kirkland, WA 98033
(206) 821-8880 131.2 188
196.8 282
KL-8D Bennex A/S 33.46 | 39.37 45.7 8.7 330 |PVC Floats Kevlar
Dept. of 0il Recovery Rope
Systems
N. Tollbodkai 50.9
P.0. Box 1992 60.9
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MODEL

MANUFACTURER FREE- DRAFT STANDARD WEIGHT STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD (inches) LENGTH (1bs/ft) Volume MATERIAL MEMBER
(inches) (feet) (££3/100)
XF-11 Bennex A/S (con't) 39557 39.37 70,2 20.1 417 PVC Floats Kevlar
Rope
152.4
HL-50E 11.8 29.52 7.6 4.69 523 Solid foam Line at
covered with | base of
152 PV-C stabiliz-
ing net
30.4 2 4=
Reel Boom Biggs Wall Fabri- 12:9 20.0 | Up to 91 2.6 0.8 Air-filled DNA
cators, Ltd. chambers
Hampden House
Arlesey, Beds
SG15 6RT U.K.
SG15 6RT
0462-731133
Telex: 826113
Biwalog
Spilldam Boom Brockton Equipment 6 12 100 1.25 15 Polyethylene | o, 25
180 Corp. floats

P.0. Box 1022
Brockton, Ma
(617) 583-7850

02403

Polyprop-
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MODEL

MANUFACTURING FREE- DRAFT STANDARD WEIGHT STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD |(inches) LENGTH (1bs/ft) | Volume MATERIAL MEMBER
(inches) (feet) (£t3/100)
Harbor Boom Clean Water, Inc. 7.9 24 49.9 2.0 59.6 Polyethylene | Cable and
P.0. Box 1022 floats galvan-
Court House Square ized chain
Toms River, NJ 08753
(201) 341-3600
4X6 Boom Containment Systems 4.0 6.0 50 0.9 12.0 Solid Float | Galvanized
Corp. chain
P.0. Box 1390
Cocoa, F1 32922
Performance Boom (305) 632-5640 6.0 12.0 100 1.6 3.0 & ¥
Telex: 566535
Fence Boom CSCCoCA 6.0 120 100 I ¥ 21.0 Plank
Harbor Boom 12.0 24.0 50 2.7 116.0 Expanded Galvanized
. polypropyleng Wire rope-
at top;
ballast at
bottom
River Boom 6.0 12.0 100 19 51,0 Expanded 4
Polypropylene
Conwed Disposable | Conwed Corp. 10 10 y 2.9 24 polyethylene | Polypro-
Containment Boom 444 Cedar St. foam pylene
P.0O. Box 43237 line

St. Paul, MN 55101
(612) 221-1144
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MCDEL MANUFACTURER FREE- DRAFT STANDARD WEIGHT STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD (inches) LENGTH (1bs/ft) Volume MATERIAL MEMBER
(inches) (feet) (£t3/100)
Petro Barrier Crowley Environmental 1Y) e 13 100 4.4 128 Closed-cell Skirtmat-
24 in. Services Corp. foam erial
P.0. Box 2287
< Seattle, WA 98111 " "
ggtiz Barrier (206) 583-8100 13 23 100 6.5 200
5 Telex: 321229
High Seas Dickson-Constant 3155 35.4 82 10.1 DNA Inflatable Metal
249 Ruedu Fauborg chambers frames
de Roubaix and cable
B.P.:%
Coastal 59010 Lille Cedex, 23.5 31.5 82 8.7 DNA w i
France
Sheltered Telex: 820314 EDSA 15.8 23.6 164 3.4 DNA " L
LILLE
River 3156 39 37 82 5.4 DNA Y o
Sea-Sentry 9-18 Goodyear Aerospace 9 18 68 5 32.7 Inflatable 0.38
Corp. chambers Galvanized|]
Engineered Fabrics chain
Rockmart, GA 30153
Sea Sentry 12-24 (404) 684-7855 12 24/30 55 10 82 1 &
Sea Sentry 14-24 14 24 55 8.8 82 u Two 0.5
Kevlar

Ropes
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MODEL MANUFACTURER FREE - | DRAFT STANDARD WEIGHT STORAGE | FLOAT TENSION
BOARD (inches)| LENGTH (1bs/ft) |Volume MATERTIAL MEMBER
(inches) (feet) [ £t3/100)
Permint 36 Intertrade Industries 12 24 50 3 128 Polyethylene |Polyester
15301 Transistor Lane foam webbing
Huntington Beach, Ca.
92649
(714) 894-5566
Compactible Kepner Plastics 7.1-20.9 |13-75.2 | 167 to 2001.3-12.7 |6.4-84.57|Self-inflat- |Glavan-
Fabricators, Inc ing compart- |ized chain
3131 Lomita Blvd. ments and boom fab-
Super Compactible |Torrance, CA 90505 7.1-11.8 |13-18.1 167 1.3-3.40 .36-1.0|polyethylene |ric poly-
Sea Curtain (213) 325-3162 and/or poly- |ester
Telex: 691646 urethane foam|webbing.
floats. optional:
Reel Pak 7.1-16.5 |13-18.1 {100 or 200|1.34-4.0 45-2.7 Galvan-
Sea Curtain Inland ized wire
to Offshore models
Standgrd Sea 4-26 9-42 | 50 or 100 1-19 7.1-493 |Resistex Co- |Galvan-
Cgrtaln: Bayou to polymer, ized chain
High Seas models olyethylene,
olypropylene,
or polyur-
ethane foam
Permanent Sea 11.0 24 | 51 to 100 3.6 49.4 9 s
Tender
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MODEL MANUFACTURER FREE- DRAFT STANDARD WEIGHT STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD (inches) LENGTH (1bs/ft) Volume MATERIAL MEMBER
(inches) (feet) (£t3/100)

Baplac 41 Kleber-Colombes 90 11.8 164 2.4 ---- Solid flota- |Protected
Services Commerciaux ‘ tion blocks chain
it Usine and airspaces
BiP:" 224 within fabric

Balaer 323 rue lesage maille 14.6 209 164 5.4 75.0 pockets. M
76320 Caudebec- les
Elbeuf, France

Balaer 333 35-81-00-99 2143 29.6 164 Tl 98.2 . i
Telex: 770438

Mini- Boom Megator Corp. 2.0 7.0 16.4 0.6 15.9 Closed-cell |None
136 Gamma Drive foam covered
Pittsburgh, PA with PVC-
(412) 963-9200 coated nylon
Telex: 812573 cloth

Nordan Sea Nordan 0il Pollution 13:8 20.1 32.8 6.0 DNA Air-filled Chain

Control, Urupvej, floats

5550 Langeskov

Nordan Coast gg’_";gg’;% 19.7 23.6 32.8 7.7 DNA " "

Guard b
Telex: 50310 Nordon

Nordan Ocean 23.6 35.4 26.3 10.5 DNA L "
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MODEL MANUFACTURER FREE- DRAFT STANDARD WEIGHT STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD | (inches) | LENGTH (1bs/ft) | VOLUME MATERIAL MEMBER
(inches) (feet) (ft3/100)
30 HD Norske Telektron 11.8 19.7 164 4.0 42.7 Nondeflatable|Fishing
Telektron garden, air-filled net
Drammenseien 126 floats
80 HD 8;}‘;5?36’_“3;'”” 31.4 |39 to 78 328 13.4 64 " "
100 Papans . Wik 39.3 |39 to 117 328 16.1 81 " "
Nat 0il Boom Nouvelles Applications 11.8 19.7 328 1.48 10.8 Inflatable chain
Technologiques (or spec.) floats
370, Avenue Napolean-
Bonaparte,
92500 Rueil- Malmaison
France Telex:202913
i
Offshore 0il Offshore Devices, Inc. 21.0 2%.0 612 16.0 1.3 [ Solid etha- 4" Double
Containment Building 43 | foam panels |braid-
Barrier Summit Industrial Park within a polyester
Peabody, MA 01960 steel panel line
(617) 286-0767 and inflat-
able floats
H.G. 15 0il Recovery Inter- 5.9 9.8 50.8 1.6 20.3 Polystyrene |Galvan-
national, Tuckton floats ized chain
Bridge, Christchurch
Dorset BH231JS U.K.
H.G. 30 0202-486666 11.8 18.1 101.6 355 89.0 " s
Telex: 41354 OILMOPG
H.G. 40 15.8 18.1 101.6 4.5 149 o N
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MODEL MANUFACTURER FREE - DRAFT STANDARD WEIGHT STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD (inches)| LENGTH (1bs/ft.) | VOLUME MATERIAL MEMBER
(inches) (feet) (ft3/100)
Regular Duty Boom | Parker Systems, Inc. 6 12 100 1:7 30 Closed-cell Galvan-
PO, “Box:1652 foam ized chain
Norfolk, Va 23501
Basin Boom (804) 485-2952 4 8 25 1.0 15 it v
Bantam Boom 3 415 25 0.9 8 " Fabric
Harbor Boom Response Systems Inc. | 11.8 18.5 82 2.0 12.0 Air-filled None
No. 3000 820 Richie Highway 2A floats
Seyerna Park, MD
Sea Boom 21146 18" 2565 50 3.52 19 " L
No. 4300 (301) 647-4424
TWX: 710-867-5829
No. 2000 8 12 82 DNA DNA i 4
Rolip High Seas Rolba Marine 27 6 2756 157.4 18.1 692 Closed-cell | None
Boom Departement Marine foam
11, 15, Boulevard
Paul-Langevin
B.Pi i 3-E
38600 Fontaine
France: 76-26-58-72
Telex: 320780 Rolba
Fontaine
RO-Boom A/S Roulunds Fabriker 26 51 663 1231 16 Inflatable Chain
DK-5260, Qdenses, air-filled
Denmark; Tel:11-55-15 floats

Telex: 59873




MODEL MANUFACTURER FREE- DRAFT STANDARD | WEIGHT STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD (inches) LENGTH (1bs/ft) VOLUME MATERIALS MEMBER
(inches) (feet) (££3/100)
Standard Samsel Rope and 6 12 150 1.4 26.6 Unicellular | Ballast
containment Marine Supply Co. Plastic foam | wire at
Pollution Recovery bottom,
Systems Division and lat-
1285 0il River Rd. eral ten-
Cleveland, OH 44113 sion tape
(216) 241-0333 at top
Inner Harbor Boom | Seaward International 145 10 50 2.6 128 Closed-cell Parallel
6269 Leesburg Pike foam with ur-|Kevlar
Falls Church, VA ethane elast-| fibers
22044 omer
(703) 534-3500
Outer Harbor Boom | Telex: 899455 12 16 S0 4 ---- ! %
Lake Type A.B. Sjuntorp 11.8 16.3 - 27 ---- Cellular Coated
S-46020 nylon rope §
Sjuntorp, Sweden wire
0S 20/40200
Coastal Type Telex: 42143 1753 22.5 --=- 3.8 ---- L W
Open Sea Type 28.5 39.5 -——- 5.4 ———- " b
Zig Zag Boom Skimmex Ltd. 20 24 40 4.5 ——— Air inflated |Galvan-
270 Earls Court Rd. polyester ized
London, England fabric chain
SWS9AD -
Shoreline 01370 3315 67 9 12 40 0.8 -——— 2" "
Barrier Telex: 981986
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MODEL MANUFACTURER FREE- DRAFT STANDARD WEIGHT STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD (inches) LENGTH (1bs/ft) VOLUME MATERIAL MEMBER
(inches) (feet) - |(£t3/100)
Harbor MK7 Slickbar, Inc. 8 16 | Increments 3.6 50 Hard-skinned| None
250 Pequot Ave. i of 3%' Polyethlene
Southport, CT 06490 foam
(203) 255-2601
Harbor MK10 5 9 ! Increments|1.85-2.83 30 L "
of 5'
Harbor MK11 5 9 Increments |1.85-2.83 30 v L
of 5!
4 in. Boom Spill Control Co. 4 14 50 1.28 DNA Ethafoam Galvan-
828 N. Grand Ave. floats ized
Covina, CA 91724 chain or
(213) 339-1259 cable
6 in. Boom 6 18 S0 1.84 DNA i i
Combi- Boom ) 13 150 or 100 12572 4 Closed-cell | Polypro
Urethane rope
Bantam ‘Trelleborg A/B, 11 18.5 314.9 3.5 38.7 Polystyrene | Rope
Box 501, S-231 01 foam System
Trelleborg 1, Sweede
Universal 0410-510-00 15.8 25.6 236.1 3.7 1.9 4. "
Telex: 32948
Giant 19.7 39.4 186.9 5.2 3:2 L "
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MODEL MANUFACTURER FREE- DRAFT | STANDARD WEIGHT STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD (Inches)|{ LENGTH (1bs/ft.) | VOLUME MATERIAL MEMBER
(inches) (feet) (££3/100)
18 in. Mini Uniroyal, Inc. 6 12 40 155 48 Fabric-cover-|None
Engineered Systems : ed ensolite
Mishauaka, In 46544
(219) 256-8142
36 in. Standard 12 24 40 3 69 L L&
36 in. 2-ply 12 24 40 5.8 138 i "
7/11 General Versatech Products, 6 1}k:4 50 1.6 50 Polyethylene |Galvanized
Purpose Inc. floats chain
60 Riverside Drive
Permanent Harbor N Vancouver, B.C. 12 18 50 8.9 228 Polyethylene L
V7H 1T4 floats filled
(604) 929-5451 with urethane
Telex: 0435 2686
Inshore Bennpoll VCR 12 23 50 2.2 100 Polyethylene 5
floats
Zooom Boom 6 11.4 100 1.4 6.0 Inflatable Galvanized
Series 7 Polyester chain or
Model 11 floats coated|synthetic
with PVC or |fiber
Polyurethane
Zooom Boom 10 19.6 100 2:0 18.0 L g
Series 12 Model 18
Zooom Boom 15 20.3 ———— 3.9 35 8 "
Series 18
Model 18




HOREL MANUFACTURER FREE- | DRAFT | STANDARD | WEIGHT | STORAGE FLOAT TENSION
BOARD (inches) LENGTH (1bs/100) | VOLUME MATERIAL MEMBER
; inches) (feet) (ft3/100)
Ocea k : .
- Vikoma International, 292 17 1640 3.0 73 Self-inflating|None
Inc. Crest House 840 denier-
. Seapack 39-41 Thames St. 312 17 1640 3.0 100 | nylon tubing "
l Weybridge, Surrey U.K| coated with
. Coastalpack Weybridge 43315/6 17 17 820 2.9 24 neoprene ?
; Telex: 929329
©  General Purpose Welsh 0il-Tech, Inc. 4 8 50 1,5 192 Urethane foam |None
> a4 in. 15711 NE 92nd St.
Redmond, Wa 98052
, Containment Boom (206) 885-5759 12 24 50 2.5 640 b g
. 12 in, Telex: 321182
§
High Compression 12 18 10 DNA 180 Air-filled ?
0il Barrier (HCOB) floats

This list has been adapted from The 1981 International Directory of 0il

Spill Control Products written by the center for Short-Lived Phenomena
and published by Cahners Publishing Company, P.0. Box 716, Back Bay Annex,
Boston, Massachusetts 02117.
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RECOVERY OF OIL ON SURFACE WATER







RECOVERY OF OIL ON SURFACE WATER

The Purpose of a Skimmer

After the spilled oil has been contained, it must be removed. A skimmer
provides one of the least expensive means of removal with the advantage of recov-
ering oil without changing the physical or chemical properties of it. Although

many skimmer units are commercially available, there are five basic types:

1 suction units,

2. floating weirs,

3. oleophilic disks, drums, or belts,

4. hydrodynamic inclined planes, and
s induced vortex or cyclone skimmers.

Suction units and floating weirs are the most common types of skimmers because
they are usually simple to operate, versatile, and generally cost less than other
types. Most small skimmers can be compatible with each other, providing proper
hose connections and couplings are available. Small skimmers can be used on
small and large spills and should be a part of a company's oil spill equipment
inventory. Large self-propelled skimmers are usually purchased by only coopera-

tives because of the expense involved.

Available Skimmer Types

Floating Suction Units

Floating suction units are constructed so that the area of the mouth of the
skimmer is large enough to permit a wide coverage. In a floating suction head, a
self-priming pump is needed to draw the oil into the head, and the suction head
is balanced to float at the oil-water interface. Hoses float on top of the surface

supported by flotation collars (Fig. 1).




The advantages of suction-type skimmers are that they are simple to
operate, can be used in most situations, can recover oils of varying viscosities
and can be used in most water depths. The flexible Manta Ray (Fig. 1) was
designed to work in small waves. Since this skimmer's head is flexible it tends to
conform to wave action and will skim oil in spite of small waves. However, like

most skimmers, this unit becomes less efficient as the waves increase in size.

The capacity of the suction unit is limited by the size of the hose, the
capacity of the pump, and the depth of cut. The main disadvantage to suction
heads is their tendency to become clogged with trash. Also, the suction head
and hose may become filled with air. Therefore, the pumps used with skimming
units should be self-priming. For efficient operation a person should be stationed
at each skimmer to remove trash, to adjust the skimmer as required, and to move
the skimmer if necessary. Tether ropes tied to the head of the skimmer help to
secure the unit to the bank and allow one to maneuver it toward the oil. The
skimmer operator may find it necessary to move the oil to the skimmer. This can

be accomplished by wooden paddles, blowers, water sprays, or even prop wash.

SUCTION HOSE

e N ]l_ru"?__.

& i

WATER SURFACE

Figure 1. Floating Suction Skimming Unit.
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Possible Advantages Possible Disadvantages
1. Works well in shallow water j £ Debris clogging problems
2 Portable 2. Limited oil recovery efficiency
3. Relatively inexpensive 3. May perform poorly in swift
currents or waves greater
4. No adjustments than about 6" high

Floating Weir

Floating weir skimmers are designed to allow oil to flow 6ver the top edge of
a weir and into a collecting vessel where the oil is pumped away through a flexi-
ble hose. Theoretically, the edge of the weir can be adjusted so that it is set
near the oil-water interface to maintain good oil recovery efficiency; in practice,
this is difficult to do. The weir skimmer shown in Figdre 2 obtains buoyancy
from the floating cylinders that will keep the unit from sinking. However, the
skimming depth or "cut" of the unit must be manually pre-set by adjusting wing
nuts or thumbscrews. Each time the oil-water interface varies, the skimmer's cut

must be readjusted manually.

Early units were often top-heavy and flipped over in rough water. Others
were not balanced well and discharge hoses would cause the weir to cut deeper on

one side than the other.

As waves become larger, the unit will tend to bob up and down and skim
more water than oil. This type of skimmer is obviously better suited for quiet

water.
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TO“
COLLECTION
TANK

Figure 2. Floating Weir Skimming Unit.

Possible Advantages Possible Disadvantages
| = Good oil recovery efficiency ; Large units cannot work

in shallow water
Cs Small units are portable

e Not good in waves and
3. Small units are inexpensive currents
4. Can be used in relatively 3. Hydrodynamically unbalanced

shallow water
4. Requires frequent movement

5; Small units simple to operate

A hydraulically-balanced floating weir skimmer automatically adjusts according
to a pre-set internal liquid or air level. A flexible suction hose is connected to
the bottom of the unit to remove the oil as it collects inside the skimmer (Fig. 3).
The main advantage of this type over the conventional weir is that the position of
the hydraulically-balanced weir can be adjusted by changing the pumping rate.
As the pumping rate is increased, the weir depth is increased. The unit has a
screen on the front to keep trash from entering the unit itself, but the operator

must remove trash from the screen as required. This unit, like the conventional

weir, works better in calm water and with thick oil slicks.




BUOYANCY
TANK

SUCTION
HOSE

Figure 3. Hydraulically-balanced Floating Weir Skimmer

Possible Advantages Possible Disadvantages
s Good oil recovery efficiency 1 Cannot work in as
shallow water as some
& Portable units
3 Relatively inexpensive 2. Not good in waves

and currents
4. Hydraulic control efficiency

D Hydrodynamically balanced

The primary disadvantage of weir skimmers is that their recovery capacities
are limited by the relatively small surface areas of weirs. To reduce the amount

of water taken in, the rate of recovery must be slowed down even more. Another



drawback is that debris collecting around the edge of a weir drastically reduces
the amount of oil recovered. The debris acts as a dam for the oil and must be
removed for best efficiency. Floating weir skimmers are not recommended in large
units because their manpower and auxiliary equipment requirements are great.
Large units are expensive, they require deep water, and are difficult to trans-

port.

Oleophilic Disks and Drums

All oleophilic skimmers work on the principles of either absorption or adsorp-
tion. The oleophilic material continually passes through an oil slick and the oil
adheres to or soaks into the material. The sorbent material is drawn from the
water, the oil is wiped or squeezed from it, and the sorbent material passes
through the slick again to collect more oil. Recovered oil is pumped to a holding

vessel or tank.

Some of the early oleophilic disk/drum skimmers (Fig. 4) were used spar-
ingly because they were difficult to transport, worked poorly in very shallow
water, and had some problems with debris clogging. However, new designs have
eliminated most of these problems, and the newer skimmers work much better than

their predecessors.
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ROTATI
DisSK

Figure 4. An Oleophilic Disc Skimmer

Possible Advantages

1. Good oil recovery efficiency

2. Can be operated relatively
unattended

3 Available in a range of
sizes
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Possible Disadvantages

May perform poorly in high
waves and currents

Large units may be awkward
to move

Highly mechanical
(complex machinery)

Often requires outside
power source

Often relatively expensive



Oleophilic Belts and Rope
A commonly used oleophilic skimmer for oil spills is the fabric belt. It
operates efficiently in thin as well as thick slicks and small debris does not

present a problem.

The Marco-type skimmer is a popular unit that consists of a continuous belt
a foot or more wide. The oleophilic belt is made of open mesh material and allows
the water to pass through. This skimmer has been used effectively by mounting
the unit on pontoons with the belt suspended in the water between the floats
(Fig. 5). The skimmer can be self-propelled or towed through the oil. These
units have worked well with some waves and medium currents. A number of
projects are underway to improve the characteristics of using these types of

skimmers in high waves and currents.
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OIL COLLECTION

OiL PICKUP

Figure 5. Oleophilic Belt Skimmer

Possible Advanlages
s High oil recovery efficiency
2, Wave-dampening characteristics

3. Good trash handling

4. Available in a range of sizes
5. Maneuverable in self-propelled
form

6. Ordinarily in self-propelled
form

H-9

Possible Disadvantages

Not for close quarters work
Relativel); expensive

Must replace belt occasionally
Shallow water limitations

May require several
trained personnel

Storage and maintenance costs
may be high




The Oil Mop Dynamic Skimmer (Fig. 6) is a self-propelled catamaran approxi-
mately 38 feet long and 12 feet wide. As the oil slick passes into the space
between the two catamaran hulls, it comes into contact with one or more of the
six floating adsorbent ropes that are positioned between the catamaran hulls.
These ropes are rotated forward .at a speed equal to the forward velocity of the
skimmer so that a zero relative velocity condition is achieved. This zero relative
velocity condition reduces turbulance during oil-to-mop contact. As the ropes
collect the oil they are drawn over a roller assembly, along a flat tray, and
squeezed clean of oil by a w inger located at the bow of the vessel. Collected oil

is offloaded by positive displacements pumps.

COLLECTED OIL -

WATER LEVEL
MOPS

im\\x\\m&\\a\&\\»\ SSNSARASRINRRNRERSNSESSASE

3 M/ =

HEAVY OIL
Figure 6. Oil Mop Dynamic Skimmer

Clean Bay owns a large self-propelled, two-belt Marco skimmer. This unit
has lights for night operation, platforms for workers to fend off debris, plastic
bags to catch small debris that is taken up by the belts, and tanks for recovered

cil. The skimmer is powered by two diesel engines. There are radios and radar




aboard. Oleophilic rope mop systems (Fig. 7) are available in a wide range of

sizes with the smallest 55 gallon drum-mounted unit having a recovery rate of

between 6-8 barrels per hour.

Larger units are capable of recovering up to 800 barrels per hour and can
handle 3000 to 5000 feet of rope mop. The machines that propel and squeeze the
rope mop can be driven by gasoline, electric, pneumatic, or diesel engines and
can be fitted with various recovered oil storage tank capabilities. The floating
tail pulley or shive can be anchored, tied to a tree or, when offshore, carried by
a second vessel. Characteristically, these systems have a relatively high oil-
water recovery efficiency. The ability to change the length of rope mop (which
requires ten minutes) and to change the configuration of the rope by maneuvering

the tail pulleys are important advantages of this system.

The units can operate in debris, shallow water, marshes, beneath ice, on
ice, or even in sewers. Their portability allows good response time over large

areas since they can be operated by one person.
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SQUEEGEE ROLLERS

RECLAIMED 2~

MOP SELECTIVELY
SORBS THE OIL

WATER
SURFACE

——— e ————

TAIL
PULLEY

Figure 7. Oleophilic Rope Skimmer

Possible Advantages Possible Disadvantages
T High recovery rates with 1: Can recontaminate shore unless
low labor factor plastic material is placed
under rope mop
2. Effective in shallow water
2: Occasional replacement of rope
3: May act as a boom mop is necessary
4. Works in currents when 3. Possible safety hazard

angled properly
4. Relatively fixed

5. Handles wide range of
viscosities D Rope can twist in currents unless
multiple tail pulleys are used
6. Little water recovered

8 Non-debris fouling

8. Can be maneuvered easily by
adjusting tail pulleys




Hydrodynamic Inclined Plane
This skimmer consists of an inverted endless belt designed to carry the oil
beneath the surface as the skimmer is maneuvered into the oil. The oil will leave

the belt at the bottom and float upward into a collection well to be pumped away

to recovery (Fig. 8).

ROTATING BELT
COLLECTION
WELL

ad

\—/mvearso ENDLESS BELT

Figure 8. Hydrodynamic Inclined Plane Skimmer
Possible Advantages Possible Disadvantages
12 High oil recovery T Poor trash handling
efficiency capabilities
2: Range of sizes 2 Relatively expensive
S Maneuverable in self- 3. Slow deployment speed

propelled form

4. Ordinarily in self-propelled
form
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Possible Advantages (continued)

5. Low manpower requirements
6. Operates in high sea states
7 Can be transported by truck
8. Will remove sheens

9. Will pick up gasoline

Induced Vortex or Cyclone Skimmers

Another basic type of skimmer employs the centrifugal force of a vortex as
its main principle. The early model vortex weir skimmers worked well in calm
water, but depended on a motor and a rotating propeller beneath the surface to

create a vortex in the water.

The Cyclonet Skimmer System takes advantage of the vortex collection prin-
ciple on a large scale in its Cyclonet 050 Skimmer. This skimmer was developed
in France and consists of two induced vortex recovery devices mounted on either
side of an inflatable Zodiac boat. The oil slick enters the front of the devices,
known as the convergent areas, where it is concentrated and directed by the
forward speed of the vessel into what is called the hydrocyclone chamber through
a below-water entrance port. The oil-water mixture is then separated by the
centrifugal action of the vortex; oil accumulates near the top of the vortex and is

pumped to storage tanks while water is expelled through an exit port situated on

the hydrocyclone side wall.




/—’- OlIL TO STORAGE

CENTRIFUGE
ACTION
WATER OUT
FLov Q
OIL/WATER
Figure 9. Induced Vortex Skimmer
Possible Advantages Possible Disadvantages
: N Range of sizes 1. Poor performance in high
‘ seas
- Usually self-propelled form
2. Some loss of efficiency at
3. Low manpower requirements high speeds
4. Simple mechanism principle . Expensive

4. Trash may create problems

Other Skimmer Types
Other skimmers have been developed for oil recovery services with varying

degrees of success. While a number of these units rely on one or more of the

especially useful in special situations.

The Paddle-wheel skimmer (Fig. 10) is designed to pull oil up a perforated

|

‘ ' basic principles already outlined, there are some innovative devices that are
|

ramp by a rotating paddlewheel assembly. As oil and water are drawn up the
\

. ramp, the water settles out and drops through the ramp perforations. The
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remaining oil-rich mixture is then directed over the top of the incline and into a

sump from which it is off-loaded. This unit comes in a variety of sizes and can
be applied in a number of modes. It can be used as a stationary skimmer quite
successfully and can be towed with boom in a catenary configuration. The unit
also has the ability to use boom attached in an encircling mode. In this mode,
the boom surrounds a spill and is slowly drawn into an increasingly smaller area

toward the skimmer.

Figure 10. Paddle-wheel Skimming Unit

Possible Advantages Possible Disadvantages
1. High oil recovery efficiency 1. Recovery limited by swift currents

or high seas

2. Range of sizes
2, Expensive

¥ Can be used in a variety
of modes 33 Exposure of a number of

mechanical elements
4. Handles debris well




How to Choose a Skimmer

For ease and efficiency of operation, oil skimmers should meet the following

criteria:
1. capable of recovering oil with a wide range of viscosities,
2. able to pass small solids and debris without damage,
3. able to handle air without losing prime,

4. capable of operating in shallow water depths,

S capable of operating continuously, and

(o]

simple to operate.
Several factors to consider in selecting a skimmer include:
i capacity,
2. type of oil most likely to be recovered,
3. frequency of use,
4. ability to handle solids,
5 where the skimmer is to be used (waves, tides, etc.), and

6. ease of handling and maneuvering.

When considering skimmer capacity, one should estimate the probable spili
size that could occur. A rule-of-thumb is to choose a skimmer capable of recov-
ering approximately 10 percent of the volume of the average spill each minute.
High capacity skimmers such as the Marco type can be bought by cooperatives
rather than individual companies. The type of oil that you will most likely be
required to recover should affect the choice of skimmer. Very heavy oils are
probably more economically recovered with suction heads or floating weirs using
conventional posilive displacement pumps. It is a good policy to choose a durable

skimmer that requires minimum manpower.
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Skimmer Systems for Creeks, Rivers, and Estuaries
Although the proper skimmer is important, it is necessary to acquire an
adequate skimmer system. The system consists of a skimmer, various hoses,
pumps, a separator tank, and recovered oil tank (Fig. 11). With simple systems,
a discharge hose provided with flotation collars is connected between the skimmer
head and a pump. It is recommended that a positive displacement pump be used

to reduce emulsion formation.

24
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Figure 11. A Typical Skimming System Consisting of a Skimmer, Hose, Pump,
Oil-Water, and Recovered Oil Tank

The skimmed mixture is usually pumped to an oil-water separator tank for

decanting. A child's backyard swimming pool with an opening cut in the bottom

can act as a simple and inexpensive separator unit. Commercially-constructed

tanks can also be purchased that float in the water and have an opening in the

bottom to permit the water to exit the separator while retaining the oil. As much

water should be separated from the oil as possible at the spill site to reduce the

amount of water handled by truck.




If a separator is used, a second pump or a manifold on a single pump will
transfer the separated oil to a recovered oil tank. If a vacuum truck is used as
a recovered oil tank, an extra pump will not be needed. Vacuum trucks can also
double as oil-water separators. Be certain that the vacuum truck operators are
not merely recovering water. Also, caution should be used when recovering light
product spills using vacuum trucks. Any available vessel can act as a recovered
oil tank. Some manufacturers sell inflatable tanks. These tanks can be obtained
in a variety of sizes, are easy to store when deflated, and are built to withstand

heavy duty use.

Skimmers, hoses, pumps, separators, and recovered oil tanks should be
compatible. Three and four-inch diameter pumps and hoses are recommended over
smaller sizes. |If emulsion formation is a problem, vacuum systems or positive
displacement pumps should be used. Otherwise, self-priming centrifugal pumps
are acceptable. After a new system is purchased, it must be properly maintained
and the response team properly trained with the equipment so that the operation

of the units and the system will be understood and ready in case of a spill.

Moving Oil To Skimmers

In expediting oil removal from water, several techniques can be used to push
the oil to the skimmer. Physical barriers such as mini booms or sorbent booms
can be drawn toward the skimmer to pull the oil. These shallow depth devices
are used so that oil is not pushed underneath the containment boom. Several

passes with the device will be necessary.

Water current producing devices such as water spraying systems, firefight-

ing syslems, boat prop wash, and air fans or blowers can be used to push the oil




to a skimmer. Water spraying devices can use attached booms to hold thick oil
layers. Special care should be taken with firefighting systems and boat prop
wash to ensure that oil is not emulsified by water droplets from spray or

irregular wave patterns near the spray.

A third technique is chemical herding agents that work on thin slicks,
especially oil sheens. Chemical herding agents will cause Lhe oil slick to shrink
and become thicker. These agents can interfere wilth oleophilic skimmers if the
chemical herding agent contacts the olephilic belt, disc, or rope directly. The

herding agent will keep oil from sticking to the oleophilic surface.

Summary

An assortment of skimmers is useful for oil spill cleanup. Each type has
advantages and disadvantages, most skimmers lose oil recovery efficiency as
waves and currents increase. Certain skimmer types work well from vessels while

other skimmer types work best in confined shoreline areas.

Since most oil slicks contain a certain amount of debris, the pump on the
skimming unit should not be susceptible to clogging and should be able to pass
small solids without damage. |If a skimmer will be used primarily in shallow
water, choose a floating suction head or weir-type skimmer. Most types of skim-
mers will work in deeper waters under calm conditions. A skimming unit should
be chosen for its ease of handling in a particular situation. If oil needs to be
removed from restricted locations, vacuum skimmers are the best choice. What-

ever the type, all skimmers require constant attention.
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SHORELINE PROTECTION AND RESTORATION

Oil deposited on shorelines is one of the greatest problems of the cleanup
crew because of the expense for cleanup and restoration. It has been estimated
that up to 50 percent of the total cost for some spills was directly attributed to
shoreline restoration. Cleanup cost will depend on the natural and manmade
features of the shoreline, changes in water level, weather conditions, distance to

disposal sites, and forms of restoration required.

Shoreline Parameters

The energy level is determined by the amount of current and wave action to
the shoreline. These actions will influence oil persistence on the shoreline and
contamination of other nearby shorelines. High energy shorelines are generally
exposed to storm waves and swift currents that can bury or remove large quan-
tities of oily sediments over a short time interval. Low energy shorelines are
generally sheltered from wave cutting actions and swift currents. Indicators of

high energy shorelines include:

1. Short transition from shallow to deep water

& Rounded sediment particles

3. Highly sorled shoreline material (i.e., sand, pebbles, cobbles,
boulders)

The shoreline access in transporting manpower and equipment to oiled shore-
lines is a prime consideration in deciding whether cleanup should be initiated.
Based on these factors and biological productivity, a shoreline sensitivity index

will indicate low to high sensitivity to an oil spill (Table 1).



TABLE 1. SHORELINE SENSITIVITY INDEX FOR OIL SPILLS

| Exposed rocky shoreline

nN

Wave cut platforms

w

Fine grained sand

Coarse grained sand
Mixed sand and gravel
Gravel shores

Sheltered roc'y shoreline

Mud flats

WO - 00 S ED - TR

Marshes and swamps

Other biological, physical, or cultural characteristics will also influence an
area's sensitivity and uniqueness. Biological characteristics include (1) rare,
threatened, or endangered species, (2) reserves and preserves, (3) waterfowl
concentration areas, (4) mammal and bird rookeries, (5) commercially important
species, (6) recreationally important species, and (7) ecologically productive areas
(i.e., marshes). Physical characteristics include: (1) high erosion potential
areas if disturbed, (2) geologically designated study sites, (3) fossiliferous
formations, and (4) mineral-bearing formations. Cultural characteristics include:
(1) archaeological study areas, (2) tribal fishing areas, and (3) historical

monuments.

Recreation and industrial areas should be considered as to their use by the
public. Public opinion can become adverse when favorite boating and swimming
areas are fouled, private and public beach fronts are oiled, or private and public

services are disrupted. For example, oil in cooling or process water intakes may




reduce or totally close an industry. Contaminated domestic and agricultural

freshwater supplies can temporarily reduce service in water consumption.

Problems with Shoreline Cleanup

Shoreline cleanup is certainly one of the most visible activities which will
invite the press, private citizens, and volunteers to the cleanup site. When
these people arrive at the site, company personnel should be assigned to direct
the press to designated public relations personnel, and property owners with
complaints to a claims person. Volunteers can be told that their help is not
required or can be directed to the Coast Guard, EPA, or other government
agency. Public relations and claims are covered in a later section. There is
nothing wrong with sightseers watching cleanup operations as long as neither

they nor their cars get in the way.

Often, opefations must be conducted in confined areas where movement is
severely restricted. In these cases one or more persons are necessary to direct
the traffic of the trucks entering and leaving the shoreline. It is best to have a
uniformed officer present to direct traffic where it enters the main road. This
person can handle traffic as well as small incidents that may arise between
citizens and the company. Off-duty policemen, sheriff's deputies, and constables
are usually available for hire. They are trained to handle traffic, know how to
handle confrontations, will place the cleanup operations in good stead with the

police force, and will usually work for reasonable wages.



Methods to Limit Shoreline Damage

Under ideal conditions, there will be enough time between notification of an
oil spill and its reaching the shoreline to take some measures to protect the
beaches. Providing the wave action is not excessive, properly placed booms,
angled away from the shoreline, will prevent oil from reaching areas that will be
difficult and expensive to clean up (Fig. 1). Booms can be commercial or "home
made," such as a log, boards, or metal sheeting. Booms angled toward the
shoreline can divert oil to a specific area for recovery (Fig. 2). Small points,
inlets, and sand bars can be effective recovery areas. Heavy equipment can be
used to build temporary dams to block off marshes or swamps from rivers or lakes

until the oil threat has passed (Fig. 3).
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Sorbents placed on the beach to sorb the oil as it comes in are useful for
rivers or small lakes, but not for open bodies of water subject to breaking
waves. For effective usage of sorbents in areas subject to changing water levels,
reservoir engineers, soil scientists, or local citizens should be consulted to pre-
dict the optimum time for deployment. Sorbent sheets and booms are superior to
loose sorbent, which tends to mix with the sand and silt and be carried out into
the water, posing recovery problems. To be most effective, the sorbent should
be laid along the low-water mark, and as the water and oil move up lhe beach,
the sorbent should be wor!ed into the oil through natural wave action or by
mechanical means. Straw should not be used if other sorbents are available. It
can be used on shore to limit oiling or tied together into a temporary boom when

other materials cannot be secured quickly.

Spraying water on a beach will reduce the amount of oil that adheres to
rocks or bulkheads. Water soaked sand beaches will reduce the low penetration
of low viscosity oil into pore spaces. Continued water spraying can wash oil off

sand, rock, or bulkheads.

Spraying collecting agents along the shore has been suggested as a method
to prevent contamination.1 In the United States, collecting agents cannot be
used until authorized by the government on-scene coordinator and can be applied

no more than four times every six hours over a 24-hour period.

A considerable research effort sponsored by the AP| is underway to develop
new and more effective methods to protect beaches. In addition to chemical
collecting, new methods include the use of oil-eating bacteria and chemical films
that spread a coating on the sand and rocks to prevent oil from adhering to the

shoreline. This work is still in the development stage.




Beach Restoration

It is desirable to clean up the beach only once, so cleanup operations should
be delayed, if possible, until all the oil reaches a beach. However, authorities

may expect cleanup to begin as soon as the first of the oil reaches shore.

When oil reaches a shoreline and contaminates the surface, various cleanup
methods can be used that should be matched to the limitation of the shore

substrate. These methods are:

1. Removal of oil with heavy equipment
2. Removal of oil with manual scraping
3. Evaporation of oil by tilling

4. Water flushing and oil collection

5. Removal of oil with sorbents

Many types of heavy equipment can be used on beaches2 (Appendix 1 and
2). For long expanses of oiled, sandy beach, it is suggested that a motor grader
be used in combination with a self-loading pan. The first step of the procedure
is lo windrow the oiled sand with the motor grader. Most graders are fitted with
narrow tires which will bog the machine down on a sandy beach. This can be
solved by fitting the grader with large flotation tires. The pans will have flota-
tion tires and should have little trouble maneuvering on the beach. If this

becomes a problem, the pans can reduce the volume of sand carried per trip.

The motor grader-pan combination is considered to be the most efficient
method to remove oiled sand. But, standard pans with pushers to help load the

material and front-end loaders substituted for pans can also be used. Because

the front-end loaders carry less material per trip than pans, a much lower




production rate will be achieved. It is best to use rubber-tired front-end loaders

because track-mounted loaders are slow and inefficient.

Another type of heavy equipment is the beach cleaner (Fig. 4). They are
used on recreation beaches to remove debris that comes ashore. Oil, especially
heavy oil, on top of a shoreline can be picked up. Many beach cleaners are
towed by a tractor or front-end loader where a rotating blade or drum with
blades scoops up surface material onto an inclined plane. Inclined planes can be
solid, solid with small holes, or wire conveyor belts. The latter two inclined
planes allow loose sand to fall back on the beach. At the end of the conveyor is

a container for holding the debris.

Heavy equipment can be used to remove most of the oily sand or rocks, but
hand cleaning will be necessary around rocks, jetties, and marinas. For open
beaches where heavy equipment cannot have access, it is suggested that oiled
sand, silt, and debris be raked and shoveled by laborers into piles for pickup.
Piles can be removed by front-end loaders or by manual labor. This technique
removes less sand or gravel than using heavy equipment. Be sure not be remove
more sand than is necessary and not to destroy vegetation bordering the beach.

Accept slightly oiled spots around vegetation, boulders, and imbedded rocks.

Number 2 fuel oil poses a special problem to beaches because it penetrates
deeply and quickly. This condition is best handled by exposing as much con-
taminated beach sand as possible to the sun and wind to speed evaporation. The
oiled sand can be exposed with motor graders or by plowing. After oil removal,

sites can be tilled to mix any unrecovered oil into the beach to increase biodegra-

dation.
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Techniques used on gravel, cobbles, or shingle beaches are few. Due to the
large pore spaces in the beaches, medium to light oils can penetrate below the
surface which hinders cleanup operations. Most heavy equipment and draglines

remove massive amounts of beach material.

Water flushing can float oil out of the beach or can drive oil deeper into the
beach. Water flushing has been used on mud, sand, gravel, cobbles, and shingle
beaches. It is used to remove non-sticky oils. Generally, large amounts of
low-pressure water is sprayed on the highest elevation of contaminated beach to
wash oil into containment devices. A series of low pressure hoses, perforated
pipe, or irrigation sytems can be used to apply water. Berms can be built on
the shore to channel the oil to a collection sump (Fig. 5) or booms can be placed
just off shore. Skimmers or vacuum trucks can remove oil from the sumps. Test

flushing should determine the suitability of this technique before large scale use.

Sorbents are useful at removing thick pockets of non-sticky oil. They can

also remove thin sheens of oil after water flushing. Large scale use of sorbents

will require sorbents, manpower, and disposal in massive quantities.
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Oil Removal From Rocks and Bulkheads

Shoreline restoration often includes the removal of oil from rocks and bulk-
heads using high pressure water sprays or steam cleaning. High pressure sprays
used for this purpose can produce working pressures as high as 10,000 psi and
therefore require the operator to wear heavy work clothes, gloves, hard hat, and
eye protectors. This is necessary because pieces of rock and oil can ricochet
back to the operator. Protective clothing is also used in steam cleaning to pro-
tect the operator from the steam and hot water. The processes are slow ahd
expensive; a skimmer crew must follow behind the rock cleaning crew and a boom
should be placed around the working area to prevent recontamination of the

cleaned area.

Marsh Restoration

The difficulty in marsh cleanup and restoration arises from its susceptibility
to change from various factors. A change in water level, water drainage, burn-
ing, insect blights, and oil spill cleaning activities can trigger a marsh community
change that can result in gradual or massive plant die-offs and subsequent

changes.

Furthermore, the effects of marsh cleaning activities will vary with plant

2 Generally, annual marsh plants are affected more than perennial marsh

2 8

species.

plants. The effects from cleanup activities vary with the technique.

Some marsh cleaning techniques are manual or mechanical cutting of plants,
use of sorbents, water flushing with skimming, burning, soil removal, and natural
recovery. In some cases a combination of techniques are used. Cutting plants to

remove oil has been successful after some spills. Although most marsh plants can
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withstand massive foliage loss from insects or cutting, marsh roots and rhizomes

can be severely damaged by foot or vehicular traffic. Loss of plants can increase
soil erosion and upset the entire marsh community. Some mechanical harvesters
have been modified for marsh cutting and manual cutting from atop boats and
plywood sheeting will minimize impact. Soil disturbance when foot traffic is used
for sorbent recovery causes oil to penetrate into footprints (sometimes leg
prints). In some cases this problem has been diminished by water flooding and
skimming. Pumping water to an enclosed marsh and floating the oil to a recovery
site does not require foot traffic. However, care should be taken to applying
water so that channels are not dug at pump discharge sites. Natural or mineral
sorbents may be added at the pumpsite. Sorbents may be collected in screens or
from behind barriers. Care should be taken to return the site to its normal

water level.

Another alternative is burning. Some marsh grasses are intolerant of burn-
ing. Additional problems can arise if the heat of combustion creates more harmful
chemicals than the original oil. Another consideration is that even though marsh
grasses may die, an increase in open water in a once dense marsh will provide
more areas for ducks, herons, or blackbirds. Local authorities should be con-

sulted about the effects of burning on the marsh and nearby human communities.

Cases of soil erosion upon soil removal in marshes are many. Making
channels for "easy" oil removal have changed water flow patterns that have
changed marsh plant dominance or eliminated marsh plants altogether. This
technique is sometimes used for marsh drainage operations. Consult local

authorities before removing soil from a marsh.
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Small quantities of oil may produce fewer harmful effects than cleanup tech-
niques. For large spills, removing most of the oil and naturally degrading the

remaining oil may be a good choice.

Shoreline Revegetation

Revegetation of shorelines will most likely be marshes or mangroves. Many
techniques are currently being developed.7 Some studies are using artificially
grown plants and transplanting them into a marsh by tieing the roots to 16-penny
nails and sinking the nail into the marsh. Others are hand planting grasses or
mangroves or seeds, juvenile plants, or adult plants. In transplanting intolerant
marsh or mangrove species, some success has been demonstrated using seeds or

plants from areas that have survived previous oil spills.

Termination of Cleanup

The decision to end cleanup activities and allow natural degradation of re-
maining oil must be made on a case-by-case basis. Generally, shoreline cleanup
will terminate when fresh oil contamination is no longer occurring and the remain-
ing oil is immobilized and not a threat to other areas. However, other factors
that should be considered are:

1. When environmental damage from cleanup operations is greater than
environmental damage from leaving oil in place.

2. When the local environmental expert or OSC agrees to a halt of
cleanup activities.

3. When cleanup costs increase significantly while oil removal decreases
significantly.
4. When occasiona! oil spots remain.




5 When public demand for cleanup ends.

6. When cleanup activities interfere with shoreline use more than
remaining oil.

Summary

The problems with shoreline protection and restoration are many and vary
with the location. The first consideration should be protecting sensitive areas
with booms or other water or oil controlling devices. If the oil collects on a
shoreline, various techniques can be used to remove the oil. However, the
effects of a cleanup activity chosen should be compared as to benefits. Various
techniques are suggested for removing oil from beaches, marshes, rocks, and
bulkheads. In some cases, the best response may be to allow the site to recover

naturally. Considerations for termination of cleanup activities are listed.
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Cleanup
Technique

APPENDIX 1. CLEANUP TECHNIQUES

Description

Primary Use of
Cleanup Technique

Technique
Requirements

Motor grader/
elevating
scraper

Elevating
scraper

Motor grader/
front-end
loader

Front-end
ioader - rub-
ber-tired or
tracked

Motor grader

-forms windrows

for pickup by
elevating
scraper.

Elevating
scraper picks
up contaminated
material directly
off beach.

Motor grader
forms windrows
for pickup by

front-end loader.

Front-end loader
picks up mate-
rial directly off
beach and hauls
it to unloading
area.

Used primarily on sand and gravel beaches
where oil penetration is 0 to 3 cm, and
trafficability of beach is good. Can also
be used on mudflats.

Used on sand and gravel beaches where oil
penetration is 0 to 3 cm. Can also be used
on mudflats. Also used to remove tar balls
or flat patties from the surface of a beach.

Used on gravel and sand beaches where oil
penetration is less than 2 to 3 cm. This
method is slower than using a motor grader
and elevating scraper but can be used when
elevating scrapers are not available. Can
also be used on mudflats.

Used on mud, sand, or gravel beaches when
oil penetration is moderate and oil contami-
nation is light to moderate. Rubber-tired
front-end loaders are preferred because they
are faster and minimize the disturbance of
the surface. Front-end loaders are the pre-
ferred choice for removing cobble sediments.
If rubber-tired loader cannot operate,
tracked loaders are the next choice. Can
also be used to remove extensively oil-
contaminated vegetation.

Good trafficability.
Heavy equipment
access.

Fair to good traf-
ficability. Heavy
equipment access.

Fair to good traf-
ficability. Heavy
equipment access.

Fair to good traf-
ficability for

rubber-tired loader.

Heavy equipment
access.
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Cleanup
Technique

Description

CLEANUP TECHNIQUES

Primary Use of
Cleanup Technique

Technique
Requirements

Bulldozer/
rubber-tired
front-end
loader

Backhoe

Dragline or
clamshell

High pressure
flushing
(hydroblast-

ing)

Steam cleaning

Bulldozer pushes
contaminated sub-
strate into piles
for pickup by
front-end loader.

Operates from
top of a bank or
beach to remove
contaminated sed-
ments and loads
into trucks.

Operates from top
of contaminated
area to remove
oiled sediments.

High pressure
water streams
remove oil from
substrate where
it is channeled
to recovery area.

Steam removes oil
from substrate
where it is chan-
neled to recovery
area.

Used on coarse sand, gravel, or cobble

beaches where oil penetration is deep, oil
contamination extensive, and trafficability
of the beach poor. Can also be used to

remove heavily oil contaminated vegetation.

Used to remove oil contaminated sediment
(primarily mud or silt) on steep banks.

Used on sand, gravel, or cobble beaches
where trafficability is very poor (i.e.,
tracked equipment cannot operate) and oil
contamination is extensive.

Used to remove oil coatings from boulders,
rock, and main-made structures; preferred

method of removing oil from these surfaces.

Used to remove oil coatings from boulders,
rocks, and man-made structures.

Heavy equipment
access. Fair to
good trafficability
for front-end
loader.

Heavy equipment
access. Stable
substrate at top
of bank.

Heavy equipment
access to operating
area. Equipment
reach covers con-
taminated area.

Light vehicular
access. Recovery
equipment.

Light vehicular
access. Recovery
equipment. Fresh
water supply.
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Cleanup
Technique

Description

CLEANUP TECHNIQUES

Primary Use of
Cleanup Technique

Technique
Requirements

10.

115

12,

33,

14.

Sandblasting

Manual scrap-
ing

Sump and
pump/vacuum

Manual removal
of oiled mate-
rials

Low-pressure
flushing

Sand moving at

high velocity
removes oil from
substrate.

Oil is scraped
from substrate
manually using
hand tools.

Oil collects in
sump as it moves
down the beach
and is removed
by pump or
vacuum truck.

Oiled sediments
and debris are
removed by hand,
shovels, rakes,

wheelbarrows, etc.

Low pressure
water spray
flushes oil

from substrate
where it is chan-
neled to recovery
points.

Used to remove thin accumulations of oil
residue from man-made structures.

Used to remove oil from lightly contaminated
boulders, rocks, and man-made structures

or heavy oil accumulation when other tech-

nigues are not allowed.

Used on firm sand or mud beaches in the
event of continuing oil contamination where
sufficient longshore currents exist, and on
streams and rivers in conjunction with diver-
sion booming.

Used on mud, sand, gravel, and cobble
beaches when oil contamination is light or
sporadic and oil penetration is slight, or
on beaches where access for heavy equip-
ment is not available.

Used to flush light oils that are not sticky
from lightly contaminated mud substrates,
cobbles, boulders, rocks, man-made struc-
tures, and vegetation.

Light vehicular
access. Oil must
be semi-solid. Sup-
ply of clean sand.

Foot access. Scrap-
ing tools and dis-
posal containers.

Heavy equipment
access. A long-
shore current
present.

Foot or light
vehicular access.

Light vehicular
access. Recovery
equipment.
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Cleanup
Technique

Description

CLEANUP TECHNIQUES

Primary Use of
Cleanup Technique

Technique
Requirements

5.

16.

a7,

18.

19.

Beach cleaner

Manual sorbent
application

Manual cutting

Burning

Vacuum trucks

Pulled by trac-
tor or self-pro-
pelled across
beach, picking up

tar balls or patties.

Sorbents are ap-
plied manually
to contaminated
areas to soak up
oil.

Oiled vegetation
is cut by hand,
collected, and
stuffed into bags
or containers

for disposal.

Upwind end of
contaminated
area is ignited
and allowed to
burn to down-
wind end.

Truck is backed
up to oil pool or
recovery site
where oil is
picked up via
the vacuum hose.

Used on sand or gravel beaches, lightly
contaminated with oil in the form of hard
patties or tar balls.

Used to remove pools of lignt, nonsticky
oil from mud, boulders, rocks, and man-
made structures.

Used on oil contaminated vegetation.

Used on any substrate or vegetation where
sufficient oil has collected to sustain igni-
tion; if oil is a type that will support ig-
nition, and air pollution regulations so aliow.

Used to pick up oil on shorelines where pools
of oil have formed in natural depressions, or
in the absence of skimming equipment to re-

cover floating oil from the water surface.

Moderate to heavy
vehicular access.
Good trafficability.

Foot. or boat access.
Disposal containers
for sorbents.

Foot or boat access.
Cutting tools.

Light vehicular or
boat access. Fire
control equipment.

Heavy equipment
access. Large
enough pools on
land or thick
enough oil on water
for technique to be
effective.
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Cleanup
Technique

Description

CLEANUP TECHNIQUES

Primary Use of
Cleanup Technique

Technique
Requirements

20.

2,

£e.

23

Push contami-
nated substrate
into surf

Breaking up
pavement

Disc into
substrate

Natural
recovery

Bulldozer pushes
contaminated
substrate into
surf zone to ac-
celerate natural
cleaning.

Tractor fitted
with a ripper is
operated up and
down beach.

Tractor pulls
discing equip-
ment along con-
taminated area.

No action taken.
Oil left to de-
grade naturally.

Used on contaminated cobble and lightly con-
taminated gravel beaches where removal of
sediments may cause erosion of the beach or
backshore area.

Used on low amenity cobble, gravel, or sand
beaches or beaches where substrate removal
will cause erosion where thick layers of oil

have created a pavement on the beach surface.

Used on nonrecreational sand or gravel
beaches that are lightly contaminated.

Used for oil contamination on high energy
beaches (primarily cobble, boulder, and
rock) where wave action will remove most oil
contamination in a short period of time.

Heavy equipment
access. High
energy shoreline.

Heavy equipment
access. High
energy shoreline.

Heavy equipment
access. Fair to
good trafficability.
High energy en-
vironment.

Exposed high energy
environment.
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Cleanup
Technique

APPENDIX 2. IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH CLEANUP TECHNIQUES

Description

Physical Effect
of Use

Biological Effect
of Use

Motor grader/
elevating

Elevating
scraper

Motor grader/
front-end
loader

Front-end
loader - rub-
ber-tired or
tracked

Bulldozer/
rubber-tired
front-end
loader .

Motor grader
forms windrows
for pickup by
elevating scraper.

Elevating
scraper picks
up contaminated
material directly
off beach.

Motor grader
forms windrows
for pickup by
front-end loader.

Front-end loader
picks up material
directly off beach
and hauls it to
unloading area.

Bulldozer pushes
contaminated sub-
strate into piles
for pickup by
front-end loader.

Removes only upper
3 cm of beach.

Removes upper 3 to
10 cm of beach.
Minor reduction of
beach stability.
Erosion and beach
retreat.

Removes only upper
3 cm of beach.

Removes 10 to 25 cm
of beach. Reduction
of beach stability.
Erosion and beach
retreat.

Removes 15 to 50 cm
of beach. Loss of
beach stability.
Severe erosion and

cliff or beach retreat.

Inundation of back-
shores.

Removes shallow burrowing Polychaetes,
bivalves, and amphipods. Reccloniza-
tion likely to rapidly follow natural
replenishment of the substrate.

Removes shallow and deeper burrowing
polychaetes, bivalves, and amphipods.
Restabilization of substrate probably
slow; recolonization likely to follow
natural replenishment of substrate;
reestablishment of long-lived indi-
genous fauna may take several years.

Removes shallow burrowing polychaetes,
bivalves, and amphipods. Recoloniza-
tion likely to rapidly follow natural
replenishment of the substrate.

Removes almost all shallow and deep
burrowing organisms. Restabiliza-
tion of the physical environment slow;
new faunal community could develop.

Removes all organisms. Restabilization
of substrate and repopulation of indi-
genous fauna is extremely slow; new
faunal community could develop in the
interim.
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IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH CLEANUP

TECHNIQUES

Cleanup Physical Effect Biological Effect
Technique Description of Use of Use

6. Backhoe Operates from top of Removes 25 to 50 cm Removes all organisms. Restabilization
a bank or beach to of beach or bank. of substrate and repopulation of organ-
remove contaminated Severe reduction of isms is extremely slow; new faunal
sediments and loads beach stability and community could develop in the interim.
into trucks. beach retreat.

7. Dragline or Operates from top of Removes 25 to 50 cm Removes all organisms. Restabilization

clamshell contaminated area to of beach. Severe re- of substrate and repopulation of indi-
remove oiled sedi- duction of beach genous fauna is extremely slow; new
ments. stability. Erosion faunal community could develop in the
and beach retreat. interim.

8. High-pressure High pressure water Can disturb surface Removes some organisms and shells from
flushing streams remove oil of substrate. the substrate, damage to remaining or-
(hydroblasting) from substrate; oil ganisms variable. Oil not recovered

is channeled to re- can be toxic to organisms downslope
covery area. of cleanup activities.

9. Steam cleaning Steam removes oil Adds heat (> 100°C) Removes some organisms from substrate
from substrate where to surface. but mortality due to the heat is more
it is channeled to likely. Empty shells remaining may en-
recovery area. hance repopulation. Oil not recovered

can be toxic to organisms downslope of
cleanup activities.

10. Sandblasting Sand moving at high Adds material to the

velocity removes oil
from substrate.

environment. Poten-
tial recontamination,
erosion, and deeper
penetration into sub-
strate.

Removes all organisms and shells from
the substrate. Oil not recovered can
be toxic to organisms downslope of
cleanup activities.
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IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH CLEANUP TECHNIQUES

Description

Physical Effect
of Use

Biological Effect
of Use

T

12.

3.

14.

15

16.

Manual scraping

Sump and
pump/vacuum

Manual removal
of oiled mate-
ials

Low-pressure

flushing

Beach cleaner

Manual sorbent
application

Oil is scraped from
substrate manually
using hand tools.

Oil collects in sump
as it moves down the
beach and is removed
by pump or vacuum
truck

Oiled sediments and
debris are removed
by hand, shovels,
rakes, wheelbarrows,
etc.

Low-pressure water
spray flushes oil
from substrate and
is channeled to
recovery points.

Pulled by tractor or
self-propelled across
beach picking up

tar balls or patties.

Sorbents are applied
manually to contami-
nated areas to soak
up oil.

Selective removal of
material. Labor-inten-
sive activity can
disturb sediments.

Requires excavation of
a sump 60 to 120 cm
deep on shoreline.
Some oil will probably
remain on beach.

Removes 3 cm or less
of beach. Selective.
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