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APRIL 24, 2013 
 

BY THE 
NATIONAL ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

 
 The National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA) submit this testimony to 
extend its support for Raymond T. Chen, nominee to be United States Circuit Judge for the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.  Mr. Chen has the experience, intellectual 
capacity, integrity, and judicial temperament to serve as an exceptional circuit court judge.   

 NAPABA is the national bar association representing the interests of Asian Pacific 
American attorneys, judges, law professors, and law students.  NAPABA represents the interests 
of over 40,000 attorneys nationally and over 60 local Asian Pacific American bar associations.  
Its members include solo practitioners, large law firm lawyers, corporate counsel, legal service 
and nonprofit attorneys, judges, and lawyers serving at all levels of government.  Through its 
national network of affiliates and committees, NAPABA provides a strong voice for increased 
diversity of federal and state judiciaries, advocates for equal opportunity in the workplace, 
seeks to eliminate anti-Asian crime and anti-immigrant sentiment, and promotes professional 
development of minorities in the legal profession.  

Out of the approximately 175 active federal appellate court judges, there are currently 
only two who are Asian Pacific American.1

If confirmed, Mr. Chen would also become the first Asian Pacific American to serve on 
the Federal Circuit in over 25 years.  Given the number of Asian Pacific Americans practicing in 
the field of intellectual property, having an Asian Pacific American serve on this Court is 
particularly important to NAPABA.   

  If the number of Asian Pacific American federal 
appellate court judges approximated the percentage of Asian Pacific American residents 
nationwide, then there should be 11-12 Asian Pacific American federal appellate court judges. 

                                                           
1 Sri Srinivasan had his confirmation hearing for the D.C. Circuit on April 10, 2013.  NAPABA urges the Senate to 
confirm Mr. Srinivasan promptly. 
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Mr. Chen has had a distinguished career and would be able to make an immediate mark 
on the Court.   Since 2008, Mr. Chen has served as the Deputy General Counsel for Intellectual 
Property Law and Solicitor for the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office (“PTO”).  In that role, he has 
overall responsibility for supervising all litigation handled by the PTO.  In addition, he 
coordinates and participates in discussions with other parts of the federal government in 
determining the positions that should be taken by the government in intellectual property 
litigation throughout the country.  Prior to his appointment as Solicitor, Mr. Chen served as an 
Assistant Solicitor in the Solicitor’s Office for 10 years.  In those positions, Mr. Chen has argued 
over 25 appeals before the Federal Circuit, and submitted briefs on behalf of the PTO in 
countless other cases.    Mr. Chen also served as a Senior Technical Assistant for the Federal 
Circuit from 1996 to 1998, where he helped the Federal Circuit Court Judges with research 
issues and edited opinions for legal and technical accuracy.  Thus, through these various 
positions, Mr. Chen has developed an intimate knowledge of the Federal Circuit and the issues 
facing that court. 

Mr. Chen is also well-regarded in the profession.  He received the Attorney of the Year 
Award  General at the PTO’s Office of the Solicitor in 2002, a Gold Medal Award from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce in 2011, and a Bronze Medal Award from the Commerce Department 
in 2005.  He is a frequent speaker and lecturer on intellectual property law issues, including 
seminars at Stanford Law School, Duke University School of Law, Howard University School of 
Law, Catholic University School of Law, Suffolk University Law School, Rutgers Law School, 
University of Maryland School of Law, University of Washington School of Law, American 
University Washington College of Law, George Washington University Law School, and Cardozo 
Law School.  Significantly, Mr. Chen also has participated in international exchanges to promote 
the protection of intellectual property abroad.  Toward that end, he has spoken in China, 
Germany, Japan, and Thailand.   

Along with his professional accomplishments, Mr. Chen has continued to take part in 
community activities.  He is the Executive Advisor for the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office’s 
Asian Pacific American Network.  He is a frequent speaker at Asian Pacific American events, 
including panels organized by NAPABA or its local affiliate, the Asian Pacific American Bar 
Association of the Greater Washington D.C. Area.  He also coaches a boys’ basketball team in a 
recreational league, and helps in annual efforts to assist the homeless and children affected by 
war.   

Like many American families, Ray’s family immigrated to the United States to seek a 
better education and greater opportunities.  Both of his parents obtained Ph.D.s in New York, 
and worked there for several years.  During that time, Ray was born. The family later moved to 
Pasadena, California, where both parents worked at various times for Jet Propulsion Labs – his 
father as a guidance and control engineer and his mother as a software systems engineer.  
Growing up, Ray worked at McDonald’s part-time and stayed one year after college to earn 
money for law school.  His years in Southern California have made him a die-hard UCLA 
basketball fan (which he claims has led to the detriment of his mental health).  
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 Raymond Chen would make an immediate contribution as a federal circuit court judge.  
His qualifications, integrity, intellect, and knowledge of the Federal Circuit are impeccable.  
Accordingly, the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association extend its strong support and 
urge for the speedy confirmation of Raymond T. Chen for the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit.  Thank you for considering this testimony today. 
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